Voyage Seventeen

Freight Money
London Two Penny Post
Ausurn, NY TO LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)
Ship Information

The Great Western
departed New York
December 9, 1840
arriving Bristol
December 23, 1840.
Length of voyage 14
days 9 hours.

Postal Information

United States -43%¢
25¢ + 18%¢ = 433%4¢

R T : - E Freight Money plus inland
il 7 g . - i 1
v Criin L. S g M Ea : reight Money plus inlan
e L2ta# //2&(4:,( L/ X 7 | i 2

\ e gy postage. o
e y Great Britain 9d
8d.+1d=9d
Ship letter fee plus

Letter posted and fees collected. These are noted in pencil in lower B
o : . - : orwarding fee. Two penny
left corner with freight money noted in blue in upper right corner. post fees collected on
In London initial addressee paid ship letter fee and forwarded to delivery.. .-
Cecil Street address. This required an additional 1d indicated by the
large ‘1’hand stamp. Freight money covers from Auburn, NY are
quite scarce. (Winter)

London two penny post handled the
forwarding. Note the twodifferenttypes . - e 4 L
of indented Two Penny Post stamps. "~ = = Ly ‘(" £ 0s
Upper right date is on top-and lower - - .
left,date is on the bottom. Red single .

circle stamp is the London receiving p—
stamp indicating AM processing. Ora '\
-\ vy TTIar 4
=,



Letter  posted at
Huddesfield and
dispatched as directed.
'The red oval “PAID/at/
HUDDESFIELD,” is
Mackay type 2349.

The Great Western
departed Bristol June
4, 1840 arriving New
York June 18, 1840.

Length of voyage 14
days 18 hours.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢

e T e —— e o O

Letter privately carried to Ship’s agent in New York.

RN - 184 Complete Voyage Fourteen

HupDESFIELD, ENGLAND TO NEW YORK
(via BrisToL)

- Ship Information
Great Western
s New
York July 1, 1840
i in Bristol
July 15, 1840.

Postal Rates
Canada
United States -

Freight money probably paid but not noted as
discussed in Winter and Arnell.

o

Great Britain ‘ 8d



CHARLESTON, SC TO ScHIEDAM, HOLLAND
(via NEw YORK, BrisToL, LONDON AND ROTTERDAM)

22 AP
F .
/..v'. 54

GEVARDY

i

Marks Front:

A Red single circle Charleston
post stamp.

B Red ‘PAID’ Charleston paid
stamp.

C Bristol ship letter stamp
Robertson type S 7 in use 1806 - 1842.
D Senders forwarding stamp
used as return address.

Marks Back:

E Red single circle London
receiving stamp.

F Black stamp London foreign
office transit stamp.

G  Red foreign transit stamp.

Complete Voyage Twenty Two

Easterly Leg
Freight Money

Charleston noted
freight money in lower
right and postage in
upper left corners as
usual. Senders used
their forwarding agent

- stamp as return address.

London addressee

reposted  letter to
Holland

- Ship Information
The Gmt Western
New York
November 23, 1641
 Bristol

Deeember 6, 1841.
Length of voyage 13
~days5hours.

Postal Rates

United States 50¢
Freight Money plus
postage.

Great Britain 8d
Incoming ship letter

Great Britain =~ 1/4d

Transit fee to Holland

Holland 50 sty
Debit 16 sty to England,
inland postage.



REAT WESTERN - 183"

Voyage Nine
Freight Money

NEW ORLEANS TO BORDEAUX, FRANCE
(via New YORrk, BrisToL, LONDON, CALAIS AND PARIS)

Letter posted New Orleans with postage and freight money
fees noted in usual manner. Postage in upper right and

Postal Rates

United States 50¢
Inland postage 25¢
Freight money 25¢

Great Britain 1/5d

Rerated to transfer
fee to France 1/6d.

France 33 dec
1/8d debited to Great
Britain. Inland post
15 dec. for weight
7.75 grams and
distance 440 miles.

freight money in upper left. Proceeded through normal
channels to final destination in Bordeaux, France.

Marks Front:

A Blue New Orleans single circle post stamp
and paid stamp.

B Red New York transfer stamp.

C Black Bristol Ship Letter stamp Robertson
type S 8 in use 1833 - 1844.

F Red double circle Calais transfer stamp.

. » - gy

Marks Back:

D Red double circle London PM processing
stamp.

E Black London Foreign Letter Office stamp
Mackay type 48.

G Blue double circle Paris transfer stamp.

H Black double circle Bordeaux receiving
stamp.




- 1839 Complete Voyage Seven
Easterly Leg
Freight Money

PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(viaA NEW YORK AND BRISTOL)

Postal Rates Letter posted in Philadelphia for

United States  37%¢ dispatch on Great Western. Final
25¢ +12%¢ = 37%¢ delivery in London through Two
Inland postage plus Penny Post.
freight money.

Great Britain ~ 1/5d
8d +9d = 17d or 1/5d
Two Penny Post fee
collected on delivery.

Marks Front:
A Blue Philadelphia post and
paid.

B Red New York transfer stamp.
= Black Bristol Ship Letter
stamp Robertson type S8 in use 1833
- 1844.

Marks Back:

D Red single circle London
receiving stamp.

E Red Two Penny stamp Mackay
type 165.



Voyage Thirty Two

Double Forwarding Agent
Saint Louts, MO To LoNDON Express Letter
(via NEw YORK AND LIVERPOOL)
Ship Information

The Great Western
departed New York
October 19, 1843
arriving  Liverpool
November 1, 1843.

5 y Length of voyage 12
7 - days and 17 hours.

(%* e ?7/ CK‘“MJ /% /Cocdj Postal Rates
; : ¥ B i1 United States 0
: s Y F%// v//(é‘;/ £ AW Harden Co. applied a PAID
ﬂ" {z’za/ ) 1 L& | stamp but no amount noted.
k. { : &
VI ) /%//// o g T Great Britain 0
=8 o ;j S No evidene of payment when

letter removed from bag.
Two Penny fee collected on

Letter privately carried to forwarding agent in New

York. Passed to Harden & Co. Express where letter e
bagged for London. Bag opened in London and letter
placed in London Two Penny Post for delivery.
T TR Marks:
o < pat B A Forwarding agent Goodhue, New York
e : '\ ;s ;. stamp.
2;:' 78 B Harden Express stamp

C Red circle Pd/H stamp applied by

jé,u7 Aoy ¢

a dl “ers /érr/ (,,.7 3
/4 S A Al
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Py ; «_Z(‘z/(////,, %
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1843 sailing season was cut short by the sailing to'New York via
Madeira (voyage 28). Therefor only four voyages were in this year.
The level of passenger activity remained nearly the same with westerly
voyage averaging 97 and the easterly 100 passengers. Profits for
1843 were almost double the previous year with 9,351 pounds 11
shillings 1 pence.




- 1838

LErTH, ScoTLAND TO RIcHMOND, VA
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Cover posted in Leith to meet the steamer at Bristol.
The faint Leith “PAID” marking is Mackay type 55B,
and the double circle “PAID” is Mackay type 34B.

Ship Information
The Great Western
~ departed Bristol June 2,
1838, arrived New York
June 17, 1838. Length
of voyage 12 days

14

Postal Rates
Great Britain 1/-
5/6 William IV ¢ 25,
8/21/1825.
United States 20%4¢

18%¢ + 2¢ = 20%¢

Marks:
A - Faint Leith “PAID”

B - Double circle “PAID”

Complete Second Voyage
Westerly Leg

C - New York receiving stamp



Matanzas, CuBa TO LONDON
(viA NEW YORK AND BRISTOL)

(strrid7i %

Wirapper carried to ship’s agent in New York.
Mail entered Great Britain’s postal service in
Bristol. Proceeded to London by mail coach.

The Great Western
~ departed New York
16, 1838,
arrived Bristol August
30, 1838. Length of
~ voyage 13 days 2 hours.

Postal Rates
Cuba 0
United States 0
Great Britain 1/6
8d +10d =18d or 1/6
Ship letter fee + inland
postage.

Voyage Three



- 1838 : Voyage Three

NEW YORK TO PARIS
(via BrisToL, LONDON AND CALAIS)

Wrapper carried to ship’s agent in New York. Mail entered Great Britain’s postal
service in Bristol. Proceeded to London by mail coach. Delivered to Rothschild
in London, hand carried to addressee in Paris

Black stepped Bristol Ship Letter stamp is Robertson type S7 in use 1806 - 1842.
Red double circle, upper right, is London transfer stamp.

