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NDREW JACKSON, the
’seventh President of the

Waxhaw settlement, N. (.,
Mareh 15,1767, a-lew.days
after his father’s death. His
parents were poor emigrants
from Ireland, and took up
their abode 1n Waxhaw set-
tlement, where they lived 1n
deepest poverty.

Andrew, or Andy, as he was
universally called, grew up a very
rough, rude, turbulent boy. His
features were coarse, his form un-
gainly; and there was but very

little in his character, made visible, which was at-
tractive.

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun-
teers of Carolina against the British 1nvasion. In
1781, he and his brother Robert were captured and
imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer
ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. *“ I am
a prisoner of war, not your servant, was the reply of
the dauntless boy.

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate
plow at the head of the helpless young prisoner.
Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear-

ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the
head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert
with the same demand. He also refused, and re-
ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite
disabled him, and which probably soon after caused
his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and
were finally stricken with the small-pox. Thelir
mother was successful in obtaining their exchange,

’

and took her sick boys home. After a long 1llness
Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon

left him entirely friendless.
Andrew supported himself in various ways, s 1cn as

working at the saddler’s trade, teaching school and
clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he
entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however,
gave more attention to the wild amusements of the
times than to his studies. In 1788, he was appointed
solicitcr for the western district of North Carolina, of
which Tennessee was then a part. This mvolved
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear,
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirnush
witn the Sharp Knife.

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who
supposed herself divorced from her former husband.
Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later,
to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been
definitely settled by the first husband. The marrnage
ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur-
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr.
Jackson 1nto disfavor.

During these years he worked hard at his proies-
sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand,
one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec-

1ally disgraceful.

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then
containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the ;
people met in convention at Knoxville=to frame a con-
stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates.

The new State was entitled to but one member in
the National House of Representatives. Andrew ]ack-l\
son was chosen that member. - Mounting his horse he

rode.to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its



pr————

A4 | ANDREW JA CAiS“ON.

— g, S—

-

sessions,—a distance of about eight hundred miles. | of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres of
Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo- | tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow
cratic party. Jefferson was his 1dol.  He admired | neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast-
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr. | work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warrors,
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose | with an ample suply of arms were assembled.

second term of office was then expiring, delivered his The fort was stormed. 'The fight was utterly des-
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a | perate, Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When

complimentary address in reply. - Andrew Jackson | bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en-
did not approve of the address, and was one of the | deavored to spare their lives. IFrom ten 1n the morn-
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to | Ing until dark, the battle raged. 1The carnage was

say that Gen. Washington's adminstration had been | awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the
“ wise, firm and patriotic.” river: but the unerring bullet struck _their heads as

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war-
Senate 1n 1797, but soon resigned and returned home. | 1108 were killed A few probably, in the night, swam

Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court | the river and escaped. This ended the war. lhe
of his State, which position he held for six years. power of the Creeks was broken forever. This Lold

When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com- | plunge into the wilderness, with its terriffic slaughter,
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair. | so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants
Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was | of the bands came to the camp, begging for peace.
an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con-
~ould do credit to a commission if one were con- | centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the
ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson | allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will
offered his services and those of twenty-five hundred | than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian
volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops | campaign to so successful an 1ssue Immediately he
were assembled at Nashwille. was appointed major-general.

As the British were hourly expected to make an at- Late in August, with an army of two thousand

tack upon New Orleans, where Gen, Wilkinson was | men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to
in command, he was ordered to descend the river Mobile. A Brntish fleet came from Pensacola,landed

with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The a force upon the Peﬂ-ch, anchored near the little fort,
=xpedition reached Natchez; and aftera delay of sev- and from both ship and shore commenced a furious
eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything, | assault. The battle was long and doubtful. At length

the men were ordered back to their homes. But the | one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired.
energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his lhttle
devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him | army, he moved his troops to New Orleans,
golden opinions; and he became the most popular | And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued,
man 1n the State. It was in this expedition that his | was in reality a very arduous campaign. T his won
toughness gave him the nickname of “ Old Hickory.” | for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name. <« Here his
Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col. | troops, which numbered about four thousand men,
Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman won a signal ViCtOI‘Y over the British ATy of *about
made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in | nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the
which a younger brother of Benton,s was engaged} loss of the British was two thousand six hundred.

he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men-
lingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the | tioned in connection with the Presidency, but,in 1824

Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from | he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however.
F lorida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set- | successful in the election of 1828, and was,re-elected,
tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De- | for a second term in 1832. In 1829 just before he
cisive action became necessary.  Gen. Jackson, with | assumed the reins of the governmer:t he met with
his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in | the most terrible affliction of his life in, the death of
a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis- | his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has

tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an | perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama. her death he never recovered.

onggf?t%;eszﬁjl;%?&se}?s] 1esta.b!151}1{e_d a strong fort on ~ His administration was one of the most memorable
SRl s ap_(l)ObetL) lwer.} near the cen- | 1n the annals of our country; applauded by one party,
Rl (,)f 2 thy Nl ej elow Fort Strother. condqmned by the other. No man had more bitter
S the)lr)athlegs Wﬂg‘;:a“ _lnen'a Gen, Jackson | enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his
days o FTe reackodiehais fnetss “’11111 l(l_;ar?h of eleven | two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where
e 2 OTt, call€ ’101?9peka or | he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack-

) e 27th of March. 1814. The Dbend | son’s life were that of a devoted Christian man.




