The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-D.L.0. (Dead Letter Office)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
bW - Return__ to Writer

Returned from Arica, Chile, with Chilean "Inconnu" label
Returned to New York City
Backstamps: Arica, Chile, 26 July, 1892
U.S. Dead Letter Office, Febru=sry 6, 1893
€A long time in return!)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type KPF-DW-COLLECT(Town)

"RETURNED/TO /WRITER/COLLECT/
Dead Letter Office/Washington DC"

After..za ...... days, return to

Neadercrembaugh, Germany -
Returned to Lockhaven, Pa. -
Numerous transit handstamps and machine cancels.
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

Third Subtype - A list of six items
(Deceased is not on the list, and from the
handstamp mekeup, never weas.)

L P TaretWe ™Y
- Rochester .N-Y. for b

Returned July 29, 1943 (seven months)

CAN'T SAY THAT THEY DIDN'T TRY!!!



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-bS-VERIWIED, etc.
RD - Right Hand, Palm Down
bS - Return__ to Sender

%W

A U.S. Army POSTAL DI TWCTORY COMPANY

VERIFIES A MISSING SOLDIFR, and returns to sender.
Additional handstamp "MISSING EH—ASPIONY

with "IN ACTION" crossed off,.

Note that the military hold the letter two weeks past

the initial Feb 23, 1944 verification, and do not

release until after a second verifacation on March 6.

THe letter was not actually returned until May 9 (reverse).



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward
D - Returned
W - to Writer

Q.M

-

(O o

“--
cesuusE R LN

vers e RN

ew
.
-

Durham, North Carolina, Jan. 29, 1928
Returned to Wilmington, N.C.
Additional Handstarps -
"REGTSTTRED" (Wilmington)
"Second Notice/JAN 2% 1928" (Durhan)
Usual Registry handstamps on rear
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-DW-(Town, Reg. Div.)
E RD - Right Hand, Palm Down

DW - Returned to Writer

"N.Y.P.0. Rege Div." in cuff

Two Different New York City examples, separated in use
by many years - 1904 and 1931!




> —
- The Pointing Hend Return

Type LB-D§-

"Notice Disregsrded/
Account of/
Postage Due."

Fort Worth, Texas,
Sept. 4, 1934 -
Return to
Dellas, Texas

Additional
Handstanps =
- "MAUG 31 1934"
- "Sep 4-193%4"
"LAST NOTICE"

(/8




The Pointing Hand feturn

Type RFP=-bS~-INSUFFICIFNT ADDRESS
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

bS - Return__ to Sender

AV Libvevy
Q@\fd. Q\\mav._
GIRd,) N, T, 9703

-

\ ~//~
\[}t/[4’ 1) ‘
Do\\r(vvw\f“ @ES

_S. Yy\uV\"\ A\,-L,,

) ‘\ ke
PO VL )

East Orange, New Jersey, April, 1982
((One needs a DORMITORY ROOM NUMBFR to deliver here.)
Returned to Bloomfield, New Jersey.




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-DUE 2 CENTS

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forw=rd

DS - Returned to Sender

AVENUE CAMERA STORE
2306 So. Grand Blvd.
ST. LOUIS 4, MO. -

Return Postage Guaranteed

UNITED STATES

( THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS )

UNKNOWN aasv/

POSTAL CARD R®TURN IS NOT FREE

Domestic postal cards do not carry with them a f

ard states "Return

-—
|8

return privilege. If the

d O

" (a2s this card does), the P. 0. will return the ca

r
charging as postage due the normal postal card rate.

N

November 29, 1957 -
Local St Louis, Mo.
1
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The Pointing Hand Return

A Mexican Pointing Hand




Hand Return
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The Pointing Hend Return

"Wrong way" Hand

Type LD-bW
LD - Left Hand, Palm Down "Wrong Way" hand
b - Return__ cannot point to
W - to Writer return address unless
struck upside down
If not called for in days, return to T

E. C. Voorhelis,
S\L“QJ\' Q)\'Q;Qr‘ Yoy
O.Aal.

/M ﬁcm

San Andreas, California, October, 1894.
Returned to Sutter Creek, Celifornia



The Pointing Hand Return
"Wrong-Way" Hand_

Type RD-bW-(D.L.0.) "Wrong-Way" hend

RD - Right Hand, Pslm Down cannot point to

D.L.0. - Dead Letter Office
(International
letter return)

struck upside down.

. lltrven

W 1798, Rhoode dotan e rime

;hgﬂ“Aﬁ gfiéf

0‘ r
N

French language "inconnu" (unknown)

From Washington, D.C., to Zurich, Switzerland,
1

and return via New York City. Ample backstamps.

S50 even the "big city" post offices can make the mistake

of acquiring "wrong-way" hands!

b¥ - Return to Writer return address unle

- R

Q



The Pointing Hend Return

"Wrong-W§g”‘Hand

Type RB-bW
RB - Right Hand, Palm Back
bW- - Return__ to Writer

Return April 29, 1888 (bzackstemp)
OAKES, DAKOTA TFRRITOKY, returned to St Paul, Minn
Additiona Handstamp - "Unclaimed."



he Pointing Handé Return
"WRONG WAY" HANDS
LThese are genuine errors. The hand is rex

They cannot point to the normal return address a

ct

right of the cover without being struck upside down!

"Wrong Way" Hands are classified by the hand position:
RD R
Right Hanc Right Hand
Palm Down Palm Back
LD LF
Left Hand Left Hand
Palm Down Palm Forward

"Wrong Way" Hands are over a hundred times scarcer

0
than their normal counterparts.




The Pointing Hand Return

T, 1o
"Universal" M=zchine Cancels

RETURN/TO SENDER/
SERVICE SUSPENDED

g s

E; ¥
i

EXAMINER 6183

e — 2 I 4L

New York, N.Y., July 26, 1942

Returned to Cleveland, Ohio, but only after censoring!
Originally mailed Dec 2, 1941.

/1




The Pointing Hand Return

"International" ilachine Cancels
All Type LB

RETURN/ TO WRITER/ UNCLAIM:D

SHELLMAN'S PHEASANTRY

312 ABISO AVENUE
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Miss Ann Hudsen

Mphim Tobin Drive
>4

< R

¥
San Antenie 4
%

\)

2

Tex.

San Antonio, Texas, March 4, 1936
Returned to San Antonio sender.
o B

Additional hsndstamp "Directory Clerk No. 8"

Note that San Antonio zppears to be using =n old, "spare"

international machine for this return marking. The YEAR
DATE IS STILL IN THE 1920's!! The digit "2" has been

partially gouged out, but not beyond recosnition!




The Pointing Hand Return

"Tmiversal"™ Machine Cancels

all Type LB

RFTURN/TO WRITER/
UNCLATMED - Disl Inverted

Dallas, Texas, July, 1924-
Returned to L-a¥enworth, Kancas =
Additional handstesnp -

"Directory Searcher No. 3



The POinting Hand Paid

"Univers=zl" Machine Cancels

all Type LE

"NOT DELIVER'BLE/ AS ADDRESSED/ UNABLE TO FORW'RD/
RBEURN TO WRITER"

L5

qMU\iBlJ‘Pu€:§~\\

oo, Syl
hs‘tubLL nG r\aRh‘”\nD /7

! / 5

§ RETURN T0 WRITER

~e ADEG3T00

Boise, Idaho, Oct 31, 1978
Returned to Houston, Texas
Later X“lpl 3 -
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Francisco, CA
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/2”!9eturn
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Type LB-bS-Not Deliverable ¢
2 @8
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back .£§/

bS - Return__ to Sender /75

"NOT DELIVERABLT/ AS A (1117 /
AS ADDRESSED - 'y
UNABLE TO FORWARD" d /

Los Angeles, Ca
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Type LE=bS-
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type - Boxed RF-DW-Reeson Checked(List)
Second subtype - "Deceased"™ has been cut out to
make a list of six items. In

cutting out "Deceased," the outer

frame has gl530 been cut.

