Mail From the US To Germany Before the Universal Postal Union

SCOPE AND GOAL

The goal of this exhibit is to illustrate
how the problems of sending mail to
Germany provided an incentive to create
the General Postal Union (later renamed
the Universal Postal Union) in 1875.

KEY POINTS
A Before unification, Germany comprised

five kingdoms and 32 other entities
using various currencies .

A The first US postal agreement with
Germany was made with the Free City
of Bremen in 1847 . It allowed direct
mail between the US and Bremen, but
was complex and costly .

A The 1848 US-Great Britain Convention
was used for transit of mail to
Germany via France and Belgium, but
mail could not be paid to destination .

A The early conventions increased the complexity of rates in a fragmented Germany . The first step in
simplification was creation of the German -Austrian Postal Union (GAPU) in 1851. Uniform rates were
stated in three currencies used in northern Germany, southern Germany, and the Austrian Empire .

A The 1852 Prussian Closed Mail Convention allowed passage of US mails in closed bags across British
territory to Belgium, then Prussia. Even though it was double the cost of Bremen or Hamburg mail, it
was the most commonly used means of conveying mails to Germany in the mid-19™ Century because it
relied upon British ships with many more sailings than American, German, or French vessels.

A In 1857, the US concluded an agreement with Hamburg, modeled on the US-Bremen agreement, and
one with France that had little impact due to French insistence on a %-ounce single rate and high cost.

A In 1867, the US and the North German Union (formed after Pr u s s victofysin the Austro -Prussian
War) concluded a convention for direct and closed mails with cheaper rates and simpler accounting .
Both nations led the effort to streamline postal agreements, and this was a forerunner to the UPU.

SIGNIFICANT MATERIAL

The exhibit illustrates the rich postal history of this era with the full range of covers, including
patriotics, advertising covers, postmaster provisionals, and specialized usages such as registered mail and
letters from the Confederacy . For example, it includes four 5¢ 1847 covers to Germany (of about 30
known) and a possibly unique cover to Russia containing calculations to prepare the waybill . Covers
especially notable for their historic significance or rarity have red borders and italicized comments .

EXHIBIT PLAN

SECTION FRAME
The four conventions with German entities included Introduction 1
regular and registered mail, printed matter, and transit Non -Convention Mail 1

of mail to other countries . i i
Convention Mail

The conventions with Great Britain and France

. . . Bremen (1847 -67) 1-3
facilitated transit of mail to Germany . The agreement n i
with France excluded printed matter, but it was sent British Open Mail (1848 -57+) i
through France on a non-convention basis and is Prussian Closed Mail (1852  -67) 4-6
covered in that section . French Mail (1857 -70) 6

Pages with covers having interesting stories or Hamburg Mail (1857  -67) 7-8
original research, such as my article on a mistaken 24¢ N. Ger. Union & Empire Mail (1868 -75) 8-10
rate, have Quick Response Codes with details . Trrrstierel Eame s vEll 10

Conclusion: Dawn of a New Era (1875) 10




Mail From the US To Germany Before the Universal Postal Union

ACCOUNTING

Transit fees for transatlantic letters were complex and usually not prepaid before 1852 . Accounting
between multiple states using different currencies was confusing . Before beginning the exhibit proper, a
brief tutorial may help to understand accounting markings on the covers.

This early Bremen Mail cover is typical . The red letters on an image of the cover denote the accounting
marks written by clerks at each stage of the journey to a breakdown of the total rate.

A Cincinnati applied its townmark (A) with a d106 showing US domestic postage paid .

A The New York Exchange Office stamped a black &46 (B) to show Bremen owed the US for sea transit .