~ Ship Information P o
F nite es
The  Great  Western Great Britain 1/6
 departed New York 8d + 10d = 18d or 1/6
Angn:t 16, 1838, Ship letter fee + inland
arrived Bristol August postage.
- 30, 1838. Length of France 0
~ voyage 13 days 2 hours




YREAT WESTERN - 1838 Voyage Five

Freight Money
PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(via BrisToL)
Postage and freight money fees Postal Rates
noted in usual manner, upper United States 37Ya¢
right corner. On arrival Bristol, Inland plus freight money.
mail forwarded to London by mail Great Britain 1/5d
coach. Two Penny Post delivery Ship letter fee plus inland.
indicated by red stamp, Willcocks
& Jay type L459.

Voyclge 5 marked the end of first year of operation on
the North Atlantic. The Great Western had made five round
trip voyages carrying an average of 87 passengers on the
westerly trips and 90+ on the easterly trips. At this time
she went into dry dock at Milhaven for equipment check and
overhaul. Financially her owners received a profit of £7,679
11 shillings, and 3 pence.




GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Complete Voyage Six
Westerly Leg

Voyage SiX started second year operating on the North
Atlantic. Great Western departed Bristol January 28, 1839
and arrived New York February 2, 1839. Her passenger load
on this voyage was much better than the first voyage of 1838,
than only 7 passengers made the trip to New York. On this
voyage, 104 passengers enjoyed the trip.

LoNDON TO QUEBEC
(via BrisToL, NEw YORK AND MONTREAL, U.C.)

Carried to ship’s agent in Bristol. Dispatched
as indicated.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 0
United States  20%¢
To be collected in
Canada.

Canada 2/-
1/1cy+1lcy =2/-
U.S. to be collected plus

- Montreal to Quebec.




- 1839 Complete Voyage Six
Easterly Leg

NEw YORK TO LYON, FRANCE
(via BrisToL, LONDON AND CALAIS)

Postal Rates Letter privately carried to ships | Ship Information
United States 0 agent in New York. Dispatchedon | 'Ihe ‘G i W i“_ e
Great Britain 1/6 the most convenient steamer. . . Nk VYo %

Rated 1/6 for mail going g _

through Great Britain ; February 25, 1839,

to France per Article ‘arrived at  Bristol

VI, 6. Anglo-French March 12, 1839.

;l:lclm\{?;t;on implemented Lengd) of voyage 14

) 4 - = hours

France 32 dec 2 days 12 e

18 dec due England

14 dec inland fee

% L ".

/f ././/./jl/“/ /;// - .
Marks From o mm— Marks Back:
A Bristol Ship Letter Robertson type S7 in use D London receiving, AM Processing.
1806 - 1842. E London Foreign Letter Office stamp.
B Ship Letter applied by London Foreign F Lyon receiving stamp.

Letter Office.
C Calais transfer stamp..



GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Complete Voyage Seven
Westerly Leg

Lonpon To St. Louts, MO
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Unusual destination for Pioneer Steamers. Red
“PAID SHIP LETTER/CROWN/22 MR 22/1839 -
LONDON-"Robertson type S51, in use 1838 to 1847.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 1/-
GPO Notice January 12,
1838.
United States 27¢
25¢ + 2¢ = 27¢
~ Inland postage plus ship
letter fee. b




Voyage Seven
Double Freight Money
Two Penny Post

PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(via NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)

Postal Rates Note rating confusion in Great

United States 75¢  Britain, Liverpool rated letter as |  S5F £
(2X 12%¢) + (2 X 25¢) = 75¢ a triple, London office rated it as | The  Grear  Western
Inland postage plus freight a double letter. Letter posted to dw New York April
S merchant Morrison & Cryder | 22,1839, arrived at Bristol

G(Zn;?;g?t(% 9d) = 34d frllo in London. They forwarded an | May 7, 1839. Length of
2/10 inclosed letter to St. Petersburg. voyage 15 days 0 hours.
Two Penny Post fee collected
on delivery.

Marks Front:

A Blue Philadelphia post and paid stamps.

B Red New York transit mark.

C Black Bristol Ship Letter stamp Robertson
type S8 in use 1833 - 1844.

Marks Back:

D Red single circle London receiving stamp.
E Red Two Penny Post stamp Willicocks &
Jay type L459 in use 1836 - 1843.




GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Complete Voyage Eight
Westerly Leg

LiverrooL TO NEW YORK
(viA BRISTOL)

Letter carried to ship’s agent in

Postal Rates i 1. Dispatched as endorsed
Great Britain ¥~ o i e
Out bound ship letter rate . : : 2
Baass Srerior Tocution Red rimless circle Liverpool Ship

United States 6¢ Letter with crown, Robertson type S
151838 - 1841.




ERN - 183¢ Voyage Ten
Double Letter
LONDON TO BOSTON Consignee Letter

(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Shiplnfomuﬁon
{'lhe Great Western
~departed  Bristol
 August 24, 1839
~arriving New York
~ September 10, 1839.
- Length of voyage 16
daysmhouts. St

sl ok

Postal Rates
Great Britain 0

United States 39%¢
(2 x 18%¢) + 2¢ = 39%¢

Duplicate double letter carried to ship’s agent in Bristol
for dispatch. Original copy posted on Dramatic Line

acket Garrick.
P PAris To NEw YORK

~ Ship Information
’Ihe Great Western
- departed Bristol
August 24, 1839
arriving New York
September 10, 1839.
Length of voyage 16
days 20 hours. ‘

Postal Rates
France 0
Great Britain 0
United States 6¢

Letter accompanied described merchandise carried on
this voyage. Therefor no land or ship fees were due
until delivery in New York.



GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Voyage Ten
Complete Voyage
Westerly Leg

LiverrooL TO RicHmoOND, VA
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

/?// M:mo "‘

7

Letter posted in London for dispatch as indicated. Red
rimless “Ship Letter stamp with crown is Robertson
type S 15 in use 1838 - 1863. In lower left, red single
circle stamp is New York receiving stamp.

Postal Rates
Great Britain  1/-
1 Victoria ¢34, August

1,1837.
United States 20%¢
18%¢ + 2¢ = 20%¢




EAT WESTERN - 183 Voyage Ten
Complete Voyage
Easterly Leg

NEw YORK TO COGNAC, FRANCE
(via BristoL, LONDON, CALAIS AND PARIS)

Letter carried to ship’s
agent for dispatch as
indicted.

Shiylnformﬁon

’!he Great Western
New York
September 21, 1839
~ arriving  Bristol
- October 4, 1839.
- Length of voyage 13

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain ~ 1/6d

Transfer rate through
Great Britain shown in
upper right corner.

France 32dec
18dec debit to Great
Marks Front: Britain, 14dec French
Upper Right - Black straight line Bristol Ship Letter inland postage.

stamp Robertson type S 8.

Left - Red double circle Calais transfer stamp.

Marks Back:

A Red single circle London
receiving stamp.

B Black London Foreign Letter
Office stamp.

C Blue double circle Paris
transfer stamp.

D Black doubled circle Cognac

receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Voyage Ten
" Double Freight Money

BALTIMORE TO LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND BRisTOL)

A ‘% Letter posted in Baltimore,

- postage and freight money
fees collected noted in upper
right corner

Postal Rates

United States 87%¢

Postage 37%¢

Freight money 50¢
Great Britain  2/10d

2(8d +9d) = 34d or

2/10d

Inland postage plus ship

letter fee.

Marks:
Left Edge - Faint red Baltimore post stamp.
Bottom - Red single circle New York transfer stamp.
Center - Black straight line Bristol Ship Letter stamp Robertson
type S 8 in use 1833 - 1844.
Top - Red single circl;e London receiving stamp, AM processing.



GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Voyage Eleven

Voyage 11 completed the 1839 sailing season. She went into
dry dock at Bristol for repairs and refit. Due to size of Great Western,
moving her into Bristol port required removal of a portion of her pad-
dle wheels. This and need to bring passengers and cargo by lighter to
her anchorage proved to be a significant task.

In 1842 she sailed a triangular pattern Bristol - New York - Liverpool
as a trail before adopting Liverpool as her eastern terminus in 1843.

BosToN TO LONDON
(via NEwW YORK AND BRISTOL)

Letter carried to ship’s agent in New York for dispatch
as indicated. Letter has no London receiving marks.

Black straight line Bristol Ship Letter stamp Robertson
type S 8 is only postal mark on cover.

Postal Rates
United States 0

Great Britain  1/5d
8d +9d =17d or 1/5d




GREAT WESTERN - 1839 Voyage Eleven

New YORK TO LONDON

Letter carried to ship’s agent in New York for dispatch
as indicated.