" RETURN IN ONE WEEK TO

MOFFAT & ATWOOD
INSURANCE

80 MAIDEN LANE
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

Richnond, Va., June, 1944 -

Returned to New York City -




The Pointing Hand Return

Type - Boxed RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

First Subtype variety - '"short list"

(Through breskage or renroval, tke last line
has been removed, leaving a list of 6 items.
Confirmation strikes have confirmed the
consistency of this damage.)

Lumberton, North Carolina, “ept. 20, 1928 -
Returned to Wilnington, N.C. -
Additional Handstamps =

"REGISTERED" (Wilmington)
"RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED." (Wilmington)

Lunberton Gen(eral) Del(ivery) D.C. on Face
Usual Registry handstamps on reverse




The Pointing Hand Return

T -+ I

Type RF-DW-UNCLAT

(Tn this subtype the "UNCLAI'TD"

is located on the sleeve.)

Jrigin - Bast River, Conn., August 28, 1911

First destination - Beverly, "Pa" (No such town)

[N Philadelphia, clerk "C" applies his red circular
handstamp and routes the letter to Beverly, N.J.

n reverse - Received, Beverly, N.J., Aug. 29.

)n reverse - Baverly, N.J., (having fziled, it is

on its way home, with the "pointin: hand p:zid on fface),
Sept. 5. Received in ¥ast River, Conn (besck home) on

ept. 6, 1911,




The Pointing Hend Return

Type LB-Db-UNCLAIMFD-(Town, Date)-Envelope..Cannot be Mailed..
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back

Db - Returned by... (Sender, Writer omitted)
"IUNCLAITED. Envelope or Wrapper with this P.0. Mark

Cannot be again Mailed Lawfully."

S S
u-/

IL Arlter 5 days, retur &>$ é\(o

 CIRCULATING DEPARTARNT

CITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONM

SPRINGFIRLID, MASS, 09
: - ¢

After 5 days return fto
Law Offices
ENOCH HARLAN,

i Herald Building, Baltimore. D
:
: ;o P L

<MAY 3 =z
® 40PM S

n treet///;'/
g / / /

Two Philadelphia, Pa. examples =
July 16, 1903, and May 20, 1908.




The Pointing Hand Refurn

THE BASTC CLASSIFICATTON
I

THREE ORIFNTATIONS OF THE HAND

LB RD RF
LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND, RTGHT HAND,
PATIM BACK PALM DOWN PATM FORWARD
Y o,
ﬁﬂﬂ&g »
to Writen AL

II
TWO TENSES OF THE VERB "RETURN"

o D
RETURN__ RE

(
e
“. SENDER

TWO RECTIPTENTS OF THE RETURN

3
=
=
€|

|=)

(Taperative)

ITT

W S
WRITER SENDER
/4.::—’./‘.”57 Rﬁ’\’m
. W\
e 10 ! "\
©N - ERUER
\ Lt Y Y




The Pointing Hand Return

THE SECONDARY CLASSTFIERS

THE "REASONS" FOR RETURN

Y AMPLES

UNDELIVERABLE AS i/
ADDRESED - UNABLE \ /
70 FORWARD U

THE CITY (ONLY WHEN IN THE HANDSTAMP)

-

HLADA.

pEN”

THE DATER (ONLY WHEN IN THE HANDSTAMP)

XETURNED To WRITER 3
‘V” CHICAGO %e (ﬁJG

: ’\ {JNSUFﬂClEﬁT ADDRESS

P4 . Returned to Writer A

¥ Unclaimed from
Chicago, 1L (D.B.)

2 R (_:\_M'," & _4, 0% Eiﬂ A
Nyg ¥ ""

ALL OF THE SECONDARY CLASSIFTERS ARE USED ONLY WHFN THEY
APPEAR AS AN TNTEGRAL PART OF THE POINTTNG HAND HAND4

STAMP. AS SEPARATE HANDSTAMPS THEY ARE INTERESTING, BUT
DO NOT FORM PART OF THE POTNTING HAND CLASSTFICATTON,.



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-DW

RD - Right Hand, Palm Down (The r=rest of the, "Hands")

D - Returned
W - to Writer

TRIMPEY STUDIOS, B

o et
O JuLdtg©
- 420PMI g

Wisconzin Dells, Wis., July, 1930 - returned to Baraboo.
Additional Handstanp -
"UNKNOWN"



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD=Db-No such P.70.
(Town, Date)

RD - Right Hand, Palm Down
D - Returned

b - (phrase "to writer (Sender) omitted)

"No. 3/RETURNFD FROM/CEICAGO, TLL./
No such P.0. in State/named. M.D.N,=."

Date in cuff.

ELMER E. DEVOL

ATTORNEY=AT-LAW

GENEVA, ILL.

Postmaster

Kaskaskia
111

Chicago, Ill., December, 1932 - returned to Geneva, Ill.
The letter addressed to "Kaskaskia, Tll., after that
post office had been discontinued.



The Pointing Hand Heturn

Type LB-DW-(Town, Date)-Do Not Use...

LB - Left dand, Palm Back

DW - Returned to Writer

Galveston, Texas

"Do not use this envelope or wrapper again”

GALVESTON. TEXASH

M
ALL - AMERICA CIT {[FS
L/""— /’4\ 2\ o

Galveston, Texas, December 19, 1962

Local Return
Additional Handstamped list - "unknown" is checked
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THE
POTNTING-HAND
RETURN

A Study of Types.

Throughout much of the 19th =snd 20th

centuryes the pointing hand has been

a bold indicator of the directive to

return nail to the =ender. This exhibit
explores the types of hendstanp and

nachine cancels of the pointing hand

thet have been in use over these many years.
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The Jefferson Card

1914

|

1

|

~ Return To Writer Unclained = =

..............................
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-D.L.0. (Dead Letter Office)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
bW - Return__ to Writer

A complicated history -

Left Flgin, Illinois, September 16, 1892

Tnderpaid - due 3 pence (twice the 3c underpsymnent)
British postnarks record the diligent atteapt to

find the =ddressee,

Triangular American "Dead Letter Office marking on reverse,
and pointing hand return on face.




The POINTING HAND RETURN

A Taiwsnese "Fickle Finger" ("Naughty-Naughty!!")

N U U Y Y Y Y e

T0: DEAN OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS “Hrig
TEXAS A & M UNIVERSITY o

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77843

FROM: HUNG PI YUEH
P. 0. BOX 12053,

TAIPEI, TAIWAN,

R. O, c. .

BY AIR MAIL . : .
PAR AVION

\““““‘
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DS-Cannot be found (Town)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Down
BS - Returned to Sender

e

Stamford, Conn., March, 1894
Returned to Bridgeport, Conn.
“znuscript "Opened by error/John McGuinness/Orchard St
On reverse - Receiving cancels,
Stamford, FPeb. 13
Pridgeport, March 13




Hand feturn
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The Pointing Hand Return I

> MU LTS |
Type LB-DW-Chicago Post Office D.S.
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
D - Returned
W - to Writer | _
The reason for return is onitted from the
pointing hand hendstarp per se.
Town (Chicago) and Date are in contrast

given asz 1ntegra; parts of the pointing
hand

Chicago, Tllinois, Aug. 20, 1936 - return to New York City.
Additionel hsndstamp - "MOVED LEWT NO ADDRESS 213"




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-CANNOT BE FOUND (Town)
Des Moines, Iowa

After 10 Days Return to ~=—gmms— /
C. W. ANTHONY,
Calesburg, lllinois.

Des Moines, Iowa, Oct 27, 1898
Returned to Galesburg, Illinois



The Pointing Hand Return
S(Chicago, Date)

Type LB-DW-IN!UFFICTENT ADDRES
"INSUFFICTENT ADDRESS/Returned to Writer/
Unclaimed from/Chicego, T1ll. (D.S.)"

end Date in cuff.

