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The Provisional Of 1897
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‘ The entire subject of the first of Newfoundland’s Provisionals
| seems to be one fraught with much controversy. About the only
| point on which all of the authorities seem to agree is that there wa
| an actual need for a provisional to supply a one cent stamp for N

l

AID ALL” frank applied to mail by postal employees in late
1897 and described in this article.

The “P

foundland. A good deal has been written on this score and in the |
ensuing article we will attempt to assemble all that has been pub-
lished and present it as one complete and cohesive article.

Although there were 400,000 of {wo stamps weresurcharged with
the le Cabot stamp issued on|ihick sans serif or block letters
June 24, 1897, by late S&ptember | eferred to in the rest of the ar-
the entire stock had been ex-|ticle as Type C.
hausted and the Newfoundland | Alth(mﬂ‘h the type used for the
postal authorities were forced to|. .o ,\,“‘;’mp'_\_ in the last row was
resort to the practice ok surcharg- idt;n1i(’;il one of the stamps can
ing for the f‘n'st time in the his- dui‘init('ﬂ' be positioned because
tory of the Colony. { in this one instance the space be- |

There was an immediate need | {\ween the words ONE and CENT
for a lc stamp pending the arrival & usual

: fis 2mm. instead of the
of the one cent stamp of the Royal§ {1, mm. This is a variety not
Family issue that had» bg—en or- “«;nlalugued in the standard books
dered f‘rum the American Bem‘k | and known only to the :*P“"}}"»\"S
Note Company at Ottawa. Toi{lin the stamps of Newfoundland. |

tl_de the Colony over until the ar- L on foteroating Varlel? e
rival of the new stamp, which did p ERs O ‘hich is
i e 4] the stamp in gquestion, which 18
not appear until December of that Hh(" first stamp in the fifth row or
vear, it was decided to surcharge | e L e e
40 . | No. 41 in the setting, 1s scarce
400 sheets of 100 (10 x10) of the | than the rare Type C since there
3¢ ors tam £ 2C | < . balt JE E - o
3('gu1y SHAIRRE . . | are two copies of the Type C in
The surcharge was tomu_ormst every sbtting or twice as many as
| of the words “ONE CENT” in one \{ there are of this stamp under dis-
i line between two horizontal bars. |
According to an article written
by A. M. Strange in the August
1939 issue of ‘“The Stamp Maga-
zine” published in Great Britain,

t‘cusﬂmz. which we will call Type
| B1., :
The setting of the surcharge 1s
| illustrated below:—

the task of surcharging the

stamps was undertaken by the " A AAAAAAAAA
printers of the “Royal Gazette”, | A AAAAAAAAA
the local St. Johns newspaper.] A AAAAAAAAA
Because the printer’s supply of A AAAAAAAAA
type was rather limited, it was BIBBBBBBBCC

thought best to halve the sheets |
of 100 so that only 50 stamps in|
a block 10 x 5. would be over-|
printed in one setting.

Even this precaution was not
sufficient as the printer learned
when he set up his press for the
task. It was found necessary to
use three different fonts. The
first four rows comprising 40
stamps were surcharged with |
thick serifed letters which we wilk
call Type A. The last row of 10
stamps had two different types of
lettering, the first 8 stamps in the
last row being surcharged with
thin serified letters, hereafter
known as Type B, and the last

| Type A Type B

m
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GNL CENT  OME CENT

Type B1 Type C

2 Since we know that

| stamps were surcharged,
|since the setting was constant,
‘thg total numbers of each type
| printed were therefore as follows:

: Type A 32,000 stamps
; Type B 5,600 stamps
; Type Bl 800 stamps
i Type C 1,600 stamps

| The space between the bars of

{{ the surcharge has a slight varia-

itiun. In the first row of the set-
| ting the bars are 1656mm. apart,
|in the second, fourth and fifth
|rows the bars are 175mm. apart
and in the third row the bars are
182mm. apart.

A further study of the setting
will reveal that there are two
outstanding blocks with examples
of all the types. Both of these
| blocks are from the last two rows.
The first block consists of stamps
31, 32, 41, and 42, this shows Type
A(2), B and Bl. The other de-
sirable block is from the other end
and contains stamps 38, 39, 48
and 49. This block would con-
sist of Type A(2), B and C,

These stamps were surcharged
for use on newspapers and printed
circulars that were to be sent out
of the Colony, and they were
placed on sale during October,
1897. At the. outset, in order to
prevent speculaters from corner-
ing the entire issue and defeating
the purpose of the surcharge, only
five copies were sold to each ap-
plicant. However there were so
| many applications that the postal
| authorities began to fear that the

40,000 |
and [°

\

{ entire supply would be sold out‘

before the mew le stamps could
arrive.

It was finally decided, as a last
! recourse, that all mail was to be
handed over to the post office em-
| ployees with the cash for the
| postage, and that the staff would
apply the stamps themselves, This

{was done in the case of mail
| going out of the colony.

To further prevent the local
lspeculators from using up the

| entire provisional issue by posting
circulars to themselves, the offi-
| cials franked all newspapers and
i printed circulars for delivery
within the Colony with a black
circular handstamp
? the words “PAID ALL” in the
center. This was applied by the
postal employees after the postage
had been handed over in cash, and
an example of this hand stamp is
illustrated in the picture above.
Although it would *seem as
though all possible precautions
had been taken by the postal au-
thorities to prevent speculation,
| there must have been some leak-
age as the collector does occa-
sionally see complete sheets of 50
of the overprinted stamps offered
for sale at the various auctions.