United States 0 -
Great Britain 1/5d
8d +9d = 17d or 1/5d.




GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Complete Voyage Twelve
; Westerly Leg

In 1840 Great Western looked forward to six voyages with increased
passengers and a record number in July when 152 passengers traveled
from New York to Bristol.

LonpoN To NEW YORK
(via BrisTOL)




GREAT WESTERN - 184 Complete Voyage Twelve
Easterly Leg

PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND BRisToL)

Letter posted in Philadelphia, postage and

! Postal Rates freight money fees noted in usual manner in

Ug::ﬁesf::it;:t moan ’ upper right corner. Dispatched as endorsed.
and postage.

Gosar Bulinin: - 300 In this exhibit, this is the first example of the
Double inbound ship uniform postal rate for inbound ship letters.
letter rate - TW jan 10, This rate was established by Treasury Warrant
1840 January 10, 1840.

Marks Front:
Blue - Single circle Philadelphia post
and double octagonal PAID.

Black - Straight line Bristol Ship
Letter stamp Robertson type S 8.

Mark Back:
London single circle receiving stamp.



GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Complete Voyage Thirteen
Westerly Leg

LoNDpON TO BoSTON
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Letter posted at London Lombard Street Station.
Dispatched to steamer as directed.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d

United States 2034¢
18%¢ + 2¢ = 20%¢

Marks:
Right Side - Red Maltese cross post stamp.

Middle - Red rimless oval Paid Ship Letter stamp with crown
Robertson type S 51.

Lower Left - Faint New York single circle transfer stamp.

1



841 Complete Voyage Thirteen
Easterly Leg

Outport Ship Letter Handstamps:

London Ship Letter office used ship letter handstamps from Bristol, Deal,
Dover, Portsmouth, Southampton and Weymouth for any of the following
reasons.

1. To correct a letter incorrectly or not rated at port of landing

2. To mark and assess for postage any letters missed at port of entry

3. To mark and assess postage any letters pre-bagged for London at point
of origin.

Letters so marked will show the ship letter mark in red and not have a mark
from the outport. This shows an example of this marking. (Tabeart)

NEew York To LONDON
(via BrisToL)

Quadruple letter carried to ship’s agent in New York
and dispatched as directed. Red Bristol Ship Letter
stamp Robertson type S 8 in upper right. Red single

circle London receiving stamp is on back.

Postal Rates T i3
United States "0 - Ship Information
Great Britain 2/8d The  Great  Western
(4x8) =32d or 2/8d departed New York May

9, 1840 arriving Bristol
May 23, 1840. Length of
voyage 14 days 2 hours.



GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Voyage Thirteen

LiverrooL TO NEW YORK
(viAa BrisToL)

Postal Rates Letter posted in Liverpool and dispatched as directed.
Great Britain 8d Letter is written on letter head of Transatlantic Steam

United States 6¢  Ship Company.
This was one of three companies competing for the
business on the North Atlantic. Mr. Cunard secured
a contract with the British government to carry mail
starting July 1, 1840.

e g

?/93113/ ﬂll-éifﬂ‘;‘ “‘4_,4«—" ﬁf(xl/f{’,apoa

i N A:ﬁ\\l‘
' I L Marks:
= y .
VSO <V ol A Red % double arc Liverpool
¢ ‘ stamp Willcocks & Jay type 114. -
Hteur Grnk. 25 B The . Letter 1.1ead‘ from .
Transatlantic Steam Ship Company.
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(Y A Q AN

Complete Voyage Thirteen
Westerly Leg
Forwarding Agent

BRisTOL TO PHILADELPHIA
(via NEw YORK)

Double letter privately carried to forwarding agent
Gibbs Bright & Co. in Bristol for dispatch as indicated.

Postal Rates e L e

Great Britain 0 - Ship Information
United States 27¢ The Great Western
(2X12¢) +2¢ =27¢ : WWM]_S,
1840 arriving New York
- May 3, 1840. S

‘Scan of forwarding agent stamp on
cover back. Rowe lists a rarity number
of 5 for this stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Voyage Fourteen

Forwarded
SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND TO NEW YORK
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Postal Rates Letter posted in Sheffield, dispatched to steamer as | _ . . . .

Great Britain 8d endorsed. Fees paid and noted with manuscript “P”. | By elonmtion. . |
United States 22¢  Review of Mackay and Willicocks and Jay was unable | The GW. Western
Inbound fee 10¢ + 2¢ = 12¢.  ¢0 jdentify the manuscript notation of fees paid. departed Bristol June
RO i Addressee forwarded letter back to New York. 4, 1840 arriving New

~ York June 18, 1840.
- Length of voyage 14
days 18 hours.

Marks:
A Sheffield double ¥ circle post stamp
Mackay type 247e. \
B Red Manuscript P and 8 indicate
paid postage and fee.
C Red single circle 30mm New York
SHIP transfer stamp.
D Red single circle 30mm New Haven
receiving stamp.
. E Forwarding endorsement.
B o T F Black manuscript 12 indicating U.S.
oy s B inbound ship fee.
B G Red manuscript 10 indicating

N St v o “’,_/m%/£~ 2 fdrward'mgfee.-




GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Voyage Fourteen

LIVERPOOL TO MONTREAL
(via BrisTOL AND NEW YORK)

Letter posted to Bristol
and  dispatched as
endorsed. In New
York fees to the border
and to Montreal to be
collected in Canada
noted.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States ~ 20%¢
To be collected in
Canada, i
Canada  1/5%cy
1/1dcy + 4% cy = 1/5%
gebit to U. S. plus Inland
Postage. :
Marks:
A Red double half circle is Liverpool
post stamp Willcocks & Jay type 114
in use 1837 - 40. oy
B Red octagonal PAID is Makcay
type 2353.

C RedsinglecitcleisNewYorkShip
receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 184(

Postal Rates
Great Britain
United States

LiverrooL TO NEW YORK
(via BrisToL)

Letter privately carried to
forwarding agent D. E. & A.
Acraman in Bristol. Use of this
stencil mark is later than listed
in Rowe.

Complete Voyage Fifteen
Westerly Leg
Forwarding Agent - Stencil




A

GREAT WESTERN - 184( Complete Voyage Fifteen

Easterly Leg
Double Freight Money
BALTIMORE TO LONDON
(Via NEw YORK AND BRrisToL)
_ Postal Rates Letter posted in Baltimore and fees paid. Dispatched P e
tisny 87%¢ a5 directed. Note black Ship Letter stamp indicating ~ °
(2 x 18%¢) + (2 x 25¢) 1 d P
Inland postage plus freight etter rated at port of entry.
money.
Great Britain 8d

—— e
g 1'!‘ ;:Ai)“
7N |9 ¥ ‘C" Marks front:
VIS Rk A Red single circle Baltimore post
| =y mark.
: / &e ;4 ‘ ' \é B Red stra_ight line “PAID” Baltimore

paid stamp.
C Black Bristol Ship Letter stamp.

N

Marks back:

D Red single circle London receiving
stamp. '



Letter  posted in
Baltimore, fees paid
and noted in usual
manner. Red boxed/
stepped Bristol
Ship Letter stamp
Robertson type S 7 in
use 1811 - 1821, a late
use.

Ship Information

Great  Western
departed New York
August 18, 1840
arriving ~ Bristol
September 1, 1840.

Length of voyage
13 days 1 hour,

Postal Rates
United States 43%¢
18%¢ + 25¢ = 43%¢
Inland plus freight
money.
Great Britain 1/4d
2x8d =16d or 1/4d.

BALTIMORE TO LONDON
(viaA NEwW YORK AND BRISTOL)

Voyage Fifteen
Single Freight money
Double Freight Money

PHILADELPHIA TO HEATH, ENGLAND
(viA NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)

Yoi U O

AL ear ‘jf

%';

Letter posted in
Philadelphia, fees paid
and noted in usual
manner. Red straight
line ship letter stamp
applied in London

Postage Rates
United States 75¢
(2x1215¢) + (2x 25¢)
Great Britain 8d



FERN - 184( Complete Voyage Sixteen
Westerly Leg

LoNDON TO BOSTON
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Postage Rates Letter posted September 11, FEEEEEZETI—

Great Britain 8d 1840, for dispatch as indicated. ~ Ohip Information
United States 20%¢ : ; Western
(18%¢ + 2¢) = 20%¢. Inland ‘d ep arted B sk ol
postage plus Captain’s fee. & ek 12’ 1‘340

 September  27,1840.
~ Length of voyage 15

s el

Marks:

A Red double tomb stone paid is
Willcocks & Jay type L105c in use 1810 -
1841. | |

B Red rimless oval ‘PAID SHIP
LETTER with Crown’ is Willcocks & Jay
type L1254 in use 1838 -1847.