"DO NOT REMAIL TN THTS ENVELOPE OR

WEAPPFR" below and an integral pert
of the pointing hend handstamp.

/§‘

f—bNO‘V'ié‘KC
Lo W :'1"'p\'; “_l‘
! ) 04’ 2 —
Wy, SN /%, \ J942
4 /' A KA s . 7 7 B
gl L-/'{‘/{' !‘//‘/ :\/, ‘{ L L /_ o &@' ?
=ES | Y
o e , . " A <
s s & %
& . - L (4
5 O %
STl il <
~.. D
'QJ .'m— J
F
2
.

20, 1942 - return to Detroit, [Tich.

Chicago, Ill., Nov.
BEEN GIVEN/

Additional Handstanp -

"DTRECTORY SERVICE/HA
TILL. (1)

(Return address over on flap, where hamdvisspointing.

CHICAGO,



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-MISDIRECTED(Chicago, Date)

"ITSDIRECTTD/Returned to Writer/
Unclaimed from/Chicago, I1ll.(D.S.)"

and Date in cuff.

"DO NOT REMATL IN THIS TNVELOPE OR
WRAPPER" below appears to be an
additionel integra} part of the
oointing hand handstamp.

T -.——Ac,‘—-..-——e—:- —=

ELMER E. DEVOL

LAWYER
GENEVA. ILL. 3
. {
gg i
Sz §
m‘\-Jv - {
L '_j -,
{72 oy ~
- A
@o G -
“-"9 . g

RECTOR
Ca

ﬂg?lf
g
§

R ) '
:'_5@()‘1) Letwi 5%y Levinson el O 2 X5 g

5 2‘ Illi is. il
J - s
////,/ v o ﬁ“ﬂg, ~—

'

o

Chicago, T1ll., June 1, 1943 - return to Geneva, Tll,

Additional handstanps =
"15 K" (struck twice)
"DIRECTORY SURVICE/HAS BEEN GIVEN/CHICAGO,TLL.(13)"

"NOT THFRE G-2626" (struck twice)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB=-DW-UNCLATMED
IB - Left Hand, Palm Back
DW - Returned to Writer

=3

ROCKSTONE MILLS,
WOOLENS,

Y
!!‘ 5 T ] e A s AT

Boston, Mass., May 15, 1904.
Returned to Ttica, N.Y.
Additional Handstamp:

THIS LFTTYR WAS NOT CALLED
"0R BY THE ADVFRTISFR AND
ACCORDING TO U.S. POSTAL LAW
IS RETURNED TO SENDER

(The "Advertiser" referred to above is the
person who had placed an ad in the Boston
Globe under the number "271.")




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-Unclaimed(Town,Date)
Central Station, Chicago, Ill.

RETURN TO
INVITATION COMMITTEE,

Clinton Home Coming

Association

CLINTON, - WISCONSIN
Date of Home Coming

July 4, 5 and 6, 1907.

Chicago, Ill., Central Station, July 6, 1907 -
Return to Clinton, Wisconsin (July 7 Red'd on reverse).
Cancel is thatof the

Chicago & Wentworth Ave. Street Car R.P.O.,
June 3, 19070

Additional markings

Red Circular "Name Not In Directory 9"

On reverse - "Chicago General Delivery"
(Doremus dachine Cancel)




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-Unclaimed(Town,Date)
Central Station, Chicago, Ill.

RETURN TO
INVITATION COMMITTEE,

Clinton Home Coming
Association
CLINTON, - WISCONSIN
Date of Home Coming
July 4, 5 and 6, 1907.

Chicago, Ill., Central Station, July 6, 1907 =-
Return to Clinton, Wisconsin (July 7 Red'd on reverse).

Cancel is thatof the
Chicago & Wentworth Ave. Street Car R.P.O.,
June 3, 1907.

Additional markings
Red Circular "Name Not In Directory 9"

On reverse - "Chicago General Delivery"
(Doremus udachine Cancel)

G.0D. /o,



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-Unclaimed(Town,Date)
Central Station, Chicago, Ill.

Sy 2
S I V..

e

RETURN TO
INVITATION COMMITTEE,

Clinton Home Coming
Association
CLINTON, - WISCONSIN

Date of Home Coming
July 4, 5 and 6, 1907.

Chicago, Ill., Central Station, July 6, 1907 =
Return to Clinton, Wisconsin (July 7 Red'd on reverse).
Cancel is thatof the

Chicago & Wentworth Ave. Street Car R.P.O.,
June 3, 1907.

Additional markings
Red Circular "Name Not In Directory 9"

On reverse - "Chicago General Delivery"
(Doremus uachine Cancel)

G.0.  to, A A T



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-UNCLAIMED(Town, Date)-DO NOT REFRAIL

LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
DW - Returned to Writer

¥ 3
?
" S1 NO ES ENTREGADA EN 5 DIAS na ..
! DEVUELVASE A )T
| THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
| LTy, W ,
- . ' % ~ _‘! ' "‘L‘-_\ "‘-" *ﬁfrltr"p:’q
Frederuck(& Co. ) Wiy -\ §y\g§w
.“‘; W D Fp, “5-‘"5:2?{
7 DetroitgMich “&i2
: g s .E{ Uo _Ap
™, .
‘ .
(S -

"

o

Detroit, Michigan, May 9, 1924
Returned to Sagua La Grande, Cuba

\hj_n.il ar ’
but without

the

phrase.
1911 return
to Buffalo,

\T VvV
Ve -
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB=-DW-Unclazined-(Town, Date)=-Do not use

WP Bl anid . %
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
™ur N Tnnee M3 4 A

J - npeturned 1o LY el

Austin, Texas

I hal TH
J

Do not use this envelope again"

After 5 days, return to
UNION STATE BANK,
P. O. Box 126, ¥
FLORENCE, TEXAS.

o ‘}’\ S

6 2. - W, 7 " :
Q@ = * /%
“ Texes National Bank.
S o
() v
Qq,g/tin, Texas,
"10 : \r‘t,
s
.
% %

Austin, Texas, July 28, 1

O

[~
4/

Returned to ¥lorence, Texas

Additional handstamp "NO SUCH STRTET"

(with "STRETT" overstruck by a

handwritten "Bank")




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-DW-UNCLAT "™ED(Town, Date)

"RETURNED TO WRITFRZUNCLAIMED/PUEBLO,
COoLO./P.0."

Date in cuff; "B.D."below;

"DO not use this envelope or wrapper
again" above is also an integral
part of hendstamp.

Pl = — ———

After 5 days, return to
THE OBER MFG. CO.,
CHAGRIN FALLS, OHIO.

-

Name not in Directory.

"G

Pueblo, Colo., April 11, 1905 - return to Chagrin Falls,
Nhio,
Additionel Handstamps -

"Name not in Directory"®

"OUT/APR 7 1905"



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB=-DW-UNCLAT TED(Town, Date)

"RETURNED TO WRITFRZUNCLAIMED/PUEBLO,
COLO./P.0."

Date in cuff; "B.D."below;

"DO not use this envelope or wrapper
again" above is also an integral
part of handstamp.

S —

After 5 days, return to
THE OBER MFG. CO.,
y  CHAGRIN FALLS, OHIO,

~ .Mama not in Directory.

Pueblo, Colo., April 11, 1905 - return to Chagrin Falls,
Nhio.
Additional Handstanps -

"Name not in Directory"

"OUT/APR 7 1905"



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bS-DIRECTORY SERVICE GIVEN(Town)

"RETURN TO/SENDFER ¥ROV/EVANCVILLE
IND/DIRECTORY SERVICE GTVEN"

-

- -~

HEA Merer
AE€7eMVVMﬁ5fZﬁ;,/M;y¢

TB00 - WASHINGTON-1950 .Tl

1

Evansville, Ind., December, 1950 -
Returned to Fayeltewilie, N.V.

