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fish Treaty 1838-1845
tract Steamship

Liverpool to Boston Liverpool

ioneer Steamship of the Transatlantic Steam Co., d. LP 6 Sept. 1839 on 6" of just 7 voyages, a. New
‘r ork 10 C M Red NEW YORK SHIP postmark and rated 20 3/4: 18 3/4 cts. inland + 2 cts. ship fee.

Forwarded closed bag to Boston with no further postal markings.



U.S. - British Postal Treaties
Pre U.S.-British Treaty __ —  — ————

Non-Contract Steamship

rolded Letter:

Great Western
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1 A ~iverpool to Boston

Acadia

- 740 with prepayment of the Cunard Packet rate of //. in
‘°n voyage of the Acadia, d. LP 4 Aug, a. Bos. 17

A

red ink. The letter was ¢




3 September 1840 Liverpool to New York Britannia

Paid 4/- Packet fee for 1 3/4 oz. Postage due /33 1/4 cts: 7 rates of 18 3/4 cts., inland fee for 150-300

miles + 2 cts. ship fee. Second transatlantic crossing: d. LP 4 Sept., a. Bos. 18 Sept.
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5 January 1841 Liverpool to Cambridge, MA
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nip 1840 -1849
Pre |
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4 February 1841 Liverpool to Boston

Britannia

Endorsed p. Britannia Str., the letter was postmarked PAID AT/LIVERPOOL/FE 4 1841 and
struck with the red one shilling rate mark, which is known from October 1840. The Cunard Liner
Britannia departed Liverpool on the 4 of February, stopped at Halifax and arrived in Boston on
the 22, The Boston exchange office treated it as a ship letter and thus struck it with the red
SHIP/6 (BPM 274), the rate for a single ship letter addressed to the port of arrival.



ondon to New Yorl : Acadia

Red orange London tombstone A/PAID/18SP 18/1841. Letter rated 4/6 with additional 1p in black circle

for a total of one shilling, seven pence for a 3 72 0z. weight. Acadia d. LP 19 Sept, a. Bos. 5 Oct. Boston
rated the letter postage due $2.45 (13 x 18 3/4 cts. for 100 to 400 miles + 2 cts. ship fee).
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.....

Postmarked PAID AT/LIVERPOC
Columbia d. LP 5 Oct., a. Bos.
Ac:cordmg to ﬁﬁ B




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
Maiden Voyage of SS Columbia
British Contract Steamship

20 January 1841 Off Boston to Chippawa, Upper Canada Columbia

A letter written during the voyage of the Columbia on her maiden Atlantic voyage, d. LP 5 Jan., a.
Bos. 21 Jan., posted on arrival at Boston. Rated 25 cts. in red ink by Boston exchange office for the
distance to the Canadian border and then in black ink /3 + 4 /%2 = 1/7 % currency, the Canadian inland
rate to Chippawa, Upper Canada via Halifax and Toronto. The letter arrived. on the 28, taking eight
lays due to the poor condition of tl < and 1ce at river crossings.

Steamer Columbia, Jany 20" 1841, 7 o’clock p.m.

L
o

“miles of Boston - sea is calm as in Summer - and running at the
rare of 12 miles per hour. We left Liverpool on the morning of the 5 and shall have made

this passage in a little over fifteen days - it is the first time any steamer has crossed the
Atlantic during Winter - and the extraordinary quick voyage of fifteen days at this season, a
good part of the time against head winds and heavy seas, and altogether very bad weather,
has put our Captain and indeed all the passengers in great spirits. We reached Halifax in
13 % days - stopped there five hours, had time to see the town, and shall be in Boston before
daylight tomorrow. I shall proceed by railway as far as I can towards home - I write this to

appraise you of my arrival and shall despatch it as soon as I'reach Boston....
Thomas Street



U.S. - by Stes | 1840 - 1849

Pre .5.- British Treaty
British Contract Ste hip 4 July 1840-1 July 184~

/

12 April 1841 Paris to New Orleans Acadia

FORWARDED BY/EMERSON & Co./HAVRE and numbered 4261, the letter was conveyed by
a messenger of the forwarding agency to the purser on the Cunard Packet Acadia who later
placed it in the mails in Boston. The Acadia departed Liverpool on 19 March, arriving Boston 7
April. The letter was postmarked (BPM 293) and rated 27 cts. (25 cts. for over 400 miles + 2
cts. ship fee) as postage due.



fee

ip

3 Mar. 1825 to 30 June 1845
sh

Zone rates + 2 cts.