C Red single circle New York ‘SHIP’
indicating receipt and also how the letter
should be rated.




GREAT WESTERN - 1840 Complete Voyage Sixteen

NEew YORK TO LONDON
(via BrisToL)

Letter privately carried to Great Western’s ship’s agent in New
York. Dispatched as indicated. Note the black Bristol ‘Ship Letter’
stamp applied in Bristol to indicate how letter should be rated.

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 8d




GREAT WESTERN -184( Voyage Sixteen

LoNDON TO NEWYORK
(via BrisTOL)

Letter posted at Lombard Street Station. Fees
collected and noted. Dipatched as endorsed.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢

Marks:

A Red maltese cross post stamp,
" upper right,’ applied at Lombard

Street Station.

B Red rimless oval stamp with

- & . ' - crown, lower left, is Robertson type S
5 I ;/,‘. S K 51 in use 1838 - 1847.
¥ i “{} ﬁ:” E :




GREAT WESTERN - 1840

Complete Voyage Seventeen
Westerly Leg

DoRCHESTER, ENGLAND TO ToRrONTO, U.C.

Double letter posted to Bristol for dispatch as indicated.

Postal Rates

Great Britain 1/4d
(2x8d) = 16d or 1/4d

United States 27¢
25¢ + 2¢ = 27¢ to be collected in
Canada.

Canada 1/11% cy
7Y%cy+ 16 cy =23% cyor 1/11% cy.

Inland Canada + U. S to Canadian

border, Lewiston exchange office. %@ /)‘Z

Mkt Picnt and Back:
A Black rimless ‘Dorchester’ post
stamp. .

B Black double cu'cle “Tronto’
post mark. ‘

C  Black half double circle ‘Bristol’
receiving mark. : ‘




1840 Complete Voyage Seventeen
‘ Easterly Leg
Quadruple Freight Money

PHILADELPHIA TO HEATH, ENGLAND
(viA NEw YORK AND BRisToL)

f/%;@@g !? “'i \"‘ :,,- Y‘g‘ﬁ

et
el

;ZJC c ;01 [M //(ﬂm/
Al .. /M%f
| /M/z

4

Letter posted in Philadelphia, fees paid and noted in
usual manner. Note the pencil note of the fees under
the ink noting the combined fees. Cover was bagged
in New York and passed through to London. Thus the
red Bristol Ship Letter stamp applied in London.

Postal Rates s G R
United States $1.50 P E Shi? Informaﬁon o
(4x25¢) + (4x 12%¢) = $1.50 i 1
Freight money plus inland postage. \C’f:k“D %tlm 9, 1840 New
Great Britain 2/8d : ‘
(4x 8d) = 32d or 2/8d. . Btktnl ofDeeemb; day239 1840.
Marks:

Blue single circle and double octagonal

; AL & % ) \ al PAID are Philadelphia stamps applied
/v yi /1 ‘;"*‘ 7 K _=—) / ‘j/ﬂ when fees were paid.

o 71 7 | Red straight line ‘BRISTOL/SHIP

X 00 e ,_[(‘ ( ﬂ/{" Al u . LETTER’ stamp was applied in

” London when the bag of mail was
Y/ ART Y 4 2. / Lo . processed.



Voyage Seventeen

The end of voyage seventeen marked a turning point in maritime
history on the North Atlantic. The British Government awarded a
contract to Samuel Cunard to provide regular mail steamers between
Great Britain and North America. Only the Great Western Steam Ship
Company continued service on this route. They did not have a contract
but did continue to honor mail brought to their agents.

The Great Western continued to sail between Great Britain and New
York for a number of years providing a profitable return.

LoNpoN To NEw YORK
(via BrisToL)

List of current price of teas in London carried to
ship’s agent. There are no postal marks on this cover.

Dispatched as directed.
Postal Rates Ship Info :
Great Britain 0 'Ihehip i
United States 6¢ Great Wm
Fee for letter delivered at departed Bristol
port of entry. November 7, 1840

arriving New York
November 24, 1840.

Length of voyage 16
days 12 hours.




GREAT WESTERN - 1841 Complete Voyage Eighteen
Westerly Leg

The fourth year of sailing on the North Atlantic the Great
Western included five voyages starting April 8, 1841. The success of
seventeen crossings and competing with the Cunard line strengthened
the resolve of the Great Western Steam Ship Line.

LoNDON TO PROVIDENCE, RI
(via BrisToL AND NEW YORK)

Letter  posted at
Lombard Street Post
Office. Dispatched
to Bristo! to meet the
Great Western.

Ship Information
departed  Bristol
April 8, 1841
arriving New York
- April 32, 1841.
Length of voyage 15
~days12hours.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d

United States  203%¢
183%¢ + 2¢.= 2034¢

Inland postage plus
Captain’s fee.
¥ .(/7//1 //'/Zj"“ -
Marks: At 15
.. A Red Maltese PAID Willcocks
& Jay type L133 in use 1834 - 1849. // T
B Red oval rimless ‘PAID’ stamp v et L Dt oectn ‘
with Crown Willcocks & Jay type S 20 Tl R R |
L1254 in use 1833 - 1847. a 4N 1= '//,”9 EReh /5//, /
& Red single circle New York b W PR 7

SHIP receiving stamp. & [l % /



84 Complete voyage Eighteen
Easterly Leg
Forwarding Agent

PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)

Letter carried to New
York forwarding agent
W. De Forest & Co.
Oval FA stamp measures
47mm x 30mm. This use
is two years earlier than
that listed in Rowe.

~ Ship Information
The Great Western

~ departed New Ym'k-
May 1, 1841 arriving
fBrismlMaylnt,lml ;
- Length of voyage 13

Postal Rates
United States o
Great Britain 8d

B.
BRISTOL.
S LETTER ,5 ' /

’:“ /y,df—e. arks:

A Black oval Agent stamp for W.

oél ﬁ‘_ d{f_’:/_ W. De Forest & Co. New York.
P i B  Black  Straight line
./(‘ S hrp B g
— 3 ‘BRISTOL/SHIP LETTER’ applied

. at Bristol.
* A TSWARDR
¥ C 2l Qo% SN C Red single circle London
& : ,-_',{'h'lf,"'_‘ YU RESTR O gl
: A 4 / : receiving stamp.
: - onbe

| ClhithdisFmca 17 ip ¢ A



GREAT WESTERN - 1841 : - Voyage Nineteen
Forwarding Agent

NEw YORK TO LONDON
(via BrisTOL)

Postal Rate Letter carried to Gilpin’s
United States 0  Exchange Reading
Great Britain 8d Room and Foreign

Letter Exchange.
Dispatched as directed.

Marks:

A Red oval stamp of Gilpin's Exchange Reading
Room.

Faded red straight line‘BRISTOL/SHIP LETTER” on
cover was applied in London. This is Robertson type S 8
in use 1840 - 1841.

B Red single circle London receiving stamp.
indicates AM processing.




GRreAT WESTERN - 1841 Voyage Twenty

NEw YORK TO PLYMOUTH, ENGLAND
(via BrisToL)

Postal Rates Letter posted in New York
United States 0 and dispatched as directed.
Great Britain 8d United States postage not
Marks:

Red single circle New York in lower left the posting
but no indiction of U.S. fees noted.

Faint straight line ‘BRISTOL/SHIP LETTER’
applied at Bristol indicating letter was not bagged
in New York. :

Top, black double ¥ circle Plymouth receiving
stamp is Willcocks & Jay type DN1110b.



WESTERN - 1841 Voyage Twenty
Freight Money

PHILADELPHIA TO LIVERPOOL
(viA NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)

Postal Rates Letter posted paid and
United States 37%¢  freight money collected.
12%¢ + 25¢ = 37%¢ Amount noted in upper right
Great Britain 8d inred.
2 T A B
e, e -
~ 1 % ;Cl ‘;\ \ 2
L & oy
\%tc;g’/uc Zeed, l cé,‘“‘%‘:?ﬁ C
e TP S Q l(j /er Jn/éy (j Marks:
: A Blue single circle 30mm
¥, ool Philadelphia post.
Pt s B Blue double octagonal ‘PAID’used

in Philadelphia.

L Black straight line ‘BRISTOL/
SHIP LETTER’ stamp Robertson type S
8in use 1833 - 1844.

D Liverpool lozenge stamp
Robertson type M21 in use 1840 - 1848.