A The Hanover PO in Bremen handled most Bremen Mail. It applied the 6 AMERI|UBER BRE ME N
handstamp, wrote 6 to convert the 24¢ sea postage to gutegroschen (ggr) (C), stamped 01000 (D) to
show the total ggr due Hanover to pay transit and

A~z Cumulative
US sea postage, then .wrote 66 (E) to convgrt gor to Rate Breakdown ¢ g ki ggr ke
kreuzer (kr) as a debit to the Thurn & Taxis postal US Postage (paid) Postage (paid) 10 A
system that handled mail to Wurttemberg . Sea (debit) 248 9 9c
A Thurn & Taxis added its 24 kr transit fee (F) and Hanover Transit im 10° D46 E
wrote the total as 1 florin 10 kr (70 krfi G). Th. & T. Transit 24 F 70 (1f10) G
. . Local Delivery 3H 73 (1f13)
A The Vaihingen PO added a 3 kr delivery fee (H) and | o o op e 73(113) |
wrote the final total due as 1 florin 13 kr (I).
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A Cincinnati, 8 June 1848 , to Sersheim , Oberamt Vaihingen , Wirttemberg
AHermann , Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 June 1848, arr Bremerhaven 6 July .
Currency Abbreviations

c centime (France) krR kreuzer Rheinisch (South Germany)

d pence (Great Britain) krCM kreuzer Convention Minze (Austria)

dec decime (France) ngr neugroschen (Saxony)

f florin (also gulden i South Germany) nkr neukreuzer (Austria)

gor gutegroschen (Hanover) pf pfennige (Prussia & North Germany)

or grote (Bremen) sch schillinge (Hamburg)

kr kreuzer (South Germany) sgr silbergroschen (Prussia & North Germany)




The Early Years

US mail to Germany usually went through France .

Non -Convention Mall
Before the US-European conventions,

The Count of Thurn & Taxis (Th. & T.), under a feudal grant by the Holy Roman Empire, provided
postal service to many German states, mainly in the south . Th. & T. handled both of these covers; the top
one was rated in South German kreuzer (kr) and the bottom one in Hanoverian gutegroschen (ggr).

AYS D'OUTREMER
PAR LE HAVRE
00Overseas Count
via Le Havrebo

Rate Breakdown dec kr
French Ship Ltr Fee & Transit

(1 franc/3 decimes) 13 (36)
Th.&T. 6
Wirttemberg 4
Local Fee 2
Total Postage Paid 48

A New York, 8 April 1835, to Undingen, Wairttemberg

A Francis Depau , Union Line, sailed from NY 10 April 1835.

A Letters for Germany originating in New York did not require US postage, and sailing packets rarely
charged for carrying mail, so the total cost of this letter only included European fees (about 32¢).
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A Plymouth,

MA, 28 June 1841 ,

to Goéttingen,

Hanover .

A Oneida , Union Line, sailed from NY 1 July 1841, arr Le Havre 22 July .
A with US domestic postage, the total cost was about 47¢.

Rate Breakdown dec kr gar
French Ship Ltr Fee & Transit
(1 franc/3 decimes) 13 (36)
Th. &T. (6)
Total Postage Paid 42) 9%




Non -Convention Mall Ship Letters
New York had several exchanges where letters could be placed in bags for sailing ships to be dropped
off at European ports. The top letter was dropped off at Gi | p Exclasge .

At bottom is a25¢ 0 f r e mg h & prépaid charge for British steamer. It had left, so NY sent the letter
on a sailing ship to Liverpool for 12%¢ and refunded the balance . Total postage was about 82¢.
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Foreign Postage  kr ggr
French Transit 28 (6%2)
Th. & Tax. 3%
Hanover 2
Total Postage Due 12

A Cincinnati, OH, 10 Aug 1842 , to Hannover .
A Sylvie de Grasse , Union Line, sailed from NY 20 Sep 1842, arr. Le Havre 20 Oct.

US Postage Domestic 10¢
Freight Money  25¢ (-12%:¢ refund)
Foreign Postage d sgr gar
UK Ship 1/61 (10)
UK Transit 5)
Hamburg Transit 11 20
Prussia Transit 5
Saxony 1%
Hanover Forwarding 2Y

! Total Postage Due 22Y,
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ANew Orleans, 23 February 1847 , to Dresden, forwarded to Géttingen, Hanover .
ANicholas Biddle , Black Star Line, sailed from NY 5 Mar 1847, arr Liverpool 26 Mar .




