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San F r a n c i s c o C a l i f o r n i a 
September 2 7 t b 1849 

Dear W i f e 

W i t b p l e a s u r e I d r a f t a few l i n e s t o you t o i n f o r m you 
o f my a r i v a l b e r e a f t e r a p a f s a g e o f 195 days on o u r a r i v a l 
b e r e we were a l l i n good b e a l t b b u t s i n c e t b e n i bave been s i c k 
w i t b d i s e n t e r e y So t b a t i bave n o t been a b l e t o dijS anny t b i n g 
most a l l bave gone t o t b e mines b u t t b e way t b a t im s i t u a t e d 
i j u s t d ^ n o t h i n g a t p r e a s a n t my goods t b a t I b r o u g h t o u t I 
c a n t g e t t b e f i r s t b e e f i s w o r t h f r o m 6 t o 10 d o l l a r s 
and as f o r s e n d i n g them up t b e r i v e r t b a c h a r g e 6 d o l l a r s f o r 
l b when t b a y g e t I j f c S u t t e r s f o r t t b a y c b a r g e 96 Ce n t s p e r pound 
a l l t b a t bave been up >^iverage a b o u t 20 d o l l a r s p e r day b e r e 
a t San F r a n c i s c o t b a y i£f^ f r o m 5 t o 12 d o l l a r s p e r day i 

^> t b a t I bad l e f t t b e p l a c e a l o n e f o r one d o l l a r a^t 
a t home i s as good as i bave bows«»ever 1 must make t b e b e s t 
o f i t i WIS v e r e y much d i s a p o i n t e d n o t t o f i n d anny l e t t e r s b e r e 
f o r me b u t supose t h e r e i s sane m i s t a k e f o r I f e l t v e r y a n c b i o u s 
t o h e a r f r o m home b u t must wate u n t i l l t b e n e x t m a i l i b e a r 
t b a t t b e Ca l e n a has been r a g i n g i n B o s t o n b u t w e a t h e r i n Salme 
d i d n o t you may ask me what i t h i n k o f t b e p l a c e a l l 
I can say a t p r e s e n t i t h i n k b e s t o f t'bat i s a t home 
i c a n t g e t a '• s-r /$<=7<- s t o r e d f o r l e f s then 2 o r t h r e e 
d o l l a r s p e r month and What t o cbe w i t b them I c a n t say i w i s h 
t b a t t b a Y w e r e a t home & I was w i t b them b u t i t h i n k t b a t I s h a l l 
guw up t o t b e mine as scone as i g e t a b l e t h a t Due fi-i*/./ 
t b i n g b u t a t p r e s e n t i must l e a v e t b a t I want you t o be g a r d n e r 
& f i n d o u t iJ/»-? / l A ^ , ' - ^ was on t b e powder t b a t came f r o m 
npu/rrn^i- > ̂  e.-:n>-7V',~/' as t h e r e was a Bag Came on 
t b e Capt has c l a i m e d i t a l l t b o u g b be has ^ i / / . 
p f i t sp g a r d n e r can a p e r t a i n & l e t me no t h e r e w i l l 
be a n o t h e r ^-r^n^^^tx i n a f u e days and know one b r o u g h t no m a i l 
I s h a l l t r y t o p/^Vcrhxs-oi^ / t b i n g as sooone as i g e t a b l e t o 
go an i ' A v T j j ^ i am n o t f i t t o due anny M-'P/X^^'-'J''^ 

i h a r d l y know w e a t h e r you w i l l be a b l e t o r e a d t h i s l e t t e r o u r 
C h a r l e y be i s w e l l & H a r t e y & sends b i s l o v e t o a l l b e i n g so 
l o n g on t h e p a f s a g e I g o t a l l most d i s c o u r a g e d b u t 
f r o m y o u r s t b a t w o u l d be a g r e a t t r e a t t o b e a r t b a t you were 
a l l w e l l g i v e my l o v e t o a l l & t e l l W a r r e n t o be a good boy 

From y o u r a f e c t i o n a t e Husband t i l l 
D e a t h 

Joseph H a r t w e l l 

I * 
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