FREINT MoNPY~

Voyage Twenty One
Missent Letter

e

GREAT WESTERN - 1841

PHILADELPHIA TO ALCESTER, ENGLAND
(via NEw YORK, BrisToL, WARMINSTER, BROOMSGROVE)

o BRisin] e

L -y B o 5 e ;
J © SMELERER S o

Postal Rates Letter posted in Philadelphia with freight money and = .
United States 37%¢  postage collected and noted in upper right Bristol = ° P ¥
25¢ + 12%¢ = 37%¢ rated as a ship letter and dispatched to London. In rreat Wes
ch;gh‘ money plusinland  Warmininter error was noted and letter directed to ~ depa
postage. 5 ;
e Betiad 8d Broomsgrove, faint red note in upper left.

o Bt in ] %’}A’

C o SWeLENIR T
ik it

(ra1n}) :

\ w—'-ur"- =

L 4 X u‘y;‘;B (/%4:

Marks Front:

A Blue single circle post mark from Marks Back:

Philadelphia. D Warminister transfer stamp.
B Blue double octagonal ‘PAID” show E Broomsgrove transfer stamp.
payment in Philadelphia.

C Black straight line 'BRISTOL/SHIP
LETTER’ stamp applied in Bristol.



GREAT WESTERN - 1841 Complete Voyage Twenty One
Quadruple Letter

LiverpooL TO NEW YORK

Postal Rates
Great Britain ~ 2/8d
(4x8d) =32d or 2/8d
United States - 6¢
Delivery at port of entry.
Quadruple letter posted in Liverpool and
dispatched on the Great Western as directed.
Letter privately carried NEew YORK TO LYON, FRANCE
to ship’s agent in New (via BrisToL, LONDON, CALAIS AND PARIS)

York and dispatched as
directed.

Postal Rates

United States 0
Great Britain '1/6d
To be collected in France.
France 32 dec
18 dec debited to Great
Britain 14 dec inland fee.




GREAT WESTERN -1841 ' Voyage Twenty One
Forwarding Agent

United States 0 to New York forwardingagent
- Great Britain  1/4d John B. Lasala. Forwarding
(2x8d) = 16d or 1/4d - agent oval stamp in use 1838

to 1841




GREAT WESTERN - 1841 Complete Voyage Twenty Two

Westerly Leg

VOYG ge 22 completes sailing schedule for 1841. On five voyages

she carried an average of 84 passengers easterly and 63 westerly.

These efforts brought the company 5,607 pounds 10 shillings and 8

pence profit. At this time she returned to Bristol for dry dock and her

annual check up.

LonDON TO RICHMOND
(via BristoL AND NEW YORK)

Letter posted in London
as outgoing ship letter.
Dispatched as directed.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States ~ 20%¢

Marks: R
A Red Maltese cross PAID
stamp.

B Red rimless oval PAID SHIP
LETTER with CROWN London
stamp Robertson type S 51 in use
1838 - 1847.

C Red single circle New York
SHIP receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Voyage Twenty Three
Freight Money

During 1842 sailing season, company developed a triangular
pattern, Bristol - New York - Liverpool. At start of 1843 season Bristol
was abandoned as home port. Thereafter, company used Liverpool
exclusively. This allowed direct and more timely cargo loading and
transfer of passengers at Liverpool docks. Also provided more direct
access to England’s industrial heart land.

BArTiIMORE TO LONDON
(via L1verrooL)

Postal Rates Letter posted and dispatched as directed. Note the Ship STy
United States 43%¢  Baltimore Post Office posting of freight money and ;
18%¢ + 25¢ = 43%¢ postage in upper right corner in usual manner.  The W M
Great Britain 8d  departed New ka

April28, 1842 rriving
Liverpool May 1,
Marks Back: PSR L

A Black rimless oval SHIP
LETTER CROWN is Liverpool
stamp Robertson type S15 in use 1838
- 1863.

B Red single circle stamp is
London receiving stamp indicating
AM processing.




Complete Voyage Twenty Three

GREAT WESTERN - 1842

LonpoN To NEw YORK
(via BRrisTOL)

Letter was posted
Lombard  Street
Office, dispatched

e

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States  6¢

NEew YOrk TO LONDON
(via LIVvERPOOL)

kR Ry
Postal Rates

United States 0

Great Britain’ 8d

Letter privately carried to ships agent. BB e
Dispatched as directed. ( )



GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Voyage Twenty Four

NEw YORK TO ST. ETIENNE, FRANCE
(via BristoL, LONDON, CALAIS AND PARIS)

Letter privately carried to ship’s agent Postal Rates
in New York and dispatched as directed. = United States 0
Great Britain 8d
Rerated at Foreign Office.

Rated 1/6d fee transfer to
France.

France 32 dec
18 dec debited to Great
Britain. 14 dec inland
postage.

Marks:

Front:

A Black Bristol Ship Letter stamp
Robertson type S 8 in use 1833 - 1844.

B Red double circle Calais transfer
stamp.

Back:

C  Red single circle London receiving
stamp.

D  Blue double circle Paris transfer
stamp.

E Black double circle St. Etienne
receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Voyage Twenty Five

NEew YOrRk TO LONDON
(via LIvErRPOOL)

Postal Rates Letter carried to ship’s agent in New

United States 0 York. Dispatched as directed.

Great Britain 8d ey ity
g A“g“‘t 11, m
| Liverpool
Augmt 24, 1&%2.

iazams | ot i

CLIVERP Ui days19hours.

e q..}.!.-—l—i- Marks:

A Black octagonal Liverpool Ship
‘stamp Robertson type S 16 in use 1841+
1855. ' S 51

B Red single circle London receiving -
stamp indicating AM processing. -

5 ¥ A



sREAT WESTERN - 184 ‘ Complete Voyage Twenty Five
Quadruple Letter

LonpoN TO NEwW YORK
(via BrisTOoL)

Quadruple letter posted
at Lombard  Street
Office and dispatched as

Postal Rates
Great Britain 2/8d
4 x 8d = 32d or 2/3d
Treasury Warrant January
10, 1840. |
United States ~ 6¢
NEew YORK TO LIVERPOOL
Letter privately carried to - — — i BREEEN
ship’s agent in New York. R ' i |

Freight money probably
paid but not noted
(Winter)

 Ship Information
departed New York

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 8d Marks:

Top Cover: Red oval rimless PAID with Crown
is Robertson type S 51 in use 1838 - 1847.

A Liverpool black 8 sided receiver Robertson
type S 16 in use 1841 - 1855.




GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Complete Voyage Twenty Six
Westerly Leg
Forwarding Agent

VENICE, ITALY TO NEW YORK
(viA LONDON AND LIVERPOOL)

Postal Rates
Italy 0
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢
Delivery at port of entry.

Letter privately carried to forwarding agent Fordati &
Coxhead & Co. in London. Dispatched as directed.

Scan of back showing the manuscript
forwarding agent’s mark Rowe shows two
oval stamps for this company. According to
Rowe, they starting using this mark in 1847.
This makes this use five years earlier than
listed.

Marks Front:

A Red Maltese cross PAID
stamp used at the Lombard Street
station.

B Red rimless oval stamp with
crown applied at London is Robertson
type S 51 in use 1838 - 1847.




Havana, CuBa To LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND BRISTOL)

Marks:

- 1842 Complete Voyage Twenty Six

Easterly Leg

Letter privately carried to
forwarding agent Meyer
& Stucken in New York.
Placed in ship letter bag
fees paid. No indication
of freight money noted.

days 4 hours.
Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 8d

Front: Black Bristol ship letter stamp

Back:

forwarding agent.

processing.

on right edge near bottom, Robertson
type S 8 in use 1838 - 1844.

A Black oval forwarding mark
for Meyer & Stuckey New York

B Red single circle London
receiving mark indicating AM



GREAT WESTERN - 1847

Voyage Twenty Seven

NEw YOrRk TO LONDON
(via LIvERPOOL)

Postal Rates Letter carried privately toships =~~~ i
United States 0 agentinNew York. Dispatched ~ Ship Information
Great Britain 8d  as directed. 'ﬂu: Great %tem

~departed New York
- November 17, 1842
arriving  Liverpool

A

v RE O
t s Wl P

November 30, 1&42.

Marks:
A Black octagonal Liverpool
Ship stamp Robertson type S 16.

B Red single circle stamp
London receiving stamp indicating
AM processing.



