FRYE & COMPANY
Boston to Portsmouth NH 1880s

Town of origin and date unknown, railroad to Homer New York
Green label with offices prepays express charges
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Conjunctive use — Union Line from Canton to Crestline, American Express to Indiana
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American Merchants Union Express vermilion label affixed in Waseca MN for delivery to Jowa.
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320 CHESTNUT STREET,
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Lawrence to Boston

Lawrence MA
17 Feb 1854,
George & Co.
“Railroad Exchange”
vermilion label pays
express charges,
“By Putney &
George Express”

Railroad to Boston

GEORGE & CO’S LAWRENCE EXPRESS
1854, 1862
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WESTON’S EXPRESS
1870s — 1880s

Boston to Plymouth

Boston MA (undated), railroad to Groton Junction MA
Vermilion label for prepayment of express charges
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Plymouth MA invoice, 2 May 1883, railroad to Boston
Vermilion invoice (different than above) prepays express charges for goods



ADAMS EXPRESS “TREE”
Adams Express Company Worcester, Mass. — Circa 1860

Many eastern expresses were closely inter-related. Some were formed by
merger of several companies. These “trees” will be shown together.

Vermilion label applied at back to seal envelope
Worcester Massachusetts to Putnam Connecticut (address on other side) by railroad
Enclosed invoice for goods so no government postage required
Not in violation of law prohibiting private letter expresses

Alvin Adams began an independent mail company in opposition to William Harnden in 1840.
His business expanded rapidly and, after passage of the July 1845 law, Adams Express became a
railroad parcel express. In July 1854 Alvin Adams became president of Adams Express Co. after
a merger of his company with Harnden & Co., Thompson & Co. and Kinsley & Co.
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Oswego New York, 31 December 1847, raiiroad to New York City
Vermilion label, 6/ (75¢) express fee — only recorded Rice & Peck label

It is believed Matthews and Rice & Peck were forerunners of Fiske & Rice’s Express.
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ADX-L142 Martinsville, O.

on Adams Express Co. cover to Marion, Ind. F faults
include tear in label

087986 $45.00
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