British Contract Steamship

U.S. Inland Rates

Acadia

19 May 1841 Liverpool to Providence, RI

10 cts. for 30 - 80 inland miles + 2 cts. ship fee




PreU.S.—Bﬁt?shTruly: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
Liverpool Transit Markings

3 November 1841 |




S

This letter was hand carried from Copent
the orange-red "
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U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty

British Contract Steamship 4 July 1840 - 1 July 1845

AW L")

This letter was posted at BlshongteW I
Gatepostoﬁcemthecnyof ndon. |
packet rate of 1/~ (1s) was paid .

February with the ca«ms mﬁn,.u wﬂ n er own, si
steamerUmcoranm-"' uence e
to Hahfax on March 7. On 8 M

was postmarked (BPM M}mﬂ
fee).




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
British Contract Steamship

17 March 1842 Portsmouth to Raleigh Britannia

Written on board ship Off : Portsmouth England, the letter was posted at Portsmouth March
18 and struck with the large black 2 pence rate mark. It was re-rated in black mss. Is2p
collect to Boston. Since packet postage had to be prepaid, the letter was forwarded to London
and backstamped with a red encircled Returned for Postage and on its face a red boxed
Returned for Postage with mss. ls,asweﬂasaredboxedDelamedi"m'Pommm 6949
inscribed. The London post office applied the red mss. 1/~ rate and the red tombston
postmark E/PAID1 JU 1/1842. 'I‘heblackhvmmeln'mﬁnmmmmmm The
Bntanmad.LP4June,a.Bos131nnewhﬁe1twllmwmmm P postmark
and forwarded collect with 27 cts. postage mwmmwﬂmhm




U.S. Inland Rates: 3 March 1825 to 30 June 1845
Zone rates + 2 cts. Ship fee
British Contract Steamship

14 April 1842 Rome, IT to New York via Boston

18 3/4 cts. for 150 - 400 inland miles + 2 cts. ship fee

17 September 1841







U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 -1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
British Contract Steamship 4 July 1840 - 1 July 1849
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I_'re U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
First Voyage of SS Hibernia - British Contract Steamship

iz April 1843 Frankfurt to New York
Posted in Frankfurt 12 April (red dbl. circle) and marked 72/6 in red crayon on
reverse, the Anglo-Bremen pre-convention transit rate (effective 1 Dec. 1844) of
1s/8d to London. Endorsed Via Liverpool p. Steamer. The letter was sent to
Aachen to go into the mail bags for the United Kingdom and struck with a large red
boxed P.D. Red London PAID transit and red 1/- packet rate. Black LP transit
APR 18/43. Hibernia d. LP 19 Apr. on maiden voyage, a. Bos. 4 May.
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Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
British Contract Steamships - Hand Stamped Rate Markings

4 December 1843 Liverpool to Baltimore Hiber

1/-. Packet rate. Hibernia d. LP 5 Dec., a. Bos. 20 Dec. Postage due 20 % cts. (note inverted
3) for inland rate of 18 % cts. for 150 to 400 miles + 2 cts. ship fee. |




Pre U. S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845

March 1843 London to New York Columbia

Paid /- Packet rate. London red tombstone PAID/3MR3/1843. Columbia d. LP 4 Mar., a. Bos 20 Mar. Red

BOSTON/SHIP and postage rate handstamp 20 3/4 (early use): 18 3/4 cts. inland rate for 150-400 miles + 2 cts.
ship fee.
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Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845

Both lettersweretoNewYorkaansatthe BIREAUMALMMW@&MWN
(paid to destination, i.e. U.S. frontier). Thehﬁerofl#h@lmmmmﬁ arti
Anglo-French Convention of 1336 Itsupulahedam vacket fee of 12 decimes an

0fI5decnnesforaleﬁerwell7g'ams,

May, a. Bos. 1 June, it was p:
cts. ship fee). 'IheletterafBIMayIM?cmm

requiring a rate of 32 decimes (reverse) for Iﬂ
18 June, where it was rmd 77cts. H..n..-.-‘: A0¢
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Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
British Contract Steamship - Hand stamped Rate Markmgs
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18 August 1843 London to New York | Britannia