GREAT WESTERN - 1843 Voyage Twenty Eight

Voyage 28, the first voyage of the session was some what out
of normal pattern. Research can not support why this voyage was
scheduled but after departing, eight days out Madeira, Java was
reached. During a 30 hour stay 70 tons of coal were taken on board.
She passed Sandy Hook USA, on March 12, a run of 20 days from
Funchal, java. As expecked the wheather this time of year was not
easy but she had steamed 4,700 miles from Bristol consuming 660
tons of coal, some seven miles per ton.

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND TO BOSTON
(via BristoL AND NEW YORK)

Postal Rates | Double letter posted in N et ;
Great Britain 1/4d Manchester, Dispatchedas = Shlp Information
#x84 ~ ok or 1/ad directed in Bristol. The Great Western
United States 20% . Bristol
18% +2 = 20%4¢ : . Imﬂltld

Double Letter



GREAT WESTERN - 1843 Complete Voyage Twenty Eight
Westerly Leg

During 1842 ihe sailing pattern Liverpool - New York - Bristol
proved more efficient. Number of passengers per voyage remained
the same with 81 passengers average on westerly legs and 62 on the
easterly voyages. Profits for the year were somewhat lower at 4,210
pounds 1 shilling 1 pence.

LiverrooL To NEw YORK
(viA BrisToL)

Postal Rates Letter posted in Liverpool.
Great Britain 8d  Dispatched as directed
United States 6¢ in Bristol. Black rimless

Delivery at port of arrival. Liverpool Ship stamp is
Robertson type S 15 in use
1838 - 1863.




NS R e 1 Q AN
(GREAT WESTERN - 184,

PHILADELPHIA TO FAKENHAM, ENGLAND
(viA NEw YORK AND LIVERPOOL)

Marks:
1. Blue Philadelphia post and PAID marks lower
left.

2. Harnden Express Co. red stamp upper right

corner.

3. Black octagonal Liverpool receiving stamp
Robertson type S 15 in use 1838 - 1863.

Compete Voyage Twenty Eight

Easterly Leg
Harnden Express Letter

Letter posted in
Philadelphia, bagged and
turned over to Harnden
Express Company for
delivery to New York.
This contract ran from
February 22, 1842 to
January 31, 1844.

Postal Rates
United States 12%5¢
Great Britain 8d



GREAT WESTERN - 1843 Voyage Twenty Nine
: Freight Money

CHARLESTON, SC TO LONDON
(via New YORK AND LIVERPOOL)

Letter posted in Charleston

SC. postage noted in upper
right and freight money noted
inlower left. This is normal for
this city.

Postal Rates

United States 50¢
25¢ + 25¢ = 50¢
Great Britain 8d

Marks:

Front:

A Red single circle 30 mm Charleston
post stamp and red PAID 4 x 20 mm.

B Black oval 47 mm writer’s stamp.

< Red manuscript postage and freight
money.

Back:
D Black octagonal Liverpool Ship
stamp Robertson type S 16 in use 1841 -
1855.
E Red single circle London receiving




GREAT WESTERN -1843 Voyage Twenty Nine
Two Penny Post

NEw YORK TO CAMBERWELL, ENGLAND
(via L1IvErrPoOOL)

- Postal Rates
United States

Great Britain
Two Penny Post collected at
delivery.

Letter privately carried to ship’s agent in New York.
Dispatched as directed.

Marks Back:

A Black octagonal Liverpool ship letter
stamp Robertson type S16 in use 1841 -
1855.

B Red single circle London receiving
stamp.

C Red stamp Two Penny Post
processing stamp Willicocks & Jay type
459d in use 1838 - 1843 (Late use).




LiverrooL TO NEW YORK

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢

Letter posted in Liverpool. Black rimless circle Ship
Letter stamp Robertson type S 15, letters 4mm, in use
1838 - 1863. Dispatched as directed.

LonpoN TO NEwW YORK

Shiplnfomnﬁo n
The Great H&tem

Jime 17, 1843
arriving ~ New
 York June 1, 1843.
Length of voyage 13
days 16 hours.

Postal Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States © 6¢

Letter posted in London. Dispatched as directed.
Red rimless oval with crown Robertson type S
51 in use 1838 -1847 and red double tomb stone
PAID were applied when posted.



GREAT WESTERN - 184

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 0

No notation of ship letter or
transfer fee noted.

France 19 dec
Inland to Cognac. No debit
to England noted.

sy
—r

Wy

et

227 e

Voyage Thirty Two

NEw York To CoGNAc, FRANCE
(via LiverrooL, LONDON. CALAIS, AND PARIS)

Letter carried to ship’s agent
in New York. Dispatched as
directed.

Marks:

A Black octagonal Liverpool Ship stamp
Robertson type S 16 in use 1841 - 1855.

B Red (faint) single circle receiving stamp.

C  Red rectangle ‘Colonies / &Art 12’ stamp
indicating how the letter will be rated in France.

D Red double circle Calais transfer stamp.
E  Blue double circle Paris transfer stamp.

F Black double circle Cognac receiving stamp.



GREAT WESTERN - 1844 Voyage Thirty Three

This yea I’S schedule is off to a late start and will only have three
voyages. The cause, winter over haul and an unsuccessful attempt to
sell the Great Westernto the P & O Line.

LonpoN To NEw YORK
(via LiverrooL )

Postal Rates Letter posted and fees Paid fj-}‘«‘i-‘f‘-'i",i;f“;%*;'?“i'éiizv:‘Ei.-'ff-f-'-":_‘v.ya’r--'i"y—;._:fv‘;:;:niﬁ
Great Britain 8d at the Lombard Street ~ Ship Information
T'W January 10, 1840 Office. Letter processed at ~The Great Western
United States 6¢ London General Office and departed  Liverpool
dispatched as directed ~ June 22, 1844 arriving

- New York July 7, 1844.
- Length of voyage 14
~ days 20 hours. e

Marks:

A Fed maltese cross stamp
applied by Lombrd Street Station.

B Red rimless oval London Ship
Letter with Crown Robertson type S
51 in use 1838 - 1847.




GREAT WESTERN - 1844 Complete Voyage Thirty Four
Westerly Leg

LiverrooL TO NEW YORK

Great Britain 8d  as directed. Black rimless
United States 6¢  circle ‘Liverpool Ship-Letter’
stamp is Robertson type S 15.

Marks:
A Black rimless circle Liverpool ship
Letter with Crown Robertson type S 15.

B Red‘8’hand stamp Robertson type M
65 applied with processed at Liverpool.




GREAT WESTERN - 1844 Complete Voyage Thirty Four
Easterly Leg

CincinnaTi, OH 1o YORK, ENGLAND
(via NEw YORK AND LIVERPOOL)

U e e

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 8d

as directed.

Marks:

A Black octagonal ‘Liverpool Ship’
stamp Robertson type S16 in use 1841 -
1855.

B Blue half circle is York recieving
stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1845 Voyage Thirty Six

Performance in 1844 was due to attemped sale and late sailing
start. Only three voyages were made but passenger loads were close
to previous years with 102 passengers on westerly voyages and 92
passengers on easterly voyages. Profits of 5,824 pounds O shillings
10 pence were realized.

1845 would be an active year with 5 voyages scheduled.

LiverrooL TO NEW YORK

Postal Rates Double letter posted paid in
Great Britain 1/4d Liverpool. Dispatched as = shi?hm &
2x8d =16d or 1/4d directed. The Great Western
United States 6¢ departed  Liv sl
Delivery at port of arrival. f, March 29, 1845

April 16,  1845.
i Length of voyage 17
‘days18hours.

Mark on back, black rimless circle
Ship Letter with crown Robertson
type S 15 in use 1838 - 1863.




GREAS1

HALIFAX, ENGLAND TO PHILADELPHIA
(via LivErroOL AND NEW YORK)

Postal Rates
Great Britain

United States
18%¢ + 2¢ = 20%¢
Inland postage plus
Captain’s fee.

20%4¢  directed.

Voyage Thirty Six

Letter posted in Halifax. léf”%iﬁjf ey &

—_
i

8d Liverpool dispatched as

& -‘“‘;&@'ﬂi\.@i’fwﬁtibx i rz_.«'
T s

Marks:

pOSt stamp.

receiving stamp.

A Blue double ¥ circle 30 mm Halifax

B Blue oval ‘PAID’ applied at Halifax
Willicocks & Jay type 1200 in use 1835
-1844. (Late use) -

C Black rimless circle Liverpool Ship
Letter stamp Robertson type S 15.

D Black oval (25 x 11.5 mm) Liverpool
lozence, without code lettrer.