Non -Convention Mall Ship Letters

The first US steamship sailed in June 1847 . As discussed later in the British Open Mail section of this
exhibit, the British charged sea postage on mail carried by US ships; to avoid the double payment, the
sender of the top cover specified 0 E n.dgSteamer .6 Total postage paid by sender and addressee was 45¢.

PF Certificate 503318

UK Debit to Hanover
1sh/6d
Hanover restated as 12 gor

US Postage Domestic 5¢

Foreign Postage d aogr
UKShip 16 peni 13 (8)

UK Transit 6L (4)
Hanover 2 1 ™

Total Postage Due (20) 13

A Brattleboro, VT, 28 September 1847 , to Firstenau, Hanover .

A Britannia , Cunard Line, dpt Boston 1 Oct 1847, arr Liverpool 16 Oct.

A A date on this cover front and the color and impression of the stamp
mark it as the earliest known use of an 1847 stamp to Germany .
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A Pittsburgh, PA, 1 Feb 1851 , to Deizisau, Wirttemberg

A Gallia , Union Line, sailed from NY 8 Feb 1851, arr Le Havre 5 Mar .

AThe steam packet Franklin also left NY 8 Feb. Since the sender directed
the letter go via NY & Le Havre without paying the 24¢ ship letter fee, it
was sent by sailing vessel without charge.



Non -Convention Mail Ship Letters

The top cover is an example of the ship letter rate of 20¢, including US and packet postage, to Le Havre
that was established in July 1851, and continued to be available until 1857 .

The letter inside the Magnus -type patriotic cover at bottom was probably written during the voyage and
treated as a ship letter . It entered the mails at Southampton as an unpaid letter to Baden.
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A New Philadelphia, OH, 1 Mar 1854 , to Herrenberg, Wiirttemberg
A Nashville , Havre Line, dpt NY 14 Mar 1854, arr Le Havre 28 Mar.

Foreign Postage d kr

UK Ship 6 (18)
UK & Fr. Transit 8 (24)
GAPU 3

Total Postage Due 45
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A Ship passenger, June -July 1864 , to Wiirzburg, Bavaria .
A Saxonia , Hapag Line, dpt NY 25 Jun 1864, arr Southampton 6 Jul .



Non -Convention Mall Out -of -the -Malil Letters

Even after transatlantic steamships became common, correspondents could halve the cost by sending
mail to an intermediate destination for forwarding or across the Atlantic privately to enter the mails in
Europe . This approach allowed the top letter to be delivered for only 29¢ and the bottom for 11¢.

One shilling (12
pence or 24¢)
postage due

A New York, 29 Nov 1845, to Trieste, Austria .

A Britannia , Cunard Line, dpt Boston 2 Dec 1845, arr Liverpool 17 Dec.

A One of 12 NY Postmaster Provisional covers from this correspondence ; this
and four others were forwarded tothe f i r Triése office out of the mails .
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Total Postage Due 3 ny,
A Philadelphia, 10 July 1847 , to Niederscheden, Hanover .

AWwashington made its first voyage on 1 June 1847. This letter was
intended for its August voyage, which was postponed for mechanical
reasons . The letter was sent out of the mails by sailing ship to Bremen .




Non -Convention Mall Out -of -the -Malil Letters

The top cover was carried in a Cunard ship from Boston, either in a wrapper to an agent or by a
passenger . It entered the mails in London, where it was fully prepaid 1s 4d to Cassel. On reverse there is a
credit from Prussia of 3m sgr to Thurn & Taxis.

The bottom cover, a legal document over % oz., was carried privately to the Wirttemberg Consulate in
Baltimore for certification, then sent to Bremen where it entered the mails at the Th. & T. PO in Bremen.

