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Symbols

** Mint (never hinged)

* Mint (hinged)

(* ) Mint (no gum/regummed)

o Used

o Block

* Cover

(* ) Cover Front

B Booklet or Booklet Pane

E Essay

P Proof

S Specimen

// Incomplete Set

s On Piece

Grading and Condition

Superb Extraordinary item in the finest condition.

Extremely Fine Outstanding and exceptional quality.

Very Fine Choice, first-class condition.

Fine-Very Fine (F-VF) Stamp or cover in sound condition; if a stamp, it is slightly less well-centered than Very Fine but
better centered than Fine.

Fine Sound in all respects. Perforated stamps will have the designs clear of the perforations; the designs 
of imperforate stamps will not be cut in to any significant degree.

Very Good (VG) Imperfect centering (stamps) or poor general appearance.

Any stamp faults such as a thin spot, tear, crease etc., will be described at all times. Postally used covers should be expected to have the
normal degree of wear associated with them and this wear is not grounds for return. The grade of a cover is independent of the grade of the
stamps on it. Covers from the famous Carroll-Hoy correspondence will normally have a small unobtrusive staple hole. In lots containing
several items, degrees of condition denote the overwhelming average and examples above and below such condition can be expected.
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Terms of Sale
Bidding

I. All bids (whether by floor bidders, mail bidders, or telephone bidders)
will have a premium of 18% added to the auction sale price.

II. All bids are per lot as numbered in the catalog unless otherwise
announced by the auctioneer at the time of sale. The right is reserved to withdraw
any lot prior to sale, to divide a lot, or to group two or more lots, or to act on behalf of
the seller. Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc. will execute bidding
instructions on behalf of clients, but will not be responsible for any errors in the
execution of such bids. Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc. is not liable for
bidding errors related to live auction internet bidding and/or the loss of internet
connection during the live auction.

III. The highest bidder shall prevail; lots are sold at one increment over the
second highest bid. Should any dispute arise between bidders, the decision of the
auctioneer as to the successful bidder and the reoffering or resale of the lot under
dispute shall rest entirely on the judgment of the auctioneer. The auctioneer shall
regulate the bidding and reserve the right to refuse any bid believed by him not to be
made in good faith.

IV. Consignor has and retains the right to bid personally, or by his duly
appointed agent, through the auctioneer, unless the sale is advertised and announced 
as one restricting such bidding by consignors or their agents.

Payments of Purchases

V. FLOOR BIDDERS. Floor bidders shall furnish the auctioneer their
names and addresses prior to bidding on any lot. The name and address of the buyer
of each lot shall be registered with the auction house following the sale of each lot.
Payment of the whole purchase price shall be made by the floor buyer in such
manner as the auctioneer may determine. Special credit arrangements must be made
prior to the sale.

VI. MAIL BIDDERS. A successful mail bidder will be notified of lots
purchased and must remit payment before the lots are sent. Auction bills are due and
payable upon receipt of notification. If buyer's payment is not received within ten
(10) days, Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc. may resell all lots without
notice. Any and all losses incurred as a result of resale will be passed on to the
defaulting buyer. Cost of postage, registration, etc. will be charged to buyer. Proof
by the auctioneer of receipt of sending at the advised address shall constitute
delivery.

VII. DIRECT DRAFTS/TRANSFERS. A successful mail bidder known to
us may contact our office at (415) 781-5127 for the information necessary to pay
directly into the vendor bank account. Any additional charges resulting from
processing payments by this method shall be borne by the buyer. Method of
payment should be noted on the bid sheet.

VIII. Title shall not pass to the buyer until full payment is received by
Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc.

IX. All of our lots are sold as genuine. Lots accompanied by recent (within 5
years of sale date) expert certificates are sold “as is” based on the description in the
certificate. The aforementioned expertised lots may not be returned under any
circumstances including those instances in which subsequent certificates yield
conflicting opinions. The accepted authorities for U.S. stamps are the Philatelic
Foundation (P.F.), the Philatelic Stamp Authentication and Grading, Inc. (P.S.A.G.) 
and the Professional Stamp Expertizing Committee (P.S.E.). In addition, a lot may
not be returned because an expertising service grades a stamp lower than the
grade stated in the description, or differs from the accompanying certificate. 

X. The Auctioneer must be notified within 5 business days from the date of
the auction of any request to place a lot on extension for expertising. All extensions
must be paid in full, in advance. There will be no exceptions and no lots may be
returned under any circumstances if this term has not been strictly followed.  

XI. All lots on extension must be submitted for expertising by the auctioneer
exclusively. Each lot is sold as genuine, except those described “as is”, but when, in
the opinion of a competent authority acceptable to Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic
Auctions, Inc., the lot is declared otherwise, the purchase price will be refunded in
full. The lot must be received by Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Inc. within 
a period of 21 days from the date of auction. Expenses incurred for purposes of
expertising shall be borne by the purchaser except where the lot is found by said
competent authority to be materially not as described, in which case the consignor
will be responsible for expertising costs incurred. Proof of the inability of said
competent authority to express a definite opinion is not grounds for return of an
item.

XII. Any lot, description of which is incorrect, is returnable (A) within three
(3) days of receipt and (B) if received by Schuyler J. Rumsey Philatelic Auctions,
Inc. within twenty-one (21) days from the date of the auction. All disputed lots must
be returned intact, in the condition received; no adjustments will be made. The
following lots are not returnable: lots containing ten (10) or more items; lots from
purchasers OR THEIR AGENTS who had the opportunity to examine them before
the auction;  items described as having defects or of a quality standard “Very Good”
(V.G.) or below; lots with disputed centering or margins when the item is
photographed; lots described “as is”.

XIII. JURISDICTION. In the event of any dispute between the auctioneer and 
bidders, or between any parties requesting inspection of any of the lots and the
auctioneer, or between persons offering their lots to be auctioned and the auctioneer, 
the jurisdiction over the dispute shall be in the City and County of San Francisco,
State of California. 

XIV. In the event of any dispute, the prevailing party shall be entitled to court
costs and reasonable attorney's fees. 

XV. The California State Sales Tax - or that of another state as ordered by the
laws of such a state (as appropriate) - is payable by buyers liable to tax. See below.

Sales Tax

XVI. THE PLACING OF A BID SHALL CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE
OF THE FOREGOING TERMS OF SALE.

 This sale will be held in California and the buyer will be liable for any
applicable sales tax for this auction. Any lots purchased by buyers in
California or that of another state as ordered by the laws of such a state are
subject to State Sales Tax unless:

1.)  You have a verifiable resale license number, which  must be on file with
us prior to the Auction.

OR

2.)  You are not a California resident or that of another state as ordered by the
laws of such a state are subject to State Sales Tax and your lots are being
shipped to your out-of-state or out-of country mailing address.
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The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History

Dr. James W. Milgram grew up in Brooklyn, New York and earned his undergraduate
degree at Columbia University, followed by medical school at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine. He is now a Professor Emeritus of Orthopaedic
Surgery, Northwestern University Medical School.

A collector since high school, Dr. Milgram amassed one of the few remaining
collections covering virtually every aspect of U.S. postal history. He is a renowned
expert, who has authored over 700 articles on postal history and 8 books. Dr. Milgram 
remains an active collector and is a senior member of the Collectors Club of Chicago.

We are pleased to present this exceptional collection - among the finest ever assembled showcasing the
westward expansion of the United States mails following the discovery of gold in California. Not since the
landmark Risvold sale has a collection of such depth and richness in nineteenth-century postal history come to
market. Each item has been carefully chosen for its significance and the compelling stories contained within.

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Mr. Ken Stach for his invaluable assistance in the preparation of
this catalogue. His profound knowledge of American history and Western mails brings the Milgram Collection
to life.

Schuyler Rumsey

Please Note: The letters are transcribed as written. Many of the letters were written by semi-literate miners and
emigrants and are phonetically spelled. See our website for full transcriptions.



Western Trail and Historic Letters

California

501 * Brig Funchal Off the Coast of California, 27th Jany 1830, datelined on folded letter addressed “Messrs Fredk Huth & Co.,
London” [England], written by Scottish trader Stephen Anderson, writing about a shipment of 16,400 hides he was sending to
London on the Brig Funchal to obtain insurance for the shipment, the ship’s captain John Hart, added a note on the interior
upon his June 4 arrival at Rio de Janeiro, “I have to inform you that the “Funchal” putting into this port after a fine passage of
121 days from California. The highs are in excellent condition as far as can be seen under the deck where they have been
settled. We should leave this in eight days for London and hope to have a quick passage”, carried privately, docketed on
reverse “1830, Stephen Anderson, California 27 Jany, John Hart, Rio Jano 4 June, rec’d 9 Augt, Answd”, light toning,
especially at folds, still, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

A VERY RARE EARLY LETTER WHICH ORIGINATED OFF THE COAST OF CALIFORNIA IN 1830.

As discussed in “Mails of the Westward Expansion” by Frajola & Walske on page 58, this letter is yet another “duplicate” to
the one discussed in that book, sent to ensure communication.

502 * Chilian Camp, Tuolumne County, California, Tuesday, 3d Mo [Mar] 23 [1850], dateline on four-page bluish paper letter
(no cover) from a gold miner writing to his sisters, in part, “…I suppose there is letters in Stockton Post Office for me, which I
should recd. ere this but for the mismanagement of the Express which brought our letters. I have taken my name from their
books & shall send for my letters this week by private conveyance…your appeals that I must start immediately for my Home in
New England, and leave these beautiful, sequestered shades of California, these beautiful green vales with their flowers of a
thousand different hues, these elevated mountains whose tops are so romanticly capt with snow these swift majestic Rivers
whose deep waters bound swiftly, forming and dashing towards the broad, blue & placid Pacific…wild independent life of a
miner who has no cares to assail him no troubles to grim him & no girls to plague him, or steal his heart away; think you I can
leave this beautiful land without a feeling of regret. No Dear Sisters be assured I cannot without feeling deep regreat when I
shall take leave of these familiar scenes where I have spent in peace & tranquility eleven months of my life undisturbed and
unmolested by any human being& in a land too reported by you as so famous for murders & Robbers & crimes of the deepest
die…The past week I dug out fifty seven dollars. After realizing such wages it must appear hard when we get home to work for
four & sixpence per day yet I hope there are enjoyments to make up for this dificiently.” signed Charles [H. Church] and dated
to 1850 as it is from the correspondence of the Curtis Creek, Upper California letter also offered in this sale, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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503 * Contra Costa County Letters, two letters (no covers) with detailed contents regarding farming & life in Contra Costa
County, the first is datelined “Alamon Valley, Contra Costa. Cal., Nov. 20th, 1856” and the second datelined “San Ramone
Valley, Contra Costa Co. [California] Oct 18th/ 57” with interesting contents, in part, “…It is a mountainous country, filled
with valleys of all sizes and of the most productive kind. The timber is only sufficient for fire wood. The whole country looks like
an Oat field. The soil on the Mountains is as same as the valleys…We have no cold and tedious winters here. our winters will
compare with Sept. in the States. For months in the summer we have a clear sky. The days are warm the nights are cool and fine
for sleeping and no Mosketoes to sing you to sleep…As to land, Most all the valley land is settled by squatters most the whole
country is claimed under Spanish Grants said to have been given by the Mexican government but the most of them are forgeries 
and are being contested by the settlers…This whole country has by some convulsion of nature been I hoisted up out of the
Pacific ocean…We live about 6 miles from Mount Diablo one of the highest peaks in Cal. there is a few Grisley Bear on the
Mount that occasionally catch the farmers hogs. There is what is called here Kiota they are like the grey fox that catch pigs and
hens.”, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

504 * Curtis Creek, Upper California June 1850, dateline on four-page letter only (no cover) from a gold miner writing to his
sisters, in part, “…I am not disappointed in any respects as many are in regard to this Golden land as it is termed; in fact it far
exceended my expectations in regard to everything except the Gold the climate is more healthfull, and agreeable the
appearance of the country is beautiful, romantic and sublime, but the Gold is not so easily obtained as many people imagine or
so speedily; in fact there are thousands in California who labor dilligently and do not more than earn suficient to pay their
board; and from what I can see and learn people do not average more than 4 or 5 dollars per day. I mean to include the whole
mumber of people at work in the mines. I think the old mines average proberbly 12 or 16 dollars per day, I know old miners who 
have made 500 dollars per month since I have been in the mines, yet this is very rare, much depends upon luck, more than upon
hard labor, in fact it appears that those who work the least obtain the most, and I have often heard it remarked in the mines that
those who spend\ this time and all their money in drinking and gambling rarely fail of meeting with good luck in the mines, but I
think I shall not resort to this method in order to procure Gold. Drinking & Gambling is carried on to a great extent here in the
mines and thousands of young men are ruined in consequence of these vices, but I intend to shun these vices (as I would a
Rattlesnake)…The extent of the mines is some 4 or 500 miles in length and the Lord only knows their width…brother truly,
C.H. Church”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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505 * Formans Ranch, San Joaquin Co. [California] September the 26 1857, dateline on three-page bluish paper letter only (no
cover) relating first-hand graphic account of an Indian massacre, in part, “…I arrived in heare on the 20th the trip across
the plains was not as hard as I expected to find it…the Indians comenced depridations in thousand spring valy and hot spring
valy that is stealing and runing off stock…down on hurnbolt about one hundred and fifty miles above the sink I saw one of the
most horrable hart rending seens I ever witness or hope I ever will again…the next morning the Indians about thirty in number
made a charge one them killed three men, two children and one baby and wonded another man and skelped Mrs. Holloway and 
left her alive. There was two men made there excape. They striped the cloths off the dead and robbed the wagons of
everything…the two little children laying close togather, the girls head was split open with a tommahawk, the rest of them their
bodys were mangeled shot and cut all to pieces, Mrs. Holoway was standing over the dead body of her husband with the blood
streeming down her face and eyes. We berried them all in one grave and then about sixty of us followed the murders…James
Ferguson”, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

AN UNBELIEVABLE WESTERN LETTER WITH INCREDIBLE CONTENTS.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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506 * Iowa Hill, Placer Co., California August 3rd / 56, dateline on bluish four-page letter only (no cover) with excellent contents 
discussing vigilante justice, in part, “…We have had very exciting times in Cala for the last 4 months the citizens of San
Francisco have been compelled to take the law into their own hands on account of the unjustice of the execution of the law
by the officers of San Francisco & in fact the whole of Cala. there is hardly a criminal in the State that ever has received his
just punishments this is the cause of the organization of the Vigilance Committee which I presume you have heard of by this
time. There was a man by the name of King shot dead by a man named Casey, the people then rose up & formed a vigilance
Committee, this Committee has taken the law into their own hands and are still holding it, they hung Casey & a man by the
name of Cora in May & last week they hung two more murderers by the names of Hetherington & Brace, they have driven a
great many blacklegs out of the State…”, the letter goes on to discuss politics, the nomination of Buchanan, etc., slight
oxidation (whitening) of the bluish paper in corners, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

AN IMPORTANT CALIFORNIA LETTER WITH HISTORIC CONTENTS REGARDING THE VIGILANTE
COMMITTEE. SEE LOTS 560 & 575

507 * Longs Bar, Feather River (California) Feby 22rd 1850, dateline on folded cover with light red-orange cds “San Francisco
27 Feb” with “40” integral rate within cds addressed to Lancaster, Ohio, contents read, in part, “…I have made several
thousand dollars and think I will have enough to cum home in the fall…I have put some gold in the (wax) seal…Edward P.
Jenner”; numerous spots of ink discoloration, two vertical file folds, F.-V.F., Very early Feather River mining letter with the
miner affixing gold in the wax seal (which has been pried loose).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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508 * Nappa, California Feb 23d 1850, two folded coverS from Nappa, California to Fayette, Missouri, first is datelined “Nappa,
California Feb 23d 1850” on four-page folded letter mailed with red “New Orleans La. Apr 11 10” integral rate (10¢)
datestamp, letter reads, in part, “…I task myself this morning with the pleasure of writing in reply to yours of 19th October ‘49,
which I received yesterday - the only letter since I left the border…The dreams & hardships that gold hunters undergo is lost to
the Mindelheim & Kirchheim until a return home…write if you have sent any to Sacramento so that my hand got them, we all
have made some money & now could spare you one hundred & fifty dollars were there an opportunity to send it to you…F.D.
Willis”; second folded cover with similar dateline of April 10th 1850 and is postmarked with red “New York 10¢ts” integral
rate cds, some cover faults, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

509 * Oroville  (California), March the 2, 1862, dateline on letter with great contents which read, in part, “…Sacramento has three
times been flooded the Legislature & Governor have gone to San Francisco to finish the session. Oroville at the head of steam
navigation on Feather River had her share of water no serious damage done, but few small wooden buildings went down
stream…You seem to have the idea that California is so far away that news is stale before its arrival. News was first
transmitted by the regular mail steamers, in these days a lightning steamers are snails. Next the overland mail was
established which brought letters in eighteen days this at last proved a slow coach. Then come the Pony express bringing
letters in ten days the people of California then thought they had reached the night of speed, great celebrations took place
on the arrival of the first Pony & rider but, a length the Pony became crablike in its movements & the people become
dissatisfied. Now comes the telegraph in the space of three hours in favour of Californians & they are satisfied, we get the
war news the following day of every battle…”, included is original 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire (U9) uprated with 1861 10¢
green cancelled by waffle grid & postmarked Oroville, Cal. Mar 4 cds to Pennsylvania, cover with edge wear and tears, F.-V.F.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

A WONDERFUL LETTER DESCRIBING THE EVOLUTION OF NEWS AND MAIL DELIVERY FROM THE EAST TO 
CALIFORNIA.

Please visit our website for additional images.

510 * Placerville, Eldorado County [California] May 6, 1851, dateline on four-page letter only (no cover) with interesting
contents written by a semi-literate gold miner, in part, “…I Arived in san francisco on the I8th of sept after a long and tedious
voyage of 8 months on the raging billows. We past through 7 different temperature of wether by crosing the tropicks on the
Atlantick, we had to induear intencely hot wether and also on the Pasifick wen we were off Cape horn we had some hard and
trying times for 3 weeks we had head winds we war beating against the wind for 10 days and lost 15 miles during the time the
wind as blowing a gail our ship became almost unmanageable the rudder post got rect we lost our third mate over board he fell
from the yard arm at night he was ingaige in takeing in sail we had a sevear storm the win was chainging and the sails struck
him and knock him off. The wether was very cold off cape horn it snowed, we some times had 6 inches of snow on deck, some of
the passengers froze their feet we got so far south that some imagined they see the south pole. we were as far as letitude 67.30
we could see the sun north of us about 3 hours and ½ a day it rose just above the horizon…I have become reconsild to
Calliforny working moderitly every day digging the precious mettle waiting for luck. The mineers are makeing on and average
about $6.00 per day here. I average $I3 per day last week. Wages is from $6 to 8 per day. The rivers and reveans are preaty
well dug out all over and they are now searching the hills and mountains they have found new digins 2 miles from this place in a 
side hille they have to dig from 30 to 35 feet deep and then drifting under ground the is all taking and claime some are doing
very well some of the claims are paying $200 per day…Cornelius DeWitt”, Very Fine, a nice early miner’s letter.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

511 * San Francisco October 29 / 49, datelined on letter only (no cover) with excellent content which reads, in part, “…As the
steamer is about to sail I improve the opportunity by writing you a few lines…We were told that it was a perfect gardain & that
the climate of Italy was far in the rear of California. That is a mistake as far as my experiences goes in San Francisco the
climate is of the most unpleasant kind…A.P. Sherman from Charlotte was drowned in the Merced River verry soon after we
arrived at that place. He had been somewhat out of health for a flew days was I think some what discouraged. He was drowned
while bathing allone on the 10 of July…While I worked I averaged about one ounce of gold which is worth 16$ here but it cost a 
good deal to live…We have had no mail since July which makes three due by this steamer so you see I expect a pile of
them…The Panama arrived this afternoon with the mails but is not in time for us to get letters before the Calafornia
sails…Servetus Neisham”, Very Fine, an excellent early San Francisco letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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512 * San Francisco, Cal. Dec 1 (1849), bold black cds with matching boxed “40” rate handstamp on folded letter to New York;
datelined “San Francisco Nov 28th 1849” the four page letter reads, in part, “were it not for the fact I can’t say what I should do
in this god forsaken gold concealing, mule-begetting country. It is the damndest hole for a sociable laughter-loving being, that
can be found on the globe - and San Francisco is one of the dirtiest spots in that hole…we remained here two weeks and then
took passage in the Schr. Eclipse for Sacramento City…When we reach Sacramento City, these gentlemen and ourselves
purchased in partnership a seven mule team and a wagon to haul our goods and provisions into the neighborhood of the mines, 
a distance of some 80 miles. We reached our destination in four or five days, having determined, on the road, to make an entire
union of our separate interests to open a store and combine trading with mining…after working three or four days on Bear
River, we started for Deer Creek…after three months’ absence I scarcely recognized San Francisco when I got here…two
houses out of every three are ‘hells’ in which from morning to night and night to morning the tables are constantly surrounded
by ragged miners with purses full of dust endeavoring to double at monte what they have made at mining. Women are more
frequently seen in the streets, than formerly, and yoiu can get a pretty good ‘snap’ now for three ounces who, three months ago, 
turned up her nose at any less than six…’life in California’ is beyond my descriptive powers…Phil W. Keyser”, and much
more, stain at left, light edge and fold wear, otherwise Very Fine, a great early letter from a true ‘49er.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

513 * San Francisco 10 Feb 40, light red-orange integral rate (40¢) datestamp on stampless cover to New York with original
enclosure datelined “San Francisco February 10th 1850” and reads, in part, “…we arrived in California after a long and
tedious journey of one hundred and two days from the States…the Cholera set in wich proved fatal to many…Buffalo wer
plenty and nothing is so exciting as a chase after them. we killed several on the road and had fresh meat most of the way…the
vast amount of property thrown away by the road side consisting of evry artical Manufactured in the States…Indians wer
plenty but peacable until we struch the Humbolt or Marys River a place long to be remembered by the California Emegration
as thair was little or no grass for 200 miles…we lost 1/2 of our team thair others faird the same…We arived at Sutters Mills on
the 14 of Augst and sent our oxen and wagon to Sakremento…we struck on to Midle Fork of the American River called the
Spanish Bar…we evrage from $12 to $16 dollars per day…O Lunington,” with much more detail on the mining areas in
California; cover with light wear, Very Fine and a wonderful Western Letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

514 * San Francisco, Oct 31, 1853, dateline on three-page letter from the Appraiser General’s Office in San Francisco to the
postmaster in Boston describing in detail the difficulty in receiving and handling the massive amount of mail, in part…I
believe the mails were left on the Isthmus of Panama caused by the accident to the Railroad Bridge…The number of letters
passing tho the California mails is perfectly increditable [sic] between 5 & 6 millions annually. And it would be quite
impossible to describe the scene which in sues on the arrival of an Atlantic Mail. The whole people turn out in a body and rush
for the Post Office. Long lines are formed to every delivery some five or ten and $5 is frequently paid to a man near the window
for his chance, he taking his place in the rear. How delicious it is in this far distant part of our land to receive letters from
esteemed friends at home., with original newspaper clipping glued to letter “The number of letters passing through the mail
last year, from California to the United States, was about 4,400,000 while this year, it will not be less than 5,500,000.”, Very
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

12

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History



13

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History

509

510 511

514

514

513

515



515 * City of San Francisco, State of Eureka, May 29th, 1850, dateline on bluish four-page letter only (no cover) contents
describing the voyage, etc, in part, “…In the first place I will begin as General Taylor began by saying I have no friends to
reward or enemys to punish if I had I would say to the first if you come to California by all means cross the Isthmus, and to the
latter be sure to come by way of Cape Hom and if they only have as rough and bad time of the Cape as we had, it would be
Punishment enough for them…about-fifty miles-from Valpairaso where intended-to stop and they was the first Land we saw
after leaving Cape Cod we arived in Valpairaso the 13th of March 120 Days from Plymouth…the citty contains about 35000
the worst looking and dirtyst Devils I ever saw they are blacker that our Indians their features about the same, those I was told
were a mixture of natives and Indians and the most the better sort live back at Santiago…I do not think there is one in fifty
among the femails that is good looking and they are as bad as they look (do not let our women see this)…I can give you but a
poor account of this place [San Francisco] as I have only been on shore twice since we arived and then for a short time and
then it was all most imposible to get through the streets for teams and people of all sizes and colors They say the Fire burned
600 buildings…Wm Bartlett,” light toning and fading along folds of the bluish paper, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

516 * (Dakota) in Camp 10 Miles Below Ft. Pierre, Sept. 17th ‘63, dateline on excellent letter with description of Indian Battle,
which reads in part, “We were then about 250 miles north of Fort Pierre, the 29th Gen. Sully sent a detachment of men out
scouting, they came in on the day after traveling about 120 miles and reported that they found where Sibley had camped and
had a fight with the Indians. The camp was called “Camp Slaughter”. On the third our Battalion was sent out scouting and
along in the evening we came on to a camp of them. I should think there was 2 to 300 lodges of them. The guides told us there
was about 2000 warriors, so our Maj. sent after reinforcements. We received them about sundown. The Indians had packed up
their things and most of them had left, but as soon as the rest of our troops arrived we put spurs to our horses and overtook them 
after about a 6 mile ride, over hills and vales. We brought them back and carelled (corralled) them and had a little fight with
them, but I can’t give no description of the fight for it was so dark we could not hardly see one another. All I know is that I come
out safe our company had one man killed and one wounded.”, Very Fine, an important and rare letter describing this
Indian Battle. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

The Battle of Whitestone Hill, referred to by the Dakota as the “Whitestone Hill Massacre”, took place in 1863 in the Dakota
Territory as punishment against the Sioux in the aftermath of the Dakota War of 1862. From September 3 to 5, U.S. Army
forces commanded by Brigadier General Alfred Sully attacked a village occupied by Yanktonai, Santee, and Teton (Lakota)
Sioux. Accounts of the engagement vary, but estimates suggest that between 150 and 300 Sioux were killed, and approximately
150 to 250 - many of them women and children - were captured. U.S. Army losses were reported at roughly 22 killed and 38
wounded.
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517 * Fort Dearborn, Chicago, July 3, 1829, dateline on four-page folded letter entered the mails with black manuscript
“Pogwatigue, M.T. July 7, 1829” postmark and matching “25” rate to Ashby, Mass; letter reads, in part, “…I left St. Louis the
2 of April, & was till the 20 of June in getting all the way down here, to the foot of lake Michigan…I came up the Miss in a steam
boat from the mouth of the Wisconsin to the portage between it and the Fox, 200 miles in a log canoe, from thence down the Fox 
in a Dushern boat, thence to this place in a schooner. I, another of my classmates & a Frenchman occupied the canoe for 8
successive days & were (as we Yankees would say) a little uncomfortably situated the whole time…The passage of this place is
called somewhat dangerous especially for loaded boats & an Indian is generally employed as pilot, we came over without
harm but not without some danger of it…S.B. Foster,” small tear at bottom & minor corner wear, still Very Fine, Likely unique 
Michigan Territorial manuscript postmark., This cover is the subject of an article by Harvey Karlen in the Feb. 1983 issue of
Illinois Postal Historian.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Fort Dearborn was a United States fort, first built in 1803 beside the Chicago River, in what is now Chicago, Illinois. It was
constructed by U.S. troops under Captain John Whistler and named in honor of Henry Dearborn, then United States Secretary 
of War. The original fort was destroyed following the Battle of Fort Dearborn during the War of 1812, and a replacement Fort
Dearborn was constructed on the same site in 1816 and decommissioned by 1837.

Michigan Territory was formed July 1, 1805 and became the state of Michigan on Jan 26, 1837. Pogwatigue post office was
established as Carey Station Dec 4, 1828, the name was changed to Pogwatigue Feb 27, 1829 until closure Aug 21, 1841.
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518 * Kearny Signed Letters, Pair of Folded Letters Signed “S.W. Kearny”, both addressed to Lieut Col E.A. Hitchcock, 3d
Regt Infy, Fort Jessup, Louisiana and apparently carried by private military courier under cover; both datelined St. Louis
but one year apart; first Nov 18, 1844 and reads, in part, “…Hurrah for Polk & Dallas - for Texas and Oregon. The election is
over Thank God & as far as the army is concerned, I think we may return our thanks for the result. Mr. Clay never was a friend
to us…Rumor & reports…that you are about marching to the Texian frontier to protect the inhabitants of that country from
attacks from Indians…some of the Sissiton Sioux in August killed a white man on the waters of the North Red River (100 miles
or so from Lake Traverse). I sent Lieut. Col. Wilson with the Infy from Fort Snelling and Sumner’s Dragoons from Fort
Atkinson into their country-about about 30 miles North of the Lake, the Col. fell in with the chiefs &c and they delivered up to
him 4 of their men charged with being concerned in the murder. He was taking the prisoners to Fort Snelling without any kind
of interruption from the Indians, when they one night made their escape from the Guard, & thus saved themselves from
confinement, and living on Pork & Beans…S.W. Kearny”, letter goes on to describe a battle with Indians north in Minnesota;
second letter datelined April 10, 1845, also with military contents and also neatly signed S.W. Kearny, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

TWO WONDERFUL LETTERS WRITTEN AND SIGNED BY STEPHEN KEARNY.

Stephen Watts Kearny was a Brigadier General in the Mexican War, conquered New Mexico, occupied Los Angeles (1847),
and arrested John C. Fremont for refusing to carry out his orders. Fort Kearny in Nebraska was named in his honor.

519 * (Louisiana) Relative to Runaway Slave, manuscript endorsement on 1853 folded cover to New Orleans with “Woodville,
Ms Oct” partial red-orange cds and “5” rate handstamp, addressed to “Green Davis Esq or Dr. Copes, New Orleans, La”, with
blue “N.O.U.S. City Post Oct 13” snow-shovel datestamp with matching “Car.2” in oval handstamp for 2¢ carrier fee, letter
datelined “State of Mississippi, Wilkinson County, Woodville Oct 4, 1853” and reads, “…A negro man calling his name Tom,
or Tom Davis and say he belongs to you, was committed to the jail of this county as a Runaway on the 28th ult. Said negro is
black 6 feet high, raw bone, about 30 years old and badly marked with the whip. Should he belong to you, you will please
comply with the law and take him away. I would have written you immediately, but there has been no mail leaving here since
his commitment in consequence of the yellow Fever prevailing here at this time, Respectfully, M. Crist, Jailor.”, mended tear at
bottom, Fine, A graphic reminder of the injustices of the 19th century.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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Michigan

520 * Detroit [Michigan Territory] August 30th 1816, dateline on four-page folded letter that entered the mails with red
manuscript “Detroit 31 Augt” postmark  and matching “25” rate to Harrisburg, Penna.; enclosed letter from James Thomas
to Jacob Haldeman reads, in part, “…I have been about 24 days to the Island of Mackinac. The troops destined for Green Bay
have established themselves at that place and arrangements have been made for supplying them. All matters and things have
gone on smoothly this season and something will be made by the contract…”; vertical file fold, minor corner wear, Very Fine
and rare early Detroit Territorial letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

521 * Detroit [Michigan Territory] 26 Feby [1820], red manuscript postmark with matching “Paid 50” and additional black “Paid” 
on four-page folded letter to New York, datelined “Detroit Feby 26 1820” and reads, in part, “…I enclose you a draft for $100. I 
will thank you to buy for me, on account of the U.S., a first-rate spy glass, a portable thermometer, a small mariner’s compass,
two good pocket compasses, two nautical almanacs for this year, and a measuring tape. And on my own account, a translation
of Father Hennepin and Charlevoix, Volney’s Travels, Henry’s Travels in Canada, and Mackenzie’s recital of explorations
respecting the Indians, and any other works calculated to reflect light upon subjects connected with our proposed tour…”
signed “Lewis Cass” (then Governor of Michigan Territory), horizontal file fold through manuscript markings, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Lewis Cass was the second Governor of Michigan Territory, serving from Oct 13, 1813 to Aug 1, 1831.
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Missouri

522 * General Kearny Signed Letter from Fort Leavenworth, Mo. Dec 19 [1839], black cds with manuscript “25” rate marking
on bluish folded letter datelined “Fort Leavenworth Decr 17th 1839” to Major E. A. Hitchcock, U.S. Army Mobile, Alabama,
written and signed by “S.W. Kearny” of mostly army business nature, but which states, “…If the Com. in chief & all the staff
could be sent away & officers called to fill their places who know something of the Army & its wants we could get on much
better. I have the same opinion of them, in relation to the Army, that Napoleon had of the Bourbons in relation to France, viz
that their day has gone by & that they are totally unfitted for their situation We have but little news here. Genl. Arbuckle
assisted by the Arkansas people tried hard to get up an alarm against the Cherokees. I marched down with 250 Dragoons,
found all quiet but the Genl. & then marched home again. Great men have done the same before me…”; vertical file folds,
F.-V.F., an early signed Col. Stephen W. Kearny letter.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

In 1833, Lieutenant Colonel Kearny was appointed second in command of the newly organized 1st Dragoon Regiment. The
U.S. Cavalry eventually grew out of this regiment, which was re-designated the 1st United States Cavalry in 1861, earning
Kearny his nickname “father of the United States Cavalry”. The regiment was stationed at Fort Leavenworth in present-day
Kansas, and Kearny was promoted to the rank of colonel in command of the regiment in 1836. He was also made commander
of the Army’s Third Military Department, charged with protecting the frontier and preserving peace among the tribes of
Native Americans on the Great Plains.

523 * Cant. Leavenworth Mo. July 14 [1829], manuscript postmark with matching “18¾” rate on folded letter to “Mr. J. P.
Cabanne, St. Louis, or Mr. P. Chouteau Jr. Agt for A. Fur Company, St. Louis Mo.”, datelined “Cant. Leavenworth 11th
July 1829” with contents, in part, “…I requested that you would make out and transmit to me at this place, triplicate accounts
duly receipted covering and embracing the amount of goods furnished R. P. Beauchamp, Sub. Ind. Agent, for the American
Fur Company, in the months of March and April last, at the four Pawnee villages, and delivered by him to the Indians in
council at those several places. From the lapse of time since I left there, and the accounts not having reached me, it is presumed 
the despatch may have escaped your memory…The goods were delivered at four different villages, on different days, to wit: on
the 24th of March at the Loup; on the 25th at the Icarza; on the 28th at the Grand Pawnee; and on the 1st of April at the
Republican, to the Indians in council…R. DeRussey, Bvt. Maj. U.S. Agt…”, couple vertical file folds, F.-V.F., this cover
represents one of the earliest known uses from what later became Fort Leavenworth (built 1827)., ex-Baughman and Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Early in the year 1827, the War Department ordered Col. Henry Leavenworth to follow the Missouri River until he reached the 
mouth of the Little Platte River, and established a permanent military cantonment on the east bank of the river. Col.
Leavenworth explored the area, and determined that the west side (ultimately the Kansas) side of the river was the best site for
the construction of the cantonment. Due to its strategic location on what was to become the Oregon Trail, Fort Leavenworth
became a key supply station on the westbound route settlers took on their long journey to California, Oregon and Utah.
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524 * Liberty (Missouri) Feby 24th 1849, dateline on four-page letter only (no cover) signed by A.W. Doniphan with great
historic contents that read, in part, “…by some unaccountable delay was not received until yesterday— but the winter has
been unusually cold so transportation of the mail difficult. In the compass of a letter I can give you but a synopsis of what you
desire. In the first place in going to California I would prefer starting from the town of St. Joseph to any other point. It is sixty
miles further up the Missouri River & at least 50 nearer to California than Independence- you also avoid the Kanzas River &
its tributaries, always difficult to cross in the spring season. Mules & equipment are there cheaper as Independence is the
starting point for Santa Fe and Chihuahua…The best route to California is what is called the old route by the Platte River
striking the Platte near Grand Island, up that River across the mountain at the South Pass - thence by Green River the Ruintah? 
etc to the Gold Region near the American Fork of the Sacramanto. This is the Emigrates Trail properly speaking…A man
should have 2 mules, a good long bore rifle and revolver pistol—and provisions for 150 days- - although the trip can be made
in half that time…The distance from here to the Gold region about 1800 miles. There will be a large emigration as good
companies are forming & will continue to form for mutual aid & assistance in sickness & protection etc…A.W. Doniphan”,
Very Fine, subject of an article by Dr. Milgram in the Oct. 1993 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A VERY SCARCE SIGNED LETTER FROM A.W. DONIPHAN IN WHICH HE PROVIDES HIS ADVICE ON GOLD
RUSH TRAVEL TO CALIFORNIA.

Alexander William Doniphan (July 9, 1808 – August 8, 1887) was a 19th-century American attorney, soldier and politician
from Missouri who is best known today as the man who prevented the summary execution of Joseph Smith, founder of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, at the close of the 1838 Mormon War in that state. He also achieved renown as a
leader of American troops during the Mexican American War, as the author of a legal code that still forms the basis of New
Mexico’s Bill of Rights, and as a successful defense attorney in the Missouri town of Liberty, Richmond and Independence.
Please visit our website for additional images.
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Important Mormon Letters

525 * Warsaw, Ills June 28 [1839], manuscript postmark with “25” rate on folded letter to Massachusetts; Mormon War letter
datelined “Warsaw June 22, 1839” and reads, in part, “…The inhabitants of the State of Missouri like most of the slave states
are of jealous passions & rebellious nature and they was afraid that we would inveigle off their slaves and settle so thick that
they would lose their range for hunting and their cattle horses and hogs &c another reason was they was afraid that there
would come in so many Mormons into their country they would have the balance in their favor at the Election and so hold all
the country and town offices and that they would fight first. — The Mormons first settled in Jackson county south side of
Missouri River after about two years they grew such great enemies that a battle took place two was killed another inhabitant
and one of the Mormons to such hights was the enmity carried that the Mormons had to leave the county They moved into Clay
county North of the river where they lived in peace for about 3 years when they saw so many emigrants coming the inhabitants
jealous of their Rights they raised a mob and was about driving them out of the state finily they compromised and they allowed
the Mormons a county of North about 40 miles it was a great share of Praries with small skirts of timber on streams but there
was timber enough to make it a good farming county by taking good care of the timber-the Mormons setled one county still
north there was some inhabitants in the county that became great enemies and last fall at the Election they swore no Mormon
should vote a fight ensud the Mormons drest them out although they had 30 to our 12. The inhabitants then swore that the
Mormons should leave the county we cald on the Militia but the officers was obliged to disband them they had such a mob spirit 
they could not command them they soon began their depredation by stealing horses cattle hogs &c they came to the breathren
houses threatned the woman and children driving them off then plundering the house and burning it – We appealed to the
Governor he replied that if we got into a bad scrape we might get out the best we could-We had to retaliate this arouse the
whole state the Governor ordered out 30000 men they came on against 600 Mormons we had no disposition to fight the Militia
There was two or three undertook to Negotiate still they had no power from us but they agreed that six principle leaders should
be given up to them our property real and personal should be given to the state and guns swords and pistols should be given up
to them and we all to leave the state as soon as practible I forgot to state they had the priviledge to pick as many as they thought
was guilty they took about 50 who after a mock trial was admited hom [home] on bail - they nor their bail has not been cold for
the six they detirmined to shoot but none of them had courage to do it. they kept them in Jail all winter in the spring they had
ordrs to take them to another county for trial they bribed the gard and come home, the deed that we signd proved to be a fudge
and the men that framed it got laughed for their zeal after 4 or 5 months the guns was given up to us by going 30 miles for them
and taking an oath that we would leave this state the best of them [the guns] was stole by the Militia the rest of them broke and
rusty, we left that state in the winter we sold our Land for a trifle in money and some other property but their was a great
sacrifice to the Brethern we moved in the dead of winter to Illinois 230 miles— The inhabitants are verry kind to us many took
farms and many work on the rail Road there is a great internal improvement in this state…Nahum Curtis”, minor splitting at
folds, few toned spots especially at right, F.-V.F., An exceptionally rare letter written by one of the Mormon Saints to his
family back east, relating details of the Mormon War from the prior year., written up by Dr. Milgram in the March 2023 issue of 
Western Express and the May 1966 issue of Covers.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $4,000 - 6,000

ONE OF THE FEW MORMON WAR LETTERS IN PRIVATE HANDS. A SIMILAR EXAMPLE (LETTER ONLY)
FROM NOV 5, 1838 SOLD IN THE RISVOLD SALE (SPINK, JANUARY, 2010, LOT 540) FOR $10,000 HAMMER.

The term “Mormon War” can refer to several conflicts, but most commonly to the Mormon-Missouri War of 1838 and the
Utah War of 1857-1858. The 1838 conflict was a series of battles and skirmishes between Mormon settlers and non-Mormon
Missourians that resulted in the forced expulsion of the Latter-day Saints from the state.

See website for additional scans.
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526 * Nauvoo July 1844, dateline on folded cover postmarked “Quincy, Ills Jul 10” red-orange cds with “25” rate and addressed to
John F. Wingate (Brother), Brunswick, Maine; letter with FANTASTIC CONTENT REGARDING THE CAPTURE
AND MURDER OF MORMON LEADERS, JOSEPH SMITH AND HYRUM  SMITH WRITTEN BY A
BODYGUARD, EDWARD B. WINGATE , reads, in part, “…Our whole troubles originated from a few Apostaties from this
Church because Joseph would not uphold them in there Hellish Deeds they have said all manner of eavle against Joseph they
could not say & do enough no other way but they had to go to work and publish a paper which they called the Nauvoo Expositer 
in that they publish all manner of lies that could be thought of therefore the city counsil came together for the purpose of taking
into consideration the Above named press wether it was a nuisance or not which they had the power to do according to their
charter granted them by the United States therefore they declared it a Nuisance and ordered the police to go to the office and
take the press and burn it which they Did do. They then came out in all their fury they went to Carthage and the surrounding
town and got the Devel in the people and they waged war against us there was at one time above a thousand Mobilrats that
swore and passed resolution that they would exterminate all the Latter Day Saints in Nauvoo But thank god they could not
raise forse enough General Smith called out Legion which Numbered about 5 thousand yet they wer few in number they wer
equal to 20 thousand because their cause was a Just one and they would have faught until the Last Drop of Blood had left there
Bodyes. The Goviner ordred out the state troops but could not controle them he therefore sent a letter to Joseph stating the
circumstances as they wer and issued a writ for Joseph & his Brother Hyrum Smith to appear at Carthage to answer to the
charge of Treason which God and all honest men knows they wer not guilty of But however they cornplyed with all that was put
upon and was willing to go to justice when justice could be found the Goviner pleged his Word and honor that he would protect
them they therefor started for Carthage with about 30 men and I had the pleasure of being of them Joseph & Hyram wer
confined in Prison for safe Keeping and then waited for tryal. But instead of that what shall I say the Goviner with about 50
horse come to Nauvoo for the Purpose of making Peace But it was far from that it seems for wilst they at Nauvoo those ungodly
wretches the Mobererats came out from there hiding place there was about 200 of them all armed with faces painted they
rushed to the Jail nocked down the gard at the door 8 in number men that the Goviner had station there they went up in the jail
to the room where Joseph & Hyram was and killed them both on the spot and wounded 2 others 4 shot each…I am your
Brother, E.B. Wingate,” small wax seal hole in verso, hinge repaired tear on verso, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $5,000 - 7,500

A HIGHLY IMPORTANT LETTER PROVIDING AN ACCOUNT OF THE LYNCHING OF JOSEPH AND HYRUM
SMITH.

Joseph and Hyrum Smith were murdered by an armed mob on June 27, 1844, at Carthage Jail in Illinois. After the brothers
were charged with treason and held in the jail, the mob stormed the building, shot them, and killed them, ending the founding
period of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and leading to a schism among its followers.

The sender, Edward “Big Ned” Bradley Wingate (1820-1887) was raised in Maine and became an early Boston convert to the
LDS faith. Wingate, believed to be a “Danite” or church policeman/body guard, was married to the daughter of church leader
Sidney Rigdon and would escort Joseph Smith to the scene of his murder at the Carthage Jail.
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527 * Col. Stephen W. Kearny Military Courier Letter from  Saint Louis, Mo., signed folded letter addressed to Lieut Col E.A.
Hitchcock, Fort Jessup, Louisiana, carried by military courier “favor by Capt Alden”  at lower left, datelined “Saint Louis
July 24, ‘44” with contents discussing Mormon issues in Nauvoo and reading in part, “…We have had some trouble in Illinois 
between the Mormons & other Residents of Hancock county, and the Governor expects more trouble before long. In a detailed
statement to me of the difficulties, he says he cannot rely upon the Militia to enforce orders, & asked me to station 500 Troops
near Nauvoo. I sent a copy of his conununication to Washington for the President’s decision…I learned from what I consider
good authority, that if the President can be persuaded by those around him, that an Extra Session would ratify his Texan
Treaty, that he will have one, not otherwise…” boldy signed “S.W. Kearny”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A GREAT LETTER CARRIED BY MILITARY COURIER SIGNED BY S.W. KEARNY DISCUSSING THE MORMON
ISSUES IN ILLINOIS.