Posted in London on August 18. The packet rate of 7 shilling was paid and the letter was endorsed
Pr. Steamer Packet Britannia via Halifax and forwarded to Liverpool. The Britannia d. LP 19 Aug.,
was delayed by fog at Halifax for 36 hours and a. Bos. 3 Sept. Red BOSTON SHIP exchange office
postmark applied and the 20 3/4 cts. rate mark for a distance of 150 to 300 miles inland rate + 2 cts.
sea passage.
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15 Deceuberl ndon to New York

The letter was posted in a suburban po:
then forwarded I-ttg e y

........

received 24 January IMM
23. Hence the letter may ha



Pre U.S. —British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
British Contract Steamship
Inland Rate of 27 Cents
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29 October 1843 Paris to New Orleans Caledonia

Posted in Paris and endorsed Via I’Angleterre, letter rated 15 decimes (reverse): 10 decimes
sea and 5 decimes French for 7 % grams wt. (Anglo-French convention June 1.) Red PP for
paid to destination. Orange red London and black Liverpool transit marks Carried on
Caledonia, d. LP 4 Nov., a. Bos. 21 Nov. Rated 27 cts.: 25 cts. inland rate for over 25 miles

+ 2 cts. ship fee.
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U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

P ritish Treaty |
B Steamship 4 July 1840 - 1 July 1845

13 August 1844 Marseille to Boston Britannia

Posted Marseilles/28/AUOT/44 with mss. notations on reverse side 7 %2 (grams weight) and /7 +
10/27 decimes on reverse side (17 decimes for French internal rate + 10 decimes, the rate for
passage from Calais to Great Britain and by British packet to the United States, according to the
Anglo-French Treaty of 3 April 1843). The letter arrived in Paris on 1 September and was struck
with the red boxed P.P. (partial payment) and then struck twice with P.D. (paid to destination
[frontier]). The letter, endorsed p. Steamer of 4” September - via Liverpool, was carried on the
Packet Britannia, departing Liverpool 4 September, arriving in Boston 17 September where it

was stamped SHIP/6, fee for delivery at port of entry.



PrelﬁU..Sj. ~ British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845
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4 December 1844 Liverpool to Neiv .York
4/- quadruple Packet rate PAID AT LIVERPOOL. Acadia d. LP 4 Dec., a . Bos. 21 Dec.

E orwardec! closed mail bag to NY. Postage due 77 cts. for quadruple rate of 1 oz. (4 x 18 3/4cts.
+ 2 cts. ship fee)

Acadia




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 4 July 1840 to 1 July 1845

British Contract Steamship

18 March 1845 Manchester, GB to Providence, RI Caledonia
Posted as prepaid //-on March 18 and forwarded to London and Liverpool on March 19, the letter was

finally conveyed on the Caledonia, d. LP 5 Apr., a. Bos. 21 Apr. where it was rated 12 cts.: 10 cts. inland
+ 2 cts. ship fee.




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 1 July 1845 to 1 July 1848
British Contract Steamships
New U.S. inland rates: effective 1 July 1845
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3 July 1845 London to Meadyville, Pa Britannia

1/- Packet rate. Carried by the Britannia, d. LP 4 July, a. Bos. 19 July. This was the second
arrival of a Cunard liner since inception of new inland postage fee effective 1 July 1845: 5
cts. to 100 mi., 10 cts. over 300 mi. prepaid or unpaid. Postage due 72 cts.: 10 cts. + 2 cts.

ship fee.
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COS6 468812 152-09000-100382

il 1 636 Trans Atfantic-by Destination 53 to E

Kkl S840 M e rance, NEW ORLEANS, La.

ue on FL, Blue h/s "10" & "PAID" rate markin on FL "per British
MSMmﬁmBomﬂ'ath.RadL i < 1 "COL O Y
&c. ART.12." h/s, Boulogne imnl:it plrk b i

(PH)...$250 strike at UR, addr Paris France, boxed "COLONIES/
NEW ORLEANS TO FRA

VF, ex Arthur White
e ——
CUNARD LINE

R.M.S. Cambr.ia
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o Paris post




U.S. - G. B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 184¢€

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
British Contract Steamship 1 July 1845 - 29 June 184




(6 L

28 September Philadelphia to Manchester Cambria

This letter was posted in Philadelphia with an attached rate of 10 cts. As postage due,
presumanbly to cover the internal cost of a registered letter to England ®. The cambria departed
Boston 1 October, a LP 14 Oct. (Black transit with AMERICA (Tabeart P5 on reverse) and
black one shilling postage due stamped on face of letter. Notation by recipient confirms that the




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 1 July 1845 to 1 July 1848
British Contract Steamship

2 April 1846 Musselburgh, Scotland to Lexington, VA Caledonia
Endorsed Per Royal Mail Line from Liverpool to Boston,. 1/- Packet rate PAID in London.