Aus England

per Aachen franco. LLAN

From England
via Aachen paid

A Boston, 3 April 1850 , to Cassel, Kurhessen .
A Niagara , Cunard Line, dpt Boston 3 Apr 1850, arr Liverpool 16 Apr.
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/ in Bremen
(reverse)
& ‘ / Foreign Postage ar kr
/ : V 7‘"‘ / Bremen ShipLtr 6  (10)
A 22 ~f/ - Th. & Tax. (2x10) 20

Local Delivery 4
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A Dayton, OH, 24 June 1850, via Wirttemberg Consulate in Baltimore
to Stuttgart, Wairttemberg
A Ship unknown



Non -Convention Mail Confederate States Letters
Blockade Runners

Blockade runners were essential for vital supplies and correspondence with Europe . Two covers from
the correspondence of Henry Watson Jr., an Alabama planter who spent the war in Europe, were sent in
envelopes through the CSA mail to the Charleston office of Fraser, Trenholm & Co., then by blockade
runners to Nassau. After that their treatment was quite different .

A The top one went by Fraser, Trenholm ship to Liverpool, where it was treated as a British unpaid letter .
A The bottom was prepaid by the Nassau forwarder and treated as a British letter from Nassau to
Germany ; once in NY, it went on the same British ship as Union Prussian Closed Mail letters .

P 3 7 1

Rate Breakdown

Foreign Postage dec kr
France (3 x8dec) 24 72

Baden (1x3kr) 3
> Total Postage Due 75
A75kr=1f115

A Weight: 15 -16.67g (French
triple rate, Baden single)

A France reimbursed UK by
bulk, not by letter

A Greensboro, AL, 9 February 1863, to Heidelberg, Baden.

A Margaret and Jessie , Fraser, Trenholm & Co., dpt Charleston 13 Feb
1863, arr Nassau about 17 Feb; Leesburg , Fraser, Trenholm & Co., dpt
Nassau 1 Mar, arr Liverpool 28 Mar.
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A Greensboro, AL, 24 June 1863, to Heidelberg, Baden .

A Alice , Importing and Exporting Co. of SC, dpt Charleston 7 July 1863, arr
Nassau 11 July ; Corsica , Cunard Line, dpt Nassau 31 July, arr NY 4 Aug;
Africa , Cunard Line, dpt Boston 5 Aug, arr Queenstown 15 Aug.



Non -Convention Mall

Before the 1867 US-North German Union Convention, about one-tenth

of US printed matter for Europe was carried by steamships directly to
French ports .

Since the 1857 US-France Convention had no provision for printed

matter, postage due was based upon conventions between the European
states . US postage was 2¢ per circular .

Printed Matter

Rate Summary sgr | ¢ grote

France
Prussia
Thurn & Taxis
Postage Due

Top Bottom
1va 1 2)
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A New Orleans, 25 Dec 1858 , to Cromford (Ratingen), Rhenish Prussia .

A Fulton , Havre Line, dpt NY 8 Jan, stopped at Southampton 21 Jan, but could

not continue ; mail sent to Le Havre by another vessel.

A 1858 France -Prussia Convention fi no transit via Great Britain or Belgium .

OFrom France
Aacheno

(reverse)
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A New York, 4 January 1860 , to Bremen .

A Arago , Havre Line, dpt NY 7 Jan 1860, arr Havre 21 Jan.
A 1844 France -Thurn & Taxis Convention fi transit through Bremen Th. & T. office.



1847 US -Bremen Agreement

In 1847 , the US concluded its first international

was separated by Hanoverian territory from its port, Bremerhaven,

Overview

postal agreement with the free city of Bremen . The city
at the mouth of the Weser River.

The

Hanover Post Office in Bremen handled most of Br e me mdil sbecause of its extensive rail network with
the German states. This agreement was superseded by one with the North German Union in 1868 .

This section of the exhibit is organized by basic postage rates that will be explained in each subsection .