E Red single circle New York SHIP



GREAT WESTERN - 1845 Voyage Thirty Six
Quadruple Letter

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND TO BOSTON
(via LiverroOL AND NEW YORK)

("\:—-qw 2 ..-.Q\

Great Britain  1/4d

2x8d=16d or 1/4d ; ':.
United States  77¢ &
(4 x 18%¢) + 2¢ =77¢ {

Letter rated as a double letter in England. When
arrived in United States rated as a quadruple letter.

Marks:
A Red half double circle stamp Manchester
post stamp.

B Black rimless circle Ship Letter stmap is

y $ V .~ Liverpool Robertson type S15.
. /D e | J | . .
- 4 257 i C Black oval Liverpool Lozenge is Robertson
//w A L T type M26 in use 1844 - 1848.
E A

D Red single circle stamp is New York receiving
stamp.

Note: Item C in this mark has a code letter (faint).
In the previous page the same mark did not have a
code letter. Poor inking or wear? Or was multiple
stamps in use and one operator forgot to put the
code letter in?




GREAT WESTERN - 1845 Complete Voyage Thirty Seven
Westerly Leg

LonbpoN To NEw YORK

(via LIvErRPOOL)
%«w% ot é%wm

.-

Postal Rates Letter posted to Liverpool to
Great Britain 8d be dispatched as endorsed.
United States 6¢
Yl ,,%Wg/ S lon i g
/ % e 2 Marks: '
a A Red double tombstone PAID
} applied at London.

S B Red rimless oval London Paid
Ship Letter stamp Robertson type S

51 in use 1838 - 1844.



GREAT WESTERN - 1845 _ Complete Voyage Thirty Seven
Easterly Leg

NEw YOrk TO RUE ST ANNE, FRANCE
(via LIvErroOL AND LONDON)

Letter carried to ship’s
agent in New York.
Dispatched as directed.

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain . 10d
France - 18 dec

10 dec debited to Great
Britain, 8 dec inland postage.

Marks: .

A Octagonal black Liverpool Ship
Letter stamp Robertson type S16 in use
1841 - 1855.

B Red single circle London transfer
stamp.

C  Red box “Colonies &c ART,12”
applied in London to indicate how letter will
be rated.

D  Red double circle Rue St. Anne




GREAT WESTERN - 1845 Voyage Thirty Seven

LiverrooL To NEw YORK

Letter posted in Liverpool to steamer Great
Western as directed.

Postal Rates
Great Britain
United States

&

B Black rimless circle Ship
- Letter stamp with crown Robertson
typs S 15.




18 Voyage Thirty Nine
Consignee Letter

LiverroooOL TO NEW YORK

Consignee Letter carried to ship’s agent in Liverpool
This letter must be validated and accompany the listed
cargo. Postage is required at destination. The cargo
consigned consisted of ten cases of merchandise.

Postal Rates oA e :
Great Britain 0 - Ship Information
United States 6¢ “The Great Western

August 23, 1845
arriving New York
September 9, 1845.

Length of voyage 17



GREAT WESTERN - 1845 ~Voyage Thirty Nine

HAvrg, FRANCE TO New YORK
(viA SouTHAMPTON, LONDON AND LIVERPOOL)

Letter posted paid in
Havre. Crossed channel
on Havre to Southampton
ferry,  proceeded to
London. Dispatched as
directed

Postal Rates

France 12 dec
Debit 5 dec to Great
Britain, 7 dec postage and
ferry fee.

Great Britain 5d
Transfer fee. }

United States 6¢

Marks:

A Red box “PD” applied at Havre indicating
paid to destination. ,

B Red double circle Havre transfer stamp.

C  Redhalfcircle Southampton transfer stamp.
D  Red arch “FOREIGN PAID” applied at
Southampton indicating letter paid.

E  Red tombstone “PAID” applied in London.

F  Red rimless oval Ship Letter stamp is
Robertson type S 51 in use 1838 =- 1847.




GREAT WESTERN - 184! Voyage Forty

NEw York TO RHEIMS, FRANCE
(via LiverrooL, LONDON, CALAIS AND PARis)

Letter carried to ship’s
agent in New York for
dispatch as indicated.

Shiylnfo:maﬁon
fm Great Western
~ departed New
- York November 6,

1845 and arrived
- Liverpool 21, 1845.
5 Lengthofmge 14

Postal Rates
United States 0

Great Britain 8d
To be collected in France.

France 16 dec
8 dec debited to Great
Britain, 8dec inland

Lagt postage.

" Marks Front:

A Red boxed Colonies stamp applied in
London indicating how letter would be rated in
France.

D  Blackdouble circle Calais transfer stamp.

Marks Back:

B Black octagonal Liverpool Ship
Robertson type S 16 in use 1841 - 1855.

C  Red single circle London recelvmg
stamp indicating AM processing.

E  Black double circle Paris transfer stamp

F Black doubled circle Rheims receiving
stamp. o




GREAT WESTERN - 1846 Voyage Forty One
Double Letter

Voyages of 1845 saw an increase in passengers westerly to an
average of 112, and a decrease in average number of passengers
on easterly voyages to 81. Profits for the year of 12,431 pounds 19
shillings 9 pence were the best of five years of service on the North
Atlantic.

1846 scheduled five voyages which would prove to be equal to those
of 1845.

NEw YORK TO GLASCOW, SCOTLAND
(via LIvERPOOL)

Postal Rates
United States 0

Great Britain  1/4d
2x8d=16d or 1/4d

Letter carried to ship’s agent in New
York. Dispatched as endorsed.

Marks:

A Black octagonal Liverpool Ship
Letter stamp Robertson type S 16 in use
1841 - 1855.

B Black rectangle Glascow date
stamp Mackay type 225B.




ERN - 184¢ Voyage Forty Two

Great Britain Quadruple
United States Triple
LiverroOL TO NEW ORLEANS
(viA NEw YORK)
., Ship Tnfuemiation
The Great Western
~departed  Liverpool

May 30, 1846 arriving
New York June 15,
1846.  Length of

‘voyage 16 days 0
hou“. e B S ME

Postal Rates
Great Britain 2/8d
4x8d=32d or 2/8d -
United States 32¢
(3x10¢) + 2¢ = 32¢
Inland postage plus
Captams fec

Letter posted in Liverpool. It weighted between 1 and
1.5 oz, therefor quadruple letter in Great Britain and
three sheets in U. S.

Marks:
Black rimless circle in upper left, Liverpool ship letter
stamp Robertson type S 15 in use 1838 - 1863.

Red single circle in lower right, New York City
receiving stamp 30 mm.

Red straight line “SHIP’ stamp in middle, applied in
New York to indicate the ship letter rate applied.



GREAT WESTERN - 1846 Voyage Forty Two
Forwarded

GUERNSEY, CHANNEL Is. TO NEW YORK
(via LoNDON AND LIVERPOOL)

Postal Rates Letter posted for Great western via

Great Britain 8d  Liverpool.  Dispatched as directed.

United States 11¢  Delivered in New York and then forwarded
6¢ + 5¢ = 11¢ to Esopur, N.Y.

Post of entry plus
fo ing.

Marks:

A Black ‘Guernsey’ post stamp.

B Red rimless London Paid Ship Letter
with Crown Robertson type S 51 in use 1838 -
1847. T i

C  Red single circle Paid stamp applied in
Liverpool. :

D  Red single circle New York receiving
stamp. "

E  Straight line FORWARDED’ applies
when letter forwarded in New York.




EAT WESTERN - 184¢ Voyage Forty Three

L1vErrPOOL TO BOSTON
(viA NEw YORK)

Postal Rates Letter posted in Liverpool for &5 Ship Information
Great Britain 8d  dispatch as directed. e :
United States 7¢ 3
Per Act of March 3, 1845, W Liv‘“‘1’°"l
effective July 1, 1845. July 25 1846 amvmg

New York
10, 1846. Length of

voyage 15 days 12

Marks

Front - Red 35 mm single circle ‘New York
Ship 7 cents’ receiving stamp.

Back - Black rimless circle ‘Ship Letter
with Crown’ stamp robertson type S 15 in
use 1838 - 1863.




GREAT WESTERN - 1846 ' Voyage Forty Four

LiverroOoL TO NEW YORK

Postal Rates Letter posted in
Great Britain 8d anm:hedumdomd.
United States 6¢

Marks:

1. Upper left, black rimless circle Liverpool
~ Ship Letter stamp is Robertson type 515 in
use 1838 - 1863. ~

2. Mid right, red ‘8’ marking known from
1840 as Robertson type M65 (Tabeart). No
impression books have been found with this
mark, nevertheless Tabeart considers it a
mark used only at Liverpool.



