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George Washington

SERIES Rk
1902-03

Not until March 1907, more
than four years after the 1c
Franklin design appeared, was
this booklet issued, The wa-
termark on these stamps and
on all subsequent issues is
vertical instead of horizontal
as on the sheet stamps.

This booklet was released on
January 24, 1903, only a
short time after the ordinary
stamp variety appeared. The
design was current for a brief
period, but almost 130 mil-
lion copies were issued in

booklet pane form.

N\

Booklet panes were the innovation of
Third Assistant Postmaster General C.
E. Madden, who presided over the re-
lease of the 2c 1898 Washington
regular in booklet pane form on April
2, 1900. The panes were printed from
special plates that consisted of 360
and later 180 stamps, and were is-
sued in books of two, four, and eight
panes.
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This shield type design was more ac-
ceptable to the public. The booklet
panes were first issued on December
3, 1903, approximately ten months

after the first 2c 1902 Series design
was released.
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