Additional handstanp -
"Insufficient =2ddress™ (Hogwash! The Tisses
Schlundt had a perfectly gocod Evensville
address at that tine.)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bS-Unclaimed
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
bS - Return__ to Sender

Harlingen, Texzs, January 29, 1930 (Backstamp)
Returned to Brownsville, Texas




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bS-Unclaimed
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
bS - Return__ to Sender

Harlingen, Texazs, January 29, 1930 (Backstanp)
Returned to Brownsville, Texas




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW

St Louis, Missouri, May 10, 1890
Returned to Kansas City, Mo.

Additional Handstamps -
Dates (May 2, May 10)

On Reverse -
St. L. & Ken. City TRAIN, May 1
Kensas City REC'D, May 14



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-Cannot be found(Town)
1B - Left Hand, Palm Back
b - Returnt_ (inperative)
W - to Writer

"Return To Writer/Cannot be found/
FROM YONKERS, N.Y."

ROBERT E. DUNKLEE & SONS
s~ 72 FLAT STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

Yonkers, N.Y., February, 1955 - return to Brattleboro, Vt.

Additional handstemp -
"Tnsufficient Address."



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB=-bW-Not Deliverable...

LB - Left Hand, Palm Back

bW - Return_to Writer

"NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSFD/ NO RORWARDING ORDFR ON RILE"

UNMITED CHAPTER 127
M. | .MESSINGER

.\

1528 BURR 0AK o i

HOMEWOOD, ILL. 60430 [T Novzy
\ 1974

\Q;Eﬂ.\‘/

Chicago, Illinois, November 27, 1974
Retufnsﬁ to Homewood, Illinois



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-Returninz, etc.

"RETURN TO WRITFR" in hand

"RETURNING TO UNITED STATES/NO FORWARDING
ADDRESS" below.

A nilitarg New York AP) marking

New York, N.Y., June, 1945 - return to Park Ridge, Tll.
Additional handstaip -

"No Record 97th inf Div"
Several manuscript notations -

"]12-2-6", "97 DIV", "Ret To US"



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-UNCLAT'TED

History uncertain:
Origin: Wilmington, N.C., Feb, 26, 1932 -
Return to Wilmington: March 9, 193%2 -

Destination: "Bay View, S.C., changed to
Lake View, %.C. (by whom?)

Intermediate travels not recorded by legible
handstanps (rsre for registered letters)




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-pW-UNCLAIMED(Town)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
bW - Return__ to Writer

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Nov. 23, 1945,

returned to Penang, British Malaya

Note also the "Forward" pointing hand in the
red malayan handstamp "GROW MORE FOOD."
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-(List)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
b - Return__
W - to Writer
a list of three reasons -

"Unclaimed..«.
Unknownee....
’TOVed...-..o."

P A s

e

-

.

»

.

»

»

.

»
3

N

- - =
" p e , . . vessasses
O.o'..“l'-o..‘oo.ooo »-onit.’d..tl‘“- .
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‘lo.\".l'.‘-‘l!...l
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sesPs O

-
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£ »
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.
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B .

. &

SanEes e

' £ Ar10T aeanesTED,
b % RETIRN 7T

N %Y W\ i 40b4d
"r‘_'r S .a.

Iyrtle Beach, South Carolina, Decemnber, 1928 -
Returned to Wilmington, N.Cs =
Additional Handstamps -

"REGISTERED" (Wilmington)
"RETURN RECETPT RF UESTED" (Wilmington)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bW-(List)
LB - Left Hand, Palm Back
b - Return__
W - to Writer
a list of three reasons =

"Tmelaimed..«.
UnKnowNe s es oo
’TOVGd........"

| |
| g
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R x
: Z
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L ol
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. - o - . - o 4
Ov.‘.o“."-"'.'l_-o.ton-!oo-nc- sesrdlyesssnsnsve
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seesss ey

assRaewie o

P> FeieTe o

L or “ff“‘t\T “
% RETIIRN "7

= a g , Qi 1564

x f*r"“.: P
1id) W\.M
Iyvrtle Beach, South Carolina, Decenber, 1928 =
o) ’ ’

% 1
6504 M
Returned to Wilmington, N.Cs =

Additional Handstamps -

"RFGISTERED" (Wilmington)
"RETURN RECETPT RE UESTED" (Wilnington)

2 le



The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bb-(Town)

LB - Left Hend, Palm Back
bb - (Customary "Return(ed) to Writer(Sender) omitted.
(The reason for return is also omnitted)

"N.Y./3D Div."

Return to JEWELL BELTING (0.,
HARTFORD, Conn,,
If not delivered within 10 days.

|
|

- Wi, Casperson, dJr., ‘/@

Paulson, N %
Qe
e

Sept. 1893 -
Handstanp "VISDIRECTED" (New York City). The letter to
Paulson, New Jersey, has been missent to New York
City. For some reason it is returned to Hartford,
Conmn., rather than sent to Paulson.
Additional Handstamp -

"t in circle (Hartford? N.Y.City?)



Hand Return

Pointing

The

1(3:

Winston-S




The Pointing Hand Return

Type LB-bb-UNCLATMED(Town)

LB - Left Hend, Palm Back
bb - (custonary "Return(ed) to Writer(Sender) missing)

"UNCLAIED/MT, OLIVER STA./
PITTSBIURGH, PA."

P. H. MULLER

Pittsburgh, Pa., Mt. Oliver Sta., Sept. 1934 -
Return to local address.

Additionel handstzup -
"R.D. 6 < G’\NE“



oot et e
The Pointing Hand Return
| :
- Type LB-DW-nclained(Town, Date)

"Returned to Writer/Unclained From/Fort
Dearborn Sta./Chicago, T11l."

and date in cuff.

*DO NOT REMAIL IN THIS FNVELOPE OR WRAPPER"
below, an integra} part of pointing hand
handstanp.

Chicago, T1l, Fort Deesrborn Stae., Jan 26, 1942 -
Return to Park Ridge, T1ll.

Additional handstamps -
"NOT AT NAVAL ARMORY" (struck twice)
"NOT AT NAVY PTER"
"NOT THERE K.404"

-

.
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-DS-UNCLAIMED(Town)

RD - Right Hand, Palm Down
D - Returned
S # to Sender

"UNCLATIMED/
From KTINSTON, N.C."

Kinston, North Carolina, October, 1927 =
Returned to Wilmington, N.C. =
Additional Handstamps =

"REGITERED" (Wilnington)

Usual Registry handstamps on reverse



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-DW-UNCLATWMED

'.‘&-ooo- -
PRCCCRRET e

.. s A
J..o..’..’-p‘l.‘-o.ono.-.l-w

5 ;l‘

Rocky Mount, North Carolina, October, 1929 =
Returned to Wilmington, N.C. =
Additional Handstamps =
"REGISTFRED" (Wilmington)
"RETURN RECETPT RECUFESTED" (Wilihington)
Registry handstamps on reverse

- " \i l
. "'. - i .
< \7 2\ £ ¢
' 'r‘:\(-;',\ e ?"ﬂ : H ‘ RG* "
- ;'\ gt 5 ! o - i be L n. 'y
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The Pointing Hand Return

TYpe RD-DW-UNCLAIIED (Tov
Saint Paul, Minn.

1925



Hand Return

2
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The Pointing Hand Return

+
0
o

-
.y

ype RD-DW-

T

Louisville, Ky
©)
s
"\\v 3



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-bS=-TNCLATMED

RD - Right Hand, Pzlm Down
b - Return__
S = to Sender

R TURNATOZSBNDER/
UNCLATMED

IN SEVEN DAYS RETURN TO

BERT D. GALBRAITH
CLERK OF THE PROB&;’E COURT

KANE COUNTY..

