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CONFEDERATE ‘““Altered Plate’’ Private Prints|

Early in 1862, the Confederate Government
ordered from the DelLaRue & Co. printing
firm of London, England, typographed plates
for printing 2c and 10c stamps by altering
the existing 1c (Scott ~14) and 5¢ (Scott =6)
plates previously made by DelLaRue. Plates
were delivered but never officially used.

Many years ago, printings were made from
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Confederate “Altered Plate”
Private Printings

In April of 1862, when it was decided to
raise the letter rate from 5c to 10c, the Con-
federate P. 0. Dept. sent an urgent order to
De La Rue & Co. of London for 2c¢ and 10c
stamp printing plates. Electrotype units of
the earlier lc (Scott #14) and 5c_(Scott 26)
stamps_were promptly altered to “Two Cents’’
and “Ten Cents’” by obliterating the old
values and engraving in the new. A plate of
4 panes, of 100 units, of each value was
prepared and shipped via a Blockade Runner.
The 10c plates reached the P. 0. Dept. in
Richmond, Va. but were never placed in use.
The 2¢ plate never reached Richmond and was
found 70 years later near New Orleans.

When Richmond was evacuated, a Federal
Soldier ‘‘captured’’ the 10c plate, sawed it
into sections, and gave them away as ‘‘Rebel’’
‘Bouvenirs- Private Printings were made from
gections of this plate many years ago. Those
gections are now in a museum.

August Dietz, Sr. in his 1945 Confederate
catalog stated: ““ . . . They may be properly
included in a confederate collection on ac-
count of their historical status.”
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