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This company was the immediate predecessor of The Pony Express. It was organized by the firm of Russell, Majors & Waddell
for the purpose of saving the partnership’s freighting operations to army posts in the West. They were one of two firms that
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carried mail to the Pike’s Peak region when the gold rush began there.

COC&PPE had obtained the mail contract from St. Joseph to Salt Lake City operating over the Platte River Road. They carried
the express Pike’s Peak mail over this route as far as Julesburgh, where it was diverted south to Denver, which had a post office,

but no mail route serving the town.

This cover originated in Illinois. At St. Joseph it was handed to the express company, which delivered it to Mountain City,
Kansas Territory. In addition to the St. Joseph COC&PPE oval, it has a black on yellow label of the company, one of four known

examples.
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As the company’s finances deteriorated, COC&PPE was said to mean “Clean Out of Cash & Poor Pay.”
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