GENEVA. ILLINOIS

Y

-

fot for 1. 1. Mo 3 -

jackson. Mich

Jackson, Mich., May, 1947 - returned to Geneva, Tll.
Additional Handstaaps -

"NOT IN DIRECTORY"

"Not for R. D. No 3"

wJackson, Mich."



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RD-bW

RD - Right Hand, Palm Down
b - Return__
W - to Writer

Return to LAIRD,NORTON 00,
WINONA, Minnesota, ’
If not delivered within 10 days,

Wm. Sparr Lumber Coj;, s@o
N D N N
3

, CL

v Iowa.

Creston, Iowa (1893 or later)
Returned to Winona, Minn.
Additional Handstamps -
"UNCLAIMED" (black)
"DUE lc" (violet)



eturn

n

1 — |
narld

nting

Poi

tne

ma






|j
LThe Pointinkg Hand Return

| | [ ]
 Dype RD-b(?)W-Unclained
(Town) :
Hoboken, N.J.

Returned to
New York

City

.....

...............



The Pointing Hend Return

Type RFP-DS (Town)
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forw:rd

DS - Returned to Sender
"FROM BEAUMONT, TEY,"

AFTER 5 DAYS, RETURN TO
DEPARTMENT OF
U N CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
l. AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE
OF TEXAS

A a:ou.mz STATION, TEXAS e alArEsS.
e

/QJTAM%

__,' MA! 'rV\
= (1 30AM =
D, — &

R
acl
or ¢

Beaunont, Texas, May 10, 1949 (cancel on reverse)

leturned to Texas A & M by its earlier incarnation.




The Pointing Hand Return

Type R¥F=-DS(Town ) - ADDRESS BE UNRNows
"CAPE CORAL BR 33%904"

Mrs, Oscar C. Nussmann

351 N. FULLERTON AVENUE -
UPPER MONTCLAIR, N. Jo 07043

Cape Corel, Fla., May, 1978
Returned to Upper Montclair, N.J.
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-Tnsufficient address

\ngne’ Pa. ’ }‘eb‘ ’ 1979 b |

Returned to Havertown, Pa. (addres; on reverse)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RP-DS-IOVED, LETT NO ADDRESS

R - Right Hand, Pa2lm Forward

-

DS - Returned to Sender

,)b{ }C! Ld/AJC#L44/L/(f/ L g a Ll it

M,};_,%M(_MK Lz
" 9 4 60 pY A A

\7 --rj‘\._'. M'\//

Phoneton, Ohio, April 21, 1981

Returned to Montclair, N.J.



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-Moved, not forwardable(Town)

New York, N.V. 10021

éwmmmmyp«-;

5
NS

ble
ved, not forwar®?
e YORK, NY- 1

7/ g ST p
Sl dady /éaww ek

New York City, March, 1978 -
Returned to Hasvertord, Pa.,(address on reverse)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-Moved, not forward=ble(Town)

New York, N.V. 10021

WASBINGTON‘?“— -
p " o =t i

2L
270 4G

rwardabl®
Moved, 0‘;&"&_‘ 10021

NEW YOR ,
o 7 7 / 7
/L’L daty /édww @A

New York City, March, 1978 -
Returned to Havertord, Pa.,(2ddress on reverse)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-NO SUCH NUTBER(Town)
"NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023"

. m— e " —— : -
We hold these Truths... . W il & 7T ’ e ‘We hold these Trutt

B

- s ‘
B UNITED STATES () c §

/QO e
ﬁ‘mﬂr(uﬂ — )V ouw-

e ( ’Agﬂ Ny .

New York City, April, 1975 -
Returned to Clearwater Beach, Pla. (address on recverse)
Remailed (with new postage and revised dddress).



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-NOT AT ADDRESS GTVEN(Town)

"N"W YORK, NEW YORK"

RETURN IN ONE WEEK TO /()RK\
/0K,
MOFFAT & ATWOOD (g AUG 5 ¢
INSURANCE W g30pM <
80 MAIDEN LANE Gl
NEW YORK 7, N. Y. ‘%746

&
€Y

/o, NOT 11 Dle C ¢
_ 7 AMAL STRERT 3 !
Db not use this envelope > \ﬂ 1))

OF wrapper again.

A

ree Claimed Dy Ofites
¥ u‘tb Address



The Pointing Hand Return
il RFP-DS=Not Deliverasbless \ddressed/Uneble to Forward
'vype RF=Do=NOT bellr .

- &

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

DS - Returned to Sender

LINa

19273 Rochektear Phil, Assn.
Chap 207 willia) D. Erwin, Repr.
255 Winbon Road, S.
Rocheste N. Y. 14610

© USPS 1978

- = = L T
Rochester, N.Y., September 14, 1979

Returned to State College, ra,



Eb The Pointing Hand Return ]

Type RF-DS-REMOVFD/LEFT NO ADDRESS(Town)

NFW YORK, NEW YORK | ]

elbe

New York City, April, 1937 - H ji | | 'E:i

Returned to loczl address - ! .

Additiqnal:Handst@mp - | : . | ,A.
"foved, Left no address"™ u



The Pointing Hand Return

Type R¥-DS-UNCLAI'ED(Town)

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward
D - Returned

S - to Sender

"RETUURNED/T6/SENDER/UNCLATMED/
From Charleston, W.Va."

Charleston, W. Vz., October, 1931 -
Returned to Bluefield, W. Va. =
Additional Hendstamps -

"Special Delivery"™ (Bluefield)

"Delivery delayed on zccount/of incomplete
address"™ (Charleston)

"Directory Service Given/S-ecial Delivery
Section" (Charleston)

(on reverse) "UNABLY TO LNCATE" (Charleston)

v T
Fra 2 . 7> ' =
»- N
AT ¥,
' - -
. — v




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-Undeliverable, etc.(Town)

"RETURNED/TO/SENDER/Main Office/
'etairie, LA. 70002/Undeliverable
As Addressed/Unsble To Forward"

.

D i oo
bl gy .
| e aS—y 1

The Nussmanns ="
24,72 Homesite-Drive. ...
San Diego, Ca. 92139

/)L f’: (/

i a.

Metairie, La., Decenber, 1976 =
Returned to San Diego, Cal. -

(The San Diegoans, who 2lso have a Baja California
residence, had mziled their Christ: as letter

from "Mexico, but used the California return
address. )



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-(Town)

"Easton, Pa. Post Office"

Easton, Pa., Sept 24 (1880's)
Return to Saint Albans, Vt.
Mss '"nmot known"
Additional Handstamps:
"Unknown at Easton, Pa. Post Office"

Handstamps of nine postal clerks, showing the
process of search for the addressee.
4‘,:8'€f‘;"":% :

‘ iy

o
~

S
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AN 1,)[ U‘
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~iy
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re
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-(Town)

“"Phillada.,/Penna.”" on cuff

GREEN & QUINN
1722 ARCH STREET
PHILADELPHIA

Registered - Return

Receipt Regquested X
Deliver to addressee only 5??,%3 I

Philadelphia, Pa., Sept., 1927.
Returned to local =z2ddress.
Additionel Handstamp -
"RFEGT 'TFRED/No. 22347" in box in green.
Tanuscript notaetions -

"No Answer 9/11/ Called twice 11%3R / Left
notice / Second notice / lefft 9/17 "




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-ADDRESSEE UNKNOWN

‘\N'V.O 07?35/ g)&méa% W
X ;%&/M%c % 17195

Philadelphia, Pa., February, 1979
Returned to local =ddress (on reverse)



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-NO SUCH NUMBER

NATL. n&pwr%;
ey - 22 FOIT '

E THAY < TRZNG T{fger

e HOMEOF THE BRAVE=

Philadelphia, Pa., February, 1979 -
Returned to locel address (on reverse).