There were two such sheets of-!

fered at a Harmer-Rooke auction
when they disposed of the S. A.

containing

i
|
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land on December 19, 1940.

The fact that the sale of these
| stamps to the public was so well
| controlled provided a fertile field
for the forger, and Harry E.
Huber in his “Notes on New-
| foundland” reports that the for-
| geries were made in all the three

types of the overprint by a group
including a printer in the
of the “Royal Gazette” who had
access to the original type used
in surcharging the stamps.

The forgers were arrested and
the Government instituted pro-
' ceedings against them. However
| a conviction was not secured and
the Government dropped the case
\when the defendants’ lawyers en-
tered the novel plea that the Gov-
ernment had not been defrauded
as the face value of the stamps
had been decreased by the forgers

| from 3c to lc, rather than in-
| creased. :
i There are several different

| types of forgeries known, in one
case the bogus copy can be identi-
fied because the distance of the
word “ONE CENT” is 4'2mm
from the top edge of the lower
!bar instead of approximately
| 23 mm.

In another instance, we have a
\ bogus copy of Type C in which
| the two horizontal bars are closer
! together than they should be and
| they are also thinner than the
| bars of the genuine overprint.

From this point the various au-

thorities and experts seem to dif-
|fer on one thing or another when
lwe come. to take up the subject
\of the red, red and black. diagonal
|and normal overprints. For some
lunaccountable reason the New-
\foundland postal authorities al-
\ways have something go wrong
with their surcharged issues and
\this first of all their surcharges
lwas no exception.

| Copies of the 3c gray of 1890
{are reported with a red overprint,
a red and black overprint on the
one stamp, and a mnormal and
wldiagonal overprint on the one
stamp. Boggs in his book on New-
foundland contends that there
are 100 copies of each of the three
varieties just mentioned, but this
point is disputed by so eminent
an authority as S. A. Brown in an
article published in the London
Philatelist during May 1935.

In discussing his collection Mr.
‘Brown shows copies of the Type
A and Type B with the red and
black overprint on the same stamp
to the members of the Royal Phil-
atelic Society, and he goes on to
say that only forty and eight
copies of each respectively exist.
These two copies were subse-
‘quemly sold on Dec. 19, 1940 when
! Harmer-Rooke disposed of the
/ “colle(*tion at auction in New York
{ and the two stamps brought $115
l and $300 respectively.

Boggs may have lost sight of
the fact that the settings are 50 as
lhe says that a sheet was sur-
5charged in red and when this was
| found to be unsatisfactory owing
to the color showing very indis-
ltinctly against the dark back-
ground of the stamp, the same
sheet was again surcharged in
black. If such was the case there
| would be no reason for the exist-

| ence of the stamps with the red
| overprint only.
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Brown collection of Newfound- T “However % copy of the Type A |

{| with the red overprint only was
4sold by H. R. Harmer at auction
4in New York on October 3, 1945
| that what really happened is that
one full sheet of 100 was sur-
charged in red, and that since the
setting consisted of 50 subjects,
half of the sheet was again sur-
charged in black.
count for the existence of 50
copies of each rather than the 100
copies that Boggs says exists.
Both Boggs and B. W. H. Poole
in their books on Newfoundland
state that the red and the red and
| black surcharges appeared on the
' market about 1904. However ) 8
| M. Strange and Fred Jarrett dis-
pute this point in their notes on
| this subject. Jarrett in fact def-
‘initely states that .the red and
| black surcharged stamps were
| regularly issued at the St. Johns
| post office and were obtainable
during the first days of October
1897.
This contention seems to be
i confirmed by a cover that was
|i sold by Harmer-Rooke at the first
| Pack Sale on December 6, 1944,
The cover in question has a Type

for $82. It is reasonable to assume |

A with the red and black over-!

print tied to the cover by a St.
Johns cancellation dated Novem-
ber 2, 1897.

{ Nothing much seems
{known about the double overprint,
aone normal and the other diagon-
| al, other than the fact that both
Boggs and Strange mention it in
{ their works. Gibbons also lists
| the Type A only as existing with
|the normal and diagonal sur-
| charge but makes no mention of

| the diagonal and normal sur-
| change.

However during the Spring of
|1945. H. R. Harmer sold the

Thomas collection
land at a private sale in London
and one of the show pieces of the
| collection, of which we have a
photograph, is an unused pair of
the Type A with the normal and
| diagonal surcharge. This pair has
ia “B. P. A certificate so that
there cannot be too much doubt
| a5 to its authenticity. However a
close examination of the photo-
! graph shows that while the nor-
mal surcharge 1is regularly im-
imprinted, the diagonal surcharge

is rather faint and is undoubtedly |

{ the result of a misfeed rather than
a bonafide attempt to apply a
diagonal surcharge.

This is not the only example of
a misfeed, as we have a copy, il-
lustrated below, which is also part

of a sheet that was fed into the|

press incorrectly.
I As can be seen
Ew tration, the surchage slants up-
i ward to the right, and it is reason=
f able to assume that one of the

‘!
j\
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|

| which was misfed into the oress

stamps from this sheet in another |
position might well be the variety
that Boggs characterizes as “Over=
printed bar only”. .
In closing let us add that the
diagonal surcharge mentioned in
conjunction with the normal sur-
charge appears reading downward |
to the left and that the surcharge

This would ac- |

of Newfound- |

from the illus- |

An example of a part of a sheet |

is not in its usual position, that is
“ONE CENT” between two hori=
zontal bars, but rather the word
«ONE CENT” and then the two
narrow bars exactly as it appears
on the misfeed illustrated above.
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