In the letter, Kearny refers to the Court Martial of Gen. Buell, “Mr. Porter’s quoting but a part of a sentence was a dirty affair,
but what else could be expected from such a man. It is only since he left the war department, that I have learned his character.”
Additional docketing on back flap reads, “Col. Kearny alludes to Mr. Porter but not to Genl. Scott in the Buell case”,

General Don Carlos Buell was court-martialed early in his career for an altercation with an enlisted soldier named Corporal
Simmons, whom he struck with his sword and cut off part of the man’s ear. Buell was subsequently court-martialed for his
actions. An Army tribunal, however, cleared him of any wrongdoing and he was acquitted. There was some opposition to this
verdict, with even General Winfield Scott feeling that Buell should have been punished, but the court refused to retry the case.
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528 * Bellevue [Nebraska Territory] Feb 8th, 1861, dateline on four-page letter only (no cover) from a farmer lamenting the
hardships of farm life, poor conditions, a fire wiping out his buildings, etc., in part, “…My farm is about 2½ miles from
Platte river, 11 miles from where it empties into the Missouri. the Missouri is navigable for large steamboat. there has been
some rich gold mines discovered on the headwaters of the Platte about 600 miles west of here. I had some Mindelheim &
Kirchheim of going but I never have got off…T Thompson.”, Very Fine and an excellent, detailed letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

529 * Camp No.43 - 125 Miles Above Fort Kearney. On the South Fork of the Platte. May 22d 1850, dateline on letter only (no
cover) with contents, in part, “…we traveled about 50 miles through the “Shawnee” indians. These are a lousy, thievish
looking set, numbering about 400…Crossing the Kansas, we encamped near the hut of a chief; who had the U.S. flag
floating proudly over his miserable habitation. A great many ugly looking indians swarmed around our camp, that night; but
we had nothing to fear from them, as they only wanted whiskey, an article which the government has prohibeted being sold
amongst them…Traveling up the river 8 miles to the head of ‘Grand Island’ we came to ‘Fort Kearney’. This post, built on the
flat bottom is garrisoned by about 200 soldiers, and about a half dozen six pound guns. According to the register kept here
2400 wagons had already passed…We are now on the South Fork (Platte river) about 200 miles from ‘Fort Laramie’…J.F.
Snyder, W.H.Snyder Belleville Ill. On the S.Fork of Platte…”, Very Fine, an important & historic letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

530 * Santafee, New Mexico August 2d, 1849, dateline on four-page folded cover mailed with black “Platte City Mo. Oct 4” cds
and manuscript “5” rate marking to Fayette, Mo., letter reads, in part, “…Again I hasten to write a few lines by imigrants
returning to the states. In 10 minets after I wrote my last we set sail & after some days traveling over the attone mountains we
reached Kit Carsons Ranch of New Settlement 45 miles of Toas. There four of us left the waggons the next day where we
found Kit the day after at 10 oclock in bed with his pretty Little Mexican wife who is as white as he is Kit learning I was cousin 
to Jo Walker took quite a liking to me & thru the influence of Major McDaniel & Kit thay came vary near geting me in as
saddler to the excort that here on there way to California after three dayes stay we left for this place thence to gallistier 25 miles 
south…A.J. Willis, PS write to San Francisco get information from Taylor the P.M. as to how it should be directed”, some
paper loss on address panel and aging, nonetheless, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A WONDERFUL EARLY NEW MEXICO LETTER WITH GREAT CONTENT ABOUT THE WRITER’S ENCOUNTER
WITH THE FAMOUS KIT CARSON.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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Gold Rush Letters

531 * Outstanding Group of Gold Rush Letters, included are five folded letters with red “New York Ship 7cts” cds’s with full
contents detailing the arduous voyage from the East to California, these are lengthy letters with descriptive text talking of the
sea voyage, Slavery in Brazil, and much more, additionally there are two letters (no cover or postal markings) from the
California gold fields with wonderful contents as well as two folded cover from the East with manuscript 40¢ rates, one cover
is datelined “Hotel de la Europa a Rio Janeiro 26th April 1849” with lengthy letter in part, “…This is the great mart of
Slavery it is to be seen here in its most degraded and revolting form. I suppose ¾ of the population are slaves…Charles
Sibree,”, a second is datelined “At Sea Ship Ellth  Ellen 11th April 1849”, lengthy letter describing life at sea and arduous trip
to California, of the two California letters one is datelined “Gold Run Valley Jan 19th, 1851” and second is datelined “Cal
North fork American R. Aug 3rd 1851” with miner’s content, prices, etc.; some wear & faults as would be expected, Fine, a
wonderful group full of historic content. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

This group is the subject of an article by Dr. Milgram inn the American Philatelist (July 1973, Vol. 87, #7). Please visit our
website for additional images.

532 * Wonderful Lengthy Letter Detailing Voyage to San Francisco, postmarked very light but readable orange-red “San
Francisco, Cal. 18 Aug” cds with matching “40” rate handstamp on folded letter to N.Y.; datelined “At Sea Aug 8, 1850”;
very lengthy transcribed letter full of content which must be read to be appreciated, reads, in part, “…We had on board the
“Lucy Allen” a bad woman, 2 young men with her who were very bad characters from New York City, called by some bowry
boys… as we landed the down upon us impounded some of us until we were all bloody in our faces six of us got the blows the
rest of us went free without harm…There was gambling, drinking and laziness and all sorts of wickedness as you will recall this 
was on Sunday that we landed… I saw mahogany dugouts (canoes) at Panama I should say they were five feet through they are
the best boats the natives have…I saw prickly pear trees 10 feet high, all kinds of cactus grow here without nursing, lemons are
as large as my 2 fist and as sweet as honey…I should think about 2000 are waiting for a passage 2/3 of those on board had
through tickets on steamers but were afraid on account of being sick…some have just come in from California brining the
dust [gold] in boxes… July 4 fine day how to celebration some speeches some toast drank with a loud hurrah for California
and everything else, some got drunk and had a fight finally went to bed at 12:00” with additional great detail of the lengthy
voyage from the east to California, light wear and toning along folds, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Texas

533 * (Mexican-American War Letter) “Cold Spring, Texas Territory, August 27, 1847”, dateline on folded letter from Private
Huling Major of Company “E”, 1st Regiment Infantry Illinois Vols. to Belleville Ill., endorsed “From the Army” bottom left,
carried by military express to the Missouri River where it was placed on board a steamboat bound for St. Louis, entered the
mails in St. Louis with red “STEAM 10” straightline for 10¢ postage due, letter reads, “The opportunity I am embracing myself
of is that of Four Companies of Mo. Volunteer Cavalry being the last of Col. Price’s Regiment the Colonel himself
accompanying it looking jovial and hearty in fact his whole appearance calculated well to influence strangers in his favor and
bearing indications of a noble and generous spirit and one that would be kind considerate and indulgent to his men or those at
all palaces under his command…we shall make an early start in the morning travel further and finally without doubt be the
first company of the Illinois Regiment in Santa Fee…”; some light soiling, Very Fine and scarce Mexican-American War
Trail Letter from Texas. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

An additional note added to the letter by J.F. Snyder reads, “Huling Majors returned from the war and married the
“Adorable” daughter of Mr Aaron Prims. Then he went to California leaving his wife with her parents, and there seems to
have disappeared perhaps died in some obscure mining camp. He was a fine house carpenter and good hearted clever fellow.
We shall miss him.”. Please visit our website for additional images.
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534 * Galveston Island Texas, Jan 26th, 1838, dateline on four-page folded letter entered the mails with red cds “New Orleans, La
Jan 29” with manuscript red “25” rate marking to Geneva, New York; letter from Chas Roff reads, in part, “…You are told that
no danger is apprehended from the ravages of war whether from the mexicans or indians but I am told quite the revers when
traveling in this countery I am told that I was in danger of faling in with a company of hostile indians. The frontier inhabitance
live in continual fear the indians who are prowling about the settlements of the whites stealing every thing they can lay their
hands upon…many families have this summer past been driven from the frontier settlements and some women and children
inhumanly butchered and now I can assure you that an attack is expected from the Mexicans as they have lately given
intimations that cannot be misunderstood many fear that the Mexicans and indians will united thire forces together…should
the black hearted Mexicans unite with the Red skins of the forest there can be but little doubt but the sun of Liberty that now
shines on Texas will yet go down in darkness anarchy and Blood…I have been on the battle ground of San Jasinto where the
ground is literly covered with human bones for a large space there was about 1000 mexicans kiled here and left to rot on the
ground…”, and much more, some splitting along folds with tape repairs and minor paper loss, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

AN IMPORTANT AND HISTORIC LETTER REGARDING INDIANS AND WAR WITH MEXICO.

The Battle of San Jacinto was a decisive 18-minute battle on April 21, 1836, where Texan forces led by General Sam Houston
defeated the Mexican army under General Antonio López de Santa Anna during the Texas Revolution. The victory secured
Texan independence, with Mexico losing control of the territory and surrendering its leader in the conflict. Mexican forces
suffered approximately 630 deaths, while the Texan forces had nine killed and 30 wounded.

Wyoming

535 * Camp Near Fort Laramie [Wyoming] May 30th, 1852, dateline on four-page letter with cover (which may not have been
used to send the letter) postmarked with black cds “San Francisco Cal. 1 Sep” tying horiz. pair of 1851 3¢ dull red with correct
addressee (same as salutation on letter) in Chester, Illinois; letter reads, in part, “…I have not written to you from Fort
Kearney…we then went to the Fort and mailed our letters it was then determined to go three miles past the Fort and camp until
monday & I intended to write on Sunday to you and carry my letter to the fort but we were unable to find wood or grass and
consequently were obliged to go farther…am now 8 miles from Fort Laramie in good health, fine spirits and as happy as men
generally git to be on this earth. I have an idea you would hardly know me I am nearly as dark as an Indian…we have averaged
22 miles a day since we left Salt Creek which is 3 miles from Fort Leavenworth…I have seen several very pretty women on the
road (most of whom are going to Origon) but have not talked with any of them the sight of a pretty woman is good for a man in
bad health out here…write upon the reciept of this direct to Sacramento City…A. Taylor.”; cover with edge and corner wear,
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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536 * Fort Laramie (Wyoming) July 9 1849, dateline on bluish four-page folded letter addressed to Mr. G.S. Palmer, Athens,
Maine, with red “STEAM 10” handstamp of St. Louis; interesting contents read, in part, “…It may be interesting to you to
know what we are doing out here, and to many others, and the mail goes out tomorrow, you may want to know how long it will
take a letter to go across the continent allmost. I wrote to the P.M. the 20 of May…We arived at Fort Kerney the 17 June its
former name Fort Charles- left the 20 arrived here 8 july…Fort Kerney is on Platt at the head of grand Island three hundred
miles from Ind. It is a government post, twenty mud houses three companys of soulders to protect emegrants…the cholera has
followed emigration to this place It has fritened the Indians away all most Graves strew the way between here and Ind. Looks
like a graveyard in some places. Government has just bought this Fort It is now a government station some soulders here to
protec emigrants…Had it not been for the cholera we should been four hundred miles father along we have lost four of our
party died of cholera…[unsigned]”, edge wear and toning at folds of paper, Fine, One of the very earliest letters from Fort
Laramie by an emigrant crossing the plains. Great content.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

537 * Ft Larama [Wyoming] June 8th, 1850, dateline on four-page folded letter; entered the mails with manuscript “Jackson Point
Mo. Aug 19” postmark and matching “10” rate manuscript to Kentucky; great trail letter from emigrant reads, in part, “…we
have been travling every day for upwards of one month we are now at Larama six hundred & fifty miles from St. Jos or the point 
we started from. We have averaged about 22 miles per day…I see any number of wagons scatterd along the road I think that the 
many sights that I have seen has very well rewarded me for my trip so far. I do not know how the remainder of the trip will go.
there has been from May the 1st up to the 7th of this month 15,145 men, 193 women and 192 children Passed this post for Cala
and I don’t beleve theres one half passe yet…our next Breech will be Ft. Hall which is about three hundred mils from this
Post…Jas C Porter”, light toning at cover folds, F.-V.F., Pencil notation on verso indicates “unique” Jackson Point, Missouri
manuscript postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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538 * (Trail Letter) Fort Laramie June 10 1859, dateline on letter only (no cover) with contents, in part, “…We arrived here last
night after tramping up the monotinous Platte Valley for nearly four weeks without the slightest variation in scenery. I have
been very anxious to reach here for some time in hopes of hearing from home. I paid a dollar to cross the river on a raft last
night and run a great risk of being drowned to get to the Post Office and then found excellent centering neither letter or paper,
since which I have felt like crying, and swearing alternately. I see no way now of hearing from you untill next fall. If you receive
this by the fourth of july write immediately and direct to Placerville (Hangtown) and the letter will get there by the time I do. If
you do not receive it so soon direct to Marysville…Seeing some buffaloe on the sand hils about six miles from the road one
morning just as the train was starting out I sent the train on and with Mr. Shrake and two others and two horses we started after
them expecting to overtake the train at noon. We followed the buffaloe back for about ten miles when we came in sight of an
immense herd of at least one thousand…It seems as though the whole world was on the way to California. There is no end to the 
big droves of cattle that are going across and three fourths of all the Pikes Peak People are going through…Frank,”, Very
Fine and an outstanding trail letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

539 * Pacific Spring [Wyoming] July 11th 1847, dateline on four-page folded letter with manuscript postmark “Oregon Mo. Aug
19 / 47” and matching “10” rate addressed to Ohio, letter reads, in part, “…You will see from the superscription of this letter that 
I have at last arrived upon the waters which run to the west (or rather S.W.) as I presume I am upon the waters of Green river on 
the Great Colorado of the west, which empties itself into the gulf of California. We have passed the summit of the Rocky
mountains…I embrace the opportunity of sending a short note by Mr. Finley of Illinois who has spent sometime in Oregon and
is returning to the States (as called) and about to spend the evening with us and who had the kindness to offer to bear the same
to the nearest P. office upon his route home…At Kansas (or Kaw) village the indians stole 4 of our cattle. We detained 2 days in
making efforts to recover them, but finally failed…also to pass though the territory of the Pawnee indians- the worst tribe on
the route- our road was good…At Laramie we were among the Sioux indians. They stole one horse from our company &
perpetrated some minor thefts but upon the whole they are the finest specimens of the indian that I have seen…Upon Sweet
Water we found 140 armed Mormons under Capt. Brown being a detachment of the Mormon Battalion taken into the U.S.
service last season…Mr. Finley & companions like Oregon well. They are going back I never felt better. This is hasitly written
with the paper lying on a meal bag…J.S. Snook[?]”, light wear and toning at folds with some minor separation, F.-V.F., this
cover is the subject of an article written by Dr. Milgram for the Dec. 2020 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A RARE AND EARLY TRAIL LETTER DESCRIBING IN DETAIL THE ARDUOUS TRIP UNDERTAKEN IN 1847.

Pacific Springs - an extensive marsh in a bleak, dry landscape is in a low place just west of South Pass. For emigrants on the
Oregon Trail, it was the first source of good water after crossing the Continental Divide. From the east-flowing rivers and
streams they had followed for so many miles, the pioneers had finally arrived at water that would end up in the Pacific Ocean.

The town of Oregon, Mo. was established in 1841. The name refers to the Oregon Country, which was at the time considered a
prime destination of pioneer emigrants passing through the area. A post office called Oregon has been in operation since
1843. It was a significant trading post in the Platte Purchase region of Missouri for the first couple of decades of existence.
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Illustrated Clipper Cards

540 * Coleman’s California Line “Derby”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock (168x105mm) printed by Nesbitt & Co.
showing “Horse Race” with lengthy inscription; very light toning at right along edge, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

541 * Coleman’s California Line “ Syren”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock (166x103mm) printed by Nesbitt & Co.
showing Lady with Clipper Ship, card promoting “The A 1 Extreme Clipper Ship”; tiny enamel chip in top left corner, still
Extremely Fine and a spectacular design. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

542 * Glidden & Williams Line “Nevada”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock printed by Weston & Clark, showing
Indian on Horseback, card promoting “The Splendid A-1 Extreme Clipper Ship”, slight corner rounding, some paper
mounting marks on reverse, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

543 * Merchant’s Express Line “Arracan”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock printed by Nesbitt & Co. showing Lady
with Clipper Ship in background, card promoting “The Small and Beautiful Boston-built Clipper Ship”; slight corner wear &
light crease at bottom left, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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544 * Merchant’s Express Line “Olivia Davis”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock printed by Nesbitt & Co.
illustrating Female Holding Flag and Sword, card promoting “The Splendid Little A 1 Clipper”; slight rounding of corners,
small corner crease at upper right, Very Fine, a lovely item. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

545 * Sutton & Co.’s “Black Hawk”, wonderful multicolored design on glazed enamel stock (104x166mm) printed by Nesbitt &
Co., with illustrations of Indian Warrior and backg round with Full Rigged Sailing Ship, card promoting “The
Magnificent A 1 First-Class New-York Built Clipper Ship”, rich colors; small frame abrasion painted in at top, couple of
insignificant thins on the reverse, Very Fine, a beautiful item. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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546 * Sutton & Co.’s “C.S. Hulbert ”, red and gold leaf ad design on violet glazed enamel stock promoting “The Popular A 1
First-Class Clipper”; some discoloration on front & back, small puncture on front, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

547 * Sutton & Co.’s “Com. T.H. Allen”, red and gold leaf ad design on violet glazed enamel stock (146x90mm) with Flag
showing Bee Hive, card promoting “The Elegant A 1 First-Class Clipper Ship”, strong colors; upper left corner crease,
otherwise Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

548 * Sutton & Co.’s “Napier”, red, blue and gold leaf ad design on enamel card stock (164x112mm), Printed by Nesbitt & Co.
with illustration of Cross Cannons, promoting “The Magnificent and Popular A 1 First Class Clipper Ship”, no delay in
loading for San Francisco; scuff affecting “G” of “LOADING”, some minor corner wear, otherwise Very Fine, a handsome
& colorful card. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

549 * Winsor’s Regular Line “Centaur”, multicolored design on glazed enamel stock (170x107mm) printed by Watson’s Press
of Boston showing Centaur, card promoting “The Splendid, New, Extreme, Clipper Ship”; light corner wear, still Extremely 
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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Gold Rush Era Illustrated Lettersheets

550 * (Australia) Aborigines of Victoria, used illustrated 10-1/2x16" bluish lettersheet carried by “City of Sydney” with Victoria
1857 6d Orange rouletted (#17) tied to folded letter with integral address leaf to London endorsed “City of Sydney &
Overland” backstamped “Melbourne, Victoria/No 16, 1857,” answer was written and returned as a paste over with Great
Britain 1d Red (#33) tied by “London/Ja 13, 1858” stamp and cover faults, partly accounted for by its over 30,000 mile round
trip!! some minor splits repaired internally with archival tape & a filled punch hole on chest of left Aborigine, Fine and a
lettersheet and usage, an exceptionally rare and interesting item for which the consignor paid $1300 with buyer’s premium in
2022! ex-Risvold.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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California illustrated lettersheets were a popular form of stationery during and after the California
Gold Rush (1849-1869), featuring lithographs or wood engravings depicting California city plans,
early views of Gold rush towns, and scenes of life. They served as a form of visual reportage,
capturing scenes of historical interest. In California on Stone, Peters describes Britton & Rey as “the
Currier & Ives of the West.”

The Dr. Milgram collection is one of the finest to come on the market in many years, but what is
truly remarkable is the number of used lettersheets, which are rarely found as such.



551 * (Australia) Map of Melbourne & Collingwood, used illustrated 8.5x17" bluish paper lettersheet, with “MAP OF
MELBOURNE & COLLINGWOOD” and imprint “PUBLISHED BY JAMES J BLUNDELL & CO 44 COLLINS ST
WEST” on either side of the title and “Engraved & Printed for the Publishers by Campbell & Fergusson” at lower left, contents
datelined “Colingwood Jany 20th 56” with lengthy three-page letter reading in part, “…it was indeed a sad
disappointment…the wreck of the Schomberg…the passengers were brought to Melbourne by the steamer Queen…no lives
lost…there is not much to be done at the diggings now and the travelling to them is dreadful…” The vaunted “Schomberg” was
wrecked on its maiden voyage from England, running aground off Cape Otway on Dec 27, 1855; very minor edge wear at
right, Very Fine, a rare illustrated Australian lettersheet with interesting contents regarding the wreck of the Schomberg.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Please visit our website for additional images.

552 * Capt. Sutter’s Account of the First Discovery of the Gold, lettersheet (Baird 22) lithographs of James W. Marshall and
Sutter’s Mill, published by Britton & Rey in 1854, folded sheet 10.5x17" on light gray paper, without letter but addressed on
verso to Foxboro, Mass, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Joseph Britton & Jacques Joseph Rey were the most prolific California Gold Rush lithographers.

553 * Clipper Ship “Race Hound”, large illustrated broadside of “New Line for California Direct for San Francisco…Clipper Ship
Race Hound” with details of prices and schedule, from Adam Smith, 28 Front St. (New York), printed by George F. Nesbitt
of postal stationery fame, original cover postmarked “New York Feb 16 PAID 5 cts.” to Pennsylvania; vertical and
horizontal tape reinforcement to the broadside with repair in lower center, cover has minor tear at right, still Very Fine & rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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554 * Commandments to California Wives, used lettersheet (Baird 42) illustrated lettersheet showing dual home scene vignettes
subtitled “Commandments Are Given To Make A Happy Home”, with “Mercantile Job Print, 130 Sansome St., S.F.” imprint,
table of commandments below framed by a outdoor family scene, used with three-page letter datelined “Downieville Cal
Sunday Nov 20/55” sent by Thomas B. Parke to his wife back East, asking her to be patient with him staying in California
longer, etc. etc., some hinge reinforcement, small piece out at bottom right, still Very Fine, a rare lettersheet, especially in used 
condition.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.

555 * Crossing the Plains, used lettersheet (Baird 47) comprised of 13 wood engravings scenes by Barber and Baker, Sacramento,
folded double sheet on pale blue paper, 11x17.5", letter datelined “Placerville, Cal. Nov 28th, 1854” from miner writing to
his brother telling in part “I am in the land of gold…I saw two men hung the third of this month…I believe that it would [be]
good policy to pay the postage in advance…”; some wear and erosion at the folds on the letterside of the 11x17.5" lettersheet,
illustration portion sharp and crisp, Very Fine, a rare used California lettersheet with only a few known.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

George H. Baker (1827-1906) was a ‘49er, merchant, expressman, artist, and lithographer. In July 1850, he formed Baker’s
Express and made one financially-disastrous, 290-mile mule-mounted trip from San Francisco into the Feather River
Diggins. In June 1854, now in Sacramento, artist Baker joined with wood engraver Edmond L. Barber (1808-1870) to form, he 
advertised, “the largest Engraving Establishment on the Pacific Coast.” The pair published Sacramento Illustrated (1855)
with 31 engravings. This “Crossing the Plains” letter sheet exclaims “Views Drawn from Nature, in 1853, by George H.
Baker.” He made these sketches on a return trip to California from Boston with supplies for his Sacramento store. James
Mason Hutchings published letter sheets using friend Baker’s images in late 1854 and 1857. Please visit our website for
additional images.
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556 * Departure for El Dorado, used lettersheet (Baird 51) comprised of ten satirical views lithographed by C. Quirot, between
1851 and 1853 (after Emanuel Justh left the firm), seller was the Noisy Carrier’s Publishing Hall with small blue handstamp at
foot of illustration, folded light gray double sheet 10.75x16.5", with letter datelined “Rancherea, Cala, June 9th, 1854”,
Amos addressed his dear “Miss Smith”, He is…one who thinks there is no other so kind & so Beautiful & Lovely as you and
your miniature I have with me where ever I go, the love-sick suitor is most serious…These words, he tells Mollessa, come from
a tru hart and one ho loves you, and that hart is mine, he pleads for her to write to me and tell me if I can have any such clames
on you, however - same old story…It was my intention to come this spring, But Being unsuccessful in Business last Winter, I am 
and have determined to stay one more year Now, It is my Intention to return home in the spring without fale promising next
May you will then see me.; couple minor fold splits and a couple small tone spots, Very Fine, a wonderful and rare used
caricature lettersheet.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

557 * Destruction of Blossom Rock, used illustrated lettersheet 7.5x9.5" with caption “Destruction of Blossom Rock” providing
details of the government paying $75,000 to remove the rock in San Francisco harbor on Apr 23, 1870 “successfully blasted by
23 tons of powder”; four-page letter written in German datelined “San Francisco 14 Mai  1870”; minimal wear at folds, Very
Fine and rare, unlisted in Baird.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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558 * Eight Scenes of Mining Life and a View of the Elephant, used lettersheet (Baird 293) published and sold by [William B.]
Cooke & [Josiah J.] LeCount, San Francisco book sellers and stationers, four-page lettersheet with front page having nine
views in gold on cream paper (8.25x10.5") with two page letter enclosed datelined “San Francisco July 30th 1850” which
reads, in part, “…the news from the mines continues about the same some doing well and others not making their living in the
southern mines the Yankees have ordered all foreigners to ‘vamoos’ except they give heavy bonds for their good
behaviour…acts of Robbery and Murder which has become every day occurences. no less than 14 Americans were killed in
one day. parties have been sent to scour the mountains and if any suspicious characters should happen to be in the fray they
will be obliged to make love to the first tree as the Lynch law has become the order of the day…George W. Cox.”, some minor
reinforcements of edges with hinges, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF THE GOLD COLORED PRINT LETTERSHEET - WHICH IS THE EARLIEST KNOWN 
PRINTED LETTERSHEET.

Please visit our website for additional images.

559 * Eight Scenes of Mining Life and a View of the Elephant, used lettersheet (Baird 293) published and sold by [William B.]
Cooke & [Josiah J.] LeCount, San Francisco book sellers and stationers, four-page lettersheet with front page having nine
views in black ink on bluish paper (8.25x10.5") with three-page letter enclosed datelined “Fort John, Calaveras Co
California March 4 1851” from a miner lamenting the conditions, lack of success, and he notes “…I have just returned from a
trip of five weeks prospecting in the mountains amongst the indians and Girsily bears …in haste I must close this letter and be
off to the mountains as the mule is all ready packed if I have success I shall be back to this place in some two weeks and then I
hope to write you again, write often and direct your letters to Sacramento City as usual…E.G. Bovee[?] ”, light toning on file
folds, front lettersheet page is sharp with only minor wear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

DURHAM’S “CALIFORNIA GEOGRAPHIC NAMES” HAS SOME INFO ON FORT JOHN, LISTING IT UNDER
VOLCANO (AMADOR CO.) NOTING THAT FORT JOHN WAS FOUR MILES NORTHWEST OF VOLCANO.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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560 * Execution of Casey & Cora, By the San Francisco Vigilance Committee May 22nd 1856, unused lettersheet (Baird 68)
showing empty lot, surrounded by the Vigilance Committee in formation, with bodies hanging at left from Fort Vigilance, on a
single sheet of paper measuring 8¼x10½". Joseph Henry Jackson in “Gold Rush Album” (p. 220) notes of the image on this
lettersheet: “The lithograph tells its own story. Not all good citizens approved of the Committee’s high-handed methods, and
the Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court denounced the Committee’s actions as a rebellion of ‘damned pork merchants.’
But, as seen in the view…Massachusetts meetings of San Franciscans turned out to endorse the suspension of normal legal
process during the months of June and July.”; slight toning along edges, Extremely Fine and choice, A rare lettersheet, as
evidenced by a 2022 auction realization of $1187 with buyer’s premium for an example with paper damage.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

PAIRED WITH THE “SURRENDER” LETTERSHEET (LOT 575), THIS PAIR TELLS THE WHOLE STORY. ALSO
SEE LOT 506

561 * How the California Mines Are Worked, used lettersheet (Baird 104) finely executed 3.75x7.25" wood engraving on a folded 
10.75x17" bluish-gray double sheet, shows Placer Miners Using the Pan, Rocker, Long Tom, and Sluice; Anthony &
Baker engravers and The San Francisco Wide West newspaper publisher, with lengthy 4-page letter (plus added page inserted,
original to contents) datelined “Don Pedro’s August 27th 1854” with newsy contents, family questions, domestic chores,
etc. with some interesting content, including, “…Adams & Co have put an Express office and Banking house here. A stage has
been running all the summer.there is a Fandango House in full operation here. We hear the music and dancing evenings and
see the ladys out often during the day perhaps you will not understand the term Fandango it is so familar here. It is a Spanish
bad house…”, signed “Helen”; accompanied by original stampless mailing envelope manuscript postmarked “Don Pedros
Bar Sept 27 Cal” with matching “Paid 6” addressed to Falmouth, Mass., minor cover creasing at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A WONDERFUL LETTERSHEET WITH ORIGINAL POSTALLY USED ENVELOPE.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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562 * Hutchings’ California Scenes - The Mammoth Trees., unused lettersheet (Baird 106) illustration of “Mammoth Trees”
with Horses, Riders, People Below and Several Stumps of Harvested Trees, “Anthony & Baker SC” at bottom of
lithograph, “Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1854, by James M. Hutchings, in the Clerks’ Office of the U.S.
District Court, for Northern District of California.”, black on cream paper, four-page illustrated lettersheet, with front page
measuring 8.75x10.5", Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

563 * Hutching’s California Scenes, The California Indians, used folded lettersheet (Baird 105, Kruska 5b), Anthony & Baker
Sc. in various illustrated blocks, Excelsior Print on blue laid, three-page letter written in German (with transcription in
English) datelined “Goodyears Bar, May 14th, 1855” and signed by J. Meister to his brother talking about his brother
becoming a plumber and, “I think next winter when our luck wills it, our financial difficulties will ease up and we will be able to
move more freely. Together with some other men, I will built a dam (Wingdam) in the Yuba river. I had intention to let you come 
to California later on but I decided against it because it would be too hard a life for you.”, entered mails with red “Goodyears 
Bar Cal. May 28” cds with matching “Paid” and “10” rating handstamp to Herman Mo., Very Fine, a rare folded and mailed
lettersheet.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

Please visit our website for additional images.
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564 * Hutchings’ Panoramic Scenes. - Crossing the Plains, unused lettersheet (Baird 109) front of 8.5x11.5" lettersheet showing
thirteen vignettes with imprint at lower right “Views Drawn from Nature in 1853, by George H. Baker” on bluish paper, minor
toning on verso at folds, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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565 * Life Among the Miners, used lettersheet (Baird 138) copyright and published by Hutchings & Rosenfeld, 146 Montgomery
Street, San Francisco, printed by S.H. Wade, Era Building, with “No. 2” at upper right of “Life Among The Miners”
10.5x16.5" illustrated lettersheet with additional 12 smaller views of various aspects of mining life; datelined “San Francisco 
March 13 1868” with two-page letter internal, reading in part “we made a very long trip of one hundred and thirty days…sail
from here for Callao next week…I could not leave the ship not even for a single day San Francisco is the worst place in the
world for keeping a ship” signed “Affectionate Brother, C. St. Croix Olivier, Care US Consul, Callao, Peru” with notation
“Ship Harry Bluff”, original envelope accompanies, postmarked San Francisco Cal Mar 16 with stamp missing addressed to
Philadelphia; defective & portions of lettersheet chewed and missing at corners and folds, V.G., a rare lettersheet with one
other known (Princeton University Library).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

566 * The Lumber Merchant, humorous illustrated lettersheet (Baird 139) showing obviously frustrated merchant looking over his 
Account of Sales, etc., dated “San Francisco Jan 24th, 1851”, lithographed and published by E.F. Butler, sold by Atwill & Co.,
San Francisco; lettersheet with some faults glued onto brown paper stock with various newspaper clipping (detailing
Chronology of the Civil War) glued to verso along with a handwritten recipe for “Currant Wine”, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

567 * Mariposa City, lettersheet (Baird 151) published by Quirot and Company, San Francisco, ca1851, bluish 8x10.5" engraved
illustration of Mariposa City; a similar example (also with much of the imprint trimmed) sold in a 2008 auction in which it was
noted that the publisher was Quirot, “located at the address given in the imprint between 1851 and 1852” (per Peters,
“California on Stone”, pp. 132-38), slightly trimmed & minor hinge reinforcement of fold on verso, Fine, a rare lettersheet. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Mariposa, county seat of Mariposa County, has the state’s oldest courthouse (1854), which is not yet shown in this view. In
1847, Frémont acquired the claim for Mariposa Rancho at the foothills of Yosemite, and on this grant, the first quartz vein in
California was discovered. The town came to life when gold was discovered on Mariposa Creek in 1849. Between December
1849 and May 1851, the Mariposa Battalion, a deputized body of the state militia, conducted a punitive expedition against
Mariposa and other tribes who attacked white miners invading their lands. In their reconnoitering, the Battalion, under the
leadership of James D. Savage (the “Blond King of Tulare”), named and explored Yosemite Valley.
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568 * Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, used illustrated lettersheet (Baird 154) of Bearded Gentleman Tipping His Hat
With Season’s Greetings, published by Hutchings & Rosenfeld, San Francisco; brief letter on front page of four-page
lettersheet datelined “Napa City, Cal December 20th 1856”, accompanied by original mailing envelope postmarked with 
black circular datestamp “Napa City Cal Dec 19” with matching “PAID” and “10” rate handstamps on yellow corner card
cover to Illinois from Wells, Fargo & Co., Banking, etc., backflap missing from cover, overall, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A VERY RARE LETTERSHEET, PARTICULARLY USED WITH ORIGINAL ENVELOPE WITH WELLS, FARGO &
CO. CORNER CARD.

569 * Miners at Work With Long Toms, unused lettersheet (Baird 159) no printers mark but originated with an 1852 Quirot
lithograph taken from a daguerreotype, 10 miners are at work, while along the left edge stands a miner with pick, shovel, and
pan, and below him, an Indian from the Eastern United States, light gray folded double letter sheet 10.5x16.5", small corner
repair at bottom right, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

570 * Miners Life - The Honest Miners Songs (Baird 165), illustrated first page of what is normally a two-page lettersheet (similar
examples offered in our Sale #60, Lots #597-598, both of which had 1855 letters accompanying), with the message portion of
the lettersheet missing, Printed by Barber and Baker, Sacramento, 13 wood engravings providing the daily life of a miner with
“The Honest Miner’s Songs” at center; some faults, still Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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571 * Miner’s Life - Illustrated., used lettersheet (Baird 165) by Barber and Baker, Sacramento, 13 wood engravings providing
the daily life of a miner on a bluish folded letter sheet 11x17.5", with “The Honest Miner’s Songs” at center, with letter
datelined “Sarahsville May 24th/55” with three-page newsy letter enclosed as part of the lettersheet, some wear, particularly
at folds, minor hinge reinforcements, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Durham’s “California Geographic Names” has the following on Sarahsville (Bath, Placer Co.), “After prospectors
discovered gold at the site in 1850, the mining camp there was called Volcano for nearby Volcano Canyon; the name of the
camp was changed to Sarahsville to honor the first woman at the place, and then changed to Bath when the post office was
established.” Please visit our website for additional images.

572 * The Miner’s Ten Commandments, used lettersheet (Baird 167) copyrighted by James Mason Hutchings in 1853 and printed
by the San Francisco Sun, folded sheet 11.25x18.25", showing 10 illustrated miner scenes and corresponding text at center,
used with letter datelined “Cache Creek April the 20/54” with letter to a lady informing her that her brother has “left this
morning for rusion [Russian] river (the new mines) about one hundred miles from where he received a letter from you” signed
“Hiram D. Smith, direct to Cache Creek, Yolo Co., Cottonwood township, Cal”; some wear along file folds and hinge
reinforcements, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

James M. Hutchings (1820-1902) first published this classic letter sheet in the Placerville Herald on June 4, 1853. The
popularity of the Miner’s Ten Commandments led him to print and sell 3 editions of 25,000 each. As he traveled around
California gathering sketches and material which would appear in his California Magazine, he sold letter sheets, single and
double, for 25 and 50 cents. Please visit our website for additional images.
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573 * Miners’ Ten Commandments, A New Verse-ion, used lettersheet by Cadiz Orion (Baird 169), lithographed by Britton &
Rey, light blue folded doublesheet 10.75x16.75, showing three panel miner’s scenes at top and text below, with letter
datelined “Columbia, California, May 25th 1854” with some interesting miner’s content “…I have worked out about a
month. The most of the time I have been prospecting. I have had claims where I thought I should get my pile, but they have all
turned out minus. The last claim that I had valued it at 250 dollars for my share. In one weak from that time we left the place;
couldn’t make it pay water and We are going to jump a claim tomorrow if we can. The men that own the claim don’t agree & 2
or 3 of them are drunk half of the time. If a claim is left 3 days any body can jump the same.”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Please visit our website for additional images.

574 * Miners Weighing Their Gold [Upper] / The Dream of a Prospecting Miner [Lower], unused lettersheet (Baird 170),
published by Britton & Rey, with two illustrations, first of three miners seated around a crude table, one weighing gold as the
others look watch, second of miner sleeping before a fire with weapons nearby and three vignettes above him, depicting his
dreams, on single sheet of bluish paper, circa 1856, imprint trimmed away at bottom, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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575 * The Revolution of the People, Surrender of James P. Casey & Charles Cora to the Vigilance Committee on Sunday,
May 18th, 1856, used lettersheet (Baird 214) with detailed account of the actions of the vigilance committee and ultimate
surrender of Casey & Cora with three-page letter datelined “Downieville Cala June 1st 1856” from Thomas B. Parker to his
wife in Philadelphia, in which Parker relates interesting events, including the delay of her letter to him by a week as “the
steamer was detained at Panama in consequence of the sad accident on the Rail Road, the particulars of which you heard
before I did,” Parker goes on to note “We have had one of the most exciting times in San Francisco that has occurred in this
country since I have been here, it was the assassination of Jas King the editor of the Evening Bulletin in open day light by Jas P
Casey the proprietor of the Sunday Times. The people turned out enmass and went to the county jail demanded Casey and also
Chas Cora. who shot Genl. Richardson U.S. Marshall Marshall a few months ago and took them to the Vigilantes Committee’s 
Rooms and give them both a fair trial before the Vig. Comm. and then hung both from a scaffold erected at the windows of the
Committee Rooms. The law abiding people unanimously approve the course of the Committee. Cora who shot Genl.
Richardson had one trial, and the jury did not agree so people saw that the civil law was a dead letter in the hands of set
villains, hence the hanging of Cora and Casey”; some wear at file folds, small spot of erosion in center bottom quarter of text,
F.-V.F., very rare.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A WONDERFUL ILLUSTRATED LETTERSHEET DESCRIBING IN DETAIL THE FRONTIER JUSTICE IN PLACE IN 
CALIFORNIA IN 1856.

Also see Lots 506 & 560. Please visit our website for additional images.

576 * The San Francisco News Letter Business Page, Number 16 used lettersheet “Per Steamer Golden Age” with “Summary of
Events from Feb. 20th to March 5th, 1857” on 11x17.5" bluish paper news letter; interesting contents with tremendous detail
of the goings-on; advertisements include those for Wells, Fargo & Co., McCombe’s, Freeman’s Express, including illustrated
article of “Mr. [ Snoeshoe] Thompson, the Carson Valley Expressman…” with printed illustration showing Thompson
on Skis in the Mountains and includes details of his route and efforts in delivering express mail to Carson Valley, letter on
message portion of lettersheet datelined “Chinese Camp March 14th 57” reads in part “They are having a great time to
Sonoma thear is eleven to be hang[ed] right of[f] some for killing white men and some for killing black men Spaniards and
rob[b] ing and so forth, I think I shall go up to see some of them hang.”, minor edge splits, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

THIS EARLY TYPE OF SAN FRANCISCO NEWS LETTER IS MUCH SCARCER THAN THE LATER ONES WITH
ADDRESS PANEL INTEGRAL TO THE LETTERSHEET - UNLISTED IN BAIRD.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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577 * San Francisco Past and Present, used lettersheet (Baird 251) copyright and published by Barber & Baker of Sacramento in
1854, Morris Ullman was the San Francisco agent and Barber & Baker had it printed at the San Francisco Sun office, contains
two large wood-engraved views of San Francisco by George H. Baker, plus a small Bay area map, both views are from Rincon
Point, with letter written by George J. Grinwald  “San Francisco, August 14, 1855” to his “Dear Wife” and children…“It is
with great pleasure I sit down to address these few lines to you, having arrived in San Francisco after a pleasant passage of
twenty two days, Grinwald went by Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt’s Nicaragua Route. He departed New York on the
Northern Light on July 20 and arrived in San Francisco on the Uncle Sam on August 12, 1855, along with 750 other
passengers, including 170 women and 86 children, The times are very dull here at present…but I have succeeded in getting
employment the day after my arrival at $50 dollars a month to go coasting. Thank gods I am in Good Health”, Very Fine, a
wonderful used dual view lettersheet in exceptional condition.
Scott No. 1500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $750 - 1,000

“San Francisco As It Was, 1849” comes from a sketch Baker made on June 1, 1849, a few days after his arrival. He also
published it in the New York Tribune on August 28, 1849. Baker shows only a dozen of the 200 abandoned ships in the harbor,
while shrubbery covers Rincon Hill. San Francisco, population 2,000, is a small cluster of buildings around Yerba Buena
Cove, while tents climb the slope of Telegraph Hill. The waterfront is Montgomery Street. “San Francisco As It Is, 1854"
derives from Baker’s sketch in December 1854. In the foreground is probably the Union Iron Works at First and Mission
Streets. The city has advanced seaward as its population increased 20 times, while houses creep up Telegraph Hill to the
semaphore. Please visit our website for additional images.

578 * Scene at the San Francisco Post-Office Showing How We Get Our Letters, used lettersheet (similar to Baird 254a)
showing view of crowd outside large building, with signs for Leland & McCombe’s Crescent City Express, U.S. Mail Stage
Office, Central Stage Office, G.H. Leland & Co. Newspaper & Periodical Depot, etc., published by Leland & McCombe,
engraved by Anthony & Baker; seller was the Noisy Carrier’s Publishing Hall with small blue handstamp at upper right of
illustration, with letter datelined “Benicia Jan 23 1855” with business contents; wear and staining on several of the file
folds, Fine and rare used example, this example thought to be one of two known and illustrated in The American Philatelist in 
January, 1965 (page 259).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 500

Please visit our website for additional images.
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579 * Sonora, Jany 1853, used lettersheet (Baird 259), lithographed by Britton & Rey, San Francisco; B.R. Sweetland, Publisher,
Miner’s Book Store; wonderful illustrated lettersheet showing the Fledgling Town of Sonora in January, 1853 on entire
first page of four-page 10.5x17" size on bluish paper, with two-page letter datelined “Sonora California April 10th 1853”
which reads, in part, “…You know when any of my letters are miscarried for I have written every male so far which has been
twice a month…There are many places where they are mineing where we would not either send or recieve letters with any
regularity…We have now been here two months and have not struck it yet…You will see the picture of Sonora on the other half
of this sheet & it is very correct…J.W.L. Brown”., Extremely Fine and choice, the consignor of this item purports it to be
unique. We could not locate record of another and thus agree.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

FANTASTIC ENGRAVING OF EARLY SONORA.

Please visit our website for additional images.

580 * Sundry Amusements in the Mines, used lettersheet (Baird 268) four panels with scenes of miners covering the first page of
the four-page lettersheet printed on white paper and measuring 10.5x16.5", “Lith. & Published by Britton & Rey” at bottom;
with two-page letter enclosed datelined “Yreka August 30th 1856” and reads, in part, “…two weeks ago I assisted Dr. Gatliff 
to cut off a poor fellows leg. He got along very well for a few days, but then took the lock-jaw and died…It is my intention to
return home this winter. I shall make my arrangement, if possible, to get off from here in December or January. I am afraid of
again having the Panama fever…W.A. Robertson.”, a few minor toned spots, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Please visit our website for additional images.
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581 * View of the Conflagration of Marysville, on the Night of August 30th 1851, used lettersheet (Baird 289) lithographed by
Justh, Quirot & Co, published by R.A. Eddy who ran the Stationers Warehouse in Marysville, folded gray double sheet
8.5x17", with letter datelined “Marysville, Cal., April the 24, 1852” with mention of the area mining and reads, in part
“…The mines are doing well this spring. About $10 [a half ounce] is thought to be the average work of the mines now per day. A 
man can make more now at $10 per day than he could at $15 when I first came to the country. Provisions and clothes, tools and
every thing is so mutch cheeper now.”; light minor stains and small hole at center of illustration, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.

