Act of 1825 1825 - 1845
British Contract Sailing Ship

Introduction of Packet Service Via Bermuda

When Falmouth-New York packet service was terminated in late 1826, letters for America were sent
on the Falmouth-Bermuda packet. From Bermuda a Cunard sailing ship was contracted to take
them to Annapolis. Only nine such voyages were made before the service ended in October 1827
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Monmouth, Wales, 27 June 1827
Prepaid 2/1, the single packet rate
Packet Eclipse, Falmouth 4 August, Bermuda arrival unknown

Cunard sailing packet Emily from Bermuda, Annapolis 18 September 85 days

Annapolis rated 147 cents due: 2¢ ship, 12%¢ inland

10 letters recorded via Annapolis packet, only 2 to Philadelphia

U.S. Act of 1825
effective 1 May 1825
Mileage Cents
Not over 30 6
30-80 10
80-150 12%
150-400 18%
Over 400 25
Ship letters
Delivered at port 6
Elsewhere, plus postage 2

Letters arriving by Bermuda packet entered the mail in Annapolis, not—as reported in the literature— taken to Washington by
special courier. The trip to Philadelphia by mail coach took an entire day
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