British & U.S. Acts of 1814 1814 - 1816
Private Sailing Ship

Rates Respond to the Economics of War

Commerce with the United States was important to British business, so with packet service unavailable,
GPO London reduced the ship-letter rate by 30% to 8 % pence. Conversely, because the U.S. Treasury
was essentially bankrupt, American inland rates and the ship-letter fee were increased by 50%.

Withdrawn Ship Letter: Cartel Ship Through British Blockade of the Delaware River
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London, 30 December 1814
Prepaid 8 %°, one third the packet rate of 2/2

Ship Pacific : London departure unknown, Philadelphia 17 May 1815 139 days
Transit 45 days from Cork, where delayed several weeks by gales

Philadelphia rated 277 cents due: 2¢ ship, 17¢ inland, 8¢ surcharge
7 withdrawn ship letters landed at Philadelphia

U.S. Act of 1814

Act of 1814, Geo lll c. 169 SSDRAWR effective 1 Feb 1815
effective 10 Oct 1814 AN Mileage Coants
Senders could use any private ship of ' &d ' Lﬂgtgc:)ver o ‘1|§
their choosing if they prepaid one third e —— Y\ 90:150 18%
of the 2s2d packet-letter rate (26%x .33 o Y )DE30 1 150-300 25,/‘
= 8.58°, rounded to 8.5%. Such letters =l SVDEOSL ] 30&-500 = 2
were thus “withdrawn” from the mails. 1814 YA/ Over 500 37%
The Post Paid Withdrawn-Ship-Letter "N Shio lette
option was terminated on 11 July 1815. ONTO o et L ¢
e h Elsewhere, plus postage 2
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