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-NO SEUCH OFFICE, etc.
"NO SUCH OFFICE IN STATE NAED"

e Ao Do T

MRS ARTHUR E NOoLLAy
714 EVANSVILLE Ay
WATERLOO IL 62298

December, 1975 - to Pleasant Hill, Tenn.
Returned to Waterloo, T11.
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{ The Pointing Hand Return ]

Ii.

|

|
Type RF-DW-UNCLATMED

N : |1 | L] | | 1] _|
Goldsboro, North Carolina, Way, 1927 - ‘ I
Additional Handstanmps -

"REG TSTERFD/NO. 26628" (Charlotte)
“Return Receipt Requested" "

"Return Receipt Requested/Fee Paid" (Charlotte)
"iay 17 1927" H
"Second Botice No Reply/To First Notice"




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RE-DW-UNCT.ATMED(Town)

"Returned to Writer" on finger
"From/CHAMPATEN,/T11./P.0." on palnm
"UNCLATITED'" on sleeve

Chanpaign, Ill., Dec. 18, 1906

Returned to Bloomington, T1ll.

Jther Handstanps -
Bloomington, Ill. Sta No. 1 Registey, Nov. 12
Chanmpaign, Ill. Registry, Dec. 18

(reverse has
edditional
andstanps)




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-UNCLATMED(Town)

"Returned/to/Writer/UNCLATIMED/
FROM/DANVILLE, VA."

g

Danville, Virginaa, Januery 10, 1928 -

Returned to Roanoke, Va. =-

Additional handstanps -
"REGTSTHRED/NO. 14924" (Roasnoke)
"RETURN RFCETPT RE UUEST/FEE PATD" (Roanoke)
Usual registry handstamps on reverse



| The Pointing Hand Return ‘
B i e R Tl e LR " e R
| Sen

| |
Type RF-DW-UNCLAI'ED(Town) ] ‘.W
"FRO'/ Hot Springs Natl. Park, Ark." |

=y
winet

Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas =-Sept. 20, 1934 -
Returned to Salgahachia, Arkansas
Additionel Hendstanp -

"NOT IN DIR¥CTORY"



- The Pointing Hans Return

Type RF=-DW-UNCLAIED(Town)

"RETURNED/TO/WRITER/UNCLAI =D#
From San Francisco, Czlif. P.0./
RETURNYD FROM HOTEL"

San ¥rancisco, Cal., Sept. 27, 1946 -
Returned to Detroit, Tichigen (a2ddress on reverse)
Additional Handstanp -

"NOT AT/KSFO"
"UNKNOWN AT "ADDRESE 128P"




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF¥F-DbS
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

1

bS - Return__ to Sender

. ¢
o » O
A ¢

r‘-\)
\

AN >
o b

Cha\e \ROQUSIS  qpT 9 e LY %E.r
DETRGIT (3, MICH, - ‘ | J

Meant for a distent outpost of the Canadian Arctic,
but it didn't get near that far!
Returned to Detroit, Michigan.
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The fointing Hand Return
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L The P01nt1ng Hand Retyrn | I

]
Type RF-bS-.ADDRES“%E'E UNKNOWN
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward
b - Return__
S - to Sender

with added phrase |
"ADDRESSEE UNKNOWN*

elbe

Montclair, New Jersey, June, 1977 - | ‘ié |||
Returned to Evansville, ™nd. (address on reverse)

(The addressee is perfectly known - in gpp ‘ Wontclairw
at the indic=ted zip code.) ‘ ]



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-bS=-
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The Pointing Hand Keturn

Type RF-bS-NO SUCH NUMBER
RF - Right Hand, P=zlm Forward
bS - Return__ to Sender

Montclair, New Jersey, January 5,
Local return to address on reverse.



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-bS-NOT DULIVERABLE...

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

bS - Return__ to Sender

"NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED/ UNABLE TO FORWARD

04 [y 3.5
';OMW,W,w?m

Fort Worth, Texas, March 26, 1981
Returned to Balmorhea, Texsas.




The Pointing Hand Keturn

Type R¥F-bS-UNCLAIMED (Town)
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forwsrd
bS - Return__ to Sender
Note ERROR IN HANDSTAMP
"SAN HOUSTON STATION, HOU TON, TX, 77052

Houston, Texas, April 9, 1982
Returned to Los Angeles, California,
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e Pointing Hand Return
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-bW

RF-- Right Hand, Palm Forward
b - Return__
W - to Writer

E s e PR

/

e R S g ———— - s - . ~ - — e "

",

i 7 (- 3
LA\
o

('l'l.'\

.'.'.\\' \ .
e s

~/CENT.

(0)s =

| =

Return Receipt riequested
Fee Paid

War Eagle, West Virginia, Sept. 10, 19%1 =
Returned to Bluefield, W. Va. -
Additional handstanps -
"REGTSTFRED/No." (Bluefield)
"RETURN Receipt Requestes/Fee Paid" (Bluefield)

\S\: ' W




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW

R¥ - Right Hand, Palm Forward
b - Return___
W - to Writer

Origin - New York City - July 18, 1904 -
A search in West Hoboken, despite lengthy checks,
fails to find the addressee, =nd the letter is returned.




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-LW-(Town)
R? - Right Hand, Pslm Forward

bW - Return__ to Writer

The National Bank of Commerce
P. O. Box 2558
Houston 1, Texas

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

. W,
Q"744 e
Walter L. Kellew';,

5115 Westheimer - ,a'ﬁ 4%> O o

Houston, Texas -

r:.C“""j‘ N //5/[/
O o™ %/7 - ~0, ‘MAIL RET'De
FORM 3547 REQUESTED O - \S -\./

Highland Village Station, Houston, Tx, May 3, 1962

Local Return
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-bW-Unclaimed (Town)
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

bW - Return__ to Writer

DEPARTMENT OF
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS
COLLEGE STATION. TEXAS

¥R. ELVIN V., SVOBODA
704 HARRINGTON

¢ «_////7% BousTON,TEXAS -9-
. ! % .
U '

Anson Jones Station, Houston, Tx, June 8, 1949
Returned to College Station, Texas



| The Pointing Hand Return l
I O

NEREEERENEN|
Type RF-DW-Reason Ghecked(List) 1] w

First aubtype - A 1list of seven poasible items
for checking, including the j.u
iten "Deceased" on line 2. 1

eibe

Chesterfield, N. H., Novenber, 1938 -j‘; HH 'j:: w
Retmrned to Brattleboro, Vt. CErT |



The Pointing Hend Return

Type RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

Second subtype - The item "Deceased" is cut out
of the list to create a list of
3ix possible items. The gouged=-out
gspace renains as evidence.
(one can suspect the resson - a check in the
"unknown" place, innediately in fron of the

word "Deceased" could have led to mis-interpre-
tations, and mountains of accompsnying zngui sh.)

De VOL ABSTRACT Com.

\Woluy 'Cd
THE BONDED ABSTRACTERS TELEPHONE GENEVA .AlM TO

G e

Unknown o

1or better ;1.1;1'. o33 . 9,
NOT KNOWN TO ROUTEGNG, 4" » wainas""

Elburn, Tllinois, April, 1946 -
Returned to Geneva, Illinois -
Additional Handstamps -
"NOT KNOWN TO ROUTE No. 4"
"NOT KNOWN T0O ROUTE No. 3"
"NOT ON R. R. 1"




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

Third subtype - A list of six items
(deceased is not on the list, and

from the continuou: dots never was.)

ROBERT E. DUNKLEE & SONS
72 FLAT STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

Bt Tr

lokbeilid

Jrigin - Brattleboro, Vt., Oct. 22, 1953% to Townshend, Vt.
Forwarded - to New Haven

Returned to Brattleboro.

GIVE ENOUGH[==
THROUGH YOUP.—
UNITED FLND[—:




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

Eight lines, Eight reasons, plus
"DO NOT RE!MAIL IN THIS ENV."
and "POSTAGE DUE CENTS"

WE APPRECIATE
OUR SERVICEMEN

Sy
B NOSMOVEMAHANY

8 BONDS

REASON CHECKED
Undaimed . .. Refused . .28
Addrassee unkpown ...
lusutiv 2at Addess....
Movc-Left no address ...a
No uch stract . . . - uUmBEF.saa

No such office in stata. ...