Summary of Basic Postage Rates Main Feature of a
1847 -51 1851 -1853 1853 -58 1858 -68 Bremen Cover
North  South
Germany Germany AMERICA
us 0-10¢ 5¢ 5¢ 5¢ 3¢ UBER BREMEN
Sea 24¢ 15¢ 4¢ 9¢ 6¢ OAmerica ¢bsg
Bremen - - 1¢ 1¢ 1¢ ° rHZnn;\?ernP% ina PRl
I nt &1 Rat e 220¢ 2 9/ 310¢A 15¢ 10¢ Bremen, usually
German Transit Upto22¢  Upto22¢ 5¢ 7¢ 5¢ e E R ANGO6
Total Rate  Up to 56¢ Up to 42¢ 15¢ 22¢ 15¢
1847 -51 International Rates (24¢)
The first period included the packet charge of 24¢ in all three international rates, which differed

because of US postage. Nothing was charged for mail from New York City (24¢ rate), 5¢ for letters from
places up to 300 miles away (29¢ rate), and 10¢ from places over 300 miles (34¢ rate).
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ANew York City, 16 November 1850, to Mittenwald an Rate Breakdown
der Isar, Bavaria . US Postage
A Wwashington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 Nov 1850, arr Packet
Bremerhaven 8 Dec. Debit to Bremen
A The New York postmark has the wrong date; dateline and Hanover Transit

docketing confirm it was written on 16 Nov 1850 .

Th. & T. Postage

Total Postage Paid (34)

¢ gar ko
fi ioof
24 9
24 C]» 45
4 1
(6) 9
54




1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1847

Ocean Line ships called at Bremerhaven . For their first five
voyages, Bremen added % Hanoverian gutegroschen (ggr) per letter for
the 3%-hour trip upriver to Bremen . After the fifth voyage the US
protested the fee, so Bremen dropped it. The top cover is one of about
20 showing % ggr added to the packet cost.

The Hanover PO then adopted a marking restating the 9 ggr packet
debit. It was struck in black only for mail on the voyage of the
Hermann in April 1849 ; the bottom is one of four such covers known .

A Dearborn Co.,
A Hermann

Indiana, 12 March 1848 ,

-51 International Rates
Bremen Port -to -City Fee
Rate Top Bottom
Breakdown ¢ aar. kr  gar kr
us 10
Packet 24 9 9
Port -to-City Ya 49 None [-45
Hanover 1 0 10
Thurn & Taxis 28 6
Wirttemberg 3 f
Baden f 8
Delivery Fee 2

Total Postage Due

82 (1f22) 59

)

47

Crayo

Bremen Port

to Ochsenbach, Wairttemberg
, Ocean Line, dpt NY 21 Mar 1848, arr Bremerhaven 13 Apr.

AMERICA
UBER BREMEN
n 9J beside 0/
i BER BREMENO6 showi
-to -City fee
AMERICA

A Warren,
A Hermann

PA, 11 April 1849 , to Zierolshafen, Baden.

, Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 April 1849, arr Bremerhaven 7 May.

UBER BREMEN

Only struck in black
on this voyage,
otherwise red



1847 US -Bremen Agreement

Separate payment of US and packet parts of
the International Rate was not authorized, but
letters, like the bottom cover, often were paid only
to NY. The Exchange Office treated such letters as
unpaid from NY, hence an implicit 29¢ rate.

1847 -51 International Rates (29¢)

Rate Breakdown

US Postage
Packet

Debit to Bremen
Hanover Transit
Th. & T. Postage
Local Delivery
Total Postage Due

Top (Double -Rate) Bottom
¢ qar_ ¢ qar kr
5x2=10 } 015, (5)
24x2=48 24 9
29x2=58 24 10Mm 45
2x2=4 1
8
4
25% 57

* Separate payment unauthorized, but accepted

&

A Middletown, CT, 1 July 1849 ,

to Goslar am Harz, Hanover .
A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 July 1849, arr Bremerhaven 6 Aug.
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A Roxbury, MA, 15 November 1850 ,

to Merklingen,

Wirttemberg

A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 Nov 1850, arr Bremerhaven 8 Dec.




1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1847

The charge for mail addressed to Hanover was 2 ggr and
for mail transiting Hanover 1m ggr. By agreement with
Hanover and the US, Bremen did not charge transit fees.