582 * View of the Conflagration of “Nevada City” on the Morning of March 11th, 1851. Estimated Loss $1500000., hand
colored used lettersheet (Baird 290) from a lithograph of E.F. Butler, Clay St., San Francisco, from a sketch by E.H.
Willington, large full-page view on 1st page of a 4-page white lettersheet 10¼x8¼"; used with message datelined “Nevada
City March 29th 1851” reading, in part, “…I shall send by the mail that this goes by a draft on Adams & Co. for two hundred
dollars and perhaps that will relieve you until I return…Business is more lively now than before the fire because it gives
employment to many in rebuilding there as one Hundred and ten buildings burned mostly stores, Gambling Houses, Houses of
Ill Fame and Grog Shops and some respectable families were deprived of their homes in a very few minutes. the fire went
through the entire length of Main Street, a part of Broad Street and the whole of Cross. The buildings were mostly constructed
of pitch pine and such a fire I presume was scarcely ever witnessed…Wm Gay.”, very minor wear at folds, Extremely Fine,
thought to be unique as it is the Baird listing example and no others could be found in auction searches.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A CHOICE EARLY CALIFORNIA LETTERSHEET ILLUSTRATING THE DESTRUCTION OF NEVADA CITY IN
THE 1851 FIRE.
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583 * View of Nevada City, From Prospect Hill, used lettersheet (unlisted in Baird) published by C.M. Mulford, Nevada, printed
by “Chs Peregoy” from a sketch by E.G. Withington, showing great detail including several hotels, Barker’s Exchange, etc.
double-size lettersheet measuring 11x17" and used with two-page letter datelined “Wolf Creek May 4th ‘51” which reads,
in part, “…quite a heavy business is being done in this neighborhood crushing quartz & washing gold from it…Joseph is
pack[ing] miners supplies to the mountains on the feather river…I could spare amounting to 12-½ ounces of gold dust…I shall
never leave California for fear of being sick. I would rather die in this country than return as poor as I came…Wm O.
Armsted”, accompanied by front-only of original envelope with black circular datestamp “San Francisco Cal 15 May” with
matching large “40” rate (further dating this item to 1851) to Ohio; cover front with tattered edges, lettersheet has minor
reinforcing to center fold, Very Fine, likely a unique item as it is unlisted in Baird and no other has been seen in any auctions.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A GREAT RARITY AND ONE OF THE EARLIEST EXAMPLES OF A USED CALIFORNIA LETTERSHEET. A
WONDERFUL EXHIBIT QUALITY ITEM.

Please visit our website for additional images.

584 * View of San Francisco From Telegraph Hill, used lettersheet (Baird 316) lithograph of Pearce & Pollard, San Francisco,
Published by Cooke and LeCount in 1850, view on top half of the 1st page of a 4-page white lettersheet 10¼x8¼"; used with
message datelined “San Francisco Oct 31st 1850” and message reading in part, “…the above is a very fair representation. I
send the Herald and Journal of Commerce with a price current to Father…Edward Floyd Jones.”, 3 inch tear affecting design
has been neat mended & some hinge reinforcement used to repair small edge tears, Fine, rare and early, with an example of this
Baird 316 lettersheet in slightly better condition selling at auction in 2022 for $4,687 with buyer’s premium.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

AN OUTSTANDING EARLY CALIFORNIA LETTERSHEET AND A MUST FOR ANY SAN FRANCISCO POSTAL
HISTORY EXHIBIT.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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585 * View of San Francisco in 1860, used lettersheet with original mailing envelope (Baird 317), large lithographed view of San
Francisco in 1860 with panoramic view on bluish paper measuring 8.25x21.5", published by Henry Payot, 184 Washington
Street, the view covers two full pages of the four-page lettersheet, with the other two pages completely filled with the sender’s
letter, which is datelined “San Francisco Cala October 30th 1863” (should be 1862, based on postmark on cover) and reads,
in part, “…I brought eight hundred dollars in Gold down here with me, and put in into two different banking houses for safe
keeping…Peter McCaull” accompanied by original mailing envelope with “San Francisco Cal Nov 2 1862” double circle
datestamp and fancy killer on 3¢ 1861 issue adhesive (#65) on cover with printed address to Robert McCaull Esq, Chicago, Ill., 
cover has slight edge wear, lettersheet is as sound as the day it was printed, Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A FANTASTIC PANORAMIC VIEW OF SAN FRANCISCO IN 1860 IN PERFECT CONDITION.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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586 * View of the Steam-Boat Landing Sacramento City, From K Street [Upper] L Street, M Street [Lower], used lettersheet
(Baird 321) published by Conner & Forrest, with wonderful detail of K and M street, the upper showing the sidewheel steamer
“Senator” in the river, the lower showing the sternwheel steamer “Jenny Lind” in the river on four-page 10.5x16.5" lettersheet, 
used with lengthy three-page letter from a semi-literate miner datelined “California September the 27 1851” reads in part,
“…as for the roundies I am one among them and they might find some trouble in getting one to one rid beside the roundy do not
ake the trouble of putting a person to one side unles there is afare prospeck of getting Gold enouf to pay them for it for this
reason I think there is no danger of them attacting me…boots shoes socks flanel shorts pants and sutch other articles as sel in
Californey from three to five hundred pre sent above the cost…I have been mining on the North fork of the American river this
sumer I hav edon midling well the most of the miners is leaving for home a great meney will leave the country this fall mining is
very dul along her at present…Andrew W. Cairn.”, Very Fine, another rare California lettersheet, especially used, with an
unused and slightly damaged example selling at auction in 2010 for $2125 with buyer’s premium.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

EXHIBITION QUALITY EXAMPLE OF A USED CALIFORNIA LETTERSHEET FROM 1851.

Please visit our website for additional images.

587 * Winter in the Mines, used lettersheet (Baird 334) by Hutchings & Rosenfield, 7 wood engravings (6 by Charles Nahl and 3
additionally have the “TA” monogram of artist and engraver Thomas Armstrong.) cover a white ruled double sheet 9.75x15.5" 
and detail successive winter hardships leading to the death of the miner, his wife and his dog, with letter datelined “San
Andreas Sept 14 1862” and reading, in part, “…I am yet alive and amongst the Living but not many of them She Males. Clint
the women are mighty scarce here. A damd homly woman would be a paradise here”, later he writes, “I suppose they are
raising the devil south with the Rebels. I don’t get much war nuse…”, some wear & hinge reinforcements at folds, still Very
Fine, a rare used lettersheet. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.
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California Patriotic Covers

588 * Big Oak Flat, Cal. Aug 11 [1861], blue cds on Patriotic Cover to Maine, design in red, white and blue showing Flag and
Cannon, franked with 1857 1¢ + three 3¢ cancelled by manuscript pen, included is original patriotic lettersheet in red
“Through Baltimore”  with flag and cannon design and lengthy verse, datelined “Big Oak Flat Aug 11th / 61” with contents,
in part, “…It is some time since I heard from old Turner but I expect that the people think so much of the war that they forget all
their old friends but my wish is that the Republicans will get all they want before they git through with it unless they try and
make a compromise with the South I cannot blame the South for doing as they have they were drove to do it and now the
Republicans want to drive them back again and I am in hopes that the good old Democratic party will still stand for the union
as they always have done and not help the Rep fight for the desolusion of the union. I am in hopes after this that the Rep will not
think any more of a niger than he does of a white man. The way I think it can be settle now if for the Rep to come out and tell the
South that they are willen to respect the whites there as much as they do the nigers then you will see the South lay down their
arms but not till then and I am in hopes that they wont…”; cover & stamps defective, Fine cover and Very Fine patriotic
lettersheet. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

AN OUTSTANDING PATRIOTIC ITEMS AND THE ONLY PATRIOTIC LETTERSHEET WE HAVE SEEN USED IN
CALIFORNIA.

589 * California Civil War Patriotic Covers, lot of five California patriotic covers, all with different designs in red, white & blue,
town postmarks include Colma, Horsetown, Oakland & two from Red Dog, two used internally in California and others to the
East coast, various frankings including one with Post Office Free handstamp, all with varying degrees of faults, one is a
rebacked front, Fine, Patriotic covers from California are scarce, if not rare. This lot represents an opportunity for the
collector/dealer to pick up five at one time.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.
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590 * Healdsburg, Cal Apr 7 [1864], black cds with several matching strikes of target killer tying vertical pair of 1861 3¢ rose (65,
defects) on patriotic cover “The Loyal States, UNION, California” all over illustrated design with “Eureka” in circle (state seal
design), etc., addressed to Boston, registration of design imprint on backflap with additional strike of Healdsburg cds, corner
defects, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A VERY RARE CALIFORNIA LOYAL STATES PATRIOTIC COVER USED FROM CALIFORNIA.

591 * (Incoming) “20th Corps” Overwritten on Twelfth Corp s, First Division, imprint at left on patriotic cover with large Red
Star at left bordered in blue, McGee Imprint  at left, franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65) tied by “Chattanooga, Ten 5 Sep” blue
double circle postmark with matching target on cover to San Francisco, reduced at right up to stamp (couple perfs affected),
still Very Fine, a scarce design & usage to California.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

592 * (Incoming) Flag Patriotic Covers Addressed to California, lot of three patriotic covers with flag designs, first is franked
with 1857 10¢ green tied by “Newark, N.J. May [xx 186x]” on cover with involute flag design to San Francisco, handstamp
“DUE 10”, missing backflap, second first is franked with 1857 10¢ green tied by “Chazy N.Y. Jun 10” black cds on cover with
involute flag design and addressed to Timbuctoo, Cal, 1861 docketing, neatly repaired, and third is franked with 1857 10¢
green tied by “Philadelphia” octagonal datestamp (unreadable) cover with involute flag to San Jose, Cal, with docketing 1861,
F.-V.F., an attractive group of incoming patriotics. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

593 * (Incoming) Patriotic Cover Addressed to Stockton, California, origination black double circle postmark “Pottsville Pa
Aug 28 1862” with grid killer on 1861 10¢ green (68, small faults), blue illustrated “Maj. Gen. Geo. B. McClellan” at left with
printer’s inscription, plus small “Place for the Stamp” imprint with pointing hand and collar under adhesive, light edge wear,
Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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594 * Iowa City, Cal. Jul 23, large black cds with “PAID 10” in circle on Patriotic Cover with Red, White and Blue Flag and
Cannon and inscription “The Union must and shall be preserved”, addressed to New York, reduced at right into address,
otherwise Very Fine, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

595 (* ) Oroville , Cal. Mar 29 [circa 1861], large black cds patriotic cover (front only) to England, cover shows all over Red, White 
and Blue Flag design, second strike of cds on blue field of flag and manuscript “Paid 29c” West Coast rate, red “N. York Br.
Pkt., Paid 19, Jul 3” exchange cds to England; wear at edges of original cover front, reduced right into docketing, Fine and
rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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596 * Redwood City (California) March 26, 1862, datelined on illustrated patriotic lettersheets with “California” above image
of seated Reverse: within involute flag; contents confirm California origin, letters read in part, “…After an other long silence I
sit down to write but have but little of interest to write. Since I wrote you I have received a long letter from Hank Kinney. He is
well and doing well – is mining at Cherokee – where you & I went to one first ball. They have two boys nearly large enough to
work in the mines, so he says…Hank says when he gets his diggings worked out he thinks of going to the Northern Mines. By the 
way I myself think of going. I think the chances are that I will go…”; a similar second lettersheet is included and is datelined
“Camp Griffin ”, a yellow cover accompanies, seems be related to the Camp Griffin lettersheet, postmarked “West Berkshire,
VT Apr 22” with 1861 3¢ rose on cover with six appropriately dated enclosures to Loomis, President of Burlington Savings
Bank, Vt, Very Fine, a lovely pair of California Patriotic Lettersheets and a very rare usage of one within the state.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

597 * Saint Louis, Cal. Aug 28, [1861], blurry just decipherable black cds tying 1857 10¢ green, type V (35) on patriotic cover
with Flag Over Cannon and “The Union must and shall be preserved” imprint, addressed to Providence, R.I.; light pencil
docket at upper left “Ag 28 61” may or may not be contemporary, some minor cover (light crease at bottom right) & stamp
flaws, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

598 * San Diego, Cal. Mar 21, [circa 1861], large black cds on Patriotic Cover with Red, White and Blue Involute Flag and
lengthy inscription (Milgram WP-2 var.) beneath franked with 1857 3¢ rose and cancelled by socked-on-the-nose grid
addressed to Sacramento City, Cal; light edge wear, Very Fine, a very rare California patriotic usage entirely within the
state. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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599 * San Jose, Cal. Jun 29, cds ties 1857 10¢ green (35, trimmed perfs) on red, white & blue All-Over Patriotic Flag cover to
Poplar Ridge N.Y.; reduced slightly at right, Very Fine and attractive, ex-Drew.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

600 * Taylors Ranch, Cal., May 8 1862, manuscript postmark (PLU-2410, one of 3 such known) with pen cancelled 1861 3¢ rose
(65) on Patriotic Cover with Red, White and Blue Flag and Cannon and inscription, and “Published by G.W. Stacy” (only
1 known to date w publisher’s inscription) at bottom left, Very Fine, one of the finest California patriotics which is further
enhanced by this rare postmark, ex-Polland, Jacobitz & Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000
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601 * Trinity Centre, Cal., May 13, blue cds (TRI-1890) and matching grid canceling 1861 3¢ rose (65, trimmed at top) on
patriotic cover w lilac allover design “The War for the Union”, addressed to Calahans Ranch, Cal; horizontal cover fold, Very 
Fine and attractive, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Early Incoming Rate Covers to California

602 * Incoming 40¢ Rate Covers to California, group of 4 covers inbound to California, including very nice folded 1850 letter
from Cleveland to Sacramento City with “40” rate, 1850 folded cover from Baltimore with blue cds and red “40” rate
handstamp, 1850 cover from Providence, R.I. with red cds & rate handstamp, last is from Northampton, Ms. with red cds and
manuscript “40” rate, minor faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

603 * (Incoming) Balance Lot, Trio of Double Three-Cent Rate Covers, three covers, the first is postmarked “red West Swanzey, 
N.H. Jun 2” cds with two strikes of “Paid 3” in circle to Columbia, Cal.; second is postmarked blue “Akron, Ohio Jul 5” cds
with matching “PAID” and two strikes of “3” for 6¢ rate to Sacramento, backflap missing; last is postmarked blue
“Bennington, Vt. Apr 18” cds with two strikes of blue “Paid 3” in circle on cover to Foster Bar, Yuba County, California;
some minor wear, Fine, a very unusual lot with two strikes of the 3¢ handstamp to make the 6¢ trans-continental rate. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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604 * (Incoming) Bennington, Vt. May 27, red cds with four strikes of red “X” in circle making up the 40 cent rate on cover to
Sacramento City, Upper California, light soiling and wear overall, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

THIS IS THE ONLY COVER WE HAVE SEEN WITH FOUR STRIKES OF THE 10¢ RATE MARK USED TO MAKE UP
THE 40¢ RATE.

605 * Incoming Covers to California, small lot of nine covers with various rate and franking, including a couple of forwarded
covers and a couple part paid covers, F.-V.F., an interesting lot worth inspection.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

606 * Incoming 6¢ Rate Covers to California, two covers with two strikes of 3¢ rate handstamp to make up the 6¢ trans
continental rate one from Kings Ferry, N.Y., other from Fayette, Me., some light wear, F.-V.F., a most unusual pair. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

A Rare Steamboat Usage with a 41¢ Way Rate

607 * (Incoming) Steamer Gipsy, red oval on cover to San Francisco, postmarked red “New Orleans La. May 12” cds (1850 or
1851) with additional red oval “WAY 11 CENTS” rate crossed out and corrected to “41” (1¢ Way fee and 40¢ West
Coast rate), one backflap missing, remainder of verso nearly separated from front, otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A VERY RARE RATE AND STEAMBOAT USAGE TO CALIFORNIA.
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608 * (Incoming) Shushan, N.Y. Apr 18, small red cds with black “40” in circle rate handstamp on cover to San Jose, California;
forwarded to Sacramento with light red somewhat oily and indistinct cds of San Jose, Cal, and manuscript “Forwd 12½” and
“52½” manuscript beneath that indicating the total due by the recipient; docketing on verso “June the 13/51”; minor backflap
damage, Very Fine, a scarce item with the 40¢ Trans-Continental rate and the 12½¢ internal California rate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

The 12½ cent rate was in effective prior to July 1, 1851 for mails within California.

609 * (Incoming) New York, Feb 16, several strikes of cds on 1¢ 1860 Star Die entire with three 3¢ and one 1¢ 1857 issue
adhesives to San Francisco; cover repaired at right with portion of right sideflap missing, Very Fine appearance. 
Scott No. U19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

A VERY RARE STAR DIE USAGE PAYING THE 10¢ TRANS-CONTINENTAL RATE PLUS ONE CENT CARRIER
RATE.

California Postal History

610 * (Alameda) Alvarado, Cal. Feb 18, double circle postmark (Williams ALA-370) on cover to Thompsonville, Conn., franked
with 1861 10¢ green (68) with blue manuscript cancel, docketed on verso “Centerville Feb 14, 1862”; reduced at left, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

611 * (Alameda) Oakland, Cal., Jan 20, double circle postmark (ALA-3180) on orange cover to New York franked with 1857 10¢
green (35, couple blunt perfs); slightly reduced at right, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 35. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

612 * (Amador) Lancha Plana, Cal. Correspondence (1859-1860), four covers with each original enclosures all datelined
“Lancha Plana” and discussing various aspects of mining and the trials and tribulations thereof, each cover franked with
1857 3¢ dull red, three with manuscript postmark and matching cancellation and on with Lancha Plana cds tying adhesive,
letter datelined May 5 reads, in part “…Our paper man always beings our letters & papers up to us without any trouble on our
part, but the old hand has left the office and they have got a muckle headed lager-beer Dutchman in his place and sour-crout
han’t quite got the run of the business…Life here at best is a kind of see-saw affair, at one moment we are kicking the bearer of
comfort and prosperity, and anon up to our A—-s, in the mire of despondency”; some minor cover wear, but overall, Very
Fine, a very interesting and pretty group.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

613 * (Amador) Volcano, Cal. Feb 23, 1857, light cds on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U9) to Mok Hill, Calaveras Co, Cal.; enclosed
letter datelined “Indian Diggings Feb 20th, 1857”, letter reads in part …The mail goes out from here so seldom it takes a letter
a great while to get started from here. As I am going to Volcano tomorrow I thought I would write a few lines to let you know
how we get along and take it along with me and mail in Volcano…Ned says two squaws kissed him for you as a token of
friendship towards them for the pot of beans and loaf of bread…, some cover wear, missing backflap, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.
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614 * (Butte) Forbestown, Cal. Feb 25/55, manuscript postmark (BUT-1640) on cover with “ Prospecters”, humorous
illustration of a Miner Hiding From a Grizzly Bear , with “J.M. Hutchings” imprint, addressed to Nox Corners, NY.,
franked with two 1851, 3¢ dull red each pen canceled on nose; cover repair at top under adhesives, Very Fine appearance,
One of only seven recorded examples of this Hutchings’ miner illustrated cover., ex-Clifford.
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

615 * (Butte) Oroville , Ca, Jun 17., straight line postmark (BUT-3070) on buff stampless cover to Columbus, Ohio with
handstamped “Paid” and manuscript “10” rate marking, edge wear and a few small tears, otherwise Very Fine, a classic
California rarity, 2 stampless and 1 on 1853 Nesbitt entire are currently recorded.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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Calaveras County

616 * (Calaveras) Angel’s Cal. Mar 9, bold two-line handstamp in blue on cover to Ohio with “PAID” and “6” in matching blue
ink; similar to Williams’ CAL-60 three-line handstamp, but with different configuration of lettering into two-line; thus,
unlisted in Williams; edge & corner wear, Very Fine and rare, The only reported example of this type postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

617 * (Calaveras) Camanche Feb 26, large blue cds (CAL-430) with target killer tying 3¢ 1861 issue adhesive on cover to
Stockton, with enclosed letter datelined “Centerville February the 12, 1862”, in part in speeking of the war you thought you
wood soon put the Rebells down as for my part I wood be glad to heer of it soon and as for California it is as mutch in faviour of
the union as one part of the Eastern steates…was no male [mail] carred but express for sum time and was carred in a skiff for
sum time; reduced at right up to stamp, Very Fine and attractive, an excellent letter with Civil War content and historic news
of the Great Flood of 1862.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Transcribed as written.

618 * (Calaveras) Fourth Crossing, Cal Aug 4, black cds (CAL-1050) with “4” manuscript date on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire
(U10) to San Francisco; some minor wear, Fine and scarce. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

619 * (Calaveras) Mokelumne Hill Cal, April 26, black cds (CAL-1610) with integral “Paid” and “6” rate on stampless cover to
New York (ca 1853-1854); some light cover wrinkles, Very Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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620 * (Calaveras) Mokelumne Hill Cal, Apr 17, bold strike of black cds (CAL-1640) with fancy segmented oval killer on
1853-55 10¢ Nebitt buff entire to New York; minor edge wear, Very Fine, a rare California fancy cancel, ex-Haas.
Scott No. U16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

621 * (Calaveras) Mokulumne Hill, Cal., black cds with several strikes of waffle grid killer on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10)
additional franked with two single 1857 12¢ black adhesives (36), potentially replaced (read below) and vertical pair of
1857 10¢ green, type V (35) to Santa Margheritta , Sardinia, Italy; the adhesive stamps are applied over the top of a Wells,
Fargo & Co. printed frank  with the envelope apparently being used without carriage by Wells, Fargo & Co.; black straight
line “OVERLAND” handstamp  (Type 2) applied in San Francisco; total 47¢ postage overpaying the 42c rate to Sardinia via
Prussia; various other markings include red italic “19” (credit from New York to Prussia, which included 12¢ postage beyond
the German Austrian Postal Union); manuscript “f3¾” indicates the foreign postage in silbergroschen; probably carried on the
last voyage of the North Atlantic Steamship Company Adriatic, which sailed Oct 6, 1860 and arrived in Southampton on Oct
17; with a total of seven (7) various backstamps and forwarding markings on verso; 2000 P.F. certificate states “It is a genuine
usage, the right 12c stamp with a tear at bottom, and the entire with a repaired spindle hole at left”; however, a June, 2011 article 
in Western Express, co-authored by Richard Frajola and Michael Perlman (cover census SFC2-1) notes that “clean PFC but
two 12¢ replaced”; therefore sold AS IS, Very Fine appearance, a rare example of an “Overland” handstamped cover mailed
to Sardinia, Italy.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

622 * (Del Norte) Crescent City, Cal. Apr 24, large double circle postmark (KLA-300) with light manuscript “Paid 10” rate on
cover with lovely illustrated miner’s design “The Traveling Miner” depicting Miner with Mining Equipment & Shotgun
on Horseback, cover with imprint “Wild West Office, San Francisco” at left, “Anthony & Baker SC” engraver’s imprint at
bottom of design, addressed to Illinois, edge wear all around (affecting imprint at left) & cover faults, Very Fine appearance,
a rare seldom seen design.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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El Dorado County

623 * (El Dorado) Aurum  City Cala. Aug 6, manuscript postmark (ELD-70) with “Paid 6” on cover to Illinois, couple minor
wrinkles, Very Fine and rare, Only four reported in 16 months operation of this office (July, 1852 to Nov, 1853).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

624 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal. Apr 28/80, integral rate postmark in red plus “Paid” red arc handstamp on cover to
Nantucket, Massachusetts, double 40¢ transcontinental rate prepaid, corner wear at top, surface scrape affecting one letter of
the address, still Very Fine, a lovely cover and very rare postmark, illustrated in Coburn’s Letters of Gold (page 305).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

625 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal. Apr 26 [1850], red-orange cds with “40” integral to datestamp (Williams ELD-420, known
used from Feb 26, 1850 to Nov 13, 1850) on blue folded letter to New York; datelined “Coloma, Upper Cal April 18, 1850” and 
reads, in part, “…I heard from you by the last steam pr Mr. David Cole Sr. they all got through safe and well and are at work in
the mines but have not got filly started…shall not work the mines this summer think of going to San Francisco…I am now with a 
merchant doing heavy business at a very good salary…the reports you often see in your newespapers of hard times & c in this
country is all moonshine. They are written by poor worthless creatures who come to play up Gentleman,and get shipped upon
it. If a man lives here he has got to work or go under…Peter B. Caywood.”; file fold at left, Very Fine and a scarce California
40¢ postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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626 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal. “Mar 26” (ELD-400) red double-ring datestamp with magenta manuscript date and red “40” 
handstamped rating on 1850 orange cover to Boston Mass., cover with original miner’s enclosure included describing the
town of Culloma and mining in the area, “…We started up on the fifth of February and stopped at Weaver’s Creek three
weeks where we made expenses in the intervals of fair weather; but the constant rains swelled the Creek and drove us out,
which induced us to come up here - This is the place where the gold was first discovered, formerly called Sutter’s Mills; it is a
place of some five hundred inhabitants and is the general depot for the supply of the adjacent mining region…we intent to
strike tent and leave for better “diggings”…”, Very Fine and choice, possibly the finest known strike of the very rare
marking. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Please visit our website for additional images.

627 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Cal. Apr. 25, 12½ (ELD-430 Var.) rare integral-rate cds in red with “Alta” removed  on 1850 blue
folded letter to San Francisco, miner’s letter which mentions, “We have done much better so far this month, than last, one hole
we sunk, and got out considerable of the article, including one lump worth 33 Dollars…”, transcription accompanies, Very
Fine and choice, ex-Kutz, Newton, Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

THE ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE OF THIS UNLISTED CULLOMA INTEGRAL-RATE ALTERED CDS WITH
“ALTA ” REMOVED.

628 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal. Jun 5, postmark in red (Williams ELD-410) on blue 1851 folded letter to Auburn, Cal. with
matching “12½” rate marking in red, manuscript notation “Missent”, however there is no indication as to where it was missent,
letter regarding the schedule of the Court, two light vertical file folds (one through cds), Very Fine, very scarce with rate
outside of postmark, ex-Newton & Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

629 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal, Jan 28/40, red cds on stampless folded letter to Poland, Ohio, interesting letter datelined
“Kelsier Jan. 17, 1851” and reads in part, “…it is so here now that a man cannot find good society if he wanted to for the leading
society is that of a gambler or a drunkard or murderer. You may think that my writing is like Satan reproving sin, but I cannot
help it for I write my mind in regard to these matters for I have seen young men led of here become drunkards and gamblers
ruined forever…I can get plenty of venison by killing it and it is the best meat that ever man ate, it appears so hard to think of
leaving this, they may talk of being homesick but it is the other way here with me…I could take my gun and go to the mountains
and kill game and live if there was no gold in California, you may think this strange, it is with me here, as it is with the old
Mountaineers, the first thing they value most is their gun and next is a good horse and third is their wife and children…”, cover
with some edge wear, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

630 * (El Dorado) Culloma, Alta Cal, Jan 28/40, red cds on stampless folded letter to Lansingburgh, New York, letter from a miner 
is headed “Rocky Chucky Jany 26th 1851” and reports that money drafts are unavailable there “as John T. Little + Co. have
failed”, bleach spots at top, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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631 * (El Dorado) Georgetown, Cal., Jan 12, cds (Williams ELD-1400, R5) on ca. 1854 cover to West Point, O., matching “Paid 6
Cents” in circle at right; some wear and small repaired lower right corner, F.-V.F., a rare town and rate handstamps.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

632 * (El Dorado) Greenwood, Cal. June 28, fancy bluish arced postmark (Williams ELD-1700) with manuscript date “June 28”
on ladies cover to Maine, franked with 1851 1¢ type IV + 3¢ strip of three (light creases), all with manuscript cancel, Fine, a
rare California fancy postmark, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

633 * (El Dorado) Mud Springs, Cala, Oct 13 (1853), bold, large double circle postmark (ELD-2550) with manuscript date and
manuscript “10” (“Paid 6” crossed out), on cover to Missouri; flap missing & minor repairs to reverse, Very Fine, a wonderful
strike of this scarce postmark, ex-Newton & Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

634 * (Humboldt) H.B. Cal. Union Town Jan 24, large double circle datestamp (HUM-4880) in blue (H.B. = Humboldt Bay) on
1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire to Medfield, Mass; very slightly reduced at right, Extremely Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

635 * (Humboldt) Uniontown H.B., Cal., 12 Nov 56 (H.B. = Humboldt Bay) blue oval postmark with manuscript date
(HUM-4870, R7) on cover to Yuba City, Cal., matching blue oval “Paid” handstamp and manuscript “3” at right, tiny corner
wear, Very Fine and rare, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

636 * (Monterey) Monterey Cal, Apr 2, red cds (MOT-1620) and matching “12½” rating handstamp of the West Coast rate on
1851 folded letter from brother to a soldier “Ben. P. Kooser, Company F 3rd Artilery , care of the Commanding officer of
the escort to the Indian commissioners, via Stockton California ”, mostly news from home including “monterey is duller
than ever…”, Very Fine, a rare 12½¢ California rate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Please visit our website for additional images.
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637 * (Monterey) Monterey Cal. Apr 2, mostly readable red cds (MOT-1620) on outer wrapper of folded letter with matching
“25” rate handstamp indicating 2x the 12½¢ internal California rate, to Santa Cruz, filing notation at right “April 9th,
1851” provides dating; ironed out vertical filefold & refolded at left, Very Fine, a very rare “25” rate handstamp for double the
12½¢ rate., ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

638 * (Napa) Napa, Cal., Oct 24 (1850), manuscript postmark (NAP-650) on 1850 folded cover to New York with manuscript “40”
rate, datelined “Napa Valley Oct. 7th 1850”, letter with excellent contents, “Well here am I in the lands, not cakes, nor yet in the 
land that flows with milk and honey, but in the land which is rich in gold and all other metals, mineral & precious stones. This is 
the place to garden with pleasure and profit.” letter goes to description the raising of produce and grapes, plus much more,
Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Nevada County

639 * (Nevada) Centreville, Cal. June 29th, black manuscript postmark (Williams NEV-230) with matching “Paid 6” rate on buff
cover to Ohio; original enclosure datelined “June 27th 1852 Centreville Ne Co. Cal.” contents read, in part, “…Since I last
wrote I have been compelled to quit my claim in this place in consequence for the want of water, on the 10 I left this place it
being some 5 miles south from Nevada City and went some 10 miles North of Ne to a place called Cherochee Corell…The
Governor in his last estimated the Pop at 30,000 it is estimated that thare will be 60,000 who will cross the Plains. People are
apt to make wild estimates on Cal prosperity…Eli Knapp,”; general light wear, F.-V.F., a rare California manuscript
postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The Centreville Post Office was established in 1851 and renamed Grass Valley in 1852.

640 * (Nevada) Grass Valley, Cal. Oct 14, cds (NEV-630) with “10” handstamp rate marking on buff cover to Westfield, Mass;
illustrated J.M. Hutchings’ California Envelope showing Expressman on Horseback Delivering “Letters From Home”
To News-Starved Miners; backflap toned spots, Very Fine and rare, one of ten recorded examples of this illustrated miner’s
cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

641 * (Nevada) Nevada City, Cal. Paid 3 Aug 28, fine integral rate handstamp (NEV-1190) with “10” overstruck on the “3”  on
buff cover addressed to “Oregon, Astoria” but somehow missent to Boston with red cds Oct 3 and two-line black
handstamp “Missent to Boston, Mass”; minor edge wear, some discoloration spots on cover front, otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

642 * (Nevada) Nevada City, Cal. Paid 3 Aug 30, fine integral rate handstamp (NEV-1190) with “10” overstruck on the “3”  on
buff cover to New York, Very Fine and unusual. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

643 * (Nevada) Nevada City, Cal. April 18 (1851), manuscript postmark on 1851 folded cover with matching manuscript “40”
addressed to Boonsboro, Ark., interesting miner’s letter which reads in part, “…at this time about 12 miles from this place we
just found digging Saturday last and yesterday we washed out $83.25…”, Very Fine, a nice early 40¢ rate cover. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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644 * (Nevada) Nevada City Cal., Aug 10, 1860 (Addressed to Hon Abram Lincoln), black cds on 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire
(U16) addressed to “Hon Abram Lincoln, Springfield, Illinois”, manuscript sender’s directive “Overland” at left, appears
to be docketed “needs no answer” at left in Mary Lincoln’s hand; some edge wear, F.-V.F., ex-Kutz, pictured in “Gold
Fever” by Kutz on pg. 356.
Scott No. U16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

This cover pre-dates Lincoln’s successful election as President of the United States later in 1860.

645 * (Nevada) Nevada City, Cal. Jul 7, bold sharp black cds (NEV-1120) on cover to Michigan franked with 1861 10¢ green just
tied by cds and socked on the nose with fancy geometric carved cork; 1863 enclosure talks of the Cariboo mines “1600
miles” from San Francisco; minor edge wear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Placer County

646 * (Placer) Auburn, Cal., pair of covers: first, Jul 25 (PLA-250) with PAID and “6” in circle on cover to Vermont; second, Apr
14 (PLA-250) with “TEN” rate handstamp on cover to Connecticut; very minor edgewear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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647 * (Placer) Dutch Flat, Cal. May 3, black cds (PLA-1380) on “FREE” printed envelope addressed to Post Master, Washington,
Vermont, enclosed letter datelined “May 3, 1858” from D Currier to “Brother Lib” which discusses the Lecompton
Compromise, I tell you that the Lecompton is dead…The president will never be able to put whiting enough onto that black
hearted constitution…I am glad to see so many Democrats stand up on the side of freedom. These are what I call Republican
Democrats., Very Fine and unusual. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF A PRINTED “FREE” ENVELOPE USED FROM CALIFORNIA.

Please visit our website for additional images.

648 * (Placer) Mountain Springs, Cal., Mar 22 (1854)., excellent red strike of balloon type double circle postmark (PLA-2590)
with matching “PAID” and manuscript “6”, to Ohio, Extremely Fine and rare California postmark, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

649 * (Placer) Ophirville , Cal., 29 Aug, partially struck postmark (PLA-2840) with manuscript date on cover to Richmond,
Indiana, with large “10” rate handstamp, Miners’ Coat of Arms, illustrated Barber & Baker design showing Miner and
Bear Hold Up Cross with Various Miner Implements; some cover faults including small defect affecting imprint at bottom,
Very Fine appearance, a rare design with twelve examples recorded by Kutz.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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650 * (Placer) Rattlesnake (Cal), Apr 27, blue manuscript postmark (PLA-2990) with pen cancel on 1853-55 6¢ Nesbitt entire
(U14) with additional manuscript “Paid in money 4c” to make up the 10¢ rate to Schenedtady, N.Y., slight abrasion affects
postmark, most of bottom back flap torn off, F.-V.F., a rare postmark and usage showing a portion of the rate paid in cash.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

651 * (Placer) Yankee Jims, Cal., Dec 18, brilliant strike of cds (PLA-3980) on 1853-55 10¢ green Nesbitt entire, to Pa.; flap torn,
Extremely Fine, ex-Barkhausen.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Sacramento County

652 * (Sacramento) Hicksville, Cal., Dec 31, oval postmark with manuscript date (SAC-1510, R4) on cover to Vermont, franked
with 1861, 3¢ brownish carmine (65) canceled by waffle grid handstamp, with dateline portion of enclosure on Christmas day 
of 1862, Very Fine, the earliest recorded example of this rare postmark., ex-Tatham.
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

653 * (Sacramento) Mormon Island, Cala., June 27, triple oval postmark (SAC-1910) with manuscript “10” rate marking on
stampless orange envelope to Maine, F.-V.F., a scarce California fancy town marking.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

654 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal., May 28, oval postmark (SAC-2480) with large double oval “Paid 40” rate handstamp
on buff cover to Mount Pleasant, Iowa, pencil notations on verso indicate 1849, minor edge mends, plus second cover from
same correspondence postmarked with same Sacramento, Cal. cds dated Nov. 40 with large 40 rate handstamp, cover repaired, 
Very Fine, just four examples of the large double oval rate handstamp with the 40¢ rate are recorded.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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655 * (Sacramento) Sacramento (Cal.) Aug 24, manuscript postmark (SAC-2460) and “40” manuscript rate marking on stampless 
cover to Bristol, Connecticut, with “Please forward at the first opportunity”, minor stain at upper right, Extremely Fine,
ex-Haas, illustrated in Coburn’s Letters of Gold (page 32).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A VERY RARE CALIFORNIA MANUSCRIPT POSTMARK - THIS COVER IS THE BASIS FOR THE AUGUST 24,
1849, LISTING IN WILLIAMS OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN SACRAMENTO MANUSCRIPT POSTMARK.

656 * (Sacramento) Sacramento / Oct 21 1849, straightline postmark with tiny matching “40” rate  marking on homemade buff
cover to Harpers Ferry Va., slight aging, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

THE EARLIEST OF ONLY 8 RECORDED EXAMPLES OF THE SACRAMENTO STRAIGHTLINE POSTMARK.

Sacramento straightline postmarks are known used from October 21 to November 10, 1849, with 8 examples recorded.
Sacramento oval postmarks were used concurrently.
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657 * (Sacramento) Sacramento / Oct 28 1849 / 40, straightline postmark (SAC-2470) with integral rate marking (without the
usual “PAID” in the cliche) on folded letter to New Brunswick, New Jersey; great letter datelined “Calafornia Gold Diggins
Oct 21st 1849”, in part, “we are on the American Fork about 230 miles above San Francisco at a place called the Salmon
Falls…[first week] dug out of the bed of the river $240.00” with much more detail on the mining life of a true 49er, Extremely
Fine, truly an exhibition piece, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $3,000 - 4,000

UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OF THE FINEST SACRAMENTO STRAIGHT LINE COVERS KNOWN.

This Sacramento straight line postmark was only in use for 20 days between October 21 and November 10 of 1849.

658 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal. Mar 4, black oval datestamp (Williams SAC-2480) with magenta manuscript “40” rate
marking on folded letter to Cincinnati, Ohio, reverse with rare red circular handstamp “San Francisco Recd 6 Mar” (similar
to Williams SAF-310 reported used Sep 30, 1850 to Nov 5, 1851, but with the “Recd” at the bottom of the dial; thus, unlisted in
Williams and apparently the precursor to SAF-310); letter datelined “Plumas Sunday March 17, 1850” (erroneously dated by
the writer), with contents, in part, “…I have been in the New Town one week at 10$ per day and board Mr. Nathan Scotfield the
surveyor engaged me to come up from Sacramento City on Saturday 9 Feby. We arrived at this Beautiful Location at dusk and
slept in a cabin without a roof…I am within 20 miles or less from the region of gold diggers and hundreds if not thousands pass
along daily on land or water thro this place…Steam Boats can run within 100 feet of our cabin during the whole year, 55 miles
above Sacramento City or about 200 miles from San Francisco…Plumas is on the Feather River some 20 miles above its
mouth and about the same below the mouth of Yuba River where it empties into Feather River…W.C. Laurence” with much
additional writing on mining, immigration, etc.; some internal staining of lettersheets, toning along folds, Very Fine, This
cover is the subject of an article written by Dr. Milgram in Western Express (Sept. 2010).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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659 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal. Apr 11, oval postmark with large double oval “Paid 40” rate handstamp over “Paid”
sender’s endorsement, on cover to Pontotoc, Mississippi, “May 29, 1850” pencil date on the back, ink blot on the postmark,
minor corner wear, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

JUST FOUR EXAMPLES OF THE LARGE DOUBLE OVAL RATE HANDSTAMP WITH THE 40¢ RATE ARE
RECORDED.

660 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal., 21 May, 40, bold circular integral rate postmark (Williams SAC-2490) on 1850 or 1851
folded outer lettersheet to Sandy Spring, Maryland, matching arched large “Paid” handstamp, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

661 * (Sacramento) Sacramento City, Cal. 30 May, partial strike of red-orange cds with matching “40” rate handstamp on folded
letter from a daughter to her mother in Rhode Island, datelined “Sac City May 25th 1850” and reads, in part, “…A great many
miners have suffered severely from having their supplies cut off, from exposure to storms and severe cold….one trader had
about 4000 postage dues of sugar, and hundreds for a week or more, ate nothing but sugar…it is pleasant to think that I am
adding my mite to swell the pile i have $400.00 laid away…” much more detail on the difficulties of life being in the mining
area with heavy snow, etc.; light edge wear, wax seal tear of backflap, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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662 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal. 29 July, black cds with “40” integral to datestamp (Williams SAC-2490, known used from
Mar 28, 1850 to Dec 15, 1850) on folded letter to Virginia; datelined “Cabin home Deer Creek California, July 19, 1850”
and reads, in part, “…in the mines of California where we have to undergo ten times the amount of hardships &
fatigue…Thinking of home often reminds me of those beautiful lines written I believe by Fisher Amers. I will write them on a
piece of paper & put 50 cts worth of gold in it. I suppose you would like to know something about what I have done I havent
more than 700$ & I do not expect to make more than board while I stay here which will not be very long. I am in hopes I expect
to start home as soon as the weather gets cooler & it is not so sickly on the isthmus which will be some time in November…the
snow it is said by the Indians and Mexicans that there was more snow fell last winter than they ever saw. A great many places
on the mountain the tall & majestick pines are just beginning to peep there heads out from snow…You speak of me writing
oftener. I can not write any oftener without writing 2 or 3 times every mail. The mail only leaves here once a month & I send
letters by every mail that I have an opportunity to get them to the Citty. The mail comes in once a month, about the last of every
month it leaves the citty & leaves San francisco the first. About letters .I was on the north fork of the American river then I found 
I could not make anything there & have come back to the cabins…James Van Lear.”; address panel with slight aging, Very
Fine, an outstanding cover & letter.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

663 * (Sacramento) Sacramento, Cal., Apl 24, , oval postmark (SAC-2480) with tall “12½” rate  handstamp on folded business
letter datelined “Old Dry Diggings March 28, 1850” to San Francisco, letter regarding investment money in San Francisco,
“We have it reported that Mess. Waid & Co. with whom we left our little sum of money have failed in business and that Mr. W.
had atemped to commit suicide by shooting himself.”, letter later states, “Direct your letter to us at Coloma of ‘Sutters Mill’
where we have made arrangements to get them.”, vertical file fold, minor toned spots, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Sacramento oval postmarks without integral rate are known used from October 31, 1949, to April 24, 1850, with 51 examples
recorded. Within that group, 10 examples of the tall rate handstamp with the 12½¢ rate are recorded.

664 * (Sacramento) Sacramento City, Cal., Dec 31, large serifed cds (type 1) and small “12½” rate handstamp on folded letter to 
merchant Thomas Whaley in San Francisco, letter (1 page) with business content is dated “December 26, 1850”, docket at left,
Very Fine, a scarce 12½¢ California rate, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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665 * (Sacramento) Group of Three Sacramento Covers with Various Rate Markings, all three covers with Sacramento City
cds (two SAC-2530 and one SAC-2520); first  with “PAID” straight line and shaded “6” rate handstamp, second with arced
“Paid 3” to Santa Clara and forwarded back to Sacramento, Cal. with manuscript postmark and manuscript “5” due rate and
lengthy sender’s manuscript forwarding directive “…I have reason to beleive her letters have been perlioned.”, third with
“15” rate on cover to Canada East, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

666 * (Sacramento) Sacramento City, Cal., Jan 24, perfect strike of large serifed cds (type 1) in red and small “40” rate handstamp
in matching red on cover to Concord, Ohio, also manuscript notation at left “Jan 24/51”; light toning at edges, slight edge wear,
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

667 * (Sacramento) Sacramento City, Cal., Mar 1, large serifed cds (type 1) in red and small “80” rate and straightline “Paid”
handstamps in matching red on cover to Union, Ohio, also manuscript “paid” endorsement and “80” pencil notation, “Father,
Feb 14 1851” pencil docket, cover refolded, small edge repair, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

668 * (San Diego) San Diego, Cal./May 13., manuscript postmark (Williams SAN-4830) on beautiful white envelope to
Washington City, D.C. with matching “40” rate, bright and fresh, Extremely Fine and rare, illustrated in “Letters of Gold”
on page 374.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A RARE EARLY 40¢ TRANSCONTINENTAL RATE USAGE FROM SAN DIEGO.
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San Francisco County

669 * (San Francisco) San Francisco April 9, bold black manuscript postmark with matching “40” rate on bluish folded letter to
New York; letter datelined “U.S.S. St. Marys’  Monday April 9 1849” and reads, in part, “…I dare say you have already
heard flaming accounts of this wonderful gold region…it is not to think of emigrating to California as it is already very thickly
peopled and I am confident that in the course of two or three months it will be completely overcrowded…the county is really in
a dreadful state. There being no kind of government at the mines murders are daily committed for the sake of very trifling
articles…I have been once flogged and it so discouraged me that I should have run away but that I was afraid of the
second…Edward Meeks, Direct your letter as follows Edwd Meeks U.S. Ship St. Marys Pacific Squadron”; very light
oxidation of the bluish paper in a few places, still Extremely Fine and choice, Pictured in Letters of Gold as the frontispiece of
this important work of Western Postal History.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN SAN FRANCISCO MANUSCRIPT COVERS.

The March, 2015 issue of Western Express contained an article by Rick Mingee regarding the San Francisco provisional
postal markings of 1849 (manuscripts and straight line handstamps). The Mingee census records a total of nine manuscripts
(one from March 15, four from April 9, one from April 17, one from May 1, and two from June 20). The example presented here
(SF MS5 per the Mingee census) has not been on the market in decades and is likely the finest known example.
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670 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, straight line postmark (SAF-220) with magenta manuscript “June 20” date and matching
“40” on buff cover to Quakertown N.J., Extremely Fine, Exhibition Quality in all respects., ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A RARE FIRST DAY OF USAGE OF THE SAN FRANCISCO STRAIGHT LINE HANDSTAMP, ONE OF ONLY EIGHT
FROM THE FIRST CONTRACT SAILING OF THE PMSS PANAMA.