Caledonia d. LP 4 Apr., a. Bos. 20 Apr. Sent closed bag to Phil. Blue 12 in circle postage
due: 10 cts. inland for over 300 mi. + 2 cts. ship fee. Forwarded to Lexington, arr. 27 Apr.
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June. Sent closed bag
2 cts. ship fee.




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 1 July 1845 to 1 July 1848
British Cnnh‘act Steamshlps

26 April 1846 Bremen to Baltimore Britannia
Letter forwarded to England under provisions of the Anglo-Bremen Convention of 1841.

Marked FRANCO (paid) by the Stadt Post Abteilung, indicating prepayment to the U.S. frontier
(40 Bremen Grote not shown on cover). London exchange office applied PAID and red ink 1/6,
indicating British share of postage. LP transit mark. Britannia d. 5 May, a. Bos. 21 May. Sent

closed bagtoBaltlmore ratedIZc’ts postagedue(lﬂcts mland+20ts Shlp fee)
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Ls. paid SNERNE— o -ond SHIP LETTER. E
Boston/ Steamer Qf 4 WI&M thm d..' 4 July, a. Bos



U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty |
British Contract Steamship 4 July 1840 - 29 June 1848

18 August 1846 5, LA to La Poutroye, FR Britanni

Endorsed Boston Steamer. Posted in New Orleans where the sender PAID 10 cents for the U.S.
inland rale 1or ove 5u0 miles, the letter was carried on the Packet Britannia, departing Boston
lv ssuse .i..ug Liverpool 3 September. The London Exchange Office orange-red transit

mark is dated BA/14SEP14/1246 (reverse). It also applied the red boxed COLONIES/&c
ART.13. Under the new convention itai

for sea and British transit. The new




U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
British Contract Steamship - 4 July 1840 - 29 June 1848

Cahdmm

24 October 1846 Charleston, S.C. to Bord

Endor<~1 » Boston Steamer Caledoma I“N@mmm the letter was posted on 24 October
ma N and 20 cents fm' a&ouble weight letter for over 300 miles. Camed on the

Packet Caledon a4, _
received the orange- red London circular
red d/&C ART. .
left corner as 45 grams. Hence, th
Britain for sea e and trans
Calais to Bordeaux, a d e
MOV




Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 1 July 1845 ti 1 July 1848
British Contract Steamships

25 February 1847 Genoa to Boston

Noted in the opening sentence that this is a duplicate letter, a frequent business practice, the letter was
posted at the Lonbard Street post office in London on 2 March. The sender paid the packet rate of one
shilling and the letter was sent to Liverpool where it received the black transit handstamp L/MR/C, The
Hibernia d. LP on 4 Mar, a. LP 20 Mar. It was received in Boston as a ship letter and struck with the

SHIP!G rate stamp for a letter addressed to the port of ently

the black Lnrl mit* - dsamp o
aboard the steamer Cambria, de ATty 4
BOSTON S}ﬂl’markmﬁa%m %



U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 -1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
British Contract Steamship 1 July 184S - 29 June 1848




U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
©“ish Contract Steamship 1845 - 29 June 1848

cket rate paid
12 cts. due at Forest Lake
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Pre U.S. — British Treaty: 1 July 1845 to 27 June 1848
British Contract Steamship

/ 1 L0 3

7 : :

s

29 August 1847 Cove at Cork, IR to New Haven, CT - Britannia

1/-. Packet rate paid. Postage due in New Haven 7 cts.: 5 cts. inland fee for a distance under 300
miles + 2 cts. ship fee.
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U.S. - G.B. Mails by Steamship 1840 - 1849

Pre U.S. - British Treaty
British Contract Steamship 1 July 1845 - 29 June 1848

oy

29 August 1847 Cove at Cork, IR to New Haven, CT ‘ | Britannia
1s packet rate paid Postage due 2 cts. ship fee + 5 cts. inland fee for a

7 cts. due at New Haven, CT | distance under 300 miles; (BPM 294)




1840-1849
4 July 1840-27 June 1848
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