Because of the complexity of calculating postage transiting
several states, the US Post Office recommended paying only
the International Rate, leaving the German postage due; such

-51 International Rates (34¢)

Rate Breakdown

US Postage

Sea

International Rate 34
Hanover

Thurn & Taxis

letters were marked 0 P AIPART.0 Due to this guidance,
letters with full postage paid were uncommon and were
marked 0 P A IAID_.6

Baden Transit
Baden Internal

Total Postage Paid 37

PAID PART PAID ALL
(Top) (Bottom)
¢ gar ¢ gar kr
10 . 10 .
24:|' Paid 24:|' Paid
34
3 2Due| (3)| 1m
@ 21
(4) FPaid 6
4 6
52
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SC, 9 May 1848 , to Gdéttingen, Lower Saxony (Hanover) .
, Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 June 1848, arr Bremerhaven 6 July .

[¢

A Greenville,
A Hermann

PAID PART

(Partially under
red PAID at top
center)

b N7 S .0
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PAID ALL

(Under AMERICA
UBER BREMEN at
top center)

A Hermann,
A Washington

MO, 31 August 1850 , to Durlach, Baden.
, Ocean Line, dpt NY 20 Sepl1850, arr Bremerhaven 6 Oct.




1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1847 -51 International Rates (34¢)

Accounting for foreign mail was error -prone. The
Thurn & Taxis clerk processing the top cover marked
the cumulative debit as 57 kr, i.e., the total postage for
a single -rate letter, instead of 45 kr, the equivalent of
100 ggr. Mistake or not, once the accounting was made
between two entities, the addressee had to pay.

Bottom Cover Top Cover
Rate Breakdown ¢ gar kr ¢ gar kr
US Postage (Paid ) 10 10 Mistaken
Sea (Debit to Bremen) 24 9 24 9 Entry
International Rate 34 34
Hanover Transit 3) im B 1m
Cumulative Debit 10" 45 10 -~
Thurn & Taxis Transit (5) 8 5) 8
Cumulative Debit 53 1f/5 (65)
Local Delivery ?3) 4 ?3) 4
Postage Due 57 1f/9 (69)
Total Postage Paid 45 57 55 69

AAlden, NY, 12 May 1850, to Ailringen, Oberamt
Kinzelsau, Wairttemberg
A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 21 May 1850, arr

Bremerhaven 5 June.

A Cumulative  debits counter -clockwise from top left:
10Mm ggrfi 57 krit 1 florin/5 krfi 1 f/9 kr (1 florin or
gulden =60 kr).

A Maysville, KY, 8 April 1851 , to Altheim bei Horb, Wirttemberg
A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 19 April 1851, arr Bremerhaven 5 May.
A Cumulative debits left to right : 10m ggrii 45kr fi 53kr fi 57 kr.



1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1851 -53 20¢ International Rate

From 30 June 1851, a single international rate of 20¢ from anywhere in the US replaced the 24¢, 29¢,
and 34¢ rates. The founding of the German -Austrian Postal Union (GAPU) in July 1850 led to more
uniform German rates. Nonetheless, these two covers reflect continued uncertainty about correct rates.

Rate Breakdown Actual Top Bottom
International Rate  20¢ @ 20¢
GAPU Transit 7¢ 0

Total Postage 27¢ 344 32¢

Wheeling charged
34¢, enough for
full prepayment

St. Louis charged
12¢ for transit, but
it had dropped to
7¢ in June 1851

Wheeling, VA, 30 September 1851 , to Sondelfingen, Wairttemberg
Canada , Cunard Line, dpt Boston 15 Oct 1851, arr Liverpool 26 Oct,
mails arr Bremen 1 Nov. (Fill-in for Washington , Ocean Line, from NY.)
A Wheeling charged the old 34¢ rate to Bremen, enough for full payment .

o Do

% 3

oOFr. 3 (Pd. 3
Hanover PO marking
showing full GAPU
transit paid in
Prussian sgr

A St. Louis, MO, 9 July 1852, to Backnang, Wiirttemberg
A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 17 July 1852, arr Bremerhaven 2 Aug.
A st. Louis overcharged for GAPU transit, but NY credited 7¢ (magenta 676.)



