


COUNTERFEIT 1920 SURCHARGES

In the late 1960's a new variety of 1920 revalue made

a belated appearance, It seemed to be quite genuine,

and was tentatively accepted and listed as Shh-47,
Baltimore II, since all coples carried an advertising
form from Baltimore, The 1970 edition of the UPSS
catalog showed the card, and tncluded a footnote

that stated that research was still going on.

Within a very short time information was turned up which
proved beyond question that this card was the product

of the same Mr, Bangs who had produced the "unofficial
York revalue", as well as several other fraudulent
varleties of surcharge, Since he had never sold any

of them, but had merely distributed them among his
friends as a joke, and since the face value of the cards
had been decreased rather than increased, no action

was ever taken,

(THCS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESSj

Fraudulent Baltimore surcharge, produced as hoax.

Q Leaning i ! Inverted |
numeral card blank, Surcharge | one inverted.




COUNTERFEIT 1920 SURCHARGES

Revalulng surcharges lend themselves well to counterfeiting,
not only for profit, as with the one-line Washington sur-
charge in 1920 (S43) but also for fun, A certain collector
by the name of Bangs produced a number of unofficial 1¢ sur-
charges in 1920, and distributed them among his friends rather
as a joke than as a way of turning a profit, Unfortunately,
at least one of them established itself as a legitimate sur-
charge, and was for a long time accepted as such by other-
wlse knowledgable collectors, This was the so-called York
surcharge, credited to the York, Pa,, Post Office, and
listed by UPSS as S4l4-45, While often questioned, it had its
champions until, in 1971, a copy turned up which had not

only the normal surcharge but also a second one inverted in
the lower left corner, Since it had always been accepted that
the surcharge had been applied in two parts, a hand-stamped
numeral 1 and a typewritten CENT, it was immediately obvious
that what could easily have been a machine error could only
have been deliberately produced by hand, The card has always
been rare, and is still a desirable item, but it no longer
enjoys any official status,

(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

York unofficial revalue (formerly S44-45), Double
strike of the numeral 1.
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