S.S. WASHINGTON
MAIDEN VOYAGE

1847
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On June 1, 1847 the Washington left its New York City dock on her maiden voyage. It carried as
a passenger the First Assistant Postmaster General, Selah R. Hobbie. He was bound for Furope to
negotiate postal treaties with Great Britain and the German States.

Hobbie was rebuffed in England. Beginning with this voyage postal officials there started charging
mail carried by American packets with British packet rates, even though the American transatlantic
rate had been prepaid in the United States and the mail had been carried by an American packet.
The prepaid American packet rate (5 cents inland from Philadelphia to New York, the port of
embarkation, plus the packet rate of 24 cents, for a total of 29 cents) is stamped on the cover, as
well as the British rate of 1 shilling. This outrageous behavior triggered the Anglo-American postal

war of 1847-48.
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