9.5 HOT KE-MAIL JTHIS BN
ASTAGE DUE—L L. CENTS



The Pointing Hand Return

Type - Boxed RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

First subtype - A list of seven possible items
for checking. The item "Deceased"
is first on line 2.

P. H. MULLER
214 N. LANG AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA.

Whitaker, Pa., June, 1930
Returned to Pittsburgh, Pa.



The Pointing Hand Return

Type - Boxed RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)

First subtype examples « unusual INKS

(the vast rajority of pointing hends

Black

Bl plira P s i
(oo Ve - Rtr"i""‘“‘.

: L |
= ,",ﬁl—

?:274 5

Nt 301430 1504 HONS ON
e

ivis
2

Ko
=

1 .‘ ‘\ 0‘

seTWNaY 0F




The Pointing Hané Return

Type RF-DW-Reason
Checked(List)-

Type la =
7 iteas in listg

"Deceased" is 2nd
item in line 2




The Peimtink Hand Return

Boxed RF-DW-Reason Checked(List)
Subtype - List has been severely excised,_and now
consists of the single item "UNCLAIMED"

Sawtelle, California, Feb 15, 1923, for local return.
Backstamped "Soldiers Home, Calif."



The Pointing Hand Return

Type - RF-BS-REASON CHECKED (List)
Six lines, Seven Reasons,
and "Do not remail in this envelope"

- Mr. Oscar C. Nussmann
351 N. FULLERTON AVENUE
UPPER MONTCLAIR, N. J. 07043

Surrender at Saratoga 1777 by Trumbull

US Bicentennial I3cents

Blue Springs, Mo., Sept. 18, 1978
Returned to Upper Montclair, New Jersey

M. L. MESSINGER, Secretary Zur
UNITED C #127, R.AM. ' -
W00 o
1.‘;,:‘_', { QS’ & 0; /t
HOMEWQQ B0430 v - i
VIRV L UUTIU T NOV2 ™
: 1973 c
\S’IY”O _
(.V‘.’:I
GEORGE '
PALAT : .60067

/) |




Type - RF=-DS-(List)-Town

Four line list,

ons

Four Hesa

City

New York




The Pointing Hand Return

Type - RF-DS-REASON CHECKED (LIST)

Two Different handstamps (different lists) on the
same envelope!

a) - Six Lines, Seven reasons plus

"

Do not remail in this envelope."
b) - Five Lines, Seven reasons

 Wittoiens

098/

j L7,

L N
o i

‘aimed . ... Re'used
Fddressee unknown .|

;}g m‘ Address fiiieees
wégﬁﬂﬁfmdﬁﬁkﬁ

QNDH-N tKABLE RS oo M/Lu/E /6/ arén ., /;/g/wé% REASON CH- “XeD

Winter Haven, Fla., Feb. 25, 1981
Returned to Houston, Texas
Additional Handstamp =
"UNDELIVERABLE AS ADDRESS D"



The Pointing Hand Return

Type - RF-DS (List)

(Unusual in the omission of the worde "Reason Checked)

Five lines, Six Reasons, plus "POSTAGE DUE "




The Pointing Hand Return

"Wrong-Way" Hand

Type LF-DW
LF - Left Hend, Palm Forward "Wrong-Way" hand
D - Returned cannot point to
W - to Writer return address unless
struck upside down.
;’!:;:t called for in TEN DAYY, return to ;::%

JONAS L. KNOLL,

INVENTCR AND MAN'FR OF
Double-Action Washer,
Residence, No. 107 S. Fourth St.,
LEBANON, PA.

o o le
' co- T2
i NV

Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 25, 1895
Returned to Lebanon, Pa.

Additional Handstamps:
" "
UNCLAIMED
"Not in Lancaster Directory"

Circle with "HAVE YOUR MAIL DIRECTED TO
STREET AND NUMBER"

on reverse - Received markings of
Lancaster (Jan 9) and Lebanon (Jan 26)



The Pointing Hand Return
"Wrong-Way" Heand

ype RD-bob-UNCLATITED -(Town) "Wrong-Way" hand
D - Right Haend, Palm Down cannot point to
X 1 . A A

bb - Normal feturn phrase onitted. return address unless

UNCLATI'ED/ FROM WASHENGTON, N.C. struck upside down.

PRI

y 5

(7)‘1 > ") 1 - 1
LNV ;g.;,.-ihﬁ.?; & ' '
)29y, . i D

Wilmington, N.C., March 17, 1928

From Wilmington to Lumberton, N.C., thence forw:rded
to Wilmington, where manuscript "Opened by Mi take"
is azdded.

No-one wants to pay this sewing machine bill!




¥

———— e S— e ————— —m

The Pointing Hand Return

| |

"Universal" Machine Cancels

These constitute a family, all Type 1B, with
wording of the "killer" varying to fit the need.

"Return to Writer"

Wilmington, N. C., July, 1946 -
Retmrned to Montreat, N. C. =

Additional handstanps =

"NOT IN DIRECTCRY"
"UNKNOWN BY B.Y.S. 3"

Other aanuscript markings track the search.



The Pointing Hand Return

"Universal" Machine Cancels

all Type LB
RETURN/TO WRITER/

UNCLAIMED

\ —AA&“ A’i "
ASK vou. B 5 =4

i
1732| Ié’ﬁ‘,j“”k

JrH'Y FNT.
Mall to 1h1~ ddress retorned -
by Ofder Vi | 08 nas\er GEHEFB*

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Hugust 6, 1935 -
Returned to Cleveland, Ohio -
Additional handstamp -

"FRAUDULENT./Meil to this address returned/
by order of Postmaster General."



The Pointing Hand Paid

Return to
Writer
Unclaimed -

Universal

Machine
in Red and
Green ouwe VioleT
Saunders Mdse. & Novelty Co.

IMPORTERS & WHOLESALERS OF NOVELTIES
620 St. Clair Avenue, West
CLEVELAND, OHIO

NOTIFY

YOUR :
CORRESPONDENTS[ &
OF CHANGE [
OF ADDRESS

r



The Pointing Hand

"Tniversal"™ Machine Csancels

All Type LB
"RETTRN/ TO WRITER/ UNCLATMED" ‘A more recent type face)

6¢a\
g&*:th
» A‘\' .;(:/-; Q‘V
R\
1::) @ /(o
J- ig’
ii;u,r T e 7055
A - [ ! |
‘l’ wni . i
1 RRENI g * 1) -

Houston, Texas, Nov. 1, 1974
Returned to Galveston, Texas

LR (e r——

SVEZ™ — —w i N . . Tbi::

(< 4 Houston,
\ . ¢ oo _ Fuurness 16391912 Penn Acadenny Texas
NG d - —~— —‘\rchlml'Q'ﬂJc ) ’
Nov.,

1980

T s e e 777%%;49

1302 7 sz/e./
AN

~RETURN
10 WRITER
UHCLAIMED

. v
& .




UNITED STATES POSTAGE

"
(Rl i
¢ / | )/, ,/;,[/{,( it 1
24, 1968
4 1
Sen Antonio, Texas, June ’ IArasa n reverse)
. — ~ Loridsa (r\ "€
1Y TE GO X & ’ L
o andstano Lon
i )vj.“ —1i~lv 1 g 3
A itionadl " T Ch C; eQ.
'"Addres AN KNOWI :
LA -~




The Pointing Hand Return

I ——

BET L |
] "ﬂiiggié " Machine Cancels

ail Type IB

RETURN/TO WRITFR/
UNDELIVFRABLF/AS ADDRESSED

elbe

Brooklyn, N.Y., December, 1927 =
Returned to New York City (Manhattan) -
Manuscript "House Closed"

Eas s

1l




The Pointing Hand Return

Manuscript Pointing Hands
St James, La. "Return to"

BIOGRAPHY
JAMES G. BLAINE,

By GAIL HAMILTON,
(His Literary Executor,) » 3
With the co-operation of his FAMILY. o 7 /

b & s SN
AGENTS WANTED. S 275
.The Henry Bill Publishing Company, i, T N

(ESTAELISHED 1347,)

56 to 62 Shetucket St. - - NORWICH, CONN \)%1 j*‘ k)
- .