The San Francisco straight line postmark was used only on mail dispatched on the third, fourth, and fifth contract sailings
from San Francisco to Panama in 1849. It was used on some mail dispatched on the first departure of the S.S. “Panama” on
June 20 (including this folded letter), all mail dispatched on the second departure of the S.S. “Oregon” on July 2, and some
mail dispatched on the second departure of the S.S. “California” on August 1. The straight line postmark was preceded by
manuscript postmarks and succeeded by cds postmarks.
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671 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, June 20, clear straightline postmark with magenta “June 20” date and matching manuscript
“40” rating at top right on cover to Philadelphia, carried by PMSS Panama from San Francisco to Panama, arriving Oct. 20th,
then US Mail S.S. Co. to NY and then on to Philadelphia; minor toned spots, Very Fine, ex-Nathan & Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A RARE FIRST DAY OF USAGE OF THE SAN FRANCISCO STRAIGHT LINE HANDSTAMP, ONE OF ONLY EIGHT
FROM THE FIRST CONTRACT SAILING OF THE PMSS PANAMA.

The San Francisco straight line postmark was used only on mail dispatched on the third, fourth, and fifth contract sailings
from San Francisco to Panama in 1849. It was used on some mail dispatched on the first departure of the S.S. “Panama” on
June 20 (including this cover), all mail dispatched on the second departure of the S.S. “Oregon” on July 2, and some mail
dispatched on the second departure of the S.S. “California” on August 1. The straight line postmark was preceded by
manuscript postmarks and succeeded by cds postmarks.

672 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Sep 1, clear black cds (Williams SAF-260) and manuscript magenta “40” rate, with
manuscript directive “Pr Steamer Panama 1st Sept” on 1849 folded letter (no contents) to Boston; a couple of file folds, small
tear at top, Very Fine, ex-Nathan.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

77

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History



673 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal., Dec 1 (1849), cds with boxed “80” rate  handstamp on cover to Augusta, Georgia with
enclosed eight-page letter datelined “Post Near Benicia Cala Nov 27th, 1849” which reads in part…I left this Post on the 2nd
of August and proceeded to Sacramento City the rendeyvous, where the whole escort consisting of four officers including an
assistant surgeon and 80 rank and file were to assemble. I do not include in this enumeration the engineer officers and their
party. From this point we proceeded up the valley of the Sacramento River. In less than a week after the commencement of the
march our command was reduced nearly one half by sickness, the sick being sent back to Major Kingsbury’s camp about three
miles below Sacramento City. We reached Lasseu’s Ranche about 200 miles above the mouth of the river in about ten or twelve 
days, then it was determined that I should mount fourteen men and accompany the engineer officers as an escort, the whole
escort having been found to be too unwieldy for the long and rapid marches which would be unavoidable in order to
accomplish the object of the expedition…I will not follow the expedition party farther than to state that Capt. Warner and three
of his men were shot by a party of Indians in ambush, the rest of the party running away without fireing a shot or bring off the
dead…The expedition totally failed in fulfulling the object for which it was sent out…I will now give you some idea of the
appearance of this glorious part of the world or as much of it as I have seen. Monterey is decidedly the most pleasant town that I 
have seen both on account of its climate the relative cheapness of the necessaries of life and nature of the country around there
is more timber an article very scarce in the settled parts of California, in the vicinity of Monterrey than in the vicinity of any
other town in the country…(I) have recently herd of the death of Lieut. Thorn. He was drowned in Colorado near eastern
boundry of California. His death promotes me to a 1st Lieutenancy. A part of a printed price quotation was affixed over this last
portion of the letter with 6 red wax seals., Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A RARE AND EARLY CALIFORNIA LETTER WITH MILITARY CONTENT WRITTEN BY WILLIAM M. GARDNER 
WHO WAS STATIONED AT BENICIA BARRACKS.

Lieutenant Gardner was stationed at Benicia, and in 1849 was in command of a small detachment to escort Captain Warner,
United States Engineer, to explore the country for a practicable railroad route through the mountains. On entering the
mountains, they were attacked by the Indians, who killed Warner and several others, also wounded several. The engineer
being killed, the expedition was abandoned and the survivors returned to Benicia, where Lieutenant Gardner served as a
company officer.

Benicia Barracks (1849-1898) - Established as the Post near Benicia in 1849 during the California Gold Rush by Captain
(Bvt. Lt. Colonel) Silas Casey, 2nd U.S. Infantry and named after the nearby town of Benicia. Renamed Benicia Barracks in
1852 by General Order #6, Division of the Pacific. Please visit our website for additional images.

674 * (San Francisco) Lot of Three Covers with 80¢ Rates, three 1850 covers: two (SAF-270) in red with “80” integral rate, one in 
black with matching “80” rate handstamp, one with expertly mended tear, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.

675 (* ) (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. June 1, 40/80, large red cds with integral “80” overstamped with large red “40”  and
matching “Paid” handstamp on cover front to Boston, accompanied by original enclosure datelined “May 10, 1850” from J.B.
Moore, postmaster, to “Madam” telling of her brother, Edward, losing his life in Mexico, etc., Very Fine, a very unusual and
rare rerated integral “80” rate postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.
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676 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, 1 July [1850] 40, light orange-red integral rate cds with matching straight line “PAID” on
bluish folded letter to Rochdale, England, “via New York” manuscript endorsement, no New York transit marking evident,
red tombstone “Paid In America Liverpool 26 Aug 50” handstamp upon arrival to England and backstamp partial green
“Rochdale Au 27 1850 A”; letter datelined “July 1st 1850 Antelope California” reading, in part, “…Since that letter on the
14th inst, the town was again visited with awful flames which swept away thousands on thousands worth of property…men
who went to bed at night worth their 60 or 70 thousand dollars…next noon, they would be beggars…The Antelope is doing no
good just now, there are so many store ships…every day brings forth new discoveries in gold mines…I should take the
Antelope hence to Sidney & from thence to England leaving this about 25h Decr…”; although not rated as such, the total rate
for a letter to England would have been 59¢ (16¢ Atlantic sea postage, 40¢ US internal postage from California to NY, and 3¢
British internal postage); three vertical file folds with light wear, one through the Liverpool receipt marking, Fine, included is
hand written letter by Mel Nathan with a rate breakdown, who surmises the full 59¢ rate was paid by the sender, this cover is the 
subject of an article written for Stamps Magazine (Nov. 11, 1972) by Dr. Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s “California” departed San Francisco July 1, 1850, arriving into Panama Jul 20, six
days crossing the isthmus, this cover then went aboard the US Mail Steamship Company’s “Georgia” which departed
Chagres July 26, 1850, arriving into New York August 7. The Cunard Line’s “Canada” then carried it from New York (Aug 14
departure) to Liverpool (arrival Aug 26) where the “Paid in American Liverpool 26 Aug 50” red handstamp was applied.

677 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Oct 11, large red cds with “12½” matching rate handstamp on folded outer lettersheet to
Comptroller in San Jose, docketing on flap “Oct 11th AD 1850”, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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678 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Oct 15, red-orange cds with matching “PAID” and italic font “59” rate marking (40¢ to
NY from California, 16¢ trans-Atlantic postage to England, and 3¢ internal British postage) on bluish folded letter to
England with additional markings “59” pencil, numerous marking including red New York “19” credit handstamp, red
“America Liverpool PAID Dec 11 1850” handstamp and “PAID YD 12 De 12 1850” arrival marking to Surry, England; letter
datelined “San Francisco Oct 15 1850” with mostly personal contents from a brother writing to his sister back in England; edge
wear with some internal repairs including replacement/backing of a large portion of one of the flaps, attractive Very Fine
appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

A VERY RARE COVER SHOWING THE NUMERAL 59 RATE HANDSTAMP.

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s “Carolina” left San Francisco Oct 15, 1850 and arrived into Panama Nov 3, 1850.
After seven days transit of the isthmus, this cover was placed on the Empire City’s “Crescent City” at Chagres on Nov 10, 1850 
and arrived into New York Nov 21. There was no departure from New York to Liverpool for the foreseeable future, to the cover
left Boston Nov 27 on the Cunard Line’s “Cambria”, arriving into Liverpool Dec 11, 1850.

679 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. 15 Dec, nicely struck red cds (SAF-280) with matching “40” rate handstamp on neat
blue cover to New York, with manuscript directive “Steamer California”, Extremely Fine, very nice clean cover. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

680 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Apr 1, light partly readable red-orange cds with matching “80” handstamp on folded
business letter to Boston, manuscript directive [Steamer] “Tennessee”, below “80” rate handstamp is pencil notation “Due 80 / 
1.60” for quadruple 40¢ rate cover, letter datelined “March 31, 1851”, some minor wrinkling & small tape stain at top,
F.-V.F., a very scarce rate cover. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

681 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Jul 1, black cds with matching italic “10” rate handstamp on cover to Mass., pencil
notation on front “From my very dear husband 1851”, if accurate this would be the first day of the new reduced 10 cent rate,
minor corner wear, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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682 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. 16 Nov, black cds tying two 3¢ 1851 issue imperforate adhesives on cover to Ohio, with
blue embossed corner card of merchant “Dow & Co., Dealer in Dry Goods, etc., San Francisco”; cover with edge wear, small
hole at “O” of “Co.”, overall, Very Fine appearance, a scarce California cameo advertising corner card.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

683 * (San Francisco) San Francisco Cal. 1 Jul, red-orange cds with matching “PAID” and “5” handstamps (short-lived circular
rate) on folded prices current lettersheet also providing ship arrival and departure schedule (four pages, three of which are the
printed text, etc.) with “pr Columbia” (steamer) to Boston, datelined “San Francisco June 30th 1852”; accompanied by an
October, 1966 article from Western Express by Dr. Polland, documenting the rarity of this cover, Extremely Fine and choice
in pristine condition. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF ONLY FOUR RECORDED STAMPLESS EXAMPLES OF THE PREPAID 5¢ PRINTED MATTER RATE FOR
OVER 3,500 MILES. THIS MAY BE THE ONLY EXAMPLE IN RED.

684 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal 1 Sep [1852], bold black cds tying horizontal pair of 1851 3¢ orange brown (10A, four
margins) to buff cover addressed to Massachusetts, sender’s directive at left “Per Steamer California”; the California was the 
first Pacific Mail Steamship Company ship to sail from Panama with contract mail on Jan 31, 1849; minor backflap damage,
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

685 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. 15 Sep / 3 Paid, mostly clear red-orange cds (SAF-460) on “Prospecting Miners”,
blue illustrated cameo design showing Miners at Riverside Scene with One Panning for Gold, cover to Santa Clara;
enclosed letter datelined “Sept 14, 1853” reads in part, “The Boat is going out on Friday and it is a very busy time always just
before sailing of the Steamers”, minor edge wear, Very Fine, very rare with only six recorded in Kutz.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000
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686 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. 16 Aug, cds (SAF-420) tying 1851, 12¢ Black, Diagonal Bisect (17a), upper right
portion of stamp with wide right margin, in at top, on cover to New Bedford, Mass., Extremely Fine and choice; with 1961
P.F. certificate.
Scott No. 17a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,500 - 2,000

AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE WHICH WAS ACCEPTED BY BOTH THE SENDING AND RECEIVING POST
OFFICES.

During the period from 1853 to April 1855, bisected 1851 12¢ stamps were used on mail from San Francisco to prepay the 6¢
over 3,000 miles rate to the east coast. Upon arrival in New York, the bisects were either accepted or rejected. In this case, the
New York office accepted the bisect.

687 * (San Francisco) “Way”, clear strike of large double oval handstamp and bold “10” steamship rating on incoming 1857 folded
cover docketed from Havana, Cuba with manuscript “pr. Granada” steamer endorsement, internal docketing shows received
31 July 1857, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

688 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Sep 5, 1857, cds ties 1857 10¢ green, type III (33) on cover to Pittsburg, Pa., cover with 
large blue oval handstamp corner card of “R.E. Raimond, General Shipping and Commission Merchant, 105 Front St.,
Near Washington, San Francisco”, showing illustrated sailing ship at center, slight edge wear and a few minor tears, flap
torn, Very Fine appearance, one of the few Raimond corner card covers to the East coast.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

689 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. FREE Dec 20 [1858], slightly blurred black cds on cover addressed to “Hon J.W.
Denver, Commissioner of Indians, Washington, D.C.”; original enclosure datelined “San Francisco Dec 20th 2 Oclk P.M.
(1858)” and reads, in part “…Since mailing my letter of this morning I accidentally learned that Mr. Thompson disposed to
appoint Frank Denver as Superintendent of Indians in California…I wish further to be understood as Saying that you can be
anything you please in this state…I know what I am saylng. I stand in a position to concentrate the Douglas strength on
you…you can make the U. States Senator…J.M. Estill”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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690 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal. Oct 26, 1861, black double circle postmark with matching “Ship” and “12” handstamps
on small cover to New York; three-page letter enclosed datelined “Ship Ocean, Sept 28 1861, Patia, Peru S.A.”, newsy
letter from crew member to his mother, Very Fine and scarce usage on incoming cover from Peru, the Ship Ocean was a
whaling vessel.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

691 * (San Francisco) San Francisco, Cal Jul 27 with “PURSER”, black double circle datestamp and matching straight-line
“PURSER” with “Due 7”, target cancel on 1864-65 3¢ pink on buff entire (U59) to Oroville, Butte Co., California; original
enclosure datelined “Steamer Moses Taylor, June 30th, 1867” lengthy pencil written letter; cover wear & edge tears, flap torn, 
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

This marking is known on incoming ship letters from 1865 to 1867, which were subject to a 10¢ blanket rate applicable to mail
from countries with which the United States had no postal treaty arrangements.

692 * (San Francisco) WAY, bold straight line handstamp on 1864-65 3¢ entire to San Francisco and cancelled with segmented
cork, docketed “Sacramento City, June 17, 1868”, Very Fine and a very rare Way marking. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

693 * (San Francisco) San Francisco Balance Lot, Eight covers: 1.) buff cover with vertical strip of three 1851 3¢ adhesives and
“Due 5” handstamps, 2.) 1853 stampless folded letter, Aug 1, with “Paid 12” handstamp, 3.) blue cds with arced “Paid 6”
handstamp, 4.) Aug 12, 1858 cds with “Drop 1 ct” in circle handstamp, 5.) double circle postmark tying 1857 10¢ green on
cover with “from Camp Alert” manuscript  at left, 6.) Dec 29, 1869 cds with “Missent to San Francisco” straight line on
cover from Vermont to U.S. Senator in Washington, D.C., 7.) Oct 17, 1896 cover to Honolulu with illustrated Russ House
corner card and “Too Late” in oval handstamp, 8.) Feb 23 double circle postmark with cogwheel killer on 1860’s stampless
cover with black “Purser” handstamp; nice group, condition a little mixed as to be expected, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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San Joaquin County

694 * (San Joaquin) Knight’s Ferry, California, red straight line postmark (SAJ-1150) with “Sept 29th” manuscript date on cover 
to Vermont with manuscript “10” rate marking; cover with edge wear and toning, F.-V.F., one of California’s rarest straight
line postmarks. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

695 * (San Joaquin) Knight’s Ferry, California, black straight line postmark (SAJ-1150) with “28 Mch” manuscript date on
cover to Vermont, franked with two 3¢ 1851 issue pen canceled adhesives, forwarded with blue “Irasburgh, Vt Apr 27” cds &
“Paid 3” in circle to Northfield, internal silking & cover flaws, lovely Very Fine appearance, a very rare California straight
line postmark.
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

696 * (San Joaquin) Stockton, Cal. Nov 29, bold blue cds (SAJ-2310) with matching handstamps “PAID” and “40” on neat buff
cover to Fulton, Missouri, excellent condition for this cover; second cover from the same correspondence going the other way
with indistinct postmark of “Fulton, Mo. Feb 2” and handstamped “5” rate crossed with manuscript “40” rate added, addressed
to N. K. Grove, Stockton, Upper California, with latter cover stained on verso only, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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697 * (San Joaquin) Stockton, Cal. Apr 8 40, black integral datestamp with manuscript “40” integral rate on folded letter datelined
“Maryposa, California gold mines April the 4 / 50” with details of trip to California, cost of provisions, mining activity, the
letter reads in part, “…I will now give you the history of our journey…We came to Council Bluffs on the Missouri River a
distance of 260 miles, there we organized a company of 40 wagons, we travel together to Fort Laramie 500 miles, there the
company split in a in small companies on the account of fead (food), we had the best of feed to Fort Laramie, it was a very short
distance to Salt Lake, a distance of 530 but we got there very well and had a good journey. We left home May the 8 and arrived
on at the Salt Lake August the 17, the Mormon settlement. The Mormons used us very kindly, they told us we were too late in the
season to go north route, the fead was very scarce and we would be caught in the snow.We thought of wintering there, but a
company of 100 wagons made-up to go South on what is called the Spanish Trail and come out at Williams ranch and then
travel north again on the coast of San Francisco, but about 30 wagons of us left the Spanish trail and traveled west to save 400
miles travel and come to Walkers pass, through the Sierra Nevada mountains but we had nothing but a desert to travel through
and mountains. We lost all of our oxen wagons and everything we had except what we took on our backs…we left about 50 men
women and children there was four families. We traveled about 400 miles and came to these mines and the miners made-up
provisions and sent back after them, they got all through except four men died. We was 30 days from the time we left our oxen
until we came here. We lived on acorns and what we could get from the Indians. The Indians were very friendly, about 15 days
the most of us got so weak we could scarcely travel but after a journey of 2000 miles travel we arrived in good health. We got
here the 1st of February…I will now give you a description of the mines, there is no stealing or robbing but a good deal of
gambling and drinking, the most of the miners have not made more than their board this winter, there’s been a good deal of
rain but not much snow. Provisions is very dear…a rocker to wash gold $30 to $50…some miners made from $8 to $30 a day,
while others do not more than make their board…The largest piece of gold that I’ve seen was 17 ounces. I have heard of 25
pound lumps and have seen rock with gold through it weighing from one to one hundred pounds but they are scarce. Small
pieces from one to five pounds will sell for their weight but I’m not lucky enough to find them…”, the letter goes on to tell of
farming & ranching in California, Very Fine and an outstanding letter, this correspondence was the subject of an article by
Dr. Milgram in the April, 1988 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

From the Worden correspondence to New York (see the Oregon Territorial covers from this historic correspondence).
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698 * (San Joaquin) Stockton, Cal Jun 13 [1851], fine blue cds with matching “80” in oval double-rate buff cover to Vermont, with 
original enclosure datelined “Coyote Flat April 24, 1851” reading, in part, “…after having removed from Stockton and settled
in the mining districts in the mountains, I hasten to inform you of my whereabouts. I am at, or very near, the diggings called
Coyote Flat, distant from Stockton about 75 miles…We have also started a four mule team hauling goods to the mines,
therefore it costs us nothing for freight except the expenses of the team…I am within ten miles of Woods Diggings…”, missing
part of backflap, Very Fine, a scarce 80¢ double rate use., ex-Haas.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

699 * (San Joaquin) Stockton, Cal. Correspondence (1853-54), lot of eight covers/folded letters all addressed to William Wallace 
in Richmond, Va., all but one postmarked with Stockton, Cal cds’s, one postmarked San Francisco, with “10”, “20” or “30”
cent rate handstamps, most with arrival docketing, F.-V.F., an interesting group. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

700 * (San Joaquin) Stockton, Cal. Sep 15, black cds with matching “Paid 12” in circle handstamp on cover to Groton, Vermont,
Very Fine, a nice cover illustrating prepayment of double 6¢ transcontinental rate, ex-Polland.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

701 * (San Joaquin) Stockton Cal. Aug 30, partial cds ties 1857 1¢ Blue, type V (24, small defects) on circular rate folded letter
to North Danville, Vermont; enclosed circular has two pages touting the “Stockton Female Seminary” noting that its sixth
session will begin September 10th, 1860, with large illustration of the Seminary building; second page has details of the
courses, etc.; light cover wrinkles, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

AN ATTRACTIVE AND RARE TRANS-CONTINENTAL PRINTED MATTER USE.

Please visit our website for additional images.

702 * (Sierra) Downieville, Cal. Feb. 15, 1859, cds’s on buff cover to Boston franked with 1857 10¢ green, type III (33) tied by
fancy star in circle with hollow center, Very Fine, this is featured in an article written by Dr. Milgram in Western Express (Dec. 
2000).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

A LOVELY CALIFORNIA FANCY CANCEL WITH ONLY TWO RECORDED EXAMPLES OF THE HOLLOW STAR.

The are six different type Star cancels used from Downieville. This is the first type and the rarest of all, thought to be only two
known examples.
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703 * (Sierra) Downieville, Cal., May 1, 1862, cds (SIE-290) on cover to Kenosha, Wis.; double the 10¢ rate cover franked with six
examples of 1861 3¢ rose adhesive and two 1861 1¢ adhesives, all socked-on-the-nose with fancy Star handstamp; two 3¢
adhesives with small defect, cover with minor corner wear at left, Very Fine and attractive, A striking combination of stamps
and star killers on a double-rate cover.
Scott No. 63 + 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

704 * (Sierra) Forest City, Cal. Nov 1, light partial cds (SIE-560) on cover to Michigan with Red and Blue Patriotic Flag design,
franked with three 3¢ rose 1861 issue and one 1¢ blue 1861 issue (natural straight edge left) stamps making up the 10¢ rate,
each neatly pen canceled on the nose; Williams notes that this type postmark was used from Jan 2, 1858 to Apr 16, 1862,
possibly dating this cover to 1861; light edge wear and couple perf flaws, F.-V.F., A very scarce example of a patriotic cover
used from California.
Scott No. 63, 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

705 * (Sierra) Goodyears Bar, Cal. Feb 6, red cds with embossed red cameo design “The Grizley”  on cover franked with 1851
3¢ dull red with pen cancel, addressed to Sacramento; minor deterioration at upper left & slightly reduced at right, also
included is blue embossed cameo corner card (cut only) of “Miners”, Fine, cover thought to be the only known example., the 
cover is ex-Salzer & Vogel.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Cover illustrated in color in Coburn’s “Letters of Gold” (page 232). The grizzly bear is the official California state animal and 
is featured on the California State Flag, which was adopted in 1911. The grizzly bear first appeared on the banner raised over
Sonoma during the Bear Flag Revolt against Mexican rule in June of 1846. The original Bear Flag was lost in the fire that
followed the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. These two items were in an article written by Dr. Milgram in the Western
Express (March 2013).

This cover realized $1900 hammer in our Sale #37 (April, 2010, Lot #132).
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706 * (Siskiyou) Callahans Ranch Cal May 28, manuscript postmark (SIS-580) with manuscript “Paid 10¢” at right on buff cover
to East Chester, N.Y., this cover likely ca. 1859, Very Fine, a rare manuscript Ranch postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The town was named for M. B. Callahan who built a store at the location in 1851 as a supply point for the mines. On Feb 15,
1858 a post office was established as Callahan’s Ranch.

707 * (Solano) Benicia, Cal. Dec 29, bold strike of black two-line handstamp with manuscript “40” rate with “Charges PMC” on
blue folded letter to Connecticut with dateline “Nappa City Dec 18th 1849” reads, in part, “…I am now in California and god
help the man that ever started for this place…All I have to say about it is that if I was in the states and was making twenty five
cents A day I would stay their…the gold is here but nine men out of ten get sick when they go in to mines, if I could keep my
health in the mines I could make a fortune…T.G. Hammond,”; minor discoloration, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

THIS PROVISIONAL HANDSTAMP WAS USED FOR 6 MONTHS UNTIL THE FIRST CDS ARRIVED BY MAY 1850.
ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN AND THE EARLIEST DATE RECORDED IN WILLIAM’S BOOK.

It is interesting to note that this early strike shows the outer portion of the device handstamp. We are aware of two others
examples of this rare California straight line postmark, one of which is in red.
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708 * (Trinity) Lewiston, Cal., June 12th, manuscript postmark (TRI-1410) and matching manuscript “Paid 10” rate on buff cover
to South Royalston, Mass; trivial backflap tear, Very Fine, one of only two examples reported of this manuscript postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

709 * (Trinity) Weaverville, Cal., Feby 20, fancy oval postmark with manuscript date (TRI-2020) on cover to Dudley, Mass.,
franked with 1851, 3¢ dull red, pair (11) tied by large oval waffle grid cancel used specifically to cancel pairs of 3¢ adhesives;
minor corner wear, Very Fine and attractive, ex-Tatham.
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

710 * (Trinity) Weaverville, Cal., Dec 12, fancy oval postmark with manuscript date (Williams TRI-2020) on cover to “Jeff City
Mo” with handstamp “PAID” and “6”, manuscript directive “Mail direct Via New York”, pencil notations indicate 1854
usage, Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Tuolumne County

711 * (Tuolumne) Columbia, Cal. Apr 11/ 53, straight line postmark with manuscript date (TUO-390) and matching circle “10”
rating handstamp on buff cover to Mass, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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712 * (Tuolumne) Columbia, Cal. Feb 10/ 53, straight line postmark with manuscript date (TUO-390) and matching circled “PAID 
6” rating handstamp on blue folded letter to Maine; datelined “Vine Springs Ranch Jany 24th 1853” on three-page newsy
letter, Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

713 * (Tuolumne) Columbia, Cal., Oct 13th, straight line postmark with manuscript date (TUO-410) on buff cover to Bath, Me.,
matching “10” in circle rate handstamp; couple tiny edge tears, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

714 * (Tuolumne) Columbia, Cal., Nov 25, straight line postmark with manuscript date (TUO-410) on buff cover to Center Sidney, 
Maine., matching “10” rate handstamp; minor wear and a couple small tears, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

715 * (Tuolumne) Don Pedros Bar, Cal., Novem 29, manuscript postmark (TUO-640) on cover to Suisun City, Cala, franked with
manuscript canceled 1857, 3¢ dull red single; enclosed four-page letter is worthy of transcription, as it contains much of the
goings-on of the area including “perhaps it will become abandoned like Pleasant Valley after a while or become a China Town
as there are a great many here”; minor edgewear due to thick letter, one small stain near manuscript marking, Very Fine and
scarce. 
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300
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716 * (Tuolumne) Sonora, California, Apr 24 1852, terrific blue straight line postmark (TUO-1340) with “10” in circle rate mark
on cover to Sidney, Maine, trivial edge wear, Extremely Fine for this rare straight line postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

717 * (Tuolumne) Sonora, Cal. Feb 3 and Feb 19, pair of folded business letters each with Sonora, Cal cds (TUO-1380): Feb 3
(1853) with two 3¢ 1851 issue imperf stamps with multiple strikes of indistinct numeral “5” negative handstamps, second with
Feb 19 (1853) cds (TUO-1380) with one 3¢ 1851 issue stamp tied by “5” in circle handstamp, Very Fine, a very nice pair of
covers.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

718 * (Tuolumne) Sonora, Cal. Jan 24 and Feb 17, pair of buff covers with cds (TUO-1380) to Vallejo; first with negative “5” rate
marking, second with “5” in circle handstamp; both covers with minor edge wear, second cover with light staining at upper left, 
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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719 * (Tuolumne) Springfield, Cal. May 18th, manuscript postmark with handstamp “PAID 10” on buff cover to Homer, N.Y.,
small sealed tear at top, still Extremely Fine, unlisted in Williams, likely unique.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

720 * (Tuolumne) Wood’s Diggings, Cal. June 1/’52, manuscript postmark on cover to San Francisco with matching “Paid 3”
manuscript rate, included is original enclosure, cover with some light edge wear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Yuba County

721 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Paid By Stamps, clear blue cds (YUB-870) on two fresh 1855, 10¢ Nesbitt entires; one canceled
by wide blue waffle grid handstamp and other by normal waffle grid handstamp, Very Fine, an attractive duo. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

722 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Paid By Stamps, Feb 4, cds in blue (YUB-870) with matching shaded star killer tying 1857 10¢
green, type III (33) to New York; both left-side corners with small repairs, otherwise Very Fine, ex-Haas & Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

723 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Paid By Stamps, three examples of the blue cds (YUB-870): first is franked with 10¢ 1851 issue
imperf  tied by fancy geometric, second is 3¢ 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire additionally franked with 1851 3¢ imperf, and last is
10¢ Nesbitt entire to Vermont; some condition issues, Fine, a nice trio of the “Marysville Paid By Stamps” covers.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.

724 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Oct 29 / 40, black integral rate cds (YUB-810) on stampless cover with “PAID” in italic handstamp
to Ohio, notation at lower left “per Steamer of 1st Nov” (1850 usage based on range of dates in Williams’ book), Very Fine
and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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725 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal. June 30 / 80, cds (YUB-800) with integral rate on cover to Rushville, Illinois, also manuscript
“Paid” and “80 cts” endorsements with “Paid” deleted, undated but necessarily an 1851 use given the postmark type and rate;
cover restored with lining added, mended tear affecting postmark, lovely Very Fine appearance, the only recorded example
of this postmark type showing the 80¢ double rate., ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The cover was sent on the last day of the “40” rate period.

726 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., two covers with large blue cds (YUB-830); one on 1852 folded cover (letter from emigrant to his
parents with usual talk of hard times) franked with vert. pair of 1851 3¢ orange brown (10, Gash on Shoulder var.) tied by
blue April 28 cds with matching “Paid 6” in oval, second cover (some wear) is similar but franked with 1851 3¢ dull red (11)
horiz. pair, F.-V.F., the Orange Brown cover is quite nice.
Scott No. 10, 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

727 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal. Paid By Stamps, Aug X, light but mostly readable handstamp (YUB-870) with shaded star killer
tying 1857 10¢ green, Type IV (Scott 34) on cover to Providence, R.I.; two repaired tears along top edge of cover, F.-V.F., a
rare stamp tied on cover by this fancy cancel.
Scott No. 34; $2,100 for off cover. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

728 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Jan 19, bold blue cds (YUB-890) with near perfect strike of “Poker Hand” fancy killer  on 10¢
Nesbitt entire to Lockport, New York; neat backflap tear, Extremely Fine and choice, a beautiful example of this scarce
so-called “Poker Hand” killer.
Scott No. U16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

729 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal. Paid By Stamps, Mar 4, bold strike of blue cds (YUB-870) with segmented waffle type grid on
cover to Maine, franked with horizontal strip of three 3¢ 1851 issue and one 1¢ 1851 issue imperforate adhesives, making up 
the 10¢ rate; reduced at left slightly, Extremely Fine, a wonderful cover with eye appeal.
Scott No. 9, 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600
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730 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal., Oct 4 / 15, integral rate handstamp in blue (similar to Williams’ YUB-840, but unlisted with “15”
integral rate) on buff cover to Canada West, red manuscript under cds “15 Unpaid” with manuscript at right “Oroville Sep
27/55”, with “U.States” handstamp and manuscript “9”credit marking; some cover wear, F.-V.F., unlisted in Williams and
likely unique example of this “15” integral rate handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

731 * (Yuba) Marysville, Cal. May 31 [1855] 15 Paid, red integral rate cds (Williams YUB-910) with manuscript “30” rate over
the “15”  in for double West Coast rate on yellow cover to Canada West, additional manuscript at upper right “15 Paid”
overwritten manuscript “30¢” with Marysville’s red “Paid” handstamp alongside, along side is exchange handstamp “United
States Paid 6d” with “6d” crossed and corrected to with manuscript “1/6” (one shilling, six pence) showing payment of
Canadian postage; with original enclosure datelined “Lynchburg, Friday, May 25th 1855”, very lengthy (double rate)
enclosure with excellent content regarding mining activities which mentions enclosing a gold specimen and a gold 25¢
piece, business, etc.; backstamps of St. Catherines Jun 27 1855 and Crowland U.C. 28 Jun 55, cover with some professional
restoration which is hard to detect, lovely Very Fine appearance, ex-Walske.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

732 * (Yuba) Oregon House, Cal., black manuscript postmark on yellow cover to Pennsylvania, franked with manuscript cancelled 
1861 green (68, small defects), with original contents datelined “Oregon House, Yuba Co., Cal. October 27, 1862” and reads,
in part, “…Washoe is going to be one of the richest parts to the U.S. They will take out twenty million dollars of Gold & silver
this year…J.H. Atchison went there over three years ago and made one hundred thousand dollars clear…We have to pay some
more for certain kinds of goods now that formerly, otherwise we would never know that war was raging in the Eastern States.
Everything is peaceable and quiet here this state is strong union. We beat the Secessionists more than three to one this fall at
the Election. Cal. is anxious to raise a regimen or a half a dozen of them to fight the rebels. This state raised five regiments last
fall to garrison the Forts on this coast. About 1500 of them went to Texas. They went overland and have cleaned out the rebels
clear to the western bounds of Texas. Oregon and Nevada territory have also voted strong union, so you see there is no danger
on this side. The only danger we fear is a foreign war…if it was not for the Privateers on the Ocean I would come…If I hear the
rebel privateer “Alabama” is captured I think it is likely I will come…Orrin Stewart”, Very Fine, a great letter and a rare
manuscript California postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

733 * California Town Postmarks, small lot of eleven covers with various California towns including San Francisco, Marysville,
Campo, Sacramento City, Whiteboro, Borden, Yuba City, etc., Fine, mixed condition, worth inspection.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.
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Western Mail Routes

Chorpenning Route

734 * Carson Valley, U.T. Mar 10 [1859], black cds with pen strokes canceling 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire (U16) to Miss Lydia B.
Brown, Middletown, in the care of Pardon Brown, R.I., with manuscript route directive at lower left “(via the way San
Francisco)”; photocopy (not original) of enclosure included datelined “Steamboat Valley March 7/59”; carried by Snowshoe
Thompson over the Sierras to California, thence by steamers and the isthmus of Panama to the east coast, flap torn, Very
Fine. 
Scott No. U16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $750 - 1,000

A RARE “SNOWSHOE THOMPSON” CARRIED COVER ON THE CHORPENNING ROUTE FROM CARSON
VALLEY TO PLACERVILLE.

The Pardon Brown correspondence is noted for several covers carried by Snowshoe Thompson’s express from Carson Valley
to Placerville during the winters of 1857-58 and 1858-1859. This cover would have been carried by Thompson from the
Carson Valley post office in his role as a Chorpenning’s sub-contractor for the mails, from Carson Valley to Placerville. See
the article “Across the Sierra Nevada Mountains by Snow-Shoe” by Risvold and Frajola in Chronicle 215 (Aug. 2007, p.
201-211).
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735 * Per Overland Mail Via Placerville and Salt Lake, Hurrah! But We Must Have the [Pointing Hand to Train] , illustrated
propaganda design (D’Alessandris Type B-3) on light yellow cover franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65, well centered, corner
defect) tied by double circle “Camptonville, Cal. Feb 18, 1864” postmark to Skowhegan, Maine; slight reduction at left just
into design, F.-V.F., ex-Knapp and Baker, last sold in the April, 1978 Siegel Sale #526 (Lot #45) where it realized $4250
hammer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

A NICE EXAMPLE OF THIS EXCEEDINGLY RARE WESTERN RAILROAD PROPAGANDA DESIGN WITH THE
CHORPENNING ROUTE DESIGNATION.

Eight examples of this railroad propaganda design are known (per the D’Alessandris census data in the Sept, 2016 and June,
2020 issues of Western Express) with the “Via Placerville and Salt Lake” Chorpenning Route designation. The same design is
more common with the “Via Los Angeles” Butterfield Route designation.

Via Los Angeles

736 * Overland Mail Via Los Angeles, group of three covers, first with manuscript sender’s endorsement at upper left of first cover
in lot on 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt cover with legible postmark “San Francisco, Cal Nov 1, 1858” written by Edwin Stanton
(Secretary of War under Lincoln) to his wife in Washington DC; second nearly identical cover (same address, hand, etc.)
postmarked “Sep 6, 1858” but without routing endorsement; third cover is very tattered illustrated “Overland Mail Stage Via
Los Angeles” cover to Mass but with upper right corner torn away; first and second covers sound, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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737 * Overland, San Francisco Via Los Angeles - U.S. Mail, illustrated Four-Horse Stagecoach woodblock design
(D’Alessandris Type J-1) on cover to Brooklyn, N.Y., franked with 1857 10¢ green, type II (32) tied by “San Francisco, Cal.,
May 6, 1859” cds; small filing pinholes at right including one through stamp, Very Fine, a lovely illustrated cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

The December, 2022 issue of Western Express contained a comprehensive article and census by David D’Alessandris on the
“Overland Mail Illustrated Stagecoach Covers”. In that census, 23 examples of the Type J-1 design are recorded.

738 * Per Overland Mail Stage, Via Los Angeles. in Hope of the [train Illustration], printed propaganda design (D’Alessandris 
Type A-4) on light yellow cover with black cds “San Francisco, Cal. Aug 26, 1859” tying 1857 10¢ green Type III (#33, tiny
margin flaw), slight reduction at right, opened on two sides, Very Fine, a very rare design with only four reported in the
D’Alessandris census data., realized $1500 in 1987 Siegel Rarities Sale #679 (lot #160).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF THE RAREST TYPES OF RAILROAD PROPAGANDA COVERS.

Two articles by David D’Alessandris in the Sept, 2015 and June, 2020 issues of Western Express catalogued and provided a
comprehensive census of the Railroad Propaganda Covers.
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739 * Overland Mail, Via Los Angeles, illustrated Four-Horse Stagecoach design (D’Alessandris Type I-3) on cover to Tauton,
Mass, franked with 1857 10¢ green Type V (35) tied by “San Francisco, Cal Dec 19, 1859” black cds; cover cleaned and sealed
tear under adhesive at top right & top left, Very Fine appearance, one of only four examples of this Type I-3 design recorded
in the D’Alessandris census.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

740 * “Per Overland Mail Via Los Angeles”, illustrated Four-Horse Stagecoach design with printer’s identifier “Geo. H. Bell,
Stationer, 153 Montgomery St., San Francisco” beneath design on yellow cover to Maine, postmarked 1857 10¢ green type V
(35, small defect) tied by bold “Columbia, Cal Aug 2, 1860” black cds, reduced irregularly at left, F.-V.F., David
D’Alessandris’ provided a census of known illustrated stagecoach covers in the Dec, 2022 issue of Western Express, his
census indicated that there are 11 examples of this Type F2 propaganda cover., ex-Kramer.
Scott No. 35. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

The first U.S. overland mail contract connecting San Francisco to the Mississippi River cities was made with the Overland
Mail Company as contractor. The “Southern” route name quickly became synonymous with the Company president, John
Butterfield. This was a biweekly service (later more frequently between Los Angeles and San Francisco) in operation from
September 16, 1858 through March 1861, when because of the impending Civil War, Congress determined to move the
overland mail route north to the Central Overland Route.

741 * “Per Overland Mail Via Los Angeles”, illustrated Four-Horse Stagecoach design on circa 1860 yellow cover to Hanover,
N.H., indistinct balloon-style cds ties 1857 10¢ green (35), minor toned spots in address area, Very Fine and attractive,
David D’Alessandris’ article in a recent issue of Western Express notes that there are only four examples of this Type F1
propaganda cover.
Scott No. 35. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

The first U.S. overland mail contract connecting San Francisco to the Mississippi River cities was made with the Overland
Mail Company as contractor. The “Southern” route name quickly became synonymous with the Company president, John
Butterfield. This was a biweekly service (later more frequently between Los Angeles and San Francisco) in operation from
September 16, 1858 through March 1861, when because of the impending Civil War, Congress determined to move the
overland mail route north to the Central Overland Route.
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742 * “Per Overland Mail, Via Los Angeles”, illustrated Four-Horse Stagecoach design with printer’s inscription “J. E. Damon,
Bookseller and Stationer, 102 Com’al St.” (San Francisco) on yellow cover addressed to Rev. G. B. Knickerbacker,
Minneapolis, Minnesota; no indication of postal use, Extremely Fine, D’Alessandris’ census indicates that there are nine
examples of this Type I-2 propaganda cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Via Nicaragua

743 * Nicaragua Line in Advance of the Mail, almost perfect strike of black handstamp on orange cover addressed to “Col Geo.
W. White, Virgen Bay, To Nicaragua, Central America”, about half of backflap missing, minor wear, Extremely Fine and
an outstanding strike of this rare marking; with 1967 P.F. Certificate, which notes “that the Nicaragua Line marking is
genuine, but decline to express an opinion as to the use of the cover”; likely simply carried from the west coast to Nicaragua.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

99

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History



744 * Nicaragua Line in Advance of the Mail., bold strike of oval handstamp on small ladies cover to Stockton carried entirely
outside the mails, handed over to Adams Express company for transmission to Stockton with their blue rope oval
handstamp of San Francisco next to the Nicaragua marking, Extremely Fine, ex-Lichtenstien.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

A GREAT RARITY. A SIMILAR EXAMPLE SOLD IN OUR SALE #26, LOT #174 (APRIL, 2007) WHERE IT
REALIZED $3500.

This cover is one of only a very few incoming covers from the East, which was handed directly to Adams & Co’s Express and
was never handled by the Post Office; Ashbrook Vol. II, states, “Covers showing via Nicaragua marking that traveled from
east to west are extremely rare.”, he goes to state that he has seen only four covers with this Via Nicaragua marking going in
either direction.

745 * Via Nicaragua, Ahead of the Mails., full bold strike of red two-line handstamp on buff cover to Brunswick, Maine, franked
with 1851 3¢ dull red, two singles (left stamp with minor edge wear being at edge of cover), tied by “New - York, Sep 9” cds,
some light ink staining on verso only, Very Fine and attractive. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,000 - 1,500
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746 * Via Nicaragua, Ahead of the Mails., partial strike of red two-line boxed handstamp on buff cover to Solon, Maine, franked
with 1851 3¢ dull red pair (left stamp missing lower left corner, both cut in at top), tied by “New - York, Ship, Dec 24” cds;
manuscript postmark “Plymouth, Me. Dec 30 Missent & Forwarded” at top, very minor cover wrinkling, Fine. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

747 * Via Nicaragua, Ahead of the Mails., partial strike of red two-line boxed handstamp on buff cover to Connecticut, franked
with 1851 3¢ dull red pair tied by “New - York, Nov 29” cds; pencil notation indicates “Oct 31 ‘53” to year-date this cover,
manuscript “Due 6” for apparent double rate; minor corner wear, F.-V.F. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

748 * Via Nicaragua, From Noisy Carriers Publishing Hall, San Francisco., greenish blue arc boxed forwarder handstamp on
circa 1854 cover to Lynchburg, Va., franked with 1851 3¢ dull red, horizontal pair tied by “New - York, Feb 15” cds,
manuscript endorsement lower left “Pr Steamer Sierra Nevada Via Nicaragua”; reverse with colorless embossed
advertising of “Goodwin & Co., Dealers in Grocers & Provisions, San Francisco, Cala” on flap, slight corner wear, Very Fine,
a wonderful and rare letter bag operator forwarding handstamp.
Scott No. 11A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

749 * Via Nicaragua, in Advance of the Mails, Sullivan, blue oval forwarder handstamp on 1854 folded letter to Boston, Ma.,
franked with 1851, 3¢ dull red pair with pen cancels (which have been added to the cover, replacing the original damaged pair
of stamps when sold in our Sale #28, Lot #388), interesting business and personal letter regarding 2 men going home, one of
whom has made $800-1,000, F.-V.F. appearance. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300
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750 * Via Nicaragua, Stmr Sierra Nevada, Advance of the Mails., nearly perfect strike of blue oval handstamp on folded letter
datelined “San Francisco Sep 4, 1853”, franked with horiz. pair 3¢ 1851 issue imperforate (left stamp defective) tied by “New
York SHIP Oct 10” cds to Stamford, Connecticut, manuscript notation at top “P Nicaragua line though ahead Mails”; minor
ink spots at upper right, Extremely Fine. 
Scott No. 11A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,500 - 2,000

AN OUTSTANDING COVER AND LIKELY ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN EXAMPLES OF THIS HANDSTAMP.

751 * Via Nicaragua, Stmr Sierra Nevada, Advance of the Mails., neat strike of blue oval handstamp on orange buff cover to
Peters Creek P.O., Pa. franked with horizontal pair 1851 3¢ dull red (11A, margins to in at right), tied by “New-York Nov”
cds; cover with slight corner wear, Very Fine and scarce. 
Scott No. 11A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750
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752 * Office of New York and California Steamship Line, wonderful four-page illustrated lettersheet with three pages of printed
advertising, and one for message; first page illustrates steamship and lists the names of the ships in the Nicaragua (Vanderbilt)
line: Northern Light, Star of the West, Prometheus, Daniel Webster, Sierra, Nevada, Cortes, Uncle Sam, Pacific, and Brother
Jonathan; second page contains more details on rates of passage, etc. with printed Cha’s Morgan, Agent, No 2 Bowling Green,
New York; third page has the letter datelined New York Dec 1, 1855 signed by Chas Morgan which reads in part “Grenada is
not on our line, but if you will enclose a letter or letters to me for Col Walker, I have no doubt they will reach him.” Colonel
Walker being the filibusterer in Nicaragua; fourth page shows large illustration of the steamship line’s office in New York with 
G. H. Wines & Co.’s California Express in lower level, along with map showing location in NY., no envelope accompanying,
Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

A WONDERFUL COLLATERAL ITEM FOR THE NICARAGUA LINE COLLECTOR. EXHIBIT WORTHY.