GREAT WESTERN - 1846 Voyage Forty Four
G1AsGOw, SCOTLAND TO NEW YORK
(viA LIVERPOOL)

Postal Rates Letter posted paid at Glasgow.
Great Britain 8d  Liverpool dispatched as directed.
United States 6¢

Delivered at port of arrival.

Marks:

Red rimless half circle, right edge, Glasgow

post stamp Mackay type 356B.

Black rimless circle, upper left, Liverpool

Ship Letter stamp Robertson type S 15 in

use 1838 - 1863.

Red ‘8’ stamp Robertson type M65 used at
Liverpool.



GREAT WESTERN - 1846 Complete Voyage Forty Five
Final Voyage
Westerly Leg

LoNDON TO NEW YORK

Postal; Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢
Letter posted in London and dispatched as directed.
/c%’ﬂ»/ 4 r'f//&@ Marks:
The red rimless ‘London Paid Ship

Letter’ stamp Robertson type S 51
in use 1838 - 1847.

- o e
M po AVT L K 0

P
MR The partial Maltese cross on the

G > : bottom can not be identified with a
k_ /’ 2 //4 /;/ specific London post office.
e T"’_\ There are no other marks on this
n iy A /

letter.
W TN 1 )



GREAT WESTERN - CONCLUSION Complete Voyagé Fortly l;jve
aster y Leg

NEew York To CoGNAc, FRANCE
(via LivErPoOL,LONDON, BOULOGUE AND PARis)

Letter carried to ship’s
agent in New York.
Dispatched as endorsed.

~ Ship Information
The Great Western

departed New York
November 26, 1846
g Li 1
December 12. 1846.
Length of voyage 16

days 0 hours.

Postal Rates
United States 0
Great Britain 8d

To be collected in France.
France 19 dec

8 dec to be debited to

Great Britain, 11 dec inland

postage.

With completion of the 45th voyage on the North Atlantic The Grear
Western sailed one last time to Bristol where she was laid up waiting the
decision about her fate. Numerous Steam Ship Companies were now plying
the North Atlantic presenting a competition she could not meet.

During her years of service she had carried 4,318 passengers westward and
about 3,357 on return voyages. She had provided the company profits in
each of the eight years of her operation and definitely proved the superiority
of steam power over wind.

While in Bristol it was announced on April 24, 1846 that she had been sold
the West India Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for £24,750. She would
provide ten years of good service here. Then in 1855 she would provide
trooping services during the Crimean War. In October 1856 she along with
the Seven were sold to ship breakers for £1 1,500.




GREAT WESTERN - 1846 . - Voyage Forty Two

LiverroOL TO NEW YORK

Liverpool Ship Letter stamp with
crownmRobemontypeSISmuse 5
1838 - 1863. : SR R




GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Voyage Twenty Five
Triple Freight Money

PHILADELPHIA TO LONDON
(viaA NEw YORK AND LIVERPOOL)

Postal Rates Letter posted paid with
United States ~ $1.12%¢  two inclosures. Addressee
(3x25¢) + (3 x 12%¢) requested to forward both to
Great Britain 1/4d  China, one via Bombay and

2x8d=16d or 1/4d

1840 10 January TW the other via Calcutta.

Marks:

A Philadelphia blue post stamp
and PAID stamp.
: mz,‘ 7 B Black octaganol Liverpool
'-l-l:l:‘f i Ship Letter Robertson type S 16 in
\3'-—""*3 : use 1841 - 1855.

C Red single circle London
receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 184 Voyage Twenty Three
Double Letter

NEw YORrK TO LONDON
(via LiverrooOL)

Postal Rates Letter privately carried to ship’s agent in New York.
United States 0 Dispatched as directed.

Great Britain 1/4d
2x8d=16d or 1/4d

Marks:

e’ Black octagonal Liverpool Ship
stamp Robertson type S 16 in use 1841 -
1855. ¥ 0a v : P AL o

B Red single circlé London re_éeivih
stamp indicating AM processing, . - J




GREAT WESTERN - 184¢ Voyage Thirty Six

UpPPERWILL, ENGLAND TO NEW YORK
(viA MANCHESTER AND LIVERPOOL)

Letter posted paid at a
country post office in
the Manchester postal
system. Dispatched as
endorsed.

Postsl Rates
Great Britain 8d
United States 6¢
Marks:
A Red Upperwill post mark
Willcocks & Jay type 15 30 mm.

B Red double half circle
Manchester transfer mark.

C Black rimless circle ship
Letter with crown Robertson type S
15 in use 1838 - 1863.

D Liverpool lozenge is not listed
as a type in Tabaert without a code
letter.




GREAT WESTERN - 1845

Complete Voyage Thirty Seven
Westerly Leg

LonpoN To NEw
(via LiverrooL)

Postal Rates Letter posted at Lombard
Great Britain 8d  Street station. London
United States 6¢  dispatched as endorsed.
B P
y, / Cet i j{_‘_\'
’ Marks:

G f £ s A
AT A

1 B
I e A [ e
C /%’4”,&2?; i s t{?ﬁ;/;f’/;
tf% H /a 2 A

A Red Maltese cross ‘PAID’ Mackay type
2329. gl e

B Red nmless oval Paid Ship Letter with
Crown stamp Robertson type S 51 in use 1838
-1844.



GREAT WESTERN - 184¢ Compete Voyage Thirty Seven

Easterly Leg
BostoN To RHIEMS, FRANCE
(via New YORK, LIVERPOOL,LONDON , BOULOGHE AND PARIS)
Letter carried to ship’s
agent in New York for
dispatch as endorsed.

Nv

.(a\"rmf:»‘;wé-m Sty S O A

s\

A e =

Postal Rates
United States 0

Great Britain 8d
To be collected in
France.

France 16 dec
8 dec debited to Great
Britain 8 dec inland

postage.

Marks:

A Black octagonal Liverpool Ship stamp Robertson
type S 16 in 1841 - 1855.

B Red Single circle London receiving stamp.

C Red (faint) box, accountancy mark indicating
article relating to postal rating.

D Red double circle transfer stamp applied at
Bouloghe.

E Green double circle transfer stamp applied at Paris.

F Black single circle stamp receiving stamp applied at
Rheims,




yREAT WESTERN - 184¢ Voyage Forty One
Forwarding Agent

Martanzas, CuBa To LONDON
(viA NEw YORK AND LIVERPOOL)

-

1
TE
e : E

i
t
{

, 3
4 3
B W
2
i

3
i

Postal Rates Letter carried to New York
Cuba 0 forwarding agent Meyers &
United States 0 Stucken. Dispatched as endorsed
Great Britain 8d

Marks:

A Red oval Forwarding stamp Mewyer &
Stucken. we i R

" B Black octagonal Liverpool Ship stamp
Robertson type S 16.
C  Red single circle London receiving
stamp. Siis SENSRE




GREAT WESTERN - 1846 | Voyage Forty Two
Double Letter

LonpoN To PorTLAND, MA
(via LIvErRPOOL AND NEW YORK)

Postal Rates Letter posted and dispatched
Great Britain 8d  asdirected.
United States 12¢
(2x5¢) +2¢ = 12¢
Per act of March 3, 1845,
effective July 1, 1845.
P C ‘ Marks:
: A Red Maltese cross ‘PAID’
| : ; applied when posted.
% ® P B Red oval rimless ‘Paid Shi
B r Z 7. e A Wiy : p
A, ,7 *'ﬁ,ﬂ{/ . 'ggn/z{‘f % %y ln, J Letter’ stamp Robertson type S51
. XL ey W p 4 g : A in use 1838 - 1847. 5
%oy po Sonttaiol C  Red 34 mm ‘New York Ship’

* . [é/% ceck 12 cent receiving stamp.




GREAT WESTERN - 1842 Voyage Twenty Three
Double Freight Money

NEw ORLEANS TO HAVRE, FRANCE
(viaA NEw YORK, LIVERPOOL, LONDON AND CALAIS)

Postal Rates Inland postage and Freight Money paid
United States $1.00 in New Orleans and noted in the usual
(2x25¢) + (2x25¢) manner. New York dispatched as directed.
Great Britain 1/6d  Letter proceeded through England to France
Transfer rate to France. 3 the Dover ferry to Calais. Final delivery

France 27 dec .
16 dec debit to England, is made via Havre.

11 dec inland postage to
Havre.

Marks:

Front - Blue 30mm New Orleans post stamp.
j Back:

A Black ocugonal vaerpool Slnp
~ stamp Robertson type S 16 in use 18412 -
- 1855.

B Red single circle London receiving
stamp. o8

C Black double circle Havre receiving
stamp.
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