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS. N

RETURN IN 5 DAYS TO

i DAttt MUY GROCERY (OM2AVY; >

THE MIDLAND GROCERY COMPANY

WHOLESALE GROCERS.



The Pointing Hand Return

Manuscript Pointing Hands

Manila, Philippine Islands
under U.S. Military Occupation.

\OR ;>\
AZE:- XN
T %\
u%AUG.HHNE %
2\ PROP.

(~




The Pointing Hand Return

Type - RF-bS-
ATTEMPTED-NOT

Returned to
Texas A & M

KNOWN




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF=DS-(Town)-
DO NOT REMAIL...

Loop Station,

Chicago, Ill.



The Pointing Hand Return
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The Pointing H=znd Return

Type RF-DS-
NO SUCH ADDRESS

Salem, Oregon



The Pointing d=nd Return

Type RF-DS-
NO SUCH ADDRESS

Salem, Oregon

A e F 2 f
s £ 7
( g






The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-NO “UCH NU'BFR(Town)

"New York, N.Y. 10027"
with 2dded two lines

"DO_NOT USE_THIS FNVELOPE OR/
WRAPPFR AGATN.,"

2LNCT

O e
S G 7
P
1974

NN D)

New York City, Decemnber, 1974 -
Returned to Upper Montclair, N.J. (on reverse)



Tenn
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Pointing Hand Return

1e
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The Pointing Hand feturn




Isnd Return

Ty

'he Pointing

m

‘V‘Oll

Deliver

.
o

Not

Type RF-D

~.

g
P



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-NOT DELIVERABLE..UNABLE.. (Town)
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward
DS - Returned to Sender

"NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED/ UNABLE TO PORWARD"
"HOUSTON, TX"

\ = ' ¥ Furness 1839 1912 lmkmml
Ui ' _ Architecture USA l.)c
3"‘!

'wz&u

7/
/\)C’x({'iﬂ. 2 22 OF
13195INT 11/1‘3’980 /
T - RETURN TO SENDER
ST
1 4od AV
S— AR

Similar, to "ZIP CODE - 65233"

MRS. ELSIE STEINER
R. R. 1 BOX 6

Nb‘ Deliverapye %
- Unass 1
I ZiP cope

oo Tosnidl loBieE

S Addresseq
C FORwARD

= 63233 ;




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-DS-REMOVED/LEFT NO ADDRESS(Town)

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

(with =dditionsl two-line phrase -
"Do not use this envelope/or wrepper agsin.")

RETURN IN ONE WEEK TO

MOFFAT & ATWOOD
INSURANCE

80 MAIDEN LANE
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

CHURCH STREE]ME
ANNEX N

3cents 3B

orWra;e thi&e K
e cgajy s, Hazel Q. Rollings

= 221 East 76th St.
NewﬂiorkT’N. Y.

New York City, November, 1944
Returned to local address.



The Pointing Hand Keturn

Undeliverable
As Addressed

Type RF-DS-



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RP-DS-Undeliverable 2s Addressed/No Torwarding Order on File
o . o

R¥ - Right Hand, Palm Forward

DS - Returned to Sender

PROCILA| Bl
IAIRMAN X . USA —
R'S I 13 e
| BOUI DER O - ESaREL 2
|HOME OF HOOVE '
U.S. BICENRTE -

Ms. Esther Bauman
2601 Wyandotte
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102

Las 'egas, Nevada, October, 1976
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The Pointing Hand Return

Type R¥-DS-UNDELTV®RABLE
AS/ ADDRESED (sic).
UNABLE/ TO

FORWARD -

21218

(A kuésrﬂ.up 'gn !
Oue. slalion wor Theia ‘ ""
2ip 21218 has e
beee, set & ‘
Quollen . The
firsT slatiac
NQasnt_ 1S
amvr«’ auf-)



Return

T
4

-
anda

T
e |

he Pointing t

i

KNOWN

¥

Type RF-DS-UN

BRackstamped
Greensboro,

oco,

5T
N

ov. 17, 1978

\

.
1



The Pointing Hand Return

T4
'.To |

New York,




The Pointing Hand Return

Type RF-bS-IMOVED, NOT FORWARDABLE (Town)
RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward
bS - Return__ to Sender

New York] N.Y.

New York, N.Y., May 1979

Returned to Houston, Texas




The Pointing Hand Heturn

UMBER-

ATT

-
= -

RP-1¢
10 SUCH
(Town)

L
aT
)

Type

v
i e

"

ronx,

R



The Pointing Hand Return

Type RFP=bS-NOT DELIVERABL"...(Town)

RF - Right Hand, Palm Forward

bS - Return__ to Sender

"NOT DELIVERABLE AS ADDRESSED/ UNABLE TO RORWARD"

"ASTRODOME STATION/ HOUSTON, TX 77025

Houston, Texas, Jenuary 5, 1978
Local return to address on reverse.



. The Pointing Hand Return _l

Type RF-bS-RETURN TO SENDER/
Undeliverable as Addressed/
Unable to Forward/

SHARPSTOWN STATTONLUNTT B/
HOUSTON, TX 77057

Jan. 1977

2lilacn
=l

-
el
e =

Type RF-DS-
RETURNED T0
STNDER/
‘Postage Due

C.




WM. A. NASON, M. D.

ALGONQUIN, ILLINOIS




THAT LAYS THE
@ooEN EG

—F R O M—
ENTERPRISE PRINTING HOUSE
Corfu - N. Y.

. M.—Notify if not called for and

we

will send return postage.
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IF NOT CLAIMED WITHIN 14 DAYS
PLEASE RETURN TO
COMMONWEALTH BANK OF AUSTRALIA
MELBOURNE, VIC,

s
75

'-".g,.. /17‘/+VEI\/Q

-
e




If not delivered within 10 days,
'n Lo

NAPA LoDGE No. I8,

I.O.O. F.

2 Napa City,

3 ¥ -California

Napa Cot
sl vovredoveiereics




OPECIAL NOTICE OF I\H’r MEN (JF DOM

[Post Office,

Ty o '

-
SIR: Domestic Money r,m/,‘;-,\WZ/éfJﬁ LION Oy thi s offi ce wpon
youwr office on /{4-; 2.5 189/ i favor «/L§,€,(/’ 7Z/2%a/m
jor 5 //A‘— has dai been re nuu’ 0 thi ,.

return it
1 repaid




lz . s

Return to BOX No,
NAPA, (Cal,,
If not delivered within 10 days.

P




After 10 days, return to

DENVER;-COLO.

AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO oo 3
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS - { ~ AIRNREQS R = i
/8 4 ' ! \ NS T‘, ﬁT
OF THE FAN ) i1t }:':‘fz:‘{,yc‘ D et
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 4z 295 TO 0 vy
156 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

The Voice of Fate Pub.

RV -3 3 Vv




C)/n. @icranian . 01 W - [ _ 7>_\V‘A:$7H1N‘GTO; B FT"U'”
STAMPS - COVERS ; ' 0 . '
1006-44th St., Brooklyn 19, N. Y.

NATIONAL CAPITAL SESQUICENTENNIAL
- UNITED STATES OSTAG‘

urn to

)LITAN NATIO NI\
‘.»\;,.\{“]

L,;m p’ B, N




JN. RRAJN
)YR) W- GEARNV)LZ-e Alx

i ¥
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A 20c¢

Seasons. Greetings US/




