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THE WESTERN MAILS

\=
:
frd
DEAL SHIP LETTER
KnaP“*"t Letter written while "En Route"
AFonddulac 57 p—— from Fort Chipewyan on Lake

abasco””

Athabasca to York Factory via
Norway House.See map on left

g,
S Sohast X R ok Factoy for the rou'te taker} and‘ thed
egin A § ,wLYL rtage lu Loche (@ s NS A Posts mentioned,highlited in
S S, | iy oreae) N ’ & yellow. Also see other letters
le-d-lu-Crogs I RE 4 £ . . ) .
e el in this collection to John

A‘%‘ R B een Laie : ;. Stuart who was a Chief Factor
13 Fe.pi & ENorway . .
:m&:}) e 1 ." - in the H.B.Co.,returning to
CarltoMiou ,,.on SONA S England in 1836, retired in
——— 1839 and died January 14,1848.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

ténRaute”. Auguot 71h,...
ia..f/aaé.f«acﬁmy_{aa.@mjjéjo and

annived at Deal and receivad London 18 Oct.

Lettern is {rom Alexandes Rodenick Mcleod (c. 1782-1840), he entened the senvice
of ,t/,L_e Nonzh Wes Company in 1802. Hle became a chief traden with the Hudson's

Bg# (ompany at the iime of the union in 1821, He was appointed chief facton in
7836 and was in cﬁaag,eo,{iﬁ.&.ﬁﬂmbaamdwuidwﬁmz[ziﬁlettmwwaiﬂm

The first part of the letter are personal matters ,themails and his sons
education."Until I reached Norway House,the 11thulto, I anticepated leave of
absence,but it must be defered till '39 [1839].....then if God spares me, I shall
take a turn to the civilized World ,on Furlough,but whether I will cross the
Atlantic or not,is uncertain....Mr.E ¥~ Smith went down,and the charge of Atha-
basca [district] resolved on your humble Servant,I past the last season at Fort
Chipewyan [on Lake Athabasca]. F.Bectcher, by appointment went to G. Slave Lake -
P.[Peace] River,as the year before,our success in trade would have been very good
had G.S.Lake returns been egual to last year,or even the proceeding one, but un-
luckily it hardly came up to the half of the last years amount. Still the District
shows an amount of L 10,634 [English pounds] for the British market,all saleable
Furs.-other parts of the Northern Department,will also experience a depression in
Returns on outfit '37,and the current outfit is not likely to be turned to better
advantage,letting alone,the effects of a bad season, such as the last, there is
still a much greater evil lurking about,i.e. the small Pox, it has [caused] awful
ravages among the Plains Tribes in the Saskatchewan, & very late accounts from
[Fort] Carlton [N.Saskatchewan River],states it to be among the Beaver Hill Crees,
as yet we know not of its having proceeded Northwardly,but a rumour to that effect
was circulated in the early part of the last winter and the Natives,as is generally
the case on such occasions,felt sensibly alarmed,& in actively resulted there
from,and will last until the cause is removed, Vaccination has been resorted to,as
the most effectual means of avoiding the Contageon - My winter residence
will be [Fort] Dunvegan [on the Peace River], it is considered expedient that I
should see most of the Posts fall & Spring,which I admit is very proper,but it is
attended with inconvenience,arrising from my being so much out of the way,when
thre Expresses [Hudson Bay Co. ] pass and repass. Mr.Campbell [Robert,Chief Teader,
H.B.Co.] is now at Ft.Chipewyan to reside there both Winter & Summer with three
men ,the other Posts are allowed only two each & nine & twenty including a Guide is
allowed for the Summer Voyage,with with the strangest inj unctions against employ-
ing any natives to assist in the transport over P. laL - [Portage la Loche,Clear-
water River to Lake Methy] I have adhered there to,ana intend keeping to the letter
of the law. Our Boats are deep, 64 pieces forms the Lading that each have - we have
several days advance on the last year,yet I am not very certain of reching by Water.
-My wife & children,are gone to R.R. [Red River settlement] with a view to their

improvement...... Sincere Regards & Esteem/A.M.M.Leod.
John Stuart Esquire.”
Note: " In September last ,tomy no small surprise.who should I meet one day as I

was passing the Fort Gate at Slave Lake,but my son Alexander on his way to McK -

R - [Mackenzie River] to support R _ Campbell, in the long contemplated project of
establishing Deases Lake [Post],to which place they were to have incource of the
present Summer. Alexander holds the situation of an apprentice Clerk -"

v Note: * Edward Smith a partner in the North West Co. was made a Chief Factor on the
amalgamation of the N.W.Co. with the Hudson Bay Co. in 1821.As the letter indicates
he was in charge at Fort Chipewyan until he went on leave in 1837-38.Smith died in
1849.