Cornelius Vanderbilt opened a route across Nicaragua in 1851 to compete with the U.S. Mail Steamship Company and Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company which held the U.S. Mail Contract via Panama. His handstamps typically boasted “Ahead of the
Mails.” He subsequently became a competitor to the PMSS on the Panama route. Please visit our website for additional
images.

753 * Putt’s Overland Envelope, red all-over propaganda design with “The Pacific Railroad” satirical verses on reverse on
cover bearing 1857 10¢ green (35), straddle line single, tied by two strikes of “Sacramento City, Cal., Jul 10, 1860” cds to
Washington Mich., cover reduced slightly at left with small flaws, Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A RARE PUTT’S OVERLAND ENVELOPE USE BEARING THE 10¢ 1857 ISSUE TO WASHINGTON MICH.
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754 * Per Overland March 30th 1867, manuscript sender’s directive franked with 16 copies of the 1861 3¢ adhesive (65, lower
right stamp replaced) on registered legal size cover to Dublin, Ireland; entered mails “San Francisco, Cal Apr 1” [1867]
double circle postmark with straight line “Registered” handstamp, New York and London registration transit handstamps with
Dublin registered backstamp for receipt May 22; large portion of backflap missing, some faults as would be expected on a
cover of this size, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

755 * Pacific Mail Steamship Company, to California, Japan and China, and to Kingston (Jamaica), printed cover with
illustrated design showing steamship and addressed to “Rufus Hatch, Managing Director, P.M.S.S. Co, New York ”,
carried privately without markings, minor flap tear, Very Fine and rare (no photo).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

756 * Pacific S. Ship Way, San Francisco, Feb 2, manuscript directive on buff cover with blue manuscript “80” rate (double 40¢) in 
and two-line “STEAM SHIP” handstamp in black, presumably from San Francisco, buff cover mailed to Ohio; some wear &
minor defects, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

This was carried from San Francisco on the Feb. 1, 1850 trip of the PMSS Steamer “Panama”. It is believed the manuscript
notation on this cover is a route agent postmark applied by the Post Office agent.
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757 * “Overland Route Via St. Louis & El Paso”, manuscript endorsement at lower left on cover franked with 10¢ 1857 green
(Type II, #32) tied by perfect strike of Shakopee, M.T. (Minnesota Territory) Apr 5, 1859 cds to Benicia, California, light
staining across top of cover, backflap damage, still Very Fine, ex-Kramer, Risvold, and Walske; Risvold sale lot #616 where it
realized $1200.
Scott No. 32. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

Carried by the Butterfield Overland Mail stage on the Southern Route, via St. Louis, Fort Smith, El Paso, Tucson and Los
Angeles.

758 * The Star of the Union - California, blue four-horse overland stage illustrated cover (D’Alessandris Type E-2) to New
York, franked with 1857 10¢ green (35) cover tied by “Santa Cruz Cal. Feb 4” cds with additional strike alongside, addressed
to NY; includes is original enclosure datelined “Santa Cruz, Feb 9th, 1861” with wonderful contents regarding the onset of
the Civil War  reads, in part, “…South Carolina is a living demonstration of the old adage in Heathen mithology whome the
Gods would destroy they first make mad. I suppose you ar all in a hubbub over their, in perfect consternation, for fear South
Carolina will conquer our government…The Palmeto State rebuked and reap the bitter fruits of her own folly. Mr. Pardee says 
Brother Benj. is full of fight that he was so far strayed from his Quaker education, and so nearly conquered His peace
proclivity as to be ready sword in hand to go down south and give them a drubbing…There may be some sesesionist(s) among
us but they are the exception not the rule. As a state we are on the side of government and should a final seperation take place
making a free & slave confederacy we shall be numbered among the Free states…”, paper restoration along left edge with a
tiny portion of the original illustration missing at left, F.-V.F. and an outstanding letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The December, 2022 issue of Western Express contained a comprehensive article and census by David D’Alessandris on the
“Overland Mail Illustrated Stagecoach Covers”. Please visit our website for additional images.
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759 * U.S. Mail Steamship Co. Connecting with Pacific Mail Steamship Co. Via Panama Railroad, three-page printed
lettersheet (fourth page blank) with first two pages dedicated to the routes schedule, ships, etc. with great illustrations on
second page; third page dedicated to message with letter datelined “New York Aug 16, 1855”; original envelope with albino
embossing of the U.S. Mail Steamship Co., etc. franked with 3¢ 1851 issue imperforate adhesive tied by “New York Aug
16” to New Hampshire, flap torn, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

AN INCREDIBLE ITEM DETAILING THE OPERATION OF THIS IMPORTANT LINE OF COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN THE TWO COASTS.

A similar item (but without original envelope) realized $1600 in our Sale 92, Lot 1004. Please visit our website for additional
images.

Via Panama

760 * Via Panama, wonderful illustrated corner card showing Steamship with imprint “Published by Randal & Co., Marysville”
on cover to Knightstown, Indiana, franked with 1857 10¢ green adhesive (Type V) tied by waffled grid of “Marysville, Cal
May 19” in blue; the slightest of cover reductions at right just up to stamp (few perfs affected), cover with tiny sealed tear,
otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A DECEMBER, 2020 ARTICLE IN WESTERN EXPRESS BY DAVID D’ALESSANDRIS CATALOGUED THE “VIA
PANAMA” COVERS. HIS CENSUS INDICATED NINE OF THESE TYPE B-1 COVERS.
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761 * Via Panama, Steamship Illustration with Imprint of “Geo. H. Bell, Stationer, 153 Montgomery St. San Francisco”, on
cover postmarked “San Francisco Cal. Apr 20” black cds tying 1857 10¢ green (35) to Newark New Jersey, with addressee’s
name crossed out; cover w minor scuffs, cover opened on two sides, some glue adhesion on verso, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The December, 2020 issue of Western Express contained an article by David D’Alessandris regarding the “Via Panama”
propaganda covers. His census records ten of this particular type (A-1) imprinted covers.

Via Tehauntepec

762 * Via Tehauntepec, manuscript routing directive on yellow cover to Washington, D.C. originating with “Weaverville, Cal. Jan
1” [1859] black cds and matching arced “Paid 10” rate handstamp, Very Fine and choice, illustrated in Ashbrook Volume 2,
page 254.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

In October 1858, a route was contracted as 8162 from San Francisco to New Orleans using a mixed steamboat and overland
route via the Tehuantepec Isthmus in Mexico. Contracted at $250,000 for 12 months with twice a month service. The course of
the route was by steamboat to either Acapulco or Salina Cruz, then overland by mule to Suchile, then by river boat to
Minatitlan on the Caotzacoalcos River and then by steamboat to New Orleans, La. The route was little used as the section over
the mountain range by mule created a long transit time. The total revenue collected for the route was just $5,276.66 and the
route was not renewed in 1859. From October 1858 to March 1859, the “Quaker City” was used on the New Orleans to
Minatitlan portion of the route. A total of 25 covers endorsed as going “Via Tehuantepec” are recorded in the census.
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763 * Via Tehuantepec, manuscript endorsement at upper left of 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire, entered the mails with postmark
“New Orleans La Jan 23, 1859”, “Steamship” postmark cancels indicium; written by Edwin Stanton (Secretary of War under
Lincoln) to his wife in Washington DC; some light wear & aging, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A SCARCE “VIA TEHUANTEPEC” COVER CARRIED FROM CALIFORNIA, VIA NEW ORLEANS, AND ON TO
WASHINGTON D.C.

Ocean Mail

764 * Acapulco, Old Mexico January 19 – [18]52, dateline on letter contained within brown cover with “Steam Ship 20” black
handstamp on entry into U.S. (New York) addressed to Springfield, Vermont, contents, read, in part, “…I left New York Dec 20
– arrived at Kingston, Jamaica on the 30 – left on the 31 – arrived at Navy Bay January 8 – 52 – arrived at Panama on the 6 &
left on the 12 – arrived at this place this morning – leave tonight. Calculate to arrive in California in 9 days. This place is 1500
miles from Panama, 3000 from the city of Mexico, 2000 from California. We have 500 passengers aboard, some sick and died
this morning…Henry Whitcomb”, cover missing most of backflap, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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765 * Acapulco, Consulate USA, blue circular eagle cachet handstamp on 1861 cover to New York with manuscript “40” rate
and “per U.S.S. War Cyane Via Acapulco” with notation on verso “Received May 25th, Answered 1861”; heavy linen lined
cover which must have held several lettersheets to warrant the 40 cent rate in 1861, opened top and left, Very Fine and
attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The USS “Cyane” was a sloop-of-war in the United States Navy during the Mexican-American War. It was used on the coasts
of North and South America until its retirement in 1871.

766 * Acapulco Agency of P.M.S.S. Co April 6, 1866 (Pacific Mail Steamship Company), manuscript endorsement on 1864 3¢
pink entire (U58) addressed to New York City, postmarked on arrival by “New York City Apr 20” cds with fancy concentric
boxes killer on indicium, included is original enclosure datelined Acapulco [Mexico] April 3rd, 1866 with contents which
read, in part, “…I got no tidings of the book the newspaper mail does not reach Benicia until one day after letter mail. I had told
them not to send any more to me as I was going up and but for your Envelope being in mourning it would have been kept. Some
of the Engineers fetched it for me. I go up on the steamer of 26 this month…Andw J. Glover”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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767 * Brig Aleutian Aug 10th 1849, Letter No 3, At Sea, Latitude 30º6’ S, Longt 75º59’ W, dateline on bluish folded letter
postmarked red “New Orleans, La. Oct 6” cds with matching red “SHIP” and large red “12” (10¢ postage and 2¢ ship fee) to 
Boston with endorsement “Via New Orleans paid”, with transcription of lengthy contents that reads, in part, “…We left Rio
April 20…on the 22 of May 23 entered the Straits of Magellan…in company with the schooner ‘S.A. Sutter’ of Warren
R.I….owned by a company of gold seekers…left the straits July 30…Callao Aug 19th…we find that letters can be sent via
Panama from this port by prepaying the postage (62½ cts per half oz). On finding the rate of postage I had half-a-mind to
destroy my letter but supposing that this long lapse of time if you did how hear from us, would cause you anxiety, I conclude to
send this and having one written to Mother I enclose it, as its weight will not double the expense in this manner…Henry R.
Taylor”; letter describes in wonderful detail all the trials and tribulations of the trip via the “straits” , Very Fine and
choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

AN OUTSTANDING LETTER FULL OF DETAILS OF THE VOYAGE TO CALIFORNIA.
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768 * New Orleans “Steam” Covers, a very interesting group of four covers with “Steam” handstamps and all with 40¢ rate
handstamps except one which is rated with 30¢ handstamp (the “Panama” rate), originated from Panama circa 1849, second is
1849 folded letter “40” handstamp (fancy hollowed out numerals) with manuscript directive “per Overland Mail Valparaiso”
on blue folded letter to Massachusetts datelined “Brig Charlotte at Sea Latt  35^ S. Long 72^ West, May 3d 1849 200 miles
from Valparaiso” from William Bartlett writing while en route to San Francisco (featured in Oct, 1980 Western Express
article); third is cover to San Francisco, Alta California with red “Steam” and “40” marking; and last is folded letter to New
York with matching “Steam” and hollowed out matching “40” rate handstamp on folded letter to New York datelined
“Talenano Chilli May 14 1848” with four page letter detailing his trip thus far en route to California; accompanied by a
“brass token” showing a miner holding a chunk of gold with the reverse showing the bust of Liberty and dated “1849”,
F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

769 * New Orleans, La. Jun 11, [likely 1850], black cds with “30” in circle rate handstamp on folded letter to Pittsburg, 30¢ was the 
rate from Panama to the east coast, letter missing first page, so no datelined, remainder of letter reads, in part, “…Mr. Bussey
went forward to Panama to hire a room and be in readiness to receive the goods. On Tuesday morning I along with 3 natives
started. Each of them carrying a heavy trunk weighing a hundred pounds or more except one, which weighed 64 and carried by 
a boy, only 16 years of age…The constructing of a railroad across would not be half so stupendous an affair as the Baltimore & 
Ohio R…Some persons had been waiting 6 weeks, the steamer tickets were all sold up to Sept. and passengers still crowding in
from the states, when we landed it was supposed there were 2,000…It appears a written notice was posted at the door of the
consul one day that Cala. Mail would be opened next at 12 O’clock and we knew nothing of it till too late…Joseph Parker”
some small cover flaws, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

770 * (Peru) Steam 30, straight line handstamp with circular “30” rate both in red, with red “New Orleans Mar 13” (1850) cds on
folded letter datelined “Paite (Peru) March 11th 1850” to N. Fairhaven, Mass., F.-V.F., a nice letter from a whaling ship. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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771 * South Pacific Ocean Sept 21, 1851, dateline on four-page bluish folded letter to Glens Falls, NY with “Steamship 20" due
rating black circular handstamp of New York, contents read, in part, “…I have not drank any liquor for 13 months except one
glas with medicen 6 monts ago and I am determined never to drink eny more as a beverage. I should not lost so mutch money if I 
had of had my head clear of that detested enemy of all mancind…I am now on the coast of Peru on a whaeling voyge after
sperm oil whales ar very scarse hear and I have only taken 50 bbls sense I rote you before. My crew is well and a good set of
men and all that I want is whales. I am in hopes that I shall bea at holm in 2½ years from this day at the longest…when you
wright send 2 letters and direct them as folows: Capt. H. Simons, Barque Platina, South Pasific Ocean, Care of Mr. Bathews,
Payta, Coast of Peru…I took a girl as my wife all thow we war not maried and she posed as my wife and no one knew to the
contrary and while I was gone last voyge she spent 700 dollars for me and then tride to sell my house but no one would by it
from her and she went with every body that she could…it cost me good 1200 dollars before I got threw with her…Hank
Simons.”; minor toning at folds, Very Fine and an excellent whaling letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

Panama

772 * Panama March 17th, 1849, dateline on folded cover to New York, endorsed by sender at top “United States of America”
with different manuscript “30” rate, excellent letter which reads in part, “We have arrived safe in Panama about ten days since
I wrote you by the “Crescent City” some 4 weeks ago. I’m happy to say that we have at last procured a passage to Sutters Fort
California. Mr. Lippet of Providence has purchased a small schooner and Capt. Williams is master of her. Shall sail in a few
days will take only 12 passengers and will coast all the way up to San Francisco. If you have any friends coming this way
without steamer tickets, I should advise them not to come. There is now here about 1000 people without any tickets for
California, and no possible chance for them any. Many will no doubt be obliged to return home. The expenses are more than
double than we anticipated. Steamer Steerage tickets, have been sold here at auction $500.00 each”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

THIS IS THE EARLIEST RECORDED COVER TO NEW YORK WITH THE 30¢ STEAMSHIP RATE FROM PANAMA.
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773 * [To the U.S. via Panama], On Board Steamer Cherokee Off Chagus [Chagres]. Feb 26th, 1850, dateline on folded letter
with red two-line “STEAM SHIP” handstamp and matching “30” rate, addressed to Bucksport, Maine; transcribed contents
included read, in part, “…these steamers could take 500 persons but you are mistaken all this boat can lodge is 200 little over
they are so much take up with state rooms at the same time they crowded in 360 into this boat, it is so bad the passengers held a
meeting and passed resolutions against Howland & Aspinwale which will be posted at home…the Tennessee has not arived at
Panama yet and I am in no hurry as it is cheaper living on board than ashore. I always thought Chagus [Chagres] was a low
dirty place but was much mistaken…there are four steamers here now…natives…offer to take us up to Gorgona for $8 but I
shall pay $5 and no more…Sewall”, couple tiny edge tears, Very Fine and an excellent letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

774 * Panama 3 Mo 14th 1850, manuscript dateline on folded cover from Panama to New York, blue folded letter with New York
black handstamps “STEAM SHIP” and “30” rate marking addressed to Cedar Swamp, Queens Co., N.Y., letter reads in part,
“…The mail leaves in about an hour and as there will be no opportunity of sending a letter for about a month I embrace the
opportunity to inform thee of my arrival here &c. We arrived at Chagres on first day last and that afternoon started in our
canoes for Gorgora. It took us about two days and a pleasanter time I never had…The first night we stopped about 12 miles
from Chagres at an Indian Town wrapped ourselves in our cloaks and slept on our baggage in the canoe People may talk about 
the Chagres never being unhealthy but with common prudence (It is as healthy at least at present as any other place) we walked 
from Gorgona here yesterday (about 30 miles) with the thermometer at about 90 and over one of the hardest roads in the
world. There are about 1500 Americans with tickets purchased before they came for steamers that have not yet arrived, and
have been here from two weeks to two months…I think I shall take the Bark John B. Gardner…L. Frost,”, Very Fine and
choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

775 * Panama, 14th March, 1850, dateline on folded letter with black handstamp two-line “STEAM SHIP” and matching “30” rate
marking (New York markings) to Boston; business contents signed Zachiricson Nelson & Co.; vertical file fold with toning
along fold, Very Fine, A nice example of the scarce 30 cent Steamship rate into New York.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.
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776 * Forwarded By Corwine, Bro. & Co., Panama, N.G., bold, black three-line handstamp on brown cover to New York City
with manuscript “60” rate, light pencil notation left “Panama Mch 20 50”, slight cover wear, Very Fine and rare, Note on
verso indicates three examples of this Corwine handstamp known.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

777 * Panama, N.Y. Jul 21 [1850], Handstamp Used by U.S. Despatch Agent in Panama (New Grenada), excellent strike of
black cds with black New York “Steamship 30 cts” handstamp on 1850 folded letter addressed to Philadelphia, datelined
“Panama July 14th, 1850” and reads, in part, “…In great haste I sit down to give you a few lines previous to my embarcation
tomorrow for San Francisco. I have now been here nearly a month & as the place bears every appearance of a down hill
progress before long, I thought I would not risk my fortunes, with those of Panama…I shall take measures to have the letters
which I wrote for in my last forwarded to me from Callao & shall probably make use of them at some future time. Please write
immediately on reciept of this to Sacramento City as heretofore…I have shipped on the Columbus, for San Francisco & have to 
go aboard tonight…tell me what are the prospects of Realejo becoming the western terminus of the Nicaragua route to
California & whether that route bids fair to be the route in future between the U. States & California…Isaac Wister”,
Extremely Fine and choice, Very rare handstamps; with 1978 P.F. certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONLY ABOUT A DOZEN EXAMPLES OF THIS ERROR ARE KNOWN, WITH THIS BEING PERHAPS THE FINEST.

This datestamp was intended to read “N.G.” for New Granada, but was mistakenly inscribed as “N.Y.” The marking was used
exclusively on mail originating in Panama or delivered to the Consul there. Both the New York “Steamship 30” rate marking
and the “Panama, N.Y.” U.S. despatch agent’s markings are only known used for a few months in mid-1850.
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778 * Panama, perfect strike of red straight line on 1850 folded cover to Boston, with matching red “Forwarded by Corwine
Brothers. Panama N.G.” oval forwarder handstamp & black rate handstamp “Steamship 30 Cts”; letter datelined “Lima
Sept 9 1850” and reads, in part, “…quite ready to return to China sometime next month…since I have left China I have lost the
run of the Amn [American] Ships trading to the East Indies…” additional business contents including mention of the
California trade, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

THIS THE FINEST EXAMPLE OF THE RARE STRAIGHT LINE PANAMA HANDSTAMP.

779 * Panama, bold red straight line handstamp on bluish folded letter with “Steam Ship 30 Cts” rate stamp in black addressed to
Georgia; contents datelined “Panama Sept 27 1850” reads, in part, “…we had a very Rough time crossing the gulf but had good
Health except sea sick we came from New Orleans to Chagris for 40 stearage then up Chagris River in a small Boat for 8
Dollars we will leave here this evening on the steam ship General Warren at 140 Cabin…we will get in to the Minds [mines]
about 20 Oct…direct your letter to Cullomia Cal…”; cover with some discoloration, otherwise Very Fine, ex-Jessup, cover
was written up by Ashbrook in the Stamp Specialist Vol 1, Part 2, page 277.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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780 * Pan. & San. Fran. S.S. Jan. 15., light strike of red cds on 1851 folded letter from San Francisco to Boston with circular
“Steam Ship Cts” with black “40” concentrically struck at right; business letter datelined “San Francisco Jan 15, 1851”; light
vertical file fold, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The “Pan. & San Fran. S.S.” circular datestamp was used between November 1850 and June 1852 on mail handled by route
agents aboard ships of the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company, contract mail carried by PMSS Co. was received in locked bags,
but letters picked up en route were postmarked by official route agents, as evidenced by 25 recorded examples of these rare
markings on covers.

781 * Pannamare [Panama City] June 29, 1851, dateline on bluish folded letter addressed to Voluntown, Conn, with bold two-line 
“STEAM SHIP” in black and matching “40” in circle rate marking; letter reads, in part, “…the steamer went to Havannah wher 
we lad to stop 1-1/2 days we had good fare on the Gorga but the Falcon is a hard oald ship…the burths was covered with lice so 
wee thought best to slepe on deck which was full as comfatable wee arived to shagres [Chagres] the twenty third it is the most
sunkon places that I ever saw…we stoped about two hours till wee could git a bout to go up the river with 4 natives when wee
had got ten miles night over tuck us…my helth has ben very good all except being sea sick on the Gorga som of the company is
rather sick to day with the Diare but nothing dangers…about fifteen minets ago to blacks men brout out of the prison by the
soldiers dresed in white a companed by a cathalic prest led up to the stakes the pres sat down on a stool the murders kneeled
down to prests throde three cloak over Theresienstadt hedds and whispered to parden there sins then they was each one tied to
the stake while forteen natives soldiers shot, one strugld but they shot him over such site I never saw before but it was two good
for them they was two of the five that murderd the ten os shagres river men women and chrilden…I will write you as soon as I git 
to sanfrancisco I have seen a lot just returning from the mines with good nuse and I feel in couraged to go on…Henry F.
Douglass”, toned at edges and along folds, some staining at left and pressed out vertical file fold, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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782 * Panama, March 7th 1852, dateline on four-page letter with cover postmarked with black New York “Steam Ship 20 Cts”
circular due handstamp to Chandler, New York; contents read, in part, “…We reached Havana on the Palmetto after leaving
New York and stayed till the Tuesday afternoon, taking in coal, water, and passengers from Havana…We got a boat on landing 
and proceeded up the Chagres river. Our passage was seven dollars each. We spent two days in reaching Gorgona. The day
following we reached Panama and on our arrival here we found a great many people here waiting to get away. There was only
one steamer here and more ready of people wanting to go with her, which was impossible. The day on which we arrived here
there was a English Bark advertised for sale in a few days and was doing business at $150,000, and we all obtained tickets and
expect to sail in a few days. She is considered to be in very good speed, she is called ‘Josephine’…There is a great many people
returning to the States from having not funds enough to carry them through, others becoming homesick and are returning
home…William Hayden.”; light water staining on cover right, 1" sealed tear at upper left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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783 * Panama, March 23th / 52, dateline on four-page letter with New York “Steamship 20” black circular due handstamp on
cover to Johnson’s Creek, Niagara Co., N.Y.; letter provides the gory details of the trip to California  and reads, in part,
“…Since we left N.Y. have witnessed much that was new to me & would be glad to sit down by you & tell all I can remember but
shall have to be satisfied with making extracts from my journal in which I have noted the more important incidents that have
come within my observation…The El Dorado started from N.Y. at 2 oclock 20th Feb. with 400 passengers & over 300 in the
steerage. At 5 oclock P.M. the bell rang for tea. the tables were boards 2 ft wide & in sections 14 ft. long with sides 2 inches high 
supported about 3 ft. from the floor with iron hooks & fastened to posts near one end to prevent too great swinging & when not
in use drawn up to the ceiling above. The table furniture consisted of a tin plate tin cup & knife & fork. Victuals were sea biscuit
in tin pans. Boiled pork & beef served up in tin pans in pieces from ~1/4 to 6 lbs weight each, butter in tin pans. Beverage only
black tea so strong as to be bitter slightly sweetened with molasses. I need not add we partook very sparingly. We had no seats
at any time…Bed time found a sorry place in the cabins. there were 114 passengers in ours which was the upper steerage. the
berths were double & three high. The winds howled wildly & tho waves dashed madly against the sides of the ship with an
unwelcome war at every lurch of which produced a corresponding one of the stomach & few were able to contain their almost
exhausted contents. A multitude of heads projected from the berths & those below not unfrequently found a stream of bile on
each side while the floor was literally a sea of vomit…I had vomited till I felt quite sure if anything remained in my stomach it
would be by the hardest but was not a little surprised to find that a small Jonah 8 inches long was slowly making his exit from
my throat…” the letter goes on to describe the trip across the Isthmus and then trip on to San Francisco in some additional
detail, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

784 * U.S. Sloop of War Lancaster, Panama, N.G., printed address on cover postmarked “Albion, N.Y. Sep 15 1865” double
circle on cover with part town marking tying 10¢ 1861 issue adhesive (well centered) with printed address “Mr. George F.
Sawyer, U.S.N., 3d Assistant Engineer, U.S. Sloop of War Lancaster, Care of United States Consul, Panama, N.G.”; notation
on verso “Received at Panama Sept 26th, Ans. Oct 1st, 1865”; opened roughly top with piece of front missing at upper left,
missing most of backflap, Very Fine, Nice naval printed address.
Scott No. 68. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200
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785 * Panama Jan 18 67 Transit, British transit marking three-line black handstamp on 1867 cover from Chile to New York,
franked with Chile 1858, Columbus, 5c pale orange and vertical pair of 1862, 10¢ blue on bluish tied by barred
“Cancelled” oval handstamp; postmarked red “Santiago, Chile 2 Jany 1867” double circle datestamp, with italic “34” black
rate handstamp and “N. York Steamship” black circular handstamp as well as “34” and crayon “24” rate markings; hint of light
cover edge wear around, Very Fine, a rare incoming cover from Chile to the United States. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A RARE 1858-62 5C AND 10C COLUMBUS ISSUE COMBINATION USAGE FROM SANTIAGO.

Western Name of Boat Markings

786 * Per StR Columbus, red straight line handstamp with manuscript “Ship 42” rate (40¢ trans-continental rate + 2¢ ship Captain
fee) on folded letter datelined “Victoria, New Zealand, 9th March 1850” postmarked with red “San Francisco Cal 6 Jun”
cds to New York; two vertical file folds, left one with some minor staining, still Very Fine, ex-Knapp & Jessup.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A RARE USAGE FROM NEW ZEALAND AND CARRIED BY GEORGE LAW’S “COLUMBUS” FROM SAN
FRANCISCO TO PANAMA ON HER MAIDEN VOYAGE.

On June 6th 1850, George Laws steamship “Columbus” arrived at San Francisco and on June 19th she started the first of only 
two voyages to Panama (Columbus carried mail on her maiden round voyage and a second voyage to Panama). Allen had a
“Per Str. Columbus” straightline directional handstamp made up to indicate that these letters were to be bagged for Law’s
Line and not the contracted carrier. It appears this arrangement was made without consulting Washington D.C., and probably 
after intervention by William Aspinwall, the arrangement ended after only three round trips.
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787 * Empire City, bold red two-line handstamp clearly struck on a brown cover (1849) addressed to Amos P. Catlin in San
Francisco, “Care of Mr. Vandemark.” The fee for the Empire City Line was paid per the manuscript “Paid” at the upper right,
so the purser added the EMPIRE CITY marking to the letter and took it on the ship in a closed bag, Carried on the Empire City
Line steamer Empire City from New York to Chagres and across the Isthmus to Panama City, where it was turned over to the
U.S. Despatch Agent for further transmission on the Steamer Panama by the Pacific Mail Steamship Co., the cover entered the
San Francisco Post Office with boxed “40” rate handstamp applied, trivial cover wear, Extremely Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $4,000 - 6,000

AN OUTSTANDING STRIKE OF THE “EMPIRE CITY” STEAMER HANDSTAMP AND ONE OF ONLY TWO
RECORDED EXAMPLES OF THE EMPIRE CITY LINE’S NAME-OF-SHIP MARKING. ONE OF THE MOST MOST
IMPORTANT EARLY CALIFORNIA COVERS.

An almost identical cover from the same correspondence and only other example was recently sold in the Siegel Sale #1331,
Lot 1023 (09/2024) for $8000 hammer price.

788 * Pr Steamer Empire City Aug 16, manuscript sender’s endorsement at lower left of cover with manuscript “Pd” (Paid) at
upper right, no postal markings, on buff cover to San Francisco, minor toning at upper left, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The S.S. “Empire City” (1700 tons) was owned variously by Howard & Son’s Empire Line; the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company (PMSC), which held the mail contract on the Pacific portion of the Panama Route; and the United States Mail
Steamship Company (USMSC), which held the mail contract on the Atlantic portion of the Panama Route. Howard & Son’s
were early competitors to the USMSC on the Atlantic side of Panama. The PMSC acquired the “Empire City” from Howard &
Son’s and became competitors on the Atlantic side after the Law’s Line affair in 1850. That event led the Post Office
Department to require that mail agents accompany the mails on all contract sailings by the PMSC and the USMSC. The
USMSC acquired the “Empire City” from the PMSC after the two subsidized steamship companies agreed to confine their
seafaring activities to the sides of the Isthmus corresponding to their mail contracts.
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789 * Per StR Isthmus, red-orange straight line handstamp with matching “San Francisco 17 July / 40” integral rate (due) cds with
manuscript “pr Isthmus” at lower left on cover to New London, Conn., 40 cent rate period dates this cover to 1850; light
markings typical of this red-orange color, edge wear and light soiling in places, backflap half missing, Fine and rare, Scarce
use of the Steamer Isthmus handstamp used on mails send via George Law’s line of steamers for only five months in 1850.,
ex-Vogel.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Although the Pacific Mail Steamship Company had an exclusive government contract to carry the mails, Law offered the San
Francisco postmaster the use of his ships to convey mail. On May 14, 1850 the postmaster agreed only on condition that the
sender’s had to indicate carriage by Law’s steamers. This agreement was a breech on the government contract and was
eventually terminated after five months.

790 * Steam Manzanillo., full bold strike of oval handstamp on folded cover from Cuba to San Francisco, postmarked on arrival
by “San Francisco, Cal. Aug 11, 1865” double cds (Williams SAF-600), correct double rate of 20¢ with manuscript blue
crayon “20” due marking; additional handstamp at lower left “Suarez Lienau Y Ca, Habana” in blue; minor wrinkling near
center, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

San Francisco used a set of four oval steam markings indicating origin used in association with the four stops of the PMSS Co.
ships running from Panama to San Francisco: Panama, Mazatlan, Acapulco, and Manzanillo. There are 47 covers total
recorded by Richard Frajola and only 4 for Manzanillo. This being the finest example.
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791 * Steamer Tennessee, black on orange passage ticket, “First Cabin, From San Juan Del Norte to New York, Voyage No. 1”,
“York” of New York crossed out and manuscript “Orleans” added, signed by the Purser and pencil dated “le 16 Octobre 1856”, 
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

A RARE EARLY TICKET ON THE TENNESSEE FROM NICARAGUA TO NEW ORLEANS.

792 * Steamship Winfield  Scott, light but readable straight line handstamp in red on cover to New Orleans with “Steamship”
written out in full versus the normal “Steamer”, with manuscript “P Steamer Winfield Scott” postmarked “New Orleans, La
Dec 5” in red with circular “Steam 5” matching; cover originated from New York as evidenced by small embossed label on
backflap “Elliman Brothers New York” and light red handstamp on verso “Forwarded by Davis Brooks & Co. New
York” , Very Fine; with 1981 P.F. certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

THIS IS THE ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE WITH THE SPELLING “STEAMSHIP” VERSUS THE NORMAL
“STEAMER.”.

Davis, Brooks & Co. (handstamp on verso) were the original owners of the Steamer Winfield Scott, and transported
passengers in the Atlantic Ocean between New York and New Orleans. The vessel’s ownership was later transferred to the
New York and San Francisco Steamship Company Line. It carried passengers from Panama City to San Francisco in the
Pacific Ocean. Ownership was again transferred on July 8, 1853 to the Pacific Mail Steamship Co., which company owned it
at the time it was wrecked.

Articles by Rick Mingee and Dr. James Milgram in the March, 2018 and Sept, 2018 issues of Western Express detail the postal
history artifacts from the Steamer Winfield Scott. Mingee census WS-1.
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793 * Steamer Winfield  Scott, perfect strike of red straight line handstamp with “10” manuscript rate marking, on 1851 folded letter 
datelined “Steamship Winfield  Scott, New Orleans, 4 Decr 1851”, manuscript endorsement “Winfield Scott” at lower left,
an Extremely Fine gem, Unlisted in the Mingee census.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

PERHAPS THE FINEST KNOWN EXAMPLE OF THE STEAMER WINFIELD SCOTT MARKING.

794 * Steamer Winfield  Scott, two strikes of red straight line handstamp at lower left of cover with manuscript “10” rate marking on 
buff cover to New York; somewhat rounded lower right corner, F.-V.F. and rare, Mingee census #WS-4 (March, 2018
Western Express).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

The Winfield Scott was a 1,291-ton steamer built in New York City in 1851 and put into service along the Pacific Coast route in
1852. The steamer was purchased by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company from the New York and San Francisco Line in July
1853. One round trip between San Francisco and Panama for the PMSC was completed before the Winfield Scott was
stranded and lost on her second trip for the company off Anacapa Island in the Santa Barbara Channel on Dec 2, 1853. The
five mail bags, passengers, crew and cargo (including gold specie) were saved. Nine examples of this two-line handstamp are
recorded, of which two were carried before the “Winfield Scott” was commissioned into the Pacific service.
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Western Express Companies

Adams Express

795 * Adams & Co. Express, 59 Broadway, New York, red shield corner card on cover addressed to “Robert R. Carrington,
Purser Steamer New Orleans, Care of Geo: Mouton Esq, Adams & Co., Melbourne, Australia”, shipped to Sydney with
manuscript “found on the River Hunter” endorsement, postmarked “Sydney, N.S.W., My 23, 1855” and red “Ship Letter,
G.P.O. Victoria, Free, My 30, 1855” all on reverse, included is original enclosure datelined “New York Aug. 4/’53”, written by 
Robert’s brother, John Carrington with fascinating steamship news, some cover wrinkles at right, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

796 * Adams & Co.’s Express, three covers with Adams Express markings, first is cover to Sonora with blue “Adams & Co
Stockton Oct 9” (Thomas ADA-100) circular company handstamp, second is folded cover to San Francisco with several
strikes of blue circular company handstamp “Sacramento Dec 15” (Thomas ADA-100) with boxed “PAID” matching
handstamp, and third is folded cover with uncancelled 1851 3¢ and blue oval handstamp “Adams & Co.’s Express San Jose”
(Thomas ADA-103), Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

797 * Adams & Co Express, manuscript endorsement at lower left of brown cover addressed to William F. Christie or John J.
Deland, Melbourne, Australia with lengthy instructions written to “Express Agent” on both the front and verso of
cover; two letters enclosed both datelined “Feb 22 1855 Horse Heads” (New York), mostly business contents, but with several
points of discussion of post office and express operations; also “…If you find to a certainty, that he [referring to the addressee]
has sailed for England or America, and no mistake, get all his letters from the Express Office & Post Office & come home. But
don’t return home nor touch one of his letters unless you know to a certainty that he is dead or has returned home, and have
found out all about it-whether he is or what has become of him. Don’t spare any trouble or expense in tracing him out…”, edge
wear around, F.-V.F., a very rare Adams Express item which operated in Australia.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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To meet the need for reliable mail service among the scattered mining camps of the American West,
numerous private express companies were established. Mail carried over a company’s route was
typically identified by its distinctive handstamp. The United States Post Office strongly objected to the
private conveyance of letters, viewing it as an infringement upon federal authority. This dispute was
resolved in 1854, when express companies were required to prepay all letters with the appropriate
United States postage.

A full appreciation of Western Express covers demands an understanding of California’s geography
and the complex network of routes over which mail was transported. Over time, many smaller express
firms were absorbed by larger operations, most notably Wells Fargo & Co., which ultimately became
the dominant force. Some companies served only minor regions and handled limited quantities of
mail, adding to the diversity and scarcity found within this fascinating field.



798 * Adams & Co.’s Express, Jackson, Sep 12, small red oval handstamp (Thomas ADA-101) on buff cover to Columbia
(California), Extremely Fine, one of only three examples of this handstamp reported to date, a wonderful fresh example of this 
type Adams’ handstamp, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Adams & Co. operated a substantial express system between 1849 and 1855, when the failure of its banking operations led to
its demise.

799 * Adams & Cos. Express, Monterey, red double-oval handstamp (ADA-103) and matching oval “PAID” handstamp on blue
folded 1854 letter datelined “Monterey 30th Dec. 1854” to San Francisco Cal., additionally struck by blue “Adams & Co.,
San Jose, Jan 3” oval datestamp (ADA-101); light filefold, Very Fine, a nice cover with different Adams Express markings.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

125

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History

796 803 805



800 * Adams & Co.’s Express Stockton, blue rope oval handstamp (ADA-104) on 1852 blue folded business letter to Mokelumne
Hill, Very Fine, an unusually sharp strike of this early Adams handstamp, one of four known examples of this handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

801 * Alta Express Company, Columbia, small black oval handstamp (ALT-100) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire with Alta Express
Co. PAID printed frank (ALT-001) to San Francisco; stained at right, missing backflap, otherwise Very Fine, the only
example of this Alta Columbia handstamp reported.
Scott No. U9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

J. Bamber & Co. Express

802 * J. Bamber & Co.’s Contra Costa Express Paid, large black oval company handstamp (BAM-101) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt
entire used as paste-up with three strikes of boxed “Answer By Bamber & Cos Express” etc handstamp (BAM-404), back being 
simple yellow envelope with address to San Francisco; paste-up half opened roughly at right, Very Fine, a lovely item with
three strike of this advertising express handstamp, ex-Knapp.
Scott No. U9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300
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803 * Bamber & Co. Oakland Apr 18, 1867, small blue double circle company handstamp (BAM-103) on 3¢ pink entire with
“Bamber & Co’s Express, W.B. Hardy’s Office, Oakland” printed frank entire (BAM-003) to Massachusetts, postmarked San
Francisco, Cal double circle with target cancel; trimmed at right just into indicium, small spot of incomplete printing at top left
of printed frank, F.-V.F., a scarce type Bamber marking. 
Scott No. U59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

804 * J. Bamber & Co.S Express Bacon & Hardy Oakland Office Paid, black printed frank (Thomas BAM-005) with light red
double circle “J. Bamber & Co.’s Express San Francisco” datestamp (Thomas BAM-102) and blue double circle Wells
Fargo San Francisco datestamp on 3¢ pink on buff entire (U35) to Santa Cruz, Very Fine and scarce, ex-Edwards and
Whitington.
Scott No. U35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

805 * J. Bamber & Co.’s Express S.F. Jul 21, red double circle handstamp (BAM-102) on 1861 3¢ pink entire with “Bamber &
Co’s Express, W.B. Hardy’s Office, Oakland” printed frank entire (BAM-003) to Oakland, light albino embossed merchant
corner card at lower left, slight wear at top left into printed frank, Very Fine and attractive. 
Scott No. U59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

806 * J. Bamber & Co.’s Express S.F. Feb 20, blue double circle handstamp (BAM-102) on 3¢ pink entire with “Bamber & Co’s
Express, W.B. Hardy’s Office, Oakland” printed frank entire (BAM-004) to San Francisco, with Feb 20, 1869 oval merchant
handstamp; trimmed slightly at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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807 * Barnard’s Cariboo Express Paid., black on orange label (Thomas BCE-900) and vert. strip of 3 of British Columbia &
Vancouver Is. 1865 3p Blue (7) (bottom stamp with small piece missing) cancelled by light numeral oval cancel in
combination with United States 1861 10¢ green (68, added/replacement) with San Francisco cogwheel cancel on yellow cover
to Maple P.O., Ontario; docketing on verso “Received Novbr 20th 70” with a couple very light transit and/or receiving
markings; slightly reduced at left & cover nick at bottom right corner, Very Fine appearance. 
Scott No. 68. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

When on August 17, 1862, prospector Billy Barker struck major gold deposits at the head of Williams Creek, he culminated
probes of others who had come to the area as early as 1859. The 50 miles surrounding what would become Barkerville
contained the greatest and richest gold deposits in the history of British Columbia. Thus began the “Cariboo” gold rush. The
Cariboo gold region was 400 miles beyond the head of navigation on the Fraser River. It was located northeast of Fort Hope /
Yale area, which was the scene of the “Fraser River” gold rush of a few years prior. In 1862, Francis Jones Barnard
established a one-horse pony express with himself as sole rider, serving the Cariboo from Yale, where he met with Dietz &
Nelson Express that provided services between New Westminster and Yale. $1 per letter carrier or delivered.

808 * Berford  & Cos Express, San Francisco Cal., black double-oval company handstamp (Thomas BER-101), second lighter
strike, and Berford’s matching “FREE” handstamp on brown legal size cover to “Hon. Elisha O. Crosby, Senator, San José”,
minor cover wear at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Elisha Oscar Crosby (July 18, 1818 - June 25, 1895) was an American lawyer, politician and diplomat. He served as a member 
of the California State Senate from 1849 to 1852. After a constitutional convention met in Monterey, San Jose was named the
first capital from 1849-1851.
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809 * Forwarded By Bowers Express, black oval company handstamp (Thomas BOW-100) on six-page folded letter entered the
mails with blurry black cds “San Francisco Cal. Oct [xx] 40” integral rate datestamp with handstamp “PAID” and manuscript
“40” rate marking to New Hampshire; datelined “Nevada City, Oct 25, 1850 At the Eureka Cabin” with lengthy contents, in
part, “…Feeling a desire to try the mines, and having been confined for three months in a daily morning newspaper office, with
two fellow-pointers from the same office and of the same Mindelheim & Kirchheim I embarked from San Francisco on the 28th
Sept on the steamer West Point for the good city of Sacramento…Benicia is composed of some [15 or 20 houses altered to few
houses and stores] and there are several ships anchored in the stream. Altogether it was quite a commercial appearance.
During the night we passed New York, a very thriving little city, and in the morning woke up to find ourselves sailing up the
beautiful Sacramento River…we engaged a four mule team to take us up to Nevada City, and about sunset we left Sacramento
City with our blankets, and our carpet bags (one each) for Nevada…At night we encamped near the ‘Indian Spring’. The next
morning we passed through ‘Rough and Ready’ where we had our first glimpse at the ‘elephant’ in the shape of gold digging
and washing in the ravines near the town…At Navada city, we were astonished at the intent of the mining operations. We
visited the ‘cayote’ works and found that some of the shafts had been sunk more than sixty feet. They are called cayote holes,
from the fact that the cayotes (the prairie wolves) dig their holes in a similar manner, for winter lodgings…” letter with a lot
more detail on the trip, the mining activities and the like; Bowers Express would have carried this letter from Nevada (City) to
San Francisco for entry into the mails; some wear at edges, many of which have been reinforced, some water staining, Fine and 
rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

John Taylor Bowers, with the help of his brother Herbert and possibly his other brothers, started running small packages,
letters, and gold dust between Caldwell’s Upper Crossing (later know as Nevada City) to Sacramento and on to San Francisco 
in Aug, 1849. They quickly expanded to serve Grass Valley, Rough & Ready, Washington, and the mines along Poor Man’s
Creek and the Yuba River. They advertised as connecting with Freeman in Sacramento and Adams in San Francisco. Freeman 
purchased Bowers Express in Sep, 1851 to establish a direct business presence in Nevada City.

This cover is the subject of an article written by Dr. Milgram in Western Express (Dec. 2009).
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810 * Forwarded By Bowers Express, perfect strike of small black company oval (BOW-100) on blue folded letter datelined
“Nevada City Mar 15, 1851”; postmarked red-orange “San Francisco, Cal. 1 Apr” cds with matching “40” rate handstamp
addressed to Maine; miner’s letter talks of the trials and tribulations of his venture, the weather, etc.; a second cover
accompanies from the same correspondence postmarked blue “Placerville, Cal. 25 Feb” cds with “Paid 6” in circle handstamp,
Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN OF THE DOZEN OR SO BOWER’S EXPRESS COVERS REPORTED.