1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1851 -53 20¢ International Rate

Covers of this period reflect simplified accounting due to the | RateBreakdown  Top Bottom
formation of the GAPU. The bottom cover is marked 0 P AIPIA R T hut ¢ sgr ¢ sar
since there was no transit fee for mail addressed to Bremen itself, 20¢ | ! nt 61 . Rae® (9 20 ()
sufficed to pay fully mail to Bremen . GAPUTransit Due (7) 3 A A

Total Postage 27 12 20 12
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/, s | US (9) and GAPU (3)
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A Fredericksburg, TX, 20 July 1852, to Kirchberg, Rhenish Prussia .
A Hermann , Ocean Line, dpt NY 14 Aug 1852, arr Bremerhaven 29 Aug.
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AID P ART A Wf

A Philadelphia, 5 Nov 1852 , to Bremen .
A Washington , Ocean Line, dpt NY 6 Nov 1852, arr Bremerhaven 23 Nov.



1847 US -Bremen Agreement

1851 -53 20¢ International Rate

Conversion among German and US currencies was Unpaid Letters
. . X D s
|mper_fect dge to rounding . The kreuzer equivalent of the Rate Breakdown ¢k
20¢ international rate was flr_st set at 33 (top cover), but International Rate 20 33/32 }tzog Debit
changed to 32 (bottom cover) in July 1852. GAPU Transit @ 9 0 Bremen
Minimum prepayment was the 20¢ international rate; Postage Due 4241
payment of 3¢ postage from OH to NY on the bottom cover Total Postage Paid 27 42/41
was ignored and the letter sent unpaid .
AP S G A - 4
7 o it
\&Fs 5
AMERICA g9 XL
UBER J J g
BREMEN 9 ‘ /,//f/j/.‘A % # 1
42 kr Due, r
33 to Bremen, 9 to e
Th. &T. 2/ s %
(top center) £ i
92‘ ,
[ S e
Awest Newton, PA, 25 Nov 1851, to Sickenhausen, Oberamt
TUbingen, Wodrttemberg
A Atlantic , Collins Line, dpt NY 6 Dec 1851, arr Bremerhaven 22 Dec

(Bremen Closed Mail) .

2 AMERICA
UBER
BREMEN

41 kr Due,

32 to Bremen, 9 to
Th. &T.

(top center)

i N
A Winesburgh, OH, 3 Aug 1852 , to Ingelfingen, Kiizelsau, Wairttemberg
A Hermann , Ocean Line, dpt NY 14 Aug 1852, arr Bremerhaven 29 Aug.



1847 US -Bremen Agreement 1851 -53 20¢ International Rate
Bremen Closed Mail

Ocean Line ships often did not sail in winter in the early 1850s, so NY made up 6 c| omaidl ise,, ¢
locked mail bags sent to England by other American or British ships and then sent on to Bremen for
processing . Bremen Closed Mail was used throughout 1851 -52 to meet demand .

Both of these covers were endorsed to go in British Open Mail by US packet, but instead were sent by
Bremen Closed Mail aboard Atlantic , Collins Line, which departed New York 6 December 1851 and
arrived at Liverpool 17 December ; the mails arrived in Bremen on 22 December .

3 schillinge (  schfi 5¢) Due

(center)
Rate Breakdown ¢ sch
International Rate 20 Paid
GAPU Transit (5) 3 Due
Total Postage Paid 25

A Cleveland, 24 Nov 1851 , to Hamburg .
A Mail to Hamburg was sent through Bremen in a separate bag, so there
isno 0 AME RIUBER BREMEN .6

A Louisville, KY, 23(?) November 1851 , to Ankum, Hanover .
A Despite the 0 P A IP R Thiarking, no postage due appears to have
been charged .



