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Fort Coffee July 6" 1845
Mr. P.M.Palmer & Mrs. E.A. Palmer
Dear Brother & Sister

We are now at the above named place. And in but tolerable health, though a little better
than we were when at your house....I suppose we are quite as well pleases, as might be expected.
The situation is very handsome. Our Bluff is an elevated one, many feet above the water levels.
The buildings comfortable. Some five acres enclosed in plain, but neat and substantial pailings.

‘Here is a spreading oak, and there stands a thrifty elm now a walnut and locust, a cherry tree and
box elder &c...cedars from one to ten feet high with a rich healthy appearances. And before you
are through with these pretty little natives you raise your head and ask what are that? Is it rain?
No Is it wing? No well, what is it? Why it is the river driving furiously against tht Bluff of rock
down there, and on that account makes an effort to turn back upon itself, but is met again by the
perpetual current, and the last dashing wave making an attempt to extricate itself, starts! As tho”
it were alarmed, across the river, but it is met with a half way middle current (as if design had
placed it there, and rushes it back again, but being unable to reach the shore form shich it was so
lately driven...more on currents...muddy contents into the mighty Mississippi..

Paul you and Emily must wait till I return. Ihave just been called out to weigh a filthy
fly blown beef for our use. Well I have returned the beef weighed and we must pay $150 pr
hundred. That I would much rather do that eat it...But when my family and I shall enjoy such a
privilege, the Lord only knows. I fear never, because we are within one hundred and twenty five
miles of Texas....

We have forty boys in school eight from the neighborhood and thirty two boarding in the
school, several of them pious. Last Sunday I tried to preach my first Choctaw sermon. I wish
you all had heard it. Though nothing strange in the sermon the association was so strange that I
am confident you would have felt in some way or other.

On yesterday I wrote Lewis H. Davis a letter and I did my level best on him to come to Arkansas
Conference. The P.E. of the Fayetteville Dist. just over the line stayed with us night before last,
and requested me to do so, he wants him for Van Buren station twenty miles below us. Says his
pay is sure. O how comfortable it would be to us to have it so> Now I want you both to
keepyou mouths with a bridle, unlest you persuade him o come.. .about this boy and where they
will place him...But to return to the Indians you have prayer meetings once a week, in these
meetings we have Choctaw prayers coming up to the same throne, along with the english
prayers. But the God of all nations, languages, and tongues, understands, and disposes of all, -
whether English or Choctaw or whatever else. A place in your prayers is confidently
solicited...personal....yr Bro W. L. McAlisted
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