John Taylor Bowers, with the help of his brother Herbert and possibly his other brothers, started running small packages,
letters, and gold dust between Caldwell’s Upper Crossing (later know as Nevada City) to Sacramento and on to San Francisco 
in Aug, 1849. They quickly expanded to serve Grass Valley, Rough & Ready, Washington, and the mines along Poor Man’s
Creek and the Yuba River. They advertised as connecting with Freeman in Sacramento and Adams in San Francisco. Freeman 
purchased Bowers Express in Sep, 1851 to establish a direct business presence in Nevada City.
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811 * (British Columbia & Vancouver Island) Dietz & Nelsons British Columbia & Victoria Express, Paid, black printed
frank vertically at left (Thomas DIE-002) on 1864 on 3¢ pink on buff entire to San Francisco with Wells, Fargo & Co. printed
frank, additional franked with United States 1861 5¢ brown + 10¢ green tied by “Wells, Fargo & Co Victoria Aug 27” blue
oval datestamp (Thomas WFE-107) handstamps, additional strike cancelling entire, 10¢ with a tiny hole at bottom left, entire
with minor defects, Very Fine appearance, ex-Dale-Lichtenstein; with 2004 P.F. certificate.
Scott No. 68, 76. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,000 - 1,500

812 * (British Columbia & Vancouver Island) Victoria Vanc ouver Island, Post Office, Paid, blue oval frank handstamp on
1866 blue cover to Oldham, Lancashire, England, additionally franked with U.S. 1862 24¢ lilac (78, overall aging) tied by
cogwheel handstamp with matching “San Francisco, Cal., Jan 24” cds alongside, light red New York exchange markings on
front (undecipherable with red ink on dark blue cover), reverse with receiving cds; ironed out vertical fold, trimmed unevenly
at left, some edge wear, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

813 * (British Columbia & Vancouver Island) Wells Fargo & Co., Victoria, partial blue oval handstamp (Thomas WFE-101) on
1861 3¢ pink entire (U35) to Dalles, Near Portland, Oregon; sharp bold strike of “Post Office, Victoria V.I.” Coat of  Arms
blue handstamped postal frank, black Wells Fargo frank at top; couple minor toning spots, Very Fine and attractive,
ex-Dale-Lichtenstein.
Scott No. U35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400
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814 * (British Columbia & Vancouver Island) Wells Fargo & Co., Victoria, Jul, partial blue oval datestamp (Thomas WFE-107) 
on 1861 3¢ pink entire (U35) to San Francisco, unusually clear and bold strike of “Post Office, Victoria V.I.” Coat of Arms
blue handstamped postal frank, black Wells, Fargo & Co. company frank at top, Very Fine and attractive, a choice strike of
the Victoria frank.
Scott No. U35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

815 * (British Columbia & Vancouver Island) Wells Fargo & Co., Victoria, jan 10, blue oval datestamp (Thomas WFE-107) on
1861 10¢ green entire (U40) to San Francisco, partial strike of “Post Office, Victoria V.I.” Coat of Arms  blue handstamped
postal frank, black Wells, Fargo & Co. frank at top; docketed left “Victoria Jany 20/69” with business letter enclosed datelined
“Victoria B Columbia 20 January 1869”, Very Fine; with 1964 P.F. certificate.
Scott No. U40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

816 * Forwarded by Browns Express, small blue company oval handstamp (BRW-101) on folded cover to Stockton, postmarked
“Marysville, Cal Sep 2” blue cds with matching “5” rate handstamp, matching Brown’s “$1” express fee handstamp
(BRW-205b), “S H” pencil notation vertically at left is Brown’s notation for delivery to “Stockton Hill”; minor wax seal
damage to back of folded lettersheet, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

WHILE BROWN’S EXPRESS COVERS ARE NOT NECESSARILY RARE, THIS EXAMPLE IS PARTICULARLY
CHOICE DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE VARIOUS HANDSTAMPS.

William A. Brown began his express in August, 1850, from his primary office in Stockton. He connected initially with Todd &
Co. and later (April, 1851) with Newell & Co. They, in turn, connected at San Francisco with Adam’s Express for service to the
Atlantic States. Brown was murdered on April 2, 1853 by a disgruntled employee, after which Adams & Co. continued to
operate the express under his name until January, 1854, after which no further Brown’s Express ads can be found.
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817 * Forwarded by Browns Express, wonderful strike of small blue company oval handstamp (BRW-101) on cover originating
from Massachusetts, postmarked blue “Lowell, Mass Feb 14” (1852) with matching “10” rate handstamp in right part of
address to Stockton; Browns picked up this cover in Stockton, charging $1 (as evidenced by Brown’s “$1” handstamp,
BRW-205b) and delivered it to Mr. Timothy Wilkins in “Oak Flat” (lower left), docketed “Feb 11, 1852”; neatly mended
cover tear at top, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

818 * Brown’s Express, Three Express Covers from the Stephen Chapin Davis correspondence, all handled by Brown’s Express.

First  is a folded cover dated “Nashua Sept 17, 1852” from brother George to Stephen in Stockton Cal., black Nashua N.H. cds
and matching “10” rate handstamp, lightly struck blue “Forwarded By/Browns/ Express” handstamp (Thomas BRW-101) and 
matching “$1” express rate handstamp (Thomas BRW-205b), with additional manuscript “M C” applied by Brown’s agent
indicating delivery point was Maxwell’s Creek, cover is clean and Very Fine.

Second cover has black Nashua N.H. cds with matching “10” rate handstamp, lightly struck large blue “Brown’s/
Express/Stockton” express co. handstamp (Thomas BRW-100) with matching blue “$1” express rate handstamp (Thomas
BRW-205b), manuscript “M C” for carriage to Maxwell’s Creek, cover defects

Third  cover has portion of black Nashua N.H. cds which tied a now missing pair of 3¢ 1851 stamps (confirmed from Davis
covers in Calif. State Lib.), very light but readable large blue “Brown’s/ Express/Stockton” handstamp (Thomas BRW-100)
with matching blue “$1” express rate handstamp (Thomas BRW-205b) and manuscript “M C” Maxwell’s Creek destination.
Letter from brother, Mial, dated “Nashua Feb 4, 52" gently admonishing Stephen for his conduct in California - “We have been 
told, Stephen, that you have gambling and drinking connected with your Bowling Alley and Store” - is included with cover,
cover defects, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Stephen Chapin Davis and his brother, Josiah, journeyed to California in 1850, mining and keeping store at Long Bar, where
they also ran an express between the Yuba River mining camps and Sacramento and San Francisco. Stephen later kept a store
at Coulterville on Maxwell’s Creek. Never healthy enough to actively mine for gold, Stephen C. Davis died in 1856 at age 23.
The Davis correspondence was ultimately found in the attic of a house in Nashua, New Hampshire which had long been
vacated by Davis descendants, and most of it is now in the California State Library, Sacramento.
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819 * California Penny Post Co., 1855-59, 5¢ Black on Buff., “To the Penny Post Co.” straight line at top on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt
entire to San Francisco; minor tear at top extends into “P” of “Post”, some adhesion on verso, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 34LU9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

Richard Frajola’s on-line census of the Penny Post covers lists this as cover #310 and is described as follows: “(Pacific
Express posthumous use) cover in two states: California Penny Post cover addressed to J.R. Lewis at San Francisco, top
image before the pencil ‘Pacific Express’ was removed (photo from Sloane while in Lichtenstein collection), lower image
when offered by Bruce Gimelson at auction after pencil directives cleaned off (Sep 26, 1967, lot #106 - later appeared in Siegel 
sale of Clifford collection)”; a used leftover from the Penny Post, with the Pacific Express notations removed.

The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express

820 * The Central Overland Californi [a] & Pikes Peak Express Company, Denver City, K.T. Jul 5 [1860], black oval
datestamp (Thomas RMW-102) entered mails with blue “Saint Joseph Mo. Jul 12 1860” cds tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26, few
nibbed perfs), on cover to Illinois; reduced at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 500

This cover was sent outside the mails from Denver to St. Joseph via the Central Overland Route (Denver-Julesburg-Fort
Kearney) on a COC & PP coach. From there it entered the mails to Ohio.
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821 * The Central Overland Californi [a] & Pikes Peak Express Company Denver City, K.T. Jun 29, clear black oval company
handstamp (Thomas RMW-102) with barred oval killer tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26) on cover to Leavenworth City, Kansas,
slight reduction at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

This company was the immediate predecessor of The Pony Express. It was organized by the firm of Russell, Majors & Waddell
for the purpose of saving the partnership’s freighting operations to army posts in the West. They were one of two firms that
carried mail to the Pike’s Peak region when the gold rush began there. C.O.C. & P.P.E. had obtained the mail contract from
St. Joseph to Salt Lake City operating over the Platte River Road. They carried the express Pike’s Peak mail over this route as
far as Julesburg, where it was diverted south to Denver, which had a post office, but no mail route serving the town. This cover
originated in Illinois and at St. Joseph it was handed to the C.O.C. & P.P.E. who delivered it to Mountain City, Kansas
Territory.

822 * Central Overland Californi [a] & Pikes Peak Express Company, Denver City, K.T. My 25, fine black oval company
handstamp (Thomas RMW-102) on buff cover franked with damaged 1857 3¢ dull red (26) tied by black double circle cds
“Leavenworth City, Kas. [Jun] 1” cover to Fort Riley, Kansas; included is original enclosure datelined “Denver City Col. Ter.
May 23d 1861” reads, in part, “…At last we have got to Denver…My first call was at the P.O. where the first news from you
greeted my eyes…The market here is very low - if I sell now - as I am doing it is at a considerable loss - still not a total one. What
we brought may pay five cents a pound freight…hope to hear from you again when the US mail comes again - next Monday
night - only a weekly mail here yet…”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Please visit our website for additional images.
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823 * The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company, St. Joseph, Mo. Dec 1 [1860], entered the mails with
manuscript “Glenwood Ioa Nov 28” postmark and manuscript cancelled 1857 3¢ dull red (26, nibbed perfs) sender’s directive
“Care COC and PP Express, St. Joseph Mo” was honored, COC & PP picking up the letter at the St. Joseph post office and
carrying it to the addressee at Mountain City, Kansas Territory (now Colorado) “via Denver City” notation at lower left;
enclosed lengthy mostly business letter datelined “Glenwood Nov 24th 1860”; reduced at right up to stamp, couple small cover 
faults, Very Fine, Inbound COC & PP covers with the St. Joseph marking are much scarcer than their outbound Denver City
counterparts.
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

824 * The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company St. Joseph, Mo. Oct 17 [1861], mostly clear black oval
company handstamp (Thomas RMW-103) on 3¢ star die entire (U26) originating with “Sumner Kansas Oct 16, 1861" cds and
addressed to Central City, Colorado; manuscript directive at left ”Care C.O.C.&P.P. Express" with pencil notation “Opened
by mistake by Hiram A Johnson”; flap missing & minor restoration at top, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

825 * Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage Co’s Express, G. S. & P., printed frank (Type 2c) on 3¢ Green entire to Lexington, Michigan,
carried from the Black Hills to Cheyenne where it entered the mails with “Cheyenne, Wyo. Fed 9” cds with killer cancelling the 
indicia. neat mended tear at right, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A VERY RARE WESTERN EXPRESS WITH ONLY THREE OTHER EXAMPLES OF THIS FRANK ARE RECORDED.

The Cheyenne & Black Hills Express was organized in 1876 by F. D. Yates, with its inaugural run departing on February 2,
1876, from Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, to Custer City, Dakota Territory, via the Red Cloud Agency. Just ten days later,
Yates sold his interest to Gilmer, Salisbury, and Patrick, who expanded the route through Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory,
to the booming mining camp of Deadwood, Dakota Territory. Patrick withdrew from the partnership on October 1, 1878, and
on May 15, 1883, Gilmer and Salisbury sold the operation to Russell Thorpe, Sr., who continued to run the line until February
19, 1887.

The Express emerged in direct response to the Black Hills gold rush. On August 3, 1874, famed Army scout “Lonesome”
Charley Reynolds rode into Fort Laramie bearing sensational news: gold had been discovered in the Black Hills by Custer’s
exploring expedition. The announcement spread rapidly, igniting a stampede of prospectors into the region - land long held
sacred by Native tribes and guaranteed to them as hunting grounds under treaty agreements.
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Clarke’s Centennial Express

826 * [Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.] Sidney Short Route., printed frank (Persson Type 1) at upper left of 3¢
red on white Centennial entire (U218) addressed to Iowa, entered the mails with very light magenta “Sidney Neb. Jan 16”
cds; included is original enclosure datelined “Crook City, DT Jan 7th, 1877” and reads, in part, “…the mails going only
twice a week will bring several together…visit to a wonderful cave of rocks that I had heard of…the grandest sight I ever
saw…the cave is about 20 feet square at the entrance but it gets larger as you go in…R.D. Jennings”, the letter goes on to
describe the cave (thought to be Bethlehem Cave in the Black Hills of South Dakota) in some detail; minor cover restoration
just above indicium, Very Fine and choice, featured in an article in Western Express by Dr. Milgram (June 2021).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

POSSIBLY THE FINEST CLARKE’S EXPRESS COVER KNOWN, AS THE REVERSE (COVERED WITH
PROPAGANDA ADVERTISING) OF THESE COVERS IS USUALLY HEAVILY DAMAGED; THIS ONE IS
PRISTINE.

The December, 2018 issue of “Western Express” contained a comprehensive article by Ken Stach regarding Clarke’s
Centennial Express, including a census of known covers. Six Type 1 covers are recorded in that census. This Type 1 cover, not
included in that census, is from the same correspondence and has a letter with the same dateline as one of those recorded.
Please visit our website for additional images.
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827 * Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. Sidney Short Route., light green printed frank (Persson Type 9) on 3¢
Centennial entire (U218), reverse with all-over Express advertising text, entered the mails with light magenta “Sidney, Neb
Feb 24” (1877) postmarked for delivery to Iowa with lengthy original enclosure datelined “Deadwood, D.T. Feb 18th 1877”
and reads, in part, “…I have headed my letter Deadwood & here I am in Crook [Crook City, Dakota Territory] but it was a
mistake…I expected the stage would get in from Sidney tonight & I would get my letters from my pet, but it has not come yet, but
I expect it in the morning…I am certain there has been some trouble here or out from here with Indians. Since I left, one man 
was killed & another wounded. They have stole lots of stock & troops have been ordered here & will be in next Wednesday.
There has been great excitement but I missed it all as I always do but I am not sorry & hope I may never see any of them, but I
am not at all afraid for I am cautious & don’t go where they are apt to be found…Raymond”, and much more; some minor
professional restoration, a few words from the overall back ad missing (as is typical for these covers on verso), still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A RARE AND IMPORTANT BLACK HILLS GOLD RUSH EXPRESS COVER WITH ORIGINAL CONTENTS. ONE OF 
ONLY TWO EXAMPLES OF THE TYPE 9 PRINTED FRANK OF CLARKE’S CENTENNIAL EXPRESS, THIS BEING
THE FINER OF THE TWO.

Henry Tefft Clarke began this express by running ponies from the railhead at Sidney, Nebraska to the Black Hills of Dakota
Territory in May, 1876. He began running the route with wagons carrying express mail, freight and passengers shortly
thereafter. His “Centennial Express” ceased operation in June, 1877. Please visit our website for additional images.

828 * Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills, Sidney Short Route., dark green printed frank (Persson Type 11) unused
on 3¢ green on white Centennial entire (U219), showing complete all over detailed back ad with rates, etc. that Clarke charged
for freight, passengers, etc., Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Henry Tefft Clarke (1834-1913) was a pioneer legislator, builder and freight operator, he ran his Centennial Express from
July 1876 to July 1878, carrying mail between the Union Pacific depot in Sidney and Deadwood, Dakota (via Custer City).
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Estill  & Co’s Express

829 * Estill  & Co’s Express, manuscript endorsement (Thomas EST-001) on 1850 blue folded letter from along the overland trail
addressed to Hoosick Postoffice, Green Co., Wisconsin; entered mails with “Weston Mo. Aug 16” red cds and matching “10”
cents due handstamp, with one light line canceling the “10” due and in blue ink “paid to here” (different hand, perhaps applied
at the Hoosick post office, but appears to be the same ink and handwriting as the Sept 14th, 1850 message enclosed); lengthy
letter enclosed with several datelines as the writer continued his message: June 24th 1850, Sept 14th, 1850 and Sept 29;
interesting contents, in part, “…when I last wrote we were at Laramie…we are now within one and a half miles of the dividing
ridge of the atlantick and passiffic nine hundred miles from St. Joe. We arrived at the ferry on the upper platte on the 15th…the
price was $5.00 for the wagon, $2.00 per head for cattle, $1.00 for pony, and $3.00 to the ferryman to pass us…I expect to send
this letter the express for the emigrants and is now recruiting five miles from here. This is the last letter you will be likely got
from me that comes this way. The rest wil have to through calafornia…Albert S. Holmes…”, Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $3,000 - 4,000

ONLY FIVE COVERS HAVE SURVIVED FROM THE ONE TRIP ESTILL MADE WITH HIS EXPRESS, TWO OF
WHICH ARE HELD IN THE WILTSEE COLLECTION BY WELLS FARGO. THIS IS WITHOUT QUESTION THE
FINEST KNOWN EXAMPLE.

Colonel James M. Estill made a single round-trip on the Oregon-to-California Trail between Weston, Missouri and Pacific
Spring, in the Sweetwater River Valley of present day Wyoming. His idea was to promote a transcontinental express service in
lieu of the U.S. mail by collecting the mail along the emigrant trail for a fee of 50¢ per letter. Estill reportedly deposited 4000
letters into the US mail system at Weston, Missouri on Aug 16, 1850. Only five Estill Express covers are known to survive, all
sent collect 10¢.
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830 * James M. Estill  Articles of Agreement, four-page document written by James W. Denver (only two of which have the
agreement written upon them), dated “March 8, 1851” of an agreement amongst James M. Estill, Robert U. Gray, Ludwell H.
Feagans and James W. Denver “for the purpose of doing business in partnership…engaging in the packing and trading
business in the Klamath country, the aforesaid James M. Estill shalll furnish all the horses and mules necessary…Robert U.
Gray to furnish …capital equal to fifteen hundred dollars…Robert U. Gray, Ludwell Feagans and James W. Denver are to go
with the expedition and give their personal services towards forwarding the interests of the same…” with further details of the
business agreement spelled out in the remainder of the document; all four “signatures” are oddly in the hand of James W.
Denver; minor splitting at file folds, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

831 * Letter Written by James M. Estill , datelined “San Francisco Oct 5th 1856” on bluish paper and mailed privately (no postal
markings) in yellow envelope to Hon J.W. Denver, Washington City, D.C.; letter is mostly of a political nature, signed “J.M.
Estill”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

832 * Letter from J.M. Estill , bold black “N. York Steamship” circular handstamp with “FREE” straight line on brown cover to
Hon James W. Denver, Supt Indian Affairs, Washington; docketed at left “Ansd May 5, 1858"; original enclosure datelined
“San Francisco January 4th, 1858” and reads, in part, “…I would like to be commissary or Quartermaster to the expedition
from Cal. to Utah, provided one or two Regiments should be called for from this state…J.M. Estill”, internal envelope toning
gives the appearance of edge work, but none is evident, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

833 * Evert Snell & Co.’s Feather River Express, large blue oval company handstamp (EVS-102) on buff 1852 cover originating
from New York to Marysville, Cal., postmarked partial “Whitney’s Point N.Y. Nov 6” cds & arced “PAID” and “6” rate
marking; sender’s endorsement “To be forwarded by Everts & Co Express to Onion Valley” at left and Everts Snell’s pencil
notations of “O.V.” (Onion Valley) and “1.50” ($1.50 express fee due) at top; small tape staining at top left, minor edge
wear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Carried by the Post Office to Marysville and onward to Everts Express to Onion Valley. Frank D. Everts and John A. Snell had
this partnership from Mar, 1852 thru July, 1854.
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834 * Everts, Wilson & Co.’s Express, Rabbit Creek, nice strike of black company circular handstamp (EVW-100) on 1853-55 3¢ 
Nesbitt entire to San Francisco, with company “PAID” in oval handstamp (EVW-200); light edge wear, Very Fine and rare,
ex-Knapp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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835 * Ford & Co.’s Express, green rimless circle handstamp with star and circle at center (FOR-100) on buff cover with light
red-orange “Sacramento City, Cal. 7 Jul” cds addressed to Sacramento; dropped in the local post office where Ford’s Express
picked up the cover for delivery to the addressee on their express listing at some camp between Sacramento and Greenwood,
the termini of his route, Ford’s “1.30” rate marking noting $1.25 express fee and $0.05 postage due; docketing on verso
“Rec’d Sunday July 13th 1851”; very light edge wear at bottom including tiny tear, Very Fine and rare, illustrated in Letters
of Gold.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

THIS IS ONE OF THE FINEST OF THE ONLY SEVEN REPORTED EXAMPLES OF THIS HANDSTAMP LISTED IN
THOMAS.

James May Ford was agent for Monson & Co.’s Express in Coloma and Greenwood by Sep, 1850. Contemporary Marysville
newspapers list him in that capacity through Jan, 1851. He formed Ford & Co.’s express around the same time, operating until 
at least Jan, 1852. By May, 1852 he had left the express business and went on to become a daguerrean artist in San Francisco.
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Freeman & Co.’s Express

836 * Freeman & Co.’s Express, Coulterville , light blue oval handstamp (Thomas FRM-102) with red Freeman’s printed frank
(Thomas FRM-007) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to San Francisco; merchant’s printed advertising “James Wilson,
General Merchandise Store, Coulterville, Mariposa Co., Cal.” at bottom left, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

837 * Freeman & Co’s Express, small blue company oval (FRE-101) on white cover to Sacramento City, with manuscript “Paid” at 
bottom left and pencil “8” rate marking at top right (eight bits = one dollar); light soiling and tear at top left, still Very Fine, this
Freeman handstamp is known in black, red and blue, thought to have been used in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Marysville
respectively; one of only two examples of this company handstamp reported in blue ink (Marysville)., ex-Knapp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

John M Freeman bought out T.R. Hawley’s interest in Hawley’s Express on Nov 11, 1850. The route was between Sacramento
City and San Francisco by steamboat with further service to river offices north to Marysville. Adams Express operated as
Freeman’s agent and expediter in San Francisco. The express served as a trunk line connecting at Sacramento with Bower’s
Express for service to Nevada City and with Langton’s Express for service to Downieville. After his purchase of Mumby’s
Express in June 1851, Freeman sold out to Adams & Co on Aug 16, 1852. After serving as an agent for Adams & Co for several
years, he started a new Freeman’s Express after Adam’s failure in February 1855.

838 * Freeman & Co’s Express, small red company oval handstamp (Thomas FRE-102), circa 1851, on bluish outer lettersheet of
legal size cover to “San Fran”, vertical file folds & missing bottom flap, otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

One of about a dozen known examples of this first Freeman’s Express handstamp known in red, which is the color thought to
have been used exclusively at the Sacramento office.

839 * Freeman & Co.’s Express Sep 20, red company circular datestamp (FRM-104) on buff cover to San Francisco, docketed with 
manuscript “from Schutter Oct 22” in blue at top left; small repair at top left corner, otherwise Very Fine, ex-Knapp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

This rare express marking thought to have been used from New York, one of only eight known usages of the Freeman circular
date stamp.
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840 * Freeman & Co.’s Express, printed frank with details of office locations (FRM-001) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to
San Jose, 2011 P.F. certificate notes that it is a genuine usage “with manuscript ‘X’ marks deleting the frank”; likely a leftover
used for postage after Freeman ceased operation in Nov, 1859, Very Fine, one of only three recorded examples of this
Freeman’s printed frank, ex-Lyons; with 2011 P.F. certificate.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

841 * Freeman & Co., Marysville Jun, light blue oval handstamp (Thomas FRM-103) with red Freeman’s printed frank (Thomas
FRM-007) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to San Francisco; minor backflap damage and tiny tear above indicium,
otherwise Very Fine. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

842 * Freeman & Co.’s Express, Mok. Hill, blue company oval (FRM-102) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to San Francisco with red
Freeman’s printed frank entire (FRM-007), very light stain in bottom left corner, Very Fine, one of only a handful of
Freeman’s Mokelumne Hill handstamps.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

843 * Freeman & Co., Sacramento. Sep 23, blue oval handstamp (Thomas FRM-103) with red Freeman’s printed frank (Thomas
FRM-007) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to San Francisco, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

844 * Forwarded by Freeman & Co.’s Express San Francisco, bold blue company oval handstamp (FRE-104) on buff cover to
Mess Warren & Co, Sacramento City; pencil notation at bottom left “S.F. Apr 11, 1851”, Extremely Fine,
ex-Dale-Lichtenstein & Whitington.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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845 * Freeman & Co’S Express San Francisco, perfect strike of red oval company handstamp (FRM-101) on outer folded
lettersheet from Cuba with “Reply By Freeman & Co.s Express” two line handstamp in red (FRM-400) on verso; internal
docketing indicates origination in “Havane 22 Decbr 1855, Receive 16 Jan 56, Repl 19 Jan 56”, Extremely Fine and choice,
an exceptionally nice example showing both Freeman’s handstamps in bright red ink.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

846 * Freeman & Co’S Express San Francisco, red company oval (Thomas FRM-101) with blue merchant oval “Campbelll & Caro
Havane” on outer wrapper of folded letter from Cuba to San Francisco, verso with “Reply By Freeman & Cos Express” two
line handstamp in red (FRM-400), internal docketing indicates mailing from Havana 25 Decbr 1855, received 16 Jan 56,
Reply 4 Feb; horizontal file fold, Very Fine and choice, a very appealing cover with bonus of the reply by straight-line on
verso.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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847 * Forwarded by J.M. Freeman, Agent of Adams & Co’s Express, Panama, sharp red oval company handstamp (ADA-114)
on buff cover to Santiago, Chile; minor scuffs in address, Extremely Fine, a very rare Adams forwarding agent handstamp,
one of only four examples of this Adams handstamp known.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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848 * Gray’s Cal. Express, bold black shield company handstamp (Thomas GRA-100) on bluish folded letter to Wisconsin,
entered the mails with orange-red “San Francisco Cal. 19 Jun” cds and matching boxed “10” rate (due) handstamp; datelined
“California, May 7 1850” with contents, in part, “…I wrote you a long letter also one to Mr. Tuttle about a month since, and
have just learned that the man by whom they were sent to the office got drunk and lost them on the way. Should the finder be
kind enough to take them to the office they may reach you yet. I am now located on the middle fork of the American River about
100 miles from Sacramento City which is the nearest P.O. An expressman comes up regularly after the arrival of each mail
carrying letters to and from for two dollars each…Jno. H. Lewis”, letter goes on to describe the writer’s mining activities,
gold payouts, etc.; two light vertical file folds, one thru express handstamp and one thru postal rate handstamp, Very Fine and
choice, written up by Dr. Milgram in the March, 2018 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

ONE OF ONLY SEVEN EXAMPLES RECORDED IN THOMAS AND THOUGHT TO BE THE FINEST KNOWN
EXAMPLE FROM THIS EXPRESS.
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849 * Green’s Express., red oval handstamp (Thomas GEE-100) on circa 1854 brown cover to “US Hotel, Nevada”; pencil notation 
on verso “Clinton Jul 5, 1854” may indicate the contents this envelope once contained (now missing), light wrinkling, Very
Fine, One of six known examples per the Thomas book census., ex-Knapp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Jerry A. Green operated a small, possibly one-man, express from Nevada City and Grass Valley, California in 1853-1854. He
served the mining camps between the two cities that were located along the Yuba River and the areas around the two cities.

850 * Greenhood & Newbauer Express, Weaverville, Cal., blue double-oval handstamp (Thomas GRH-100) and manuscript
“June 1st” cancels 1853-55 3¢ red (U9) Nesbitt entire to San Francisco Cal., printed Greenhood & Newbauer frank
(GRH-001); large portion of backflap missing, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

851 * Greenhood & Newbauer, Weaverville, May 4, bold double circle date stamp (GHR-101) on 1864, 3¢ pink entire with black
company frank (GRH-001) to San Francisco; part of backflap torn away, Very Fine and choice, a very scarce usage of the
double circle Weaverville date stamp, as most Greenhood & Newbauer covers are found with the company oval handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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Gregory’s Express

852 * Gregory’s Express, excellent strike of blue two-line handstamp (GRE-100) on cover to San Francisco with matching “Paid”
in oval handstamp; portion of backflap neatly cut away, Extremely Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

LIKELY THE FINEST KNOWN EXAMPLE OF THE BLUE GREGORY’S STRAIGHT LINE HANDSTAMP.

853 * Gregory’s Express, bold strike of blue two-line handstamp (GRE-100) on cover to San Francisco, with matching “Not Paid”
in oval handstamp; dark appearing cover due to the paper used in manufacture of the envelope, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

854 * Gregory’s Express, large red two line handstamp (GRE-101) on “Dec 16, 1851” folded letter from Sacramento to San
Francisco, red “Paid” double oval handstamp (GRE-111) at right; light horizontal filefold, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Joseph W. Gregory operated his express from Feb, 1850 to May 1, 1853, being one of the earliest expressmen in California.
His early straight line handstamps are known in red, blue and black.
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855 * Gregory’s Express, two folded covers from Scotland with Gregory’s Express markings from the Daniel Gibb
correspondence to San Francisco, both with black four-line company handstamp “Gregory’s Atlantic and Pacific, Express,
Forwarded by Thompson & Hitchcock, 149 Pearl Street, N.Y.” (Thomas GRE-123), basically identical however one
without the “NY” in handstamp (Thomas GRE-122), one with complete contents & other outer lettersheet only, some faults,
Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

856 * Gregory’s Express Office, Marysville, blue three-line company handstamp (GRE-117) with matching blue “Not Paid”
(GRE-108) with manuscript “50” (express fee due) beneath on buff cover to San Jose, Cal., Very Fine and choice, one of
only two examples known, with only one reported in Thomas’ book.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

857 * Gregory’s New York & California Express, sharp strike of blue company serrated oval (GRE-128) with matching “NOT
PAID” handstamp (also noted in Thomas’ as GRE-128) on outer lettersheet to San Francisco; two light vert. file folds affecting 
markings, missing bottom flap, Very Fine and choice, a very rare Gregory’s marking, the first marking used at Sacramento.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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858 * Pr Gregory’s Express pr Nicaragua Route, manuscript sender’s directive on buff cover to New Bedford, with manuscript
“paid” and handstamp “1” (cent drop rate in New Bedford); docketing on front indicates “Feby 14, 1852”; ink erosion spot in
left margin, some corner wear and abrasion, missing part of backflap, F.-V.F., west to east express cover carried by Gregory’s
Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

859 * Gregory’s Express Pocket Letter Book, small, 3" x 4¾" “Gregory’s Express Pocket Letter Book” with 20 pages of faintly
lined paper and cover printed in gold on glossy black, USED with all pages filled with original text, as written up by Dr.
Milgram in the March, 2020 issue of Western Express, the contents begin with an entry datelined “Sacramento May 11, 1851”
with details of the writer’s mining adventures and hard work, great fires in San Francisco, Stockton & Nevada City, signed Geo 
W. Moore; light wear as one would expect from a used example of one of these letterbooks, Very Fine for this, a rare used
example of Gregory’s Express letterbooks., this is the subject of an article for the Western Express (March 2020) by Dr.
Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The booklet is “Designed to facilitate correspondence between cities and towns, and the mining districts in California, and all
parts of the United States” and “which, with the envelope, will not exceed the weight of a single letter”. The inside and back
covers list Gregory’s locations, services and newspaper endorsements.

860 * Gregory’s Express Office, San Francisco, blue three-line company handstamp (GRE-110) with matching blue “Free
J.W.G.” (initials for Joseph Gregory) company oval (GRE-204c) on outer lettersheet to Hamilton, Butte Co., Cal.; vertical file
fold, missing portion of one backflap, Very Fine, one of only a few known examples of this free handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

861 * Gregory’s Express Office, San Francisco, blue three-line company handstamp (GRE-109) with matching blue “PAID”
(GRE-109) on blue folded letter datelined “San Francisco Jan 21st 1852”, personal content talks about coming to Sacramento,
Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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862 * Hawley & C’s Express, red oval handstamp (Thomas HAW-100) on blue folded letter to San Francisco; business contents
datelined “Sacramento City Nov 13th 1850”; couple light vertical file folds, Very Fine and rare, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF ONLY SIX EXAMPLES OF THIS HANDSTAMP KNOWN IN RED, PER THE THOMAS BOOK CENSUS.

T. R. Hawley began in the express business as a partner in Weld & Co.’s Express in 1849. In Nov, 1849 Hawley bought out his
associates in Weld Co.’s Express and changed the name to Hawley & Co.’s Express. Initially, he ran between San Francisco
and Sacramento, with a stop at Benicia, later adding Fremont, Nicholas, Eliza City, and Marysville. Hawley connected with
Adams & Co. in San Francisco. He added John M. Freeman (who had left Adams & Co.) as a partner in Jul, 1850, around the
same time he acquired Angle & Co.’s Express. Hawley sold his interest in the firm to John M. Freeman, based on an
announcement of Nov 11, 1850. Hawley & Co.’s Express operated through the end of Nov, 1850, after which it transitioned to
Freeman & Co.’s Express.

863 * Hinckley & Co.’s Express Denver City Oct 18, 1860, clear black company cds (Thomas HIN-100) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt
entire (U10) to Wisconsin with Hinckley & Co.’s scroll printed frank at left (Thomas HIN-001), entered mails with double
circle “Saint Joseph Mo. Oct 25, 1860” cds, stain at lower left corner, irregularly reduced at left just into printed frank &
unnoticeable abrasion to left of express handstamp, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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864 * Hinckley & Co.’s Express Denver City Jan 1, 1861, black cds (Thomas HIN-100) with their printed frank (unlisted variety
in Thomas) on 1860-61 3¢ Stsr Die entire (U27) to Pittsburg, entered the mails with green double circle cds “Saint Joseph Mo.
Jan 3”; manuscript “Due 3” for double-weight letter as the original eight-page enclosure datelined “Denver City, Idahoe Dec
28th, 1860” reads, in part, “…Many who came here last spring returned to the States with lots of “dust” and although more
returned with none…There has been over $5,000,000 of gold taken out the past year…Many have gone down to New
Mexico to winter, attracted by reports of rich discoveries down there known as the San Juan Mines, both silver & Gold…It
is very quiet & dull here this winter excepting a little shooting or stabbing scrape occasionally…There has been a good
many murders committed since I came here but the murderers have all managed to excape but three, that number have
been executed since the middle of June, the last one was hung a week ago today. He was an Irishman, had committed a cold
blooded murder, was arrested, and as the people had learned to distrust the courts here, he was tried before a ‘Peoples
Court’…On Thanksgiving day we had one of the grandest parties (dinner & dance) ever gotten up in the country, and could
you have suddenly been placed in one ball or dining room, you would hardly have thought it possible that you were at the base
of the Rocky Mountains where two years ago there were not fifty persons…Denver has a population of about six thousand and
contains many buildings that would do credit to Clevd or Pitt. large fine brick buildings. Next year I presume our population
will double, at least, for there will undoubtedly be treble the ermnigration to this country that there was last year and many will
settle in Denver…I am going up Cherry Creek in a few days to try and get a ranche up there. A friend says he knows of two that
we can jump that in the spring will be valuable…When you write direct your letter to me at ‘Denver City care C.O.C. & P. P.
Express at St. Joseph’…Since writing this letter, I learn that there is to be a duel this week between our post master (who
fought one duel last year) and another bummer…”; entire with minor defect at lower corners to be expected from mailing an
eight-page letter, still Very Fine. Please visit our website for additional images.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A GREAT EARLY LETTER DESCRIBING MINING AND THE GROWTH OF DENVER.

865 * Forwarded By Hoffman & Co Express, black company oval (HOF-100) on buff cover from Indiana to Sacramento City,
mailed with manuscript “Boonville Ind. Aug 26” postmark with matching “40” rate, included thick original enclosure
datelined “August the 23d 1850” inquiring about the gold rush; light wear around edges due to thick letter contained, Very
Fine & rare, one of only seven reported covers from this very early express operation., illustrated in Nathan & Letters of Gold.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Frank J. Hoffman was the senior partner in each of the three Hoffman Expresses which operated in Northern California
between Dec, 1849 and Oct, 1851: Hoffman & Co. Express with an unknown partner (Dec, 1849 to sometime in 1850),
Hoffman & Page’s Express (Sep, 1850 to Jan, 1851), Hoffman & Little’s Express (Jan/Feb, 1851 to Sep/Oct, 1851). Their
primary route was from Sacramento up the American River to the South and North Forks of the American, with an additional
route from Nevada City to Rough & Ready, Grass Valley, Newtown, Bridgeport, Sacramento and San Francisco. Hoffman &
Co. sold out to George E. Clarke, acting on behalf of Gregory’s Express.
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866 * Hopkinson’s Express, ornate company frank (HOP-004) on 1864-65 3¢ entire to Nevada City, Cal. with manuscript “WF ¾”
on indicia, perhaps indicating handling by Wells, Fargo & Co., corner repair at top left, ex-Hackett, F.-V.F., extremely rare
frank from Hopkinson’s second term of ownership (1865-on).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

867 * Hopkinson’s Express, Paid, black printed frank (HOP-004) on 3¢ pink entire (U58) to Oroville, Butte Co., Cal; no other
markings; light flyspecking at right, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

868 * Hopkinson’s Express, Paid, printed frank (HOP-006) on 3¢ pink entire (U58) to Nevada City; manuscript notation at left
“Apr 24/67”, Extremely Fine, one of four examples of this printed frank reported in Thomas., ex-Dale-Lichtenstein.
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

In Mar, 1862, Emerson Bennett Hopkinson purchased Durgan’s express route that ran from Nevada City into the Dutch Flat
area with service to Hunt’s Hill, Red Dog, and Little York. In Jun, 1864, he sold the route to J. A. Stone, but repurchased it Feb,
1865. Hopkinson established another route in Jun, 1864 on the Dutch Flat and Washoe Road. He connected with Wells Fargo
at both Nevada City and Dutch Flat. Hopkinson is thought to have ceased operating sometime in late 1868 or early 1869.
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Hunter & Co.’s Express

869 * From Hunter & Co.’s El Dorado County Express, California., printed straight line of text (HUN-401) at upper right edge
of cover that entered the mails with “Sacramento City, Cal 14 Aug” red-orange postmark with matching “10” handstamp buff
cover to Athens, Green Co., N. York, cover with wrinkling at both the right and left edges & couple minor defects at right, still
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A VERY RARE EXAMPLE OF THIS HUNTER’S IMPRINTED COVER - AN OUTSTANDING COVER FOR THE
SPECIALIST.

870 * Hunter & Co.’s Express, red company handstamp (HUN-100) on buff cover originating from Maine to Sacramento, Cal.,
postmarked “Waldoboro Me 9 Oct” cds with “10” manuscript rate marking; additional “Hunter & Co. Express” Running
Pony oval (HUN-101) with routing to “Eldorado Slide” manuscript applied by Hunter’s in Sacramento as well as “1.35” rate
marking ($1.25 express fee plus 10¢ postage); cover silked with professional edge restoration, handsome Very Fine
appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

THE ONLY REPORTED EXAMPLE OF THIS HUNTER’S HANDSTAMP IN RED (OTHERS KNOWN IN BLACK AND 
BLUE) AND THE ONLY EXAMPLE WITH THIS COMBINATION OF EXPRESS HANDSTAMPS.

Alexander Hunter was the principal proprietor of the first of the two Hunter & Co.’s Expresses, announced as a new express
on Feb 5, 1851, serving the mining camps on the South, Middle, and North Forks of the American River. Hunter’s connected
with at first with Gregory’s Express and later with Adams & Co.’s Express. Alexander Hunter left the firm in the spring of 1852 
and departed for the Eastern States. The Jul 30, 1852 Sacramento Union noted Hunter’s return from the East, but also stated
that eight individuals (none from the original company) were co-partners under the name of Hunter & Co.’s Express.
Alexander Hunter became their agent at Placerville, and was the de-factor Wells, Fargo & Co. agent there as well. Hunter &
Co.’s Express sold out to Wells, Fargo & Co., as announced in the Jul 15, 1854 Placerville Mountain Democrat, effective Jul
1, 1854.
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871 * Hunter & Co.’s Express, blue company handstamp (HUN-100) on buff cover originating with manuscript postmark
“Spencerburg, Mo April 1” and “40” rate to Sacramento, with “via New York” at lower left, 40¢ postage due advertised at
Sacramento City with their postmark and red “ Adv’d ”  (advertised handstamp) where turned over to Hunter’s with their
“1.70” manuscript rate marking at left ($1.30 express fee and 40¢ postage due) for delivery to “Spanish Bar”
manuscript at bottom; cover with wear & edge restoration, Fine, believed to be the earliest type of Hunter’s handstamp,
ex-Whitington.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

872 * Hunter & Co.’s Express, black Running Pony company oval (HUN-101) on cover to Sacramento City, postmarked “San
Francisco, Cal 28 Feb” cds with “5” rate handstamp, picked up by Hunter’s Express and routed to “El Slide” (Eldorado Slide)
with “1.25” manuscript express rate, ink smudge on San Francisco postmark, cover wrinkles & corner wear, otherwise
Extremely Fine, a sharp strike of the Hunter’s running pony oval.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

873 * Jones & Russel’s Pike’s Peak Express Co., Leaven’th City, Jul 25, 1859, near perfect strike of black circular datestamp
(Thomas RMW-100a); cover entered the mails with manuscript postmark “Manheim Center [New York] July 18” with 1857
3¢ dull red (26, defective) on cover addressed to “Hannibal Snell, Aurora, Kanzus Territory”, original letter  enclosed mostly
of a personal nature and datelined “Sunday, July 17 1859”; cover cleaned and some professional edge restoration, Very Fine
appearance, ex-Persson & Beall.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

THIS IS THE UNIQUE EXAMPLE OF THE LEAVENWORTH CITY HANDSTAMP FROM JONES AND RUSSELL’S
EXPRESS.

It is interesting to note that the handstamp Express marking shows the outer rim of the device, which shows breaks in the rim
and appears to just cancel the adhesive.
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874 * Jones & Russel’s Pike’s Peak Express Co. Denver City Mar 22 1860, black circular datestamp (Thomas RMW-100)
entered the mails with partly clear “Leavenworth City, K.T. Mar 30 1860” black cds tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26) on orange
cover to Illinois, with sender’s directive at lower left “PP and Leavenworth Express”; light corner wear at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

While still operating the Leavenworth City & Pikes Peak Express, Jones and Russell purchased the John Hockaday line, which 
had the government mail contract to Salt Lake City via the Platte River. Eventually, this led to the termination of the
Republican River-Fort Riley route used by the Leavenworth City & Pikes Peak Express. Jones & Russell’s express operated
from July 1859 to February 1860, charging 25¢ per letter.

875 * Kennedy’s Express Paid, blue and red printed frank (Thomas KNN-001) on cover franked with 3¢ 1869 issue (114)
cancelled by blue cork killer with matching blue double circle “Blackfoot City Mont. Feb 19” postmark at left, a few very
minor toned spots which do not detract from this rarity, Extremely Fine and choice; with 2011 P.F. Certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $3,000 - 4,000

THIS IS THE UNIQUE EXAMPLE OF THIS EXPRESS COMPANY AND ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
MONTANA TERRITORIAL COVERS EXTANT.

Thomas’ book notes that Kennedy’s Express operated from 1868-1869 and that it “was a small express that operated between
Blackfoot City and Lincoln Gulch, Montana Territory. It connected with the Merrimar & Chamberlain Stage Line at
Blackfoot.”.
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Langton’s Express

876 * Langton’s Express Downieville Apr 20, black oval company handstamp (LAN-111) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire with
Langton’s Pioneer Express printed frank (LAN-003) to San Francisco, exchanged with “Wells, Fargo & Co. Express
Marysville” gothic lettering handstamp in blue; slight corner wear at left, minor backflap damage, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

877 * Langton’s Humboldt Express, orange cover with printed “Agent of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express” envelope with “Oroville” 
address written in with blue oval “Wells, Fargo & Co. Marysville, Jun 20” handstamp, at top left is contemporary manuscript 
notations “50 Humboldt Stamps, less one put on letter as order” and “Price reduced to 10¢” at lower left, included is
manuscript cancelled 25¢ Humboldt Express adhesive (86L1), four clear margins, sealed tear, Very Fine, a fascinating item
with an order for the Humbolt  Express Stamps, worthy of further research. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

878 * Langton’s Pioneer Express, Downieville, large blue company oval (LAN-100) on 3¢ pink entire with printed black company 
frank (LAN-002)to San Francisco; “Wells, Fargo & Co. Marysville Sep 9” double oval handstamp as exchange marking,
Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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879 * Langton’s Pioneer Express, Downieville, bold black circular company handstamp (Thomas LAN-105), conjunctive use
with “Pacific Express Marysville”  large blue double-oval company handstamp (Thomas PAC-108) franked with 1851 3¢
dull red (11), which may or may not be original, on brown legal size cover to Sacramento; Langton’s carried this from
Downieville to Marysville, exchanged it with Pacific Express at that point for delivery to Sacramento; additional partial
Langton & Bros Yuba River Express California green floral type design on backflap (Thomas LAN-440), with only about
20% showing due to backflap damage, cover silked with some expert restoration, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

880 * Langton’s Pioneer Express Downieville, red company oval (LAN-100f) on 1860 3¢ Star Die entire with Langton’s printed
frank  (LAN-002) to Carson City, Nevada Territory; original enclosure “Downieville Sept 17” but without year date,
interesting letter reads in part “Telegraph says Jeff Davis is dead. Rather too good to be true.”; neatly reduced at right
slightly, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

881 * Langton’s Pioneer Express, Downieville (Cal)., black oval handstamp on 3¢ pink (U58) entire with Langton printed ornate
frank (LAN-004) from the Antonio Daneri correspondence to San Francisco, exchanged with blue “Wells Fargo, Marysville
Jul 3” double-oval handstamp, small flap tear, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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882 * Langton’s Pioneer Express Forest City., blue company oval handstamp (LAN-103) on stampless buff cover with “PAID” in 
truncated rectangle handstamp in blue (LAN-200b) with manuscript “75c through” after the PAID handstamp indicating full
payment of express fee to San Francisco, money letter with “$2.50 Enclosed” at top left; slight reduction at right, slight corner
damage at top left, otherwise Very Fine, one of only two examples of this handstamp on a cover without printed frank.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

883 * Langton’s Pioneer Express Paid, ornate black printed frank (LAN-004) on 1864 Nesbitt 3¢ pink entire with Langton’s
“ Smartsville”  plain oval handstamp in blue (LAN-107) on front of paste up; verso of paste-up attached with cover
addressed to San Francisco franked with 1861 3¢ rose tied by “Wells, Fargo & Co. Marysville May 16” double oval in
blue, with second strike of same handstamp; very slight reduction to left of Langton’s printed frank where opened, F.-V.F., a
nice intact paste-up and quite scarce with adhesive tied by Wells, Fargo & Co. Express handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

884 * Langton’s Pioneer Express, Forest City, red company oval handstamp (LAN-103) with blue printed company frank
(LAN-002b) on 3¢ pink entire to Sacramento, Cal., partial “Wells, Fargo & Co. Marysville Feb 1” blue double oval
handstamp, light cover fold, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

ONE OF ONLY ABOUT TEN KNOWN EXAMPLES OF THE SCARCE BLUE PRINTED FRANK FROM LANGTON’S.
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885 * Laporte Express Co. La Porte Apr 22, blue oval handstamp (LAP-100) on 3¢ pink entire to San Francisco with black printed
company frank (LAP001), light, partial strike of conjunctive “Wells, Fargo & Co. Marysville handstamp, flap defects, still
Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

886 * Leland & McCombe’s Express San Francisco., red oval handstamp (Thomas LEL-100) with matching diamond “Collect”
(Thomas LEA-202g) on blue legal-sized circa 1854 cover to San Francisco; manuscript at top “Los Angeles April 30th Wells
Fargo & Cos Express 75 cts” and pencil “75¢ Paid” at left (express fee); couple toned spots, Very Fine, ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

ONE OF ONLY ABOUT FOUR EXAMPLES OF THIS MARKING PER THE THOMAS BOOK CENSUS.

George Leland and John McCombe ran an express service from Dec, 1853 to Jun 28, 1854 using ships to connect San
Francisco to Humboldt Bay and Crescent City. They connected with Wells, Fargo & Co. in San Francisco. The partnership
dissolved on Jun 28, 1854, after which Leland took on a new partner, David McComb, in Aug, 1854. This express operated
over the same routes as the former partnership, adding ship service to Southern California. Leland and McComb’s Express
suspension in Oct, 1855 coincided with Wells, Fargo & Co.’s establishment of an office in Crescent City.
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887 * (Military Express) from San Francisco to San Diego [1849 or 1850], bluish folded letter originating from Maryland with
red “Elkridge Landing Md Apr 18” cds with matching “5” in circle handstamp, overwritten with manuscript “40” rate marking
addressed to “Lieut. Edd Murray, U.S. Army, Monterrey, U. California via New York ” with additional sender’s directive
“Mail Steamer to California”; “Monterrey” crossed out and forwarded to “San Diego”, contemporary notation on verso “This
was recd from San Francisco by express with the seal broken and was resealed by me. W.H. Olevers” (Military Postal
personnel?); letter datelined “Rockburn April 10” from the lieutenant’s mother, Very Fine, Worthy of further research.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

888 * From Noisy Carriers. Mail., 77 Long Wharf S.F. Cal., perfect strike of fancy box handstamp in blue-green on buff cover
addressed to Brunswick, Maine bearing 1851 3¢ dull red (11A) horizontal pair, tied by “San Francisco, Cal. 30 Sep”; few
minor toned spots, flap torn, Extremely Fine, a wonderful strike of this rare marking, ex-Knapp.
Scott No. 11A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

Noisy Carriers acted as a forwarder in San Francisco and sent mails to the east by both the Panama and Nicaragua routes.
The proprietor, Charles P. Kimball (1821-1894) was active during the period of the rate change for over 3,000 miles from 6¢
to 10¢ on April 1st 1855.

889 * From Noisy Carriers. Mail., 77 Long Wharf S.F. Cal., fancy box handstamp in black on buff cover addressed to
Philadelphia, franked with 1851 3¢ dull red (11A) horizontal pair, tied by partial “San Francisco, Cal. 1 Dec”; edge wear &
some light wrinkling, otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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890 * From Noisy Carriers. Mail., 77 Long Wharf S.F. Cal., full bold fancy box handstamp in blue on buff cover addressed to
Philadelphia bearing 1851 3¢ dull red (11A, defective) horizontal pair, tied by “San Francisco Cal. 15 Jun” cds, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

891 * (A.J. Oliver & Co’s) Bannack City Express, tombstone handstamp (Thomas BAN-100) boldly struck on orange cover from
Bannack City, Idaho Terr. to Ohio; entered the mails with double circle “Salt Lake City Feb 5 ‘64” datestamp and 1861 3¢
rose (65, couple insignificant nibbed perfs) with target cancel, tiny bit corner cover wear, Very Fine and rare. 
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,500 - 2,000

ABOUT A DOZEN OF THESE TOMBSTONE HANDSTAMPS ARE KNOWN, THIS IS ONE OF THE FINEST
EXAMPLE AND ONE OF THE FEW THAT CAN BE YEAR-DATED BASED ON THE SALT LAKE CITY POSTMARK.

Oliver & Co. operated as a stage line and express company from 1862 until 1866 in the part of the original Idaho Territory that 
became Montana Territory in 1864. Oliver’s Bannack Express ran overland from Bannack City (aka East Bannack) through
unsettled Indian country to Utah Territory. Oliver’s intent was to provide a direct connection to the Central Overland Route
for letters going to and from the eastern states. The need for Oliver’s service to Utah diminished when a mail contract between
Salt Lake City and Bannack City was awarded in 1863.
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892 * Pacific Express Co. Big Oak Flat., black oval handstamp (Thomas PAC-108) with “FREE” handstamp on brown cover to
“Noisy Carrier, Publishing Hall, San Francisco”; small spindle hole in center, Very Fine and attractive, Unusual use of a
Pacific Express Company handstamp on cover without printed frank, in this case sent “Free”.; with 1989 P.S.E. certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

893 * Pacific Express Co., San Francisco Feb 18, blue double circle datestamp (Thomas PAC-100) with Pacific Express PAID
printed frank in black (Thomas PAC-003) on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to San Francisco; pencil “1857” added to
datestamp, Very Fine and attractive. 
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

894 * (Pacific Union Express) Napa Messr Feb 22, sharp strike of blue Pacific Express company double circle datestamp on 3¢
pink on white entire with Pacific Union Express Co printed frank to San Francisco, rear sideflap damage, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

895 * Pacific Union Ex Co. Chico Sep 13, blue double-circle handstamp (Thomas PAU-100) tying strip of three 1861 3¢ rose (65,
right stamp badly damaged, about 2/3 gone) on legal size orange envelope addressed to Oroville, Cal., reverse with three
Pacific Union Express Co. printed franks (PAU-001) applied as paste-ups to make up the triple-rate; deposition docketed
“Sept 19 1868” filing; edge wear and tears, Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

896 * Pacific Union Ex. Co., Vacaville, blue double circle handstamp on 3¢ pink entire to Sacramento with red ribbon printed
company frank (PAU-001), Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

897 * (Pacific Union Express) Napa Messr Jul 22, beautiful strike of blue double circle handstamp (PAU-100) on neat 3¢ pink
entire to San Francisco with red Pacific Union Express Co. PAID red ribbon printed frank (PAU-001) with docketing at left
“July 21/69”, inconsequential backflap damage, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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898 * Pacific Union Express, Red Bluff Mar 11, blue double circle handstamp (PAU-100) on paste up 3¢ pink entire with red
ribbon printed company frank (PAU-001) to New York, postmarked “Sacramento Cal Mar 15 [1869]” double circle postmark, 
verso of paste up with identical printed frank on 3¢ pink entire and much sharper strike of the Red Bluff company
handstamp; apparently paying 2x the 3¢ rate; some minor wrinkles, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

899 (* ) D.C. Patterson & Co’s Boise and Salt Lake City Express, oval handstamp (Thomas PAT-100) on 1861 3¢ entire to San Jose 
and endorsed “If not there forward to Bannock City, Idaho Territory”, entire is a defective & rebacked front with light New
York postmark, V.G., but a very rare marking with only a small handful known, this marking is pictured in The Western
Express Companies by Oscar Thomas.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Patterson’s Boise Express ran overland in 1863 and 1864 from Bannock City (also known as West Bannock and later Idaho
City) through unsettled Indian country to Utah Territory. Patterson’s intent was to provide a direct connection to the Central
Overland Route for letters going to and from the eastern states. The need for Patterson’s service to Utah diminished when a
mail contract between Salt Lake City and Walla Walla via Boise City was awarded in 1864.
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Reynolds & Co. Express

900 * Forwarded by Reynolds & Co. Express, black company oval handstamp (Thomas REY-100) at lower left of brown cover
originating with “Mansfield, La. Oct 4” [1849] black cds with handstamp “10” crossed out and uprated with correct “40”
manuscript rate, addressed to San Francisco; enclosed letter datelined “DeSot La September 7 49” with local news from
Louisiana but with PS “Tell whether it will do to bring Negroes there or not”; Reynolds would have picked up this cover in San
Francisco and delivered it to Dr. Pownall somewhere along their route in the Southern mines; edge wear, a little heavier on
corners, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Reynolds & Co.’s Express was one of the earliest in California, operating from January, 1850 to October, 1851. This cover,
originating from Louisiana in October, 1849, would have been one of the very earliest handled by Reynolds & Co.’s Express.

901 * Forwarded by Reynold & Co. Express, black oval company handstamp (REY-100) on buff cover from Pennsylvania to San
Francisco, postmarked “Westchester, Pa. Sep 23” with manuscript “40” rate marking, docketed “answered Nov 20, 1850”, the
small manuscript “2” above the address reflects Reynold’s $2.00 express fee; edge wear & a few creases, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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902 * Forwarded by Reynold & Co. Express, black company oval handstamp (REY-100) on blue 1851 folded letter with red
“Boston, Mass Mar 10” (1851) cds and matching “40” rate marking to “Mr Pilsbury Hodgkins, Stockton, Cala.” where
Reynold’s Express picked it up for delivery to “Mormon gulch Southern Mines”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

903 * Reynolds Express, small black double-line shield company handstamp (REY-105) on cover originating from Massachusetts,
postmarked “New Bluffton, Ms May 10” (1850) cds with manuscript “40” rate to San Francisco; the dates of operation for this
express (Jan, 1850 to Oct 7, 1851) and the 40 cent rate date this cover to 1850 or 1851; small tear at bottom & slightly reduced at 
left, Extremely Fine and rare, ex-Grombacher (“Edwards”).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

TWO EXAMPLES OF THIS EXPRESS HANDSTAMP ARE RECORDED IN THOMAS’ BOOK CENSUS, HOWEVER
WE ARE AWARE OF FOUR EXAMPLES OF THIS RARE HANDSTAMP - THIS BEING PERHAPS THE FINEST.

Angevine Reynolds formed this express along with A. S. Reynolds and J. P. D. Wilkins, operating from the southern mines to
Stockton and Sacramento. They connected with Todd & Company for transport to San Francisco and with Adams & Company
for the Eastern States and Europe. Reynolds & Co. also had connections with Gregory’s Express in late 1851. A new company, 
called Reynolds, Todd & Company’s Express, was formed in 1851 when A. S. Reynolds left the company and Angevine
Reynolds and J. P. D. Wilkins combined with Todd’s.
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904 * Reynolds & Co Express, San Francisco, Stockton & Sonora, blue double oval company handstamp (REY-103) on buff
cover from New York with their integral rate handstamp “New-York Apr 26 40” to San Francisco; docketing at top left “May
26th, 1851” [receipt] and “Aug 2nd” [reply]; some corner wear, Very Fine, one of only two reported examples of this type
Reynolds handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Reynolds would have picked up this cover at the San Francisco post office and taken it to the addressee (Tasheira) in the
Southern Mines.

905 * Reynolds & Co.’s Express, Stockton - San Francisco, Sonora, origination blue company oval (REY-104) on backflap of
cover that entered the mails with “San Francisco Cal. Oct 15” (1851) cds and “10” rate marking cover to Goffstown, New
Hampshire; couple trivial hinge reinforced edge tears, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

ONE OF ONLY SIX REPORTED EXAMPLES OF THIS HANDSTAMP.

Reynolds & Co.’s Express operated from January, 1850 to October, 1851. Given that this cover has a 10¢ rate marking, it can
be dated to 1851 and has to be one of the very last covers carried by Reynolds & Co.’s Express.

906 * Rumrill’s  Express, pair of cover with Rumrill Express markings, first  is cover originating with “Franklin Mills O. Dec 3”
black cds and manuscript “10” rate marking addressed to Frank Rumrill in Marysville, California with partial blue oval
handstamp “F. Rumrill  & Co’s Northern Express Connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co.” (Thomas RUM-104), original
contents (now missing) from his fiancé/wife Henrietta Stewart were from Dec 3, 1853 based on pencil notation, second cover
originating with “Georgetown Ky Sep 1” (likely 1854) red cds franked with manuscript cancelled 1851 3¢ dull red addressed
to Mrs. James Haun, Marysville, Cal. and redirected to “opposite mouth Nelson Creek, Plumas County” with black circular
company handstamp “F. Rumrill  & Co’s Express Connecting at Marysville with Wells, Fargo & Co.”; cover with
numerous repaired tears, impossible to say if stamps originate on this cover (sold “as is”), Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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907 * San Francisco Letter Express, blue oval Running Pony handstamp on locally addressed cover, F.-V.F., a scarce local-post
marking, ex-Needham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

908 * Care of Singer & Co’s Express via Marysville, manuscript directive of sender on cover originating at Garrettsville, Ohio and 
sent to “Meeker Flat, North Fork Feather River, Plumas County, California”, postmarked “Garrettsville, O., Mar 23” cds and
manuscript “R Lee P. M. Free” free frank, with ornately bordered corner card of dry goods merchants Lee & Mills, the “Lee”
being Garrettsville postmaster R. Lee, single ink smear in manuscript postmaster free frank, flap torn, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

909 * Thomes & Skadan’s Express, Susanville & Reno, {Connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co., “PAID” printed frank
(THO-001) on 3¢ green Reay entire (U82) to San Jose, with partial conjunctive “Wells Fargo & Co. Reno Feb 1” blue
handstamp; slightly and irregularly trimmed at right, Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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910 * Todd & Bryan’s Express, wonderful clear strike of small shield handstamp (TOD-100) and “Columbus” straightline
handstamp (TOD-200) on folded letter to Florida, Missouri, entered the mails with “San Francisco, 17 June / 40” large cds
with integral rate in red and light strike of “Per Str. Columbus” straightline  postal handstamp (TOD-600) in matching red,
letter (2½ pages) is from a miner to his mother back home and datelined “Tuoloma (sic) County, State of California, June 2d
A.D. 1850” even though California was not yet a state at the time, the writer describes Tuolumne County as a “wild barren
mountainous country” and himself as “shut out as it were from all the social blessings of life, which is the fate of all who are in
pursuit of the only desirable thing that this country abounds in (that is gold)…I have been doing very well during the last ten
days, I have taken out of the dirt over three hundred dollars… I have taken out one piece in company with three others with
whom I am now working that weighs 20 ounces the value of which is over 300 dollars and a variety of others weighing from 5
to 30 dollars,” some soiling & edgewear/splitting, vertical file fold pressed out, F.-V.F., cover illustrated in Nathan’s Franks
of Western Expresses (page 208) and Coburn’s Letters of Gold (page 150), ex-Wagner, Hawley, Haas & Drew.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

A VERY RARE EXAMPLE OF A SHIP ENDORSEMENT APPLIED BY AN EXPRESS COMPANY.

This cover was carried on the first departure of the non-contract Law’s Line SS “Columbus” from San Francisco on June 18,
1850. Endorsements were required for letters to be carried on non-contract ships, and Todd & Bryan’s Express was clearly
prepared. Todd & Bryan’s Express was one of the first express companies to emerge during the California gold rush. They
operated from the southern mines to Stockton and thence to San Francisco. This cover was sent a month before Bryan left the
partnership and the company was renamed simply Todd & Co.’s Express. Please visit our website for additional images.
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Todd & Co. Express

911 * Todd & Co. Express, sharp strike of small black double-line shield company handstamp (TOC-100) on blue 1850 folded
letter with straight line “FROM STOCKTON” Todd’s handstamp  (TOC-600) to San Francisco, vertical file fold, Very
Fine and choice, a lovely example of this rare early California express company.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

912 * Todd & Co. Express, sharp strike of small black double-line shield company handstamp (TOC-100) on small cover
originating with “Rising Sun, Ind. Jan 13” cds and “40” in circle rate handstamp addressed to Stockton; carried by Todds
with their “$2” rate handstamp  to “Hawkeye” (very light pencil notation); cover is silked and repaired including tear
through company handstamp, Very Fine appearance, a nice appearing example of this popular Todd’s shield handstamp with 
the express fee handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

913 * Forwarded By Todd’s Express San Francisco, sharp strike of blue company oval handstamp (Thomas TOE-100) with
matching company double oval “NOT PAID” handstamp on bluish legal size cover to Stockton, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

C.A. Todd’s Express operated from Apr 22, 1852 to Sep 1, 1853, serving the southern mines.

914 * From Todd’s Express Office Sonora, blue so-called tombstone handstamp (Thomas TOE-104) on brown cover to San
Francisco with manuscript “With 30 ozs Dust” and “CC” at lower left (Todd’s designation for Carson Creek, the origin of this
cover); slight wrinkling and staining at left, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Charles A. Todd purchased all the assets of Reynolds, Todd & Company and continued to operate from San Francisco and
Stockton serving the southern mines. Todd made inroads along the Sacramento River to points above Sacramento, but faced
tough competition from Adams & Co. in that area. At first, Todd connected with Gregory’s Express, but later shared an office
in San Francisco with Wells Fargo and connected with them for services to the Eastern States. Todd sold his operation to Wells 
Fargo in Sep, 1853, giving them control of the routes to the southern mines, where they began to compete with Adams.
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915 * Todd & Co.s Express Stockton, perfect strike of tiny black company oval handstamp (TOC-106) with straight line italic
“PAID” (TOC-200) on blue folded letter to San Francisco; money letter endorsed “with $76 50/100”, business contents
datelined “Stockton Jan 10th 1851”, Extremely Fine and rare, ex-Jessup, illustrated in Letters of Gold.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF ONLY ABOUT A HALF-DOZEN OF THESE MARKINGS ON COVER, THIS BEING CERTAINLY ONE OF
THE FINEST KNOWN.

Alexander H. Todd and E. W. Colt formed Todd and Company’s Express following Benjamin L. Bryan’s departure from Todd
& Bryan’s Express on Jul 13, 1850. E. W. Colt operated out of Stockton and served the southern mines through merchant
agents, while A. H. Todd anchored the operation in San Francisco. They connected in San Francisco with Adams & Company
and in Sacramento with Hawley & Company. Later, they also connected with both Freeman and Reynolds & Company in
Sacramento. They extended a line, by steamer, to Portland and Oregon City and brought L. W. Newell into the partnership to
work out of Sonora. The partnership disbanded in Oct, 1851 with Colt and Newell taking the Oregon California express
operation, as Newell & Company. Todd then combined the remaining California operation with Reynolds & Company to form
Reynolds, Todd & Co.’s Express.
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Tracy & Co. Express

916 * Tracy & Co’s Express Dalles, blue oval handstamp (Thomas TRA-101) with Tracy & Co. Oregon Express PAID printed
frank (Thomas TRA-007) on 3¢ pink on buff entire (U35) to Roseburg, Douglas Co., Oregon; docketed at left “March 18/62”;
couple tiny seal tears at top, Very Fine, a scarce Oregon express. 
Scott No. U35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

917 * Tracy & Co. Portland Jun 12, six strikes of blue double circle datestamp (Thomas TRA-100) on two 3¢ red Star Die entires
(U26) with Tracy & Co. printed franks (Thomas TRA-007) as paste ups on legal size envelope; one of the entires covers most
of the second, address portion of paste-up absent; vertical file folds, F.-V.F. and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

918 * (Tracy & Co.’s) Salmon River & Nez Perces Express, Paid 50 Cents., black printed frank (TRA-604) at lower left of 3¢
pink entire with Wells Fargo printed frank (WFE-030) at top center and conjunctive blue handstamp oval “Wells Fargo & Co
[indistinct]” to Eureka, Humboldt County, California; light water stain & slightly irregularly trimmed at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

919 * (Tracy & Co.’s) Salmon River & Nez Perces Express. Paid 75 Cents., black printed frank at lower left (Thomas TRA-606)
with red Wells, Fargo & Co. printed frank on 1853-55 10¢ green Nesbitt entire (U16) to Wisconsin, entered mails with “New
York Aug 15 1862” black cds; included is original enclosure datelined “Florence City July 5th 1862” which reads, in part,
“…I have just received a latter from Adams dated June 21st he is on John Days River. He had a good trip from Virginia City, he
is about three hundred miles from here, a part of his company came on through (they arrived here two weeks ago), and the rest
went to John Days River to prospect for gold… direct his letters as well as mine to Portland Oregon and then we will have them
sent to us by express…This is the most disagreeable climate I ever lived in, on day it will be hot enough to roast a person and the 
next day cold enough to freeze…K.G. Armstrong,” cover faults including indicia replaced & one sideflap replaced, three small, 
clear corner mounts are affixed to enclosure, Fine appearance, an excellent mining letter from Idaho. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Truman & Co. Express

920 * Truman & Co.’s Express Jan 28, bold oval handstamp (Thomas TRE-100) on 1864 3¢ Nesbitt entire to San Jose with black
company printed frank with San Francisco office location imprint below (TRE-003), Extremely Fine and rare, only a small
handful of Truman’s Express covers have the company handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

921 * Truman & Co’s Express, blur printed frank (TRE-001) on 3¢ pink (U59) entire to San Jose with image of Train and
Location of Office, noted “Prepaid Envelopes, $7.00 per Hundred”, manuscript “March 13th 65” cancel, Extremely Fine
and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

922 * Truman & Co.’s Express Office in S.F. Corner Front and Washington Sts., Prepaid Envelopes, $7.00 Per Hundred.,
blue illustrated (train) printed frank (TRE-001) on 1864 issue 3¢ pink Nesbitt on white envelope (U58) to San Jose, manuscript 
“Feb 25th/65” cancel, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

923 * Truman & Chapman’s Express, S.F. & S.J. Rail Road., black printed frank with illustration of train  (TRC-001) on 3¢
buff entire (U35) to San Jose, with pencil “April 17th/65”; minor discoloration in address area, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

James C. Truman began his J. C. Truman Express in January 1864 soon after arriving in San Francisco. He took Chapman as
a partner on February 16, 1864 and after Chapman withdrew in 1865, he formed Truman & Co’s Express. It operated until
1868 from San Francisco to San Jose by rail and to Watsonville and Santa Cruz.

924 * U.S. Mail Telegraph Stage Line, gorgeous corner card on illustrated cover of six horse stage “U.S. Mail” franked with 3¢
banknote (147) on yellow cover to Visalia, with “via Tulare” at lower left; paper restoration at right with part of “Cal” of
address redrawn, Extremely Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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925 * W.E. Singer & Co.’s Express Feather River., sharp blue double-line company oval handstamp (SIN-101) on folded
four-page circular to Hamilton, Butte Co., Cala; black “PAID” handstamp; circular has great detail for “Claims Against the
United States, Clement W. Bennett, Attorney at Law and Agent for Claims, Corner of H and 11th Streets, Washington, D.C.”,
Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

ONE OF ONLY ABOUT HALF A DOZEN EXAMPLES OF THIS TYPE SINGER’S HANDSTAMP AND
UNDOUBTEDLY A UNIQUE USAGE ON A PRINTED CIRCULAR.

William E. Singer and Anan Fargo were the partners in W. E. Singer & Co.’s Express, for which the first ad appeared in the
Jan 14, 1854 Bidwell Butte Register. The express served several dozen mining camps, primarily along the North and South
Forks of the Feather River, as well as a couple on the Middle Fork. The Singer/Fargo partnership dissolved Oct 17, 1855,
being succeeded by Singer & Co’s Feather River Express Henry Keefer and Thomas Morrow, proprietors.
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926 * W.E. Singer & Co.’s Feather River Express Connecting With Wells Fargo & Co., blue company oval handstamp
(SIN-100) on buff stampless cover to “W.E. Singer & Co.’s, Agent Bidwells Bar, Butte Co., Cala” with nice printed corner
card of Wells Fargo; contemporary docket on verso dates this cover “W.E. Singer & Co Febr 28, 55”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

A RARE USAGE OF OFFICIAL BUSINESS AND NO POSTAGE WAS REQUIRED.

927 * W.H. Robinson Express Agent Sacramento., double-oval handstamp on cover with manuscript “Jonesville N.Y., Sep 10”
postmark at left and bearing pen cancelled 3¢ dull red (11A), horizontal pair, rich color, to Sacramento Cal., docketing below
postmark at left, cover wear and restoration, Fine, ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

This one man operation ran 1852-1853 between Sacramento and Murphy’s. This cover would indicate a local delivery.
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Wells, Fargo & Co. Express

928 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Belmont, numerous strikes of blue oval handstamp (Thomas WFE-105) on legal size 6¢ postal
stationery entire with Wells, Fargo & Co. frank and six 3¢ cuts with printed franks additionally franked with 1861 24¢
grey tied by segmented cork with two strikes of small New York octagonal postmark, addressed to Doylestown, Bucks Co.,
Pennsylvania, internal repairs and edge wear, Fine appearance, despite the heavy restoration this is a unique usage.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

929 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Bodie, Cal., Jul 2, bold strike of blue oval datestamp cancels 3¢ green entire to Carson City Nev., printed
black Wells Fargo paid frank, red “July 3” receipt docketing at left; mild corner crease, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

930 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Boise Mines - Paid 50 Cts., red surcharge frank on four different 1861 3¢ entires, two to San Francisco
and two to Oregon, the two to San Francisco and one to Oregon with blue Wells, Fargo & Co. handstamps of Bannock City,
one of the entires Oregon with Wells, Fargo & Co. Centerville handstamp & Corvallis handstamp, cover faults, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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This firm was the largest express company operating throughout the American West. Founded in San
Francisco in 1852, it steadily expanded its services across California. Through organic growth and the
acquisition of the facilities and equipment of numerous smaller express companies, it achieved near-total
dominance of the California express business by 1856, having eliminated most competitors.

The earliest Wells Fargo franks were applied by handstamp on plain or government-issued envelopes and
seldom tied adhesive postage stamps. In 1855, the company began imprinting its franks directly onto
government embossed envelopes. The various handstamp and frank types are known in multiple forms
and were comprehensively classified by the late Dr. Victor M. Berthold in 1926. The principal interest in
these issues lies in their actual usage and in the wide variety of auxiliary markings encountered.



931 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Caspar, Cal., bold strike of oval handstamp cancels 3¢ green entire to Cayucos Ca., printed
black Wells Fargo paid frank, a Very Fine strike. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

932 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Clements, Cal., exceptional bold strike of blue oval handstamp cancels 2¢ brown entire to San 
Francisco Cal., black printed Wells Fargo paid frank, reverse with purple “Wells, Fargo & Co, San Francisco, Jul 14 1885”
oval arrival datestamp and 1885 receipt docketing; reduced slightly at left, Very Fine and choice strike, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

933 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Express, Columbia, blue oval Gothic lettering handstamp with matching straight line “April 6, 1859”
on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to San Francisco, with merchant handstamp “W.O. Slenpers & Co., Columbia, Cal” in black,
Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

934 * (Wells, Fargo & Co.) F-M-Cordill , ‘OK, C Feb 10 Eagle Pass & Durango, bold magenta three-line handstamp (unlisted in
Thomas) with two strikes of matching “Eagle Pass, Texas” Wells Fargo & Co. straight-line (Thomas WFE-110): one on 2¢
green indicium, the second cancelling the 10 centavos Wells, Fargo Mexican printed frank (Thomas WFM-038), entire
addressed to Monterey, Mex.; magenta oval on verso “Express Wells, Fargo Y Cia. Monterey, Mex. 10 Febr 93” dates this
wonderful cover to 1893; trivial corner damage at upper left from opening, Extremely Fine, An eye-catching unique Wells,
Fargo & Co. Texas cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

935 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, Georgetown, full clear oval handstamp (Leutzinger type 3-1) on 1853, 3¢ red entire to San
Francisco, Cal., with unusual matching “Feb 15” straight line handstamp on indicia, black Haller type E printed frank,
Extremely Fine, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

936 * Wells, Fargo & Co Express Hamilton, Nev, clear blue circular handstamp with negative lettering (Thomas WFE-107c) with
WF & Co printed frank on 3¢ pink on white entire (U58) to Stockton, Rush Valley, Utah; rebacked front & right side repaired
including tiny portion of indicium and a few letters of the addressee’s name, sealed tear at bottom, Very Fine appearance,
Unlisted in Thomas, a rare Nevada Territorial marking of Wells, Fargo & Co.
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400
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937 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Helena, Montana, Jan 27, 1868, sharp blue double circle datestamp on 1864-65 3¢ pink entire (U58)
with Wells, Fargo & Co., printed frank to New York City; black “Boyds Dispatch 38 Fulton St. Feb 15 [1868]” cds with
matching “PAID” in circle applied on arrival for local delivery, Very Fine and attractive, rare usage showing Wells, Fargo
carriage from Montana Territory to New York with Boyd’d Dispatch local post for delivery to addressee., ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

938 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Idaho Markings, small lot of eight entires and one front all with Wells, Fargo & Co. company frank and
oval handstamps, town include Bannock City, Boise City, Idaho City, Lewiston, Ruby City and a 3¢ entire from the Marks
correspondence with superb blue strike of “South Mountain, I.T.” with type written note on reverse, “Struck from original
cancel picked up at Silver City, Idaho 1946”, some cover faults and/or light Wells, Fargo & Co. markings, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.

939 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Los Angeles, Sep 12, [1869], bold blue oval datestamp (Thomas WFE-107) with their matching “PAID”
in oval handstamp on cover to “Sr. Don A.F. Coronel, State Treasurer, Sacramento City, Cal.” with second 6¢ purple entire
Wells, Fargo & Co. frank (also canceled with WF & Co. Los Angeles datestamp) added as paste-up to make up the
double-rate; enclosed letter in Spanish datelined “Los Angeles Sept 12 a 1869”; couple stained spots on first envelope, Very
Fine and a rare usage of the 6¢ entire as a paste-up. 
Scott No. U63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400
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940 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Los Guilicos, Cal., bold purple oval handstamp cancels 2¢ green entire to Oakland Cal.,
printed black Wells Fargo paid frank, Very Fine and exceptionally rare, ex-Parker & Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

941 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Michigan Bluff, Apr 9, bold strike of blue oval datestamp on orange buff cover to the Wells Fargo agent
at Folsom Cal., included is original enclosure on Wells, Fargo & Co. printed letterhead, an Extremely Fine gem. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

942 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Midway, Nov 28, clear strike of blue oval handstamp cancels 3¢ green on amber entire to San Francisco
Cal., printed black Wells Fargo paid frank; reduced slightly at right, Very Fine, The only recorded Well’s Fargo Co. use
from Midway , ex-Hertz.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

943 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Monterey, Cal., bold sharp strike of purple oval handstamp cancels 2¢ Columbian (U349)
entire to San Francisco Cal., two strikes of magenta “Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, San Francisco, Cal., Jun 5” and “Jun. 7” oval 
arrival datestamps, purple “J.A. Girardin” corner card handstamp; purple crayon “2” marking, Extremely Fine and choice
with great eye appeal. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

944 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Napa, Dec 29, blue oval datestamp cancels 3¢ green entire to San Francisco, printed black Wells Fargo
paid frank, bold strike of W. Webster Wagon & Carriage Making shield illustrated corner card handstamp showing wagon,
Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

945 * Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express New York Aug 10, [1867], blue double circle datestamp (Thomas WFE-107) on 3¢ pink on
white entire (U58) with WF & Co printed frank addressed to “Mr. Henry A. Melly , Fort Yuma, Arizona or California ” (the
address appears to be reinked with non contemporary ink); forwarded with small blue “Yuma, A.T. Sep 9” (1867) cds and
the notation “Los Angeles, California” beneath; a second (paste-up) orange envelope was added at Los Angeles and struck
with blue oval datestamp “Wells, Fargo & Co. Los Angeles Sep 21” (Thomas WFE-105) addressed to Melly  at
“Georgetown, Clear Creek District, Colorado, U.S. America”  where the letter apparently finally met up with Mr. Melly;
1867 docketing dates this interesting, well-traveled, item; paste-up separated and hinged in place to show both envelopes, light 
wear, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

AN INTERESTING AND RARE COVER, HAVING TRAVELED FROM NEW YORK CITY TO FORT YUMA,
ARIZONA TERRITORY, BACK TO LOS ANGELES, AND THEN FINALLY TO GEORGETOWN, COLORADO
TERRITORY.
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946 * Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express, Ophir , blue double oval handstamp on cover from the East Coast with indistinct cds & “Paid”
handstamp in arc with manuscript “6” rate, sent to Mormon Island & forwarded with their oval postmark to Auburn, some
minor wear, Very Fine, reported to be the earliest recorded Ophir Wells, Fargo & Co. marking.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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947 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Palisades Nov 10, partial blue oval handstamp (Thomas WFE-105) on 1870 3¢ green entire (U82) with
reddish brown W.L. Pritchard’s  Fast Freight Line all-over shaded advertising (variety unlisted in Thomas) to San
Francisco, with company frank at left, Very Fine. 
Scott No. U82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

W.L. Pritchard started the Express Business in the late 1860s at Elko, Nevada. He moved to Palisade where he had more than
500 wagons and 2,000 animals hauling supplies as far south as Pioche via Mineral Hill, Eureka and Hamilton. With the
coming of the Central Pacific Railroad, followed by the development of the White Pines Mines, as well as the Mineral Hill and
Eureka districts; Palisade became a prominent rail head for the deposits of ore. Situated on the Humboldt River at the west end 
of Twelve Mile Canyon, about ten miles from Carlen, it was a very active town. Palisade gained a national reputation for
staging fake gun battles and Indian attacks for the benefit of the Overland Limited Train, as it stopped there for refueling and
water. The Eureka-Palisade railroad was completed in the early 1870s and Pritchard was forced to sell his stage and freight
lines. Today it is practically a ghost town, and a junction of the Southern Pacific Railroad and Western Pacific Railroad and
where the shops of the Eureka and Palisade Railroad once stood.

948 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Point Arenas, Jun 27, clear full oval date stamp on fresh 1864, 3¢ pink entire to San Francisco, black
printed company frank at top, Extremely Fine, one of the finest strikes of his very rare express marking from the small costal
town, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

949 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, Rattlesnake, blue oval handstamp on 3¢ red (U3) entire to Sacramento Cal., cancelled by
“Sacramento Cal. 2 Aug” cds, endorsed “with pkg” at top left; minor edge wear, Very Fine and a rare Wells, Fargo & Co.
marking. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

950 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Red Bluff, Cal., Oct. 14, 1883, perfect bold strike of red oval datestamp cancels 2¢ red entire
to San Francisco Cal., printed black Wells Fargo paid frank, blue company oval datestamp on flap, Very Fine and exceptional 
strike, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

951 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Paid, Redding, Cal. Dec 18, remarkable bold strike cancels 2¢ brown entire to Berkeley Cal.,
printed black Wells Fargo paid frank, Extremely Fine, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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952 * Wells, Fargo & Cos. Express, Rough & Ready, sharp strike of blue oval handstamp on 1853-55 3¢ red (U10) Nesbitt entire
to San Francisco Cal., printed black Wells Fargo paid frank, manuscript “69” at lower left is addressee’s file marking; reduced
at right into indicia, Fine, An exceptionally rare example of the Wells Fargo Rough & Ready oval handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

953 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Ruby City, I.T., bold blue oval company frank handstamp on legal size paste up with two regular size 3¢
entires on reverse with printed franks and matching oval handstamp’s addressed to Boise City, I.T., opened for display, Very
Fine and a rare Idaho usage. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

954 * Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express, Sacramento, full clear strike of small red oval handstamp (Leutzinger type 1-23) on ca. 1852
cover addressed to San Francisco, Extremely Fine, the earliest Wells Fargo mark for Sacramento and Certainly One Of, If
Not the Finest Known, ex-Salzer, Tatham & Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

This cover along with the Sacramento “Too Late” and Assembly marking are among the most important Sacramento Wells
Fargo covers.
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955 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Sacramento Jan 17, near perfect strike of blue double-circle company handstamp (Thomas WFE-107)
on brown legal size cover to Auburn, printed corner card of Wells, Fargo & Co. Express & Exchange Company; paste-up
on verso of WF & Co printed frank on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire + 1851 3¢ dull red, both tied and canceled with four
additional strikes of the Sacramento double circle handstamp; few small edge tears, slightly reduced at right, F.-V.F. and a
lovely paste-up usage. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

956 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express San Francisco, bold blue company oval handstamp with gothic lettering (WFE-101) and
matching blue “TOO LATE”  (for steamboat) blue rectangular handstamp on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire with Wells Fargo
printed frank, addressed to Michigan Bluffs, Placer County, some backflap damage, Very Fine, purported to be the only
known example of this “TOO LATE” handstamp, ex-Emerson, Pearce & Walske, Illustrated in Leutzinger.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

957 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, San Francisco, two strikes of blue oval company handstamp (Thomas WFE-101) on legal size
1853-55 6¢ Nesbitt entire (U12) uprated with 1851 1¢ blue & 3¢ dull red both tied by one of the strikes of the blue company
oval, also with matching company oval “PAID” handstamp; addressed to Washington DC, this cover was carried from
California to NY by WF & Co, and entered the mails with “New-York Mar 14” black cds, some cover flaws, Fine and a very
rare usage of the 6¢ Nesbitt entire. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

958 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, San Juan, bold strike of blue oval handstamp cancels 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to San
Francisco Cal., endorsed “Valuable” at left, printed black Wells Fargo Paid frank; minor flap tear, Very Fine and scarce
strike. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

959 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, San Quentin, large blue oval handstamp on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire with company frank and
addressed to Marysville, slightly refolded at top & some light cover wrinkles, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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960 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Selma, Cal., neat bold strike of purple oval handstamp cancels 2¢ Columbian (U349) entire to
Fresno Cal., printed blue Wells Fargo Columbian illustrated frank, purple “Nov 6 1893” straightline at left, Very Fine and
exceptionally rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

961 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Express, Shasta, oval handstamp and scarce printed red Wells Fargo paid frank on 10¢ green (U17)
entire to Thomas Drinkall, Benton Wis.; minor flap tear and edge wear, Very Fine, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

962 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Silver City Utah, blue gothic handstamp on 3¢ Star Die Entire with Wells Fargo printed frank to
Oakland, with conjunctive handstamp J. Bamber & Co.’s Contra Costa Express, San Francisco (BAM-100), flap torn,
Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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963 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Steamboat Covers, lot of seven covers with Wells, Fargo & Co. Steamboat markings, 1.) Swift & Co.
Express printed frank (Thomas SWI-001) on 3¢ Nesbitt (U10) with blue oval “Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat
handstamp (Thomas WFE-101), light wear, missing backflap, 2.) W.E. Singer & Co.s Feather River Express Connecting with
Wells, Fargo & Co. blue company handstamp (Thomas SIN-100) on 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) with woodblock Wells, Fargo
printed frank (Thomas WFE-001) and fancy blue handstamp ”Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat" (Thomas WFE-108,
Leutzinger 02-04), tears and edgewear right; 3.) Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat blue rounded rectangular handstamp
(Thomas WFE-109, Leutzinger 01-15), VF; 4.) Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat. blue oval (Thomas WFE-102) on
stampless buff cover, light wear; 5.) Wells, Fargo & Co. Steamboat blue oval (Thomas WFE101) on U10 with printed frank;
6.) Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat blue irregular hexagon handstamp (Thomas WFE-108, Leutzinger 02-05) wood
block printed frank on U10 to Nevada City; 7.) Wells, Fargo & Co. Express Steamboat rounded rectangular blue handstamp
(Thomas WFE-109, Leutzinger 01-15) on U10 with printed frank; with 8th cover included Wells, Fargo & Co. printed frank
on U58 with large red “COLLECT” printed on envelope with 1866 docketing, F.-V.F., a wonderful offering of these rare
California Steamboat markings, many featured in a March, 2019 article by James W. Milgram, M.D. and Dr. Robert J.
Chandler in Western Express, provenance includes ex-Kramer, Knapp, Tatham, Barkhausen, Clifford.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

Please visit our website for additional images.

964 * Wells, Fargo, Co., Truckee, blue oval company handstamp on 1870 3¢ entire with printed frank vertically at left addressed to
San Francisco, entire with handsome all over pink “ Elle Ellen, Building Lumber & Shingles, Truckee, Cal.” shaded ad,
docket on verso “E. Ellen Ans. Jan 31, 1873”, Extremely Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

965 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Washoe City. N.(T.), blue oval handstamp on 1861 3¢ entire with bottom left company frank at to Santa
Clara, Cal., black company handstamp of “Geo. Loomis & Co., Minnesota Mill” at left which was located near Washoe City.
flap tear, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

966 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Waterman, Cal., beautifully struck blue handstamp on 1884, 3¢ green entire to San
Francisco, black (Thomas WFE-030) printed frank error printed diagonally at top center, Extremely Fine and choice, less
than five examples are known from this desert ghost town., ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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967 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Wawona, Cal., perfect strike of purple oval express handstamp on 1887, 2¢ green entire to
Fresno with black company frank at top; small tear at top just touching indicia, Very Fine and choice, a rare express
handstamp, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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968 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, Windsor, remarkable bold strike cancels 3¢ pink (U35) buff entire to San Francisco, printed
black Wells Fargo Paid frank, flap missing, Extremely Fine and choice, ex-Myerson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

969 * Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, Yosemite, Cal., complete sharp strike of purple oval handstamp on 2¢ brown entire to Lenox
Mass., printed black Wells Fargo paid frank, entered mails with Mo. duplex, reverse with “Lenox, Mass. Aug 29 1887” arrival
backstamp, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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The Pony Express

970 * California Pony Express, Paid, red oval handstamp (FWK census W19) of New York applied on 1860 3¢ Star Die entire
and address to “Messrs Crosby & Dibblee” in San Francisco, manuscript directive “Pony Express” at bottom left and “Paid” at 
upper left, Pony Express pencil rate “500”  indicating that the double $2.50 rate had been paid, oval handstamp of The Central 
Overland California & Pike’s Peak Express Company, St. Joseph, Mo., Oct. 18 applied on the date of departure of the
Westbound Pony arriving in San Francisco on October 30, 1860, flap missing and tiny, professionally mended tear at top,
Extremely Fine.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $5,000 - 7,500

A STUNNING PONY EXPRESS COVER PAYING THE DOUBLE RATE DURING THE SECOND PERIOD FROM THE
FAMOUS CROSBY-DIBBLEE CORRESPONDENCE.

This is an outstanding usage with two very interesting features. Westbound Pony covers are rarer than eastbound with only
twelve listed in the Frajola-Kramer-Walske census with the red New York oval “California Pony Express, Paid” handstamp.
This cover demonstrates the under 3,000 miles loophole that allowed westbound mail to be sent in bundles from the East Coast
to St. Joseph by mail with only 3¢ domestic postage prepaid. This loophole was closed by the Act of February 27, 1861 that
eliminated the mileage provision and required 10¢ postage on any letter crossing the Rocky Mountains.

This cover was carried on the Pony Express trip leaving St. Joseph on October 18, 1860, arriving 12 days later in San
Francisco on October 30, 1860 (Trip WT-45 in The Pony Express, by Frajola, Walske & Kramer, p. 95).
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Few enterprises in American history burn as brightly—or as briefly—as the Pony Express. Created in
April 1860 by Russell, Majors and Waddell, it was born of a national urgency to connect the rapidly
expanding West with the established East. Operating as part of the Central Overland California and Pikes
Peak Express Company, the Pony Express delivered mail at unprecedented speed, relayed by horseback
across nearly 2,000 miles of plains, deserts, and mountains. From St. Joseph, Missouri, riders carried the
most vital correspondence of a growing nation, racing against distance, weather, and danger.

Though legendary in execution, the Pony Express was short-lived. Operating at a financial loss, it placed a
heavy burden on its parent company and existed for barely eighteen months. The completion of the
Transcontinental Telegraph in October 1861 rendered the service obsolete, and the final ride was
completed on October 24, 1861. Its brief lifespan only deepens its mystique: artifacts associated with the
Pony Express are among the most sought-after treasures of Western Americana and postal history,
embodying a rare moment when speed, courage, and ambition briefly outran technology itself.



971 * Pony Express, San Francisco, Dec 22, [1860] blue oval Running Pony handstamp (FWK census E-048) “ties” 1857 10¢
green (not original to cover) with bold green “The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company St Joseph Mo.
Pony Express, Jan 6” in concentric oval & circle on verso; entered mails with green double-circle datestamp “Saint Joseph Mo.
Jan 7” for delivery to New York (docketed as “Recd Jan 10 1861”; some offset ink on front of cover from backstamp, portion of 
pony handstamp drawn in to “tie” stamp, some edge restoration and top left corner repaired where stamp added, Very Fine
appearance, ex-Hawley.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $3,000 - 4,000

WONDERFUL STRIKES OF BOTH THE SAN FRANCISCO RUNNING PONY (ON FRONT) AND THE SAINT
JOSEPH PONY OVAL-IN-CIRCLE ON VERSO.

This cover was carried on the Pony Express trip leaving San Francisco on December 22, 1860, arriving 15 days later in St.
Joseph on Jan 6, 1861 (Trip ET-59 in The Pony Express, by Frajola, Walske & Kramer, p. 88).
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972 * Pony Express, San Francisco, Jan. 26, [1861] blue oval Running Pony handstamp (FWK census E-055) struck twice on
1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire (one strike partly off cover) along with dateless blue oval handstamp “The Central Overland
California & Pikes Peak Express Company, San Francisco, Cal”, entered the mails with green double circle datestamp of “St.
Joseph Mo. Feb. 15” (1861), addressed to Sing Sing N.Y.; professionally restored with top backflap and a small wedge-shaped
piece at top center added, otherwise Extremely Fine, a wonderful cover with clear strikes of the San Francisco “Running
Pony” oval, as well as the dateless blue oval.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500 - 10,000

A BEAUTIFUL EASTBOUND RUNNING PONY EXPRESS USE FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO NEW YORK.

This cover was carried on the Pony Express trip leaving San Francisco on January 26, 1861, arriving 19 days later in St.
Joseph on Feb 14, 1861 (Trip ET-99 in The Pony Express, by Frajola, Walske & Kramer, p. 88).
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973 * Pony Express, the Central Overland California & Pikes Peak St. Joseph. Mo. Jan 20, [1861] bold green oval-in-circle
company handstamp (FWK census W-32) on 1853-55 10¢ Nesbitt entire (U15) to San Francisco, with manuscript “Paid per
Poney Express” directive; light pencil rate notation “2.50” (second period pony express fee = $2.50 per ¼ ounce) at upper
right near indicium, also light pencil “Paid JTC” at left; professionally repaired (virtually undetectable) with sealed scissor cut
around indicium, original to cover, Extremely Fine appearance, exhibit quality example of a scarce westbound pony express
cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $5,000 - 7,500

NEARLY PERFECT STRIKE OF THE OVAL-IN-CIRCLE PONY EXPRESS HANDSTAMP ON A WESTBOUND
COVER.

This cover was carried on the Pony Express trip leaving Saint Joseph on January 20, 1861 (Trip WT-72 in The Pony Express,
by Frajola, Walske & Kramer, p. 96). It is not clear from surviving records when the pony arrived into San Francisco.

974 (* ) Wells, Fargo & Co. Pony Express ($1.00) Red Type II East-to-West Frank, with several strokes of pen (apparently
voiding the pony express printed frank) with printed address to the “Agent of Pony Express, St. Joseph, Mo. For” on 10¢
pumpkin entire with handwritten address John Smith Esq, Sacramento City, Cal.; uncanceled, possibly a used leftover, but
with the absence of any postal or pony markings more likely just an attempt at philatelic deception, pressed out creases,
rebacked front, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

975 * (Pony Express) M. S. Latham Free Franks, lot of two Latham free franks and one ALS: first, free frank on cover with
“Washington D.C. FREE Feb 23” cds to Allen Latham, in Chillicothe, Ohio; second, free frank on cover with “Cincinnati, O.
Nov 3 FREE” in red cds with embossed shield corner card of Metropolitan Hotel, Broadway, New York, also to Allen
Latham in Chillicothe; third ALS postmarked “Canonsburg, Pa. Mar 4” (1844) with 18¾ manuscript rate folded letter to
Miami University in Ohio; condition mixed with some minor mostly edge faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Latham was the sixth Governor of the State of California in 1860, and later U.S. Senator from California from 1860-1863. He
was a strong supporter of Russell, Majors and Waddell and their effort to secure the contract for the Central Route. As a result
he was among the few individuals later permitted to send Pony Express mail free of charge. Please visit our website for
additional images.
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Virginia City Pony Express

976 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Aurora, Express, blue oval gothic handstamp on 3¢ pink entire to San Francisco with company frank
and 1862-64 10¢ brown Virginia City Pony Express stamp (143L7, clear to large margins three sides, touching at left);
faintly tied by matching blue oval, docketing “Recd Saturday Nov 29, 62”, also docketed at left “Aurora Nov 14, 62, Recd 18”;
light edge wear, Very Fine, the 10¢ Virginia City pony stamp is by far the scarcest of the three types/rates.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $3,000 - 4,000

A SCARCE EXAMPLE OF THE FIRST PERIOD RATE (10 CENTS) VIRGINIA CITY PONY EXPRESS.

The Virginia City Pony Express was established by Wells, Fargo and Company in August 1862 to supplement their normal
express business between Virginia City, Nevada Territory, in the rich Washoe mining area, and San Francisco. The pony
express service was advertised as 24 hours, versus 44 hours for the normal service. Mail was carried by a pony rider from
Virginia City to Placerville where it was put on a train for Sacramento. At Sacramento the mail was placed on a steamboat for
conveyance down the Sacramento River and across San Francisco Bay to San Francisco. It appears that service was
suspended between July 29 and Dec 28, 1864. After a brief revival in 1865, the service was permanently suspended on March
2, 1865.

977 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Express, aurora, very light blue oval handstamp cancelling on 1860 3¢ pink entire (U34) to San
Francisco and a second also very light strike tying Wells Fargo & Co., 1862-64, 25¢ blue (#143L8) with virtually four
complete margins, minute corner tear at top left, black company frank at top; contemporary docketing at right “Aurora March
17.63” etc. dates this cover to 1863; hint of corner wear, Very Fine, Nearly all 25¢ blue Virginia City pony covers from Aurora
are of the Crittenden correspondence, the two examples offered here are exceptions.
Scott No. 143L8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $2,000 - 3,000

The 25¢ Virginia City Pony Express rate was in effect from February 1863 to its end in February, 1865. In March 1864, the
blue 25¢ adhesive was replaced by the same design in red.
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978 * Wells, Fargo & Co., Express, Aurora, blue oval handstamp cancelling on 1860 3¢ pink entire (U34) to San Francisco and a
second light strike tying Wells Fargo & Co., 1862-64, 25¢ blue (143L8) left margin copy to just touching at upper right and
bottom, black company frank at top; contemporary docketing at right “Aurora Mch 25.63” etc. dates this cover to 1863; light
edge wear, Very Fine, Nearly all 25¢ blue Virginia City pony covers from Aurora are of the Crittenden correspondence, the
two examples offered here are exceptions.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

The 25¢ Virginia City Pony Express rate was in effect from February 1863 to its end in February, 1865. In March 1864, the
blue 25¢ adhesive was replaced by the same design in red.

979 * Whiting & Co.’s Feather River Express Paid, black printed frank (Thomas WHI-009) with very light blue circular
datestamp of “Wheeler’s Express LaPorte” (Thomas WHE-100) on 3¢ pink entire (U59) to Morristown, Very Fine, a rare
conjunctive usage, ex-Tatham.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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980 * G.H. Wines & Co.’s Express California, Paid, black printed frank with elaborate eagle, scroll and shield design (WIE-001)
on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Sacramento City, Very Fine and rare, one of only two examples of this printed frank
known used without any other express or postal markings., ex-Barkhausen.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $3,000 - 4,000

A RARE AND BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF WINES FANCY PRINTED FRANK ILLUSTRATING THE EAGLE ON
SHIELD WITH RIBBON.

G. H. Wines Express was formed in New York City in Jun, 1855 with their San Francisco office being established Jul, 1855.
Gilbert H. Wines and Charles A. Whitney were the proprietors. They initially connected with Rhodes & Whitney’s Express at
Sacramento, but by Oct, 1855 had expanded to cover the Northern Mines, Stockton and the Southern Mines themselves. They
connected with Leland’s Express for San Jose, Santa Clara, etc. and with Gilbert & Hedges for Monterey, San Diego, Los
Angeles, etc. They transported their express matter bound for the east coast via Nicaragua. Wines Express went out of business 
in Apr, 1857 due to absentee management, turmoil in Nicaragua, and the increasing domination of Wells, Fargo & Co.
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Western Express Group Lots

981 * Wells, Fargo & Co. Express, Outstanding Collection, a wonderful group of 130 Wells, Fargo & Co. Express covers
mainly from California, however a few are noted from Nevada, a large number of scarce and rare towns are included, the
overall condition is well above and the strikes are generally clear and bold, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

A GREAT LOT FOR THE SPECIALIST WHICH NEEDS TO BE EXAMINED TO BE APPRECIATED.

Please visit our website for additional images.
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982 * Western Express Balance Lot, small lot of 11 covers (all but one are Postal Entires), express companies including Bamber,
Hinckley, Langton’s, Northern Pacific, Wells, Fargo & Co., “Wheeler, Rutherford”, Whiting, noted in one cover carried by
three different express companies (Langton’s, Wells, Fargo & Co. & Bamber), some faults, Fine, please inspect. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

983 * Western Express Covers Balance, lot of 5 covers: 1.) Cherokee Express, Paid, mostly clear blue oval handstamp on cover
to Oroville Cal. franked with manuscript cancelled 1861 3¢; reduced at right, substantial repairs on three sides, heavy
horizontal crease, still a scarce express company; 2.) a second Cherokee Express Paid handstamp cover (two strikes) with
partial “Wells Fargo Oroville” conjunctive oval, opened and repaired very crudely at right including about 90% of indicium
replacement; 3.) Wells, Fargo & Co., Sac Messenger handstamp on cover to Weaverville; 4.) Penny Post San Francisco
black circular handstamp repaired cover; 5.) damaged cover (indicium or stamp cut away from envelope) addressed to
Panama N.G. per J. L. Stephens (steamer) with Hawes & Co.’s Express SF & NY handstamp on verso; examination of lot
suggested, Very Good to Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

Transcontinental Railroad

984 * Cent. Pacific R.R., Aug 11, partial strike of cds on 3¢ pink (U58) entire with red “Paid, Pacific Union Express Co.” printed
ribbon frank to La Crosse Wisc.; very light wear, Fine and scarce railroad use. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

As the Union Pacific Railroad was building track from Omaha City westwards, the Central Pacific Railroad was building
track eastwards from Sacramento. The Pacific Union Express Co. had a close working relationship with the Central Pacific
Railroad. Apparently, this letter was carried by Pacific Union Express to the Central Pacific Railroad, which carried it to the
eastern railhead, and subsequently placed in the mails to Wisconsin.
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985 * Cent. Pacific R.R., Nov 21, partial strike of cds on 3¢ pink (U58) entire with red “Paid, Pacific Union Express Co.” printed
ribbon frank to New York, origination light black manuscript postmark “Ukiah [Oregon] Nov 19” with blue merchant
handstamp receiving mark upper left; light wear, small piece of backflap missing, F.-V.F. 
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

986 * [Central Pacific Railroad] Newcastle C.P.R.R., Jun 30, 1871, blue double-circle cds on 3¢ green entire with Wells Fargo
printed frank to San Francisco, Very Fine and scarce railroad station, Towle No. 976-S-4, Rarity V.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

A total of five Station Agent date stamps are recorded in use between Sacramento City and Ogden by Towle in the 1870s, these
being at Newcastle, Penryn, Pino, Tacoma & Verdi. Wells Fargo envelope put onto Route 14701 at Newcastle to be carried 32
miles south west to Sacramento.

987 * [Ephemera], The Central Route From Chicago to San Francisco, thin cardboard poster 5¾" x 11¼" promoting this route
as being 500 miles shorter and says to take the “Chicago and Northwestern Railway from Chicago”, etc.; all four corners with
repairs, lovely Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

988 * Cheyenne Dak. Mar. 8 [1868], mostly clear strike of Dakota Territorial cds with quartered cork lightly canceling 3¢ pink on
buff entire (U59) to New York City with Union Pacific R.R. Office of Superintendent & Engineer of Construction corner
card; small sealed tear at top, otherwise Very Fine. 
Scott No. U59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400
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989 * Denver, Col. Ju[x] 25 [ca 1868], blue cds yellow cover to Canton, Ohio franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65), tied by matching
target killer, reverse with all-over propaganda map showing no less than seven rail lines radiating from Denver (none of
which actually existed at the time this promotional cover was printed); slight reduction at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

This cover was featured in an article (“Denver Railroad Map Cover”) by James W. Milgram, M.D. in the March, 2019 issue of
Western Express.
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990 * Earliest East-to-West Cover Carried Over the Newly Completed Railroad From Coast-to-Coast, black “Danbury,
Conn. 11 May” [1869] cds with cut cork killer tying 3¢ 1861 issue (65) on yellow cover to San Francisco; docketed at left
“Danbury May 11/69, S. F. [May] 20” with original business enclosure datelined “Danbury Conn. May 11, 1869”; reduced
irregularly at right, F.-V.F., an exceptional item, purported by the consignor to be the earliest east-to-west cover carried over
the newly completed railroad from coast-to-coast, as evidenced by the nine-day transit time based on docketing (see article in
March, 2008 issue of Western Express for additional details).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

THE EARLIEST RECORDED EAST TO WEST COVER CARRIED ON THE RECENTLY-COMPLETED
TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD LINE.

The railheads of the transcontinental railroad met at Promontory Point, UT on May 10, 1869. Prior to that, Overland Mail
Company carried the mail between the railheads, and transit times gradually shortened. The rail line was completed the day
before this cover was mailed from Danbury to San Francisco.

991 * (Earliest West-to-East Cover Carried Over the Newly Completed Railroad From Coast-to-Coast), postmarked “San
Francisco, Cal. May 13” [1869] bold black cds with cork partly off folded business letter, written in French, datelined “San
Francisco 13 Mai 1869” addressed to Barbezieux, France; merchant’s handstamp at left “Abel Guy [San Francisco] May 13,
1869” with arrival and forwarding rated black datestamp “18 New York May 22”; tear to internal sheet, Very Fine, an
exceptional item, purported by the consignor to be the earliest west-to-east cover carried over the newly completed railroad
from coast-to-coast, as evidenced by the nine-day transit time and the dates of departure and arrival., ex-Walske.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

THE EARLIEST RECORDED COVER CARRIED ON THE RECENTLY-COMPLETED TRANSCONTINENTAL
RAILROAD LINE.

The railheads of the transcontinental railroad met at Promontory Point, UT on May 10, 1869. Prior to that, Overland Mail
Company carried the mail between the railheads, and transit times gradually shortened. When this cover was sent from San
Francisco, the rails had been joined only three days earlier.
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992 * Original CDV Showing Connection of the Lines [may 10, 1869], photograph with contemporary manuscript notation on
back “The junction of the Pacific RR tracks where the little white flag appears in centre of picture”, printer’s purple handstamp
“Savage & Ottinger, Fine Art Gallery, Great Salt Lake City, Utah”, Very Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

993 * [Pacific Union Express Co.] C.P.R.R. Messr. Aug 21, bold strike of blue double circle (Thomas PAU-601) on one of two
Pacific Union printed franks on U58 (Thomas PAU-001) each with double circle “Pacific Union Ex. Co., San Francisco Aug
20” (Thomas PAU-100) used as paste-ups making up double-rate on legal size envelope to Batterman & Co., Virginia City;
with two original enclosures datelined “Aug 20, 1868” from San Francisco regarding power of attorney; carried by Pacific
Union from San Francisco to Sacramento, where the route agent applied the CPRR handstamp by train to Reno, then by stage
or wagon to Virginia City; sealed tears at left, backflap damage, F.-V.F., ex-Lichtenstein & Tatham.
Scott No. U58 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

994 * U. Pacific R.R. Jul 23 [1868], decipherable black cds and matching large “A” on 3¢ pink on white entire (U58) with Wells,
Fargo & Co. printed frank; original business enclosure datelined “Boise City, July 13th, 1868” signed Ephraim P. Rice;
carried by Wells, Fargo & Co. from Boise City to their station on the railhead in Utah with “Bear River July 17th/68”
manuscript station agent’s marking (not a postal manuscript, as the Bear River, Utah post office was open from Sep 2, 1868 to
Jun 12, 1869; thus, this express station agent’s manuscript predates post office establishment); Wells, Fargo & Co. turned the
letter over to the Union Pacific’s agent with their cds for delivery to New York; sealed tear at top into printed frank, some
toning; a second (damaged) cover is included posted “East River Con. Dec 19”, franked with a 3¢ 1861 issue (65) and
addressed to “Mr. S.H. Chittenden, Business Office U.P.R.R., Bear River City, Utah Territory” showing an in-bound example
to the “Hell on Wheels” known as Bear River City, Fine and rare. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

A VERY RARE WELLS, FARGO & CO’S STATION AGENT MARKING, SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THAT COMPANY AND THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.

A mobile “Hells on Wheels” was born each time the a new camp was established as the railroad was being built across the
country in the late 1860s. When Bear River City was established in Utah Territory in 1868, Brigham Young assured the
shocked Mormons that it wouldn’t last long.
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995 * (Union Pacific R.R.) Gen. Jack Casement, legal size blue cover franked with two 3¢ 1867 grilled adhesives (defective) with
blue cork killers matching blue cds “Chicago, Ill. Feb 17” with enclosed letter datelined “Chicago, Feb 16/69” requesting a
pass for travel, cover with very interesting and very lengthy address, “General Jack Casement, is the Boy I must find, Don’t
know where he is and hence ‘go it blind’, He’s in the Pacific (RR) that leads to the Sea, Astride of an Engine, or under a tree.
Wherever he is, he’s a jolly good fellow, And, likes a good toddy, but never gets mellow, Can build a big rail road, without a big
fuss, Tell a good story, or ‘fight like a cuss’, If such one you find, youre sure on the track, Approach and salute him, with ‘how
are you Jack’, If he’s the right man, quite certain I think, He will greet you ‘old chap, let’s have a drink", And when you have
‘smiled’ deliver this letteer, And, return me his answer, the sooner the better.”; vert. cover fold, opened roughly on back; also
included is 2½x4" CDV of the General printed by J.F. Ryder, Photographist, Cleveland, O., F.-V.F., this is the subject on an
article in the American Philatelist (June 1984) by Dr. Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A WONDERFUL ADDRESS TO THIS IMPORTANT FIGURE WHO WAS INSTRUMENTAL TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TRANS-CONTINENTAL RAILROAD.

John Stephen Casement (nickname “General Jack”) was a general and brigade commander in the Union Army during the
American Civil War and a noted railroad contractor and civil engineer. He directed the construction of the Union Pacific’s
section of the Transcontinental Railroad, which linked the Western United States with the East.

996 * Union Pacific R.R. [xxx] 12, [ca. 1868], legible blue cds with duplex “A” killer on 3¢ pink on white entire (U58) with Wells,
Fargo & Co. printed frank  and partly off-cover strike of “Wells, Fargo & Co. Sacramento” oval at top, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

997 * Union Pacific Rail Road, Office of Genl Superintendent, Omaha, Nebraska, printed corner card on cover franked with
1861 3¢ rose (65) cancelled by small circle of wedges and postmarked “Omaha, Neb Jan 20” black cds, addressed to
Connecticut; original enclosure datelined Omaha Neb, Jan 18, 1868 on stationery of the Union Pacific Railroad Office of
Genl Supt, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Construction began in October 1863. From the east, The Union Pacific Railroad Company based its operations in Omaha,
Nebraska.
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998 * Union Pacific Railroad Construction in 1867, 3¢ pink on buff entire (U59) postmarked “Salina, Kan Sep 10” [1867] cds
with bullseye killer addressed to Indiana with original enclosure datelined “Salina, Kansas Sept 9, 1867” giving an account of
the progress of the UPRR railroad construction, in part, “…The Union Pacific Railway Eastern Division is completed 75
miles west of us, and is being extended at the rate of 1½ miles pr day, notwithstanding Indian depradation, Cholera & C…J.M.
Anderson”; opened irregularly along top edge, F.-V.F. 
Scott No. U59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

999 * Pair of Union Pacific Railroad Covers, first with black “Union Pacific R.R.” (illegible month/day) cds and light cork on
grilled 3¢ 1867 issue on orange cover to New York; second with origination cds “Brooklyn, N.Y. Dec 9” tying 3¢ rose 1861
issue (65, defective) with cut cork killer addressed to “Rawlings Springs, Wyoming Territory, U.P.R.R.” with receipt
docketing at upper left “Dec 17 ‘68”, both opened a bit irregularly at right, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

1000* [Union Pacific Railroad] O. To C. U. Pacific R.R., May 11, bold strike of route agent cds with matching “N” lined fancy
cancel on 1864-65 3¢ pink (U59) entire with Wells Fargo printed frank and blue “Wells, Fargo & Co., San Francisco, May
6” oval datestamp to Seabrook N.H.; light stain at top, Very Fine and choice strike of this rare route agent cds, Towle No.
932-D-1. Rarity IV, The Towle Listing Example.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Nesbitt Die 26 Wells Fargo envelope put onto Route 14834 for Cisco. Stage coach to Ogden and Cheyenne. Put onto Route
14451 at Cheyenne for Omaha and the east. Posted May 11th 1868 when mail car was operating from Cheyenne to Omaha.

1001* Wells, Fargo & Co. C.P.R.R. Jul 18, nice strike of blue oval on 3¢ pink (U58) entire to Marysville with Wells, Fargo & Co.
printed frank; Wells Fargo’s agent on the Central Pacific Railroad would have handstamped this letter on the westbound train
to Sacramento, where it entered their system for delivery to Marysville (which was not on the rail line); small defect at bottom,
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1002* [Wells, Fargo & Co.] Salt Lake U. Dec 19, 1868, black double circle datestamp without “Wells, Fargo & Co.” at top (unlisted
in Leutzinger) on 1864-65 3¢ pink on buff entire (U59) with Wells, Fargo & Co. printed frank addressed to LaFayette, Indiana; 
Wells, Fargo & Co. carried this letter from Salt Lake City to the rail terminus where it entered the mails with light black “Union
Pacific R.R.” cds at lower right; docketed “Dec 28th, 1868” at left showing a transit time of only 9 days, small sealed tear at
top, F.-V.F., a rare and unusual Wells, Fargo & Co. handstamp from Utah.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1003* Wells, Fargo & Co’s Overland Express, From “California R.R.”, black on blue label with manuscript origin designation,
some creases and flaws, affixed on legal-size cover bearing two 1861 3¢ rose (65) singles, tied by sharp “Austin Nev, May 28”
duplex with target cancel to Nashville Ill., remarkable strike of bold “Registered” framed handstamp at left, some light
staining, reduced slightly at left, Fine and rare, because of the label this is the only known cover that illustrates that Wells,
Fargo & Co. carried mail between the two termini of the railroads, ex-Dale-Lichtenstein.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

THE ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE OF THE WELLS FARGO & CO. OVERLAND EXPRESS LABEL.

After buying out Ben Holladay in 1866, Wells Fargo ran the Overland Express over the same route as the earlier Pony
Express. In 1867 the Central Pacific was building the transcontinental railroad across the Sierras. Wells Fargo carried this
envelope by stagecoach from the Central Pacific railroad to Austin in central Nevada where they posted it by registered mail
to Illinois.

1004* West to East First Railroad Trip, sharp black San Francisco, Cal. May 6, [1869] cds with fancy circle of wedges tying 3¢
1861 issue (65) on cover to New York, with docketing “Recd May 15th 1869, By 1st through train from San Francisco to New
York, May 6, 1869”; reduced at left, minor toning/wear, Very Fine appearance, possible first train through from San
Francisco to New York; with 1997 P.F. Cert. states that “it is genuinely used on cover, but decline opinion as to the docketing”,
sold AS IS.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1005* Balance of Railroad Consignment, five covers, including: 1.) partial “[O. To C.]U. Pacific [R.R.] Dec 22” black cds with
bullseye killer on 3¢ 1869 issue ultramarine (114), side flap missing, 2.) partial black cds “Dutch Flat Cal. May 11” with
“Union Pacific R.R.” and bullseye tying 3¢ 1861 on orange cover to Spanish Flat, Cal., 3.) “San Francisco, Cal May 18” black
cds with two 3¢ 1861’s tied by cut cork on cover to Montreal showing 11 day transit time based on backstamp, 4.) indistinct
blue Utah postmark tying 3¢ 1869 issue (114) on damaged at right cover to Ohio with nice corner card “Union Pacific Railroad, 
Office J.S. & C.T. Casement, Echo City, Utah”, 5.) “Saint Louis Mo. May 4 1860” weak cds tying 3¢ 1857 issue (26) on small
cover to San Francisco with manuscript directive “Overland”; condition mixed, generally Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Town Postmarks (Arranged by State)

Arizona

1006* Arizona Postmark Group, lot of three covers and two postal entires from the 1870-80’s with various postmarks including
Camp Grant. Casa Grande, Fort Grant, Globe, Tempe, cover faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1007* Mail Station Between Holbrook and Keam’s Canon, Santa Fe Route (Arizona Territory), caption on circa 1880 cabinet
card photo 5¼" x 8½" showing a rough looking bunch of characters and their horses, guns, etc. in a rocky canyon; lower right
corner chipped off, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Keam’s Canyon and Holbrook are both within what is now the state of Arizona, about 70 miles apart with State Highway 77
separating the two locales.

1008* Maricopa Wells A.T. Oct [x], [1867}, beautiful strike of small blue cds with “Wells” horizontally beneath date (Type 2,
Rarity 6) tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on yellow cover to N.Y., included is original enclosure datelined “Camp McDowell Oct 6th,
1867” and reads, in part, “…Recd several papers from you by this morning’s mail. Would have preferred a letter but was glad
to get the papers. We have three mails a week now…Major Mills with his own and F. Co. is ordered to establish Camp Reno on
Verde Creek. They will probably march about the tenth…W.B. Hancock,” light toning at top center, missing backflap, Very
Fine and choice, possibly the finest strike of this scarce marking.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1009* Prescott, A.T. June 9, straightline postmark (Meyer 5, rarity 8) on 1861 3¢ rose (65, small flaws) on cover to Ohio; pencil
notations on verso “Fort Whipple Arizona Territory, June 2 ‘67” may refer to former contents (not included), minor edge wear
at lower right, Very Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

A RARE ARIZONA TERRITORY USE AND ONLY 7 RECORDED EXAMPLES.

Colorado

1010* Auraria , K.T. July 11th/59, two line manuscript postmark ties 1857 3¢ adhesive (tiny perf faults) on neat cover to Illinois;
this cover realized $9500 in our Sale #28 (Feb, 2008), Lot #4, cover with trivial small corner repair at bottom left

this cover was carried by the first contract trip of the United States Express Company which carried mail from July 11 until
August 26, 1859; the following year Auraria was unified with Denver City on April 5, 1860, Very Fine and rare, ex-Persson
& Chow.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

ONE OF ONLY 5 RECORDED AURARIA, KANSAS TERRITORY MANUSCRIPT POSTMARK USES.

On October 3, 1858, a group of prospectors arrived from Georgia led by. Green Russell. They soon established the town site of
Auraria located on the south bank of Cherry Creek. Henry Allen surveyed the Auraria town site and was elected the first
president. Just one month later a group arrived from Kansas led by William Larimer established Denver City located on
higher ground above the river, and became the trading center of the area later merging with Auraria. The Auraria post office
was established on January 18, 1859, but the first contract mails were not carried until June 18, 1859. The United States
Express Company carried the eastbound mail, however, the company failed after a short time discontinuing service on August
26, 1859.

This cover was sold by us for $9,500 as part of the Len Persson collection of Colorado (Sale 28, Lot 4).
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1011* Auraria  K.T., July 25, 1859, clear two line handstamp showing some inking of cliché binding the lettering together, on
1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Manhattan, Kansas Ter., with manuscript “Received Aug 21st” reflecting the slow mail
delivery to/from fledgling Colorado in 1859; 7mm of right edge repaired/replaced up to indicium, F.-V.F., a nice strike of this
rare short-lived handstamp marking known used between July 25 and August 26, 1859, this being the earliest recorded.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

The Auraria post office was established on January 18, 1859. Contract mail service to Auraria was begun on July 11, 1859 and 
was carried by the United States Express Company until they failed after their August 26, 1859 trip. Auraria was eventually
moved and the name changed to Denver City on February 11, 1860.

1012* Black Hawk Point, C.T., July 29, 1863, unusual “custom made” cds with matching circular grid handstamp canceling 1861
3¢ rose (65, faulty) on cover to Iowa, with original enclosure datelined “Black Hawk Point Aug 9th 1863” (unclear why the
date of letter and that of the cover are so different), light edge wear, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1013* Black Hawk Point, Col. Jul 19 ‘64, double circle date stamp and target duplex tying 1861 30¢ orange (71, natural straight
edge) on buff cover to Altenburg, Sachsen (Germany) with red “N.York Paid 24 Hamb. Pkt. Aug 6” exchange cds, black
straight-line “Franco” on front and several appropriate transit/received markings on verso, Very Fine, a scarce use from
Colorado Territory to Germany.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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1014* Black Hawk Point, Col. Oct. 4, ‘66, double circle postmark on drop rate cover franked with 1861 1¢ blue (63, defective) tied
by target cancel, F.-V.F. and scarce Colorado Territorial Drop use, ex-Pacetti.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

1015* Boulder, C.T., very oily red strike of cds with matching target tying 1857, 3¢ dull red single on illustrated corner card
showing the Rocky Mountain News Building, addressed to Oquawka, Ill., Very Fine and attractive, a rare illustrated
corner card from Colorado Territory, with a similar example (from the same correspondence) realizing $2500 in our Sale #52,
Lot #681., ex-Risvold and Haub.
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

The Rocky Mountain News was established by William N. Byers in April 1859, when present-day Denver was part of Kansas
Territory, the building depicted in this design was reportedly destroyed in 1864.

1016* California Gulch, two letters datelined “California Gulch”, one “May 20, 1860” and second datelined “Aug. 7, 1861”, second 
with original stampless cover postmarked faint “Hamilton, C.T.” cds  with handstamped “Paid” and target, letters with
interesting mining contents, “I am now 170 miles from Denver on the Arkansas River…have bought a claim on this gulch and
shall stay here to work…I saw six hands wash out in one day in this gulch $140.50, so you see there is gold here…Claims are
selling for from 300 to 1500”, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1017* Camp Wardell , Junction, Col., manuscript on 1865 cover to Illinois franked with 1861 3¢ rose tied by target cancel,
additionally postmarked with “Kearney City, Neb, April 9”; slightly reduced at left, Very Fine and rare, this cover realized
$1800 hammer in our Sale #28 (Feb, 2008), Lot #56; illustrated in Jarrett’s Colorado book.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Camp Tyler, on the South Platte River, was renamed Fort Wardwell (sic) in 1865, then yet again renamed Fort Morgan in
1866. The stamp was apparently affixed at the fort, but not canceled until the military courier placed it in the U.S. mail at
Kearney City.

1018* Camp Weld, February the 23rd, 1863, manuscript dateline on letter from Indiana Civil War Soldier, included is original
1861 3¢ entire with “Denver City, C.T., Feb. 25 1863” double circle postmark to Indiana, letter with excellent contents which
reads in part, “We are quartered at old Camp Weld near Denver City, nine companies of our regiment, two companies started
to the river last week as an escort for six Ute Indian Chiefs that are on the road to Washington on the purpose of making a treaty 
concerning their lands in Utah Territory”, entire reduced into indicia at right, Very Fine letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Fort Weld, also known as Camp Weld was established in September 1861 as a military post on 30 acres east of the Platte River, 
in what is now Denver’s La Alma–Lincoln Park neighborhood. At its center was a large square used for troop drills,
surrounded by soldiers’ quarters, officers’ headquarters, mess halls, a hospital, and a guardhouse. The fort remained in use
until it was abandoned in 1865.

Governor William Gilpin ordered the construction of Fort Weld in 1861 to defend the territory from potential Confederate
attacks during the Civil War. Following the Battle of Fort Sumter, rising tensions between Union and Confederate
sympathizers led to frequent fights in Denver’s streets and saloons, along with rumors that a Texas brigade was advancing
toward Colorado. Please visit our website for additional images.
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1019* Canon City, Col. Feb. 26/64, manuscript postmark on cover to New York franked with manuscript cancelled 1861 3¢ rose
(65, perf flaws), reduced at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

1020* Colorado City C.T Jan 26, black cds on neat cover to Boston franked with 1861 3¢ rose tied by target cancel; slight reduction
at left, small tear at lower left corner, otherwise Very Fine, Oddly, Colorado City had never had a handstamped postmark until 
late 1867. Note that “C.T” has no period after the “T” - a construction also found in other territorial postmarks.
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1021* Colorado City Ct, March 14/67, a late use of this manuscript postmark and cancel on 1861 3¢ rose on neatly addressed cover
to Boston, reduced at right, Very Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The lure of “Pikes Peak or Bust” brought early gold seekers to the foot of that mountain. Although there was no gold there,
Colorado City was an access point, over Ute Pass, to the goldfields in South Park and beyond.

1022* Colorado Postmark Group, small lot of 10 covers with various Colorado postmarks, towns included Boulder, Denver, Fort
Collins, Golden City, Granada, Greeley with fancy “1873” killer  on 3¢ Bank Note, “Mountain City, K.T. ” manuscript
postmark, plus one incoming cover to “Denver City, Jefferson Territory”, few minor faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1023* Coraville K.T. Jun 17, two beautiful strikes of straight line postmark on beautiful light yellow cover to Quindaro, K.T.,
franked with 1857 3¢ dull red (26) tied by one of the straight line postmarks; slight reduction at left, Extremely Fine, A similar
example realized $14,500 hammer in our Sale #28 (Feb, 2008), Lot #10.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $5,000 - 7,500

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COLORADO COVERS IN EXISTENCE AND THE EARLIEST RECORDED
HANDSTAMP POSTMARK FROM PRE-TERRITORIAL COLORADO.

There never was a community named Coraville. The Coraville post office, located in Denver City, was also the western
terminus of the Leavenworth City and Pike’s Peak Express Company. The contract for mail between Salt Lake City did not
include Coraville (in error). Only three mails were dispatched from Coraville as contract mails.
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1024* Denver City K.T. Nov 5 1860, clear strike of serifed “Tombstone” postmark (Jarrett 65) on fresh cover to Missouri, franked
with 1857 3¢ dull red (26) cancelled by matching grid; enclosed letter datelined “Denver City K Ter Octo 30th 1860” with
business letter, in part, “…Enclosed you will please find an order on Messrs Russell Majors & Waddell for the Amt collected of
W. Fiske for you”, F.-V.F., An attractive example of the scarce Denver City Tombstone postmark.
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

1025* Denver City Col. Sep 22, blue double circle duplex postmarks with target tying 1861 1¢ blue horiz. pair and single (63) on
orange cover, slightly reduced at left, Very Fine and attractive, an attractive and scarce use of the 1¢ 1861 issue adhesive,
ex-Jarrett.
Scott No. 63. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

1026* Denver City, Sep 23, blue cds duplexed with four-ring target cancel ties 1861 3¢ rose (65) vertical pair on legal-size cover to
Pueblo, Colorado Terr., matching “Due 6” oval due handstamp, patriotic “Floyd Off for the South” cutout label  affixed at
top left; cover repair at top, Very Fine appearance, ex-Risvold mounted on his exhibit page & Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

John B. Floyd was Secretary of War under James Buchanan at the time of the Mormon War in 1879-1859. In the spring of
1860, he transferred large amounts of arms to Southern arsenals. Floyd resigned to join the Confederacy under Robert E. Lee.
He had served the Confederacy as a Brigadier General and died of poor health on Aug 26, 1863.
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1027* Denver, Col. Nov 19, clear strike of blue cds with matching strikes on 1866 cover to France, franked with 1861 1¢ blue pair +
3¢ rose & 10¢ green tied by matching target cancels, red transit cds “New York PAID 12 Dec 1” with small boxed “PD”,
numerous transit markings front and verso, 1¢ adhesives defective, F.-V.F. and a nice territorial usage. 
Scott No. 63, 65, 68. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 500

1028* Fair Play Col. Mar 15, clear strike of blue cds with matching target tying 1867 3¢ Grill (perf flaws) on circa 1869 buff cover to 
Boston, Very Fine, This is thought to be the earliest Fair Play cover with a handstamped postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1029* Fort Collins, Col. Dec 15 1865, cds with target killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on cover to Iowa with original enclosure
datelined “Fort Collins Col. Ter. December 15th 1865”  reads, in part, “…all of the companys of the Regt are here now
expect one Co A, which I understand broke camp at Fort Halleck and is now on the road to this post. It is currently reported
that all volunteers are to be mustered out of the service by the 1st of April…Your husband, Hyram,” and much more including
life about camp; edge wear & small tears, staining at right, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Fort Collins was founded as a military outpost of the United States Army in 1864. It succeeded a previous encampment, known
as Camp Collins, on the Cache la Poudre River, near what is known today as Laporte.

1030* Fort Lupton, C.T., Sept. 6, 1867, manuscript territorial postmark on cover to Grand Rapids, Mich., franked with manuscript
canceled 1861 3¢ rose (65, blunt perfs at right), some soiling affecting postmark & small corner repair at bottom left, Fine,
ex-Chase.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

This early fur trading post was established in 1836 on the south side of the South Platte River. It was revived as a stage stop on
the road to Denver and obtained a post office in January 1861 while still part of Nebraska Territory. It became part of
Colorado Territory the next month.

1031* Fort Sedgwick, Col., Feb. 7, cds with manuscript day, on small cover from the “Steele” correspondence to Washington, D.C.
franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65) cancelled target, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Fort Sedgwick was established to protect the inhabitants of old Julesburgh against Indian raids. A hardship post, many of its
buildings were nothing more than sod huts. The post office operated from 1866 to 1869 only.
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1032* Fountain, Col, Feb 25, manuscript postmark on 1864 3¢ entire to Vermont, slight reduction at right, Very Fine, This is the
only territorial cover known from Fountain, a small Quaker farming hamlet., this cover from Fountain realized $1200 in our
Sale #28, Lot #104.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

1033* Four Civil War Patriotic Covers from Colorado Terri tory, lot of two covers & two fronts all with patriotic designs, three
are from Mountain City and one from Spanish Bar, the Spanish Bar cover is a front with a patriotic label affixed, others with
printed designs, all with some defects, Fine, a rare group of Patriotics used in Colorado. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

1034* Georgetown C.T. Sept 16/67, manuscript territorial postmark ties 1861 3¢ rose (65) on cover to Iowa, slight reduction at
right, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1035* Georgetown, Colo, Nov 22 (Jarrett No. 116) cds ties 1¢ blue (63) on locally addressed drop letter; reduced slightly at right,
Very Fine and scarce Colorado Territorial Drop use, ex-Pacetti.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

The Georgetown, Colorado post office was established on June 18, 1866. This cancel was used between May 2nd 1870 and
October 18, 1875, which would make this a late use of the 1861 1¢ issue. Please visit our website for additional images.

1036* Golden City Aug 26/61, manuscript territorial postmark as forwarding marking on buff cover originating with cds “Oquawka
Ill. Aug 8” tying 1857 3¢ Dull Red to Golden City Colorado, forwarded to Adams Co., Iowa; with “Ford Due 3 cts” added at
Golden City; portion of bottom backflap missing, corner fault at bottom left, otherwise Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Golden City was one of the early Clear Creek mining camps. The post office opened April 6, 1860, while still in Kansas
Territory. The name was shortened to Golden in 1876.

1037* Greeley C.T. Jun 13, black manuscript postmark with day on nose of 1869 3¢ ultramarine (114) on neat cover to N.Y., Very
Fine and choice, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

The Greeley Post Office was started on April 21st 1870, to serve the postal needs of the new town settled by the New York
organized Union Colony. It took its name quite naturally from its sponsor, Horace Greeley, famous editor and owner of the
New York Tribune.
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1038* Group of Ten Covers From One Correspondence, Colorado Territory (2x), Montana Territory (6x) and Salt Lake City 
(2x), all on yellow or orange covers franked with 1861 3¢ rose adhesive (#65) addressed to Swett family members in Canaan,
N.Y.; two with “Black Hawk Point Col” double circle datestamps (Jul 8 64 and Oct 4 64); one with “Virginia City Montana
Jan 8” (no year date); five with “Helena Montano” cds’s year-dated from pencil docketing ranging from Sep 24, 1867 to Jun
8, 1869 (franked with 3¢ 1869 issue adhesive), and two with “Salt Lake City U.” double-circle cds’s (Oct 6 68 and Nov 20
68), some minor adhesive flaws (except 3¢ 1869 defective), Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

1039* Hamilton K.T. June 26 [while Colorado Territory], black cds on cover to Missouri franked with 1857 3¢ dull red cancelled
by target cancel, bottom left corner of cover replaced, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

The Hamilton post office had opened July 20, 1860, while still in Kansas Territory, and K.T. postmarks continued to be used in
many early Colorado Territory offices. Hamilton was a mining camp just across the creek from Tarryall.
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1040* Kit Carson, Col. Aug 25 70, manuscript postmark on 1864 3¢ pink entire to Delaware; backflap damage slightly affecting at
upper left, Very Fine, only a few manuscript postmark usages from Kit Carson known, used between March 30 and August 25, 
1870.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1041* Kit Carson Colo., Oct 22, sharp complete strike of cds on orange cover to Centre Rutland, Vermont, franked with 3¢ Bank
Note (158) tied by cork cancel, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 158. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $75 - 100

1042* Lake Gulch, Col. Terr. Jun 26, 1863, dateline on patriotic stationery, original orange envelope franked with 1861 1¢ blue
(63, defective) canceled with black target, but not tied (but appears to originate), cover addressed “Miss Marion C.
Chamberlain, Present, Care of Miss E.J. Pillsbury, Secret Express”, contents of letter, in part, “…Denver is as wicked as ever.
The Governor has run away on account of buying government supplies with drafts which are not recognized by the
government…It seems almost everything in our glorious country is going to ruin…But we must have patience and trust in our
father Abraham [Lincoln]…”, cover with significant edge wear and a few small tears, Very Fine, a very rare patriotic
lettersheet used in Colorado.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1043* Mill City, Col. Ty. Oct 8, bold black circa 1870 cds with target killer tying 3¢ 1869 issue (two corner defects) on cover to
Philadelphia, with St. Nicholas Hotel, Central, Colorado corner card; repaired at left including tear affecting corner card,
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Mill City was laid out in 1859 as the “Rush to the Rockies” began. It soon became a smelter and milling city from whence its
name was derived. By 1879, its name was changed to Dumont and the town survives today nestled in the narrow confines of
Clear Creek, six miles west of Idaho Springs.

1044* Mountain City Kt 24 Nov (Colorado), manuscript postmark on 1860 cover to Massachusetts franked with manuscript
cancelled 1857 3¢ dull red, trifle damage to one sideflap, overall soiling, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

This mining camp was established in Gregory Diggins in 1859. The post office opened January 17, 1860.
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1045* Nevada C.T. May 6, bold black cds with circle of wedges killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65, minor faults) on buff cover to New
York, pencil “1863” may indicate the date, some cover flaws, Fine. 
Scott No. 65 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $75 - 100

1046* Nevada City C.T. July 15, manuscript postmark on very early (1860 or 1861) territorial cover to New York, franked with
manuscript cancelled 1857 3¢ Dull Red, slight reduction at left just into manuscript postmark, Fine and rare. 
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1047* Pleasant Valley Camp, Purgatory River, Col Tery, Sept 4th, manuscript sender’s endorsement at left and partial notation
on backflap “…C. Gould, Co. F, 1st Col. Volts [Volunteers]” on 3¢ pink on buff entire to Melrose, Mass; at top is “Moores
Ranch Kan Sept 10” black manuscript postmark, about one-third of flaps on verso replaced or missing, couple small tears at
top including one into the manuscript postmark, Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1048* Pueblo, C.T. Jany 6/66, manuscript postmark with manuscript cancelled 1861 3¢ rose (65) on yellow cover to Pennsylvania,
received docketing; toning at upper left impacting manuscript, slightly reduced at right, Fine, ex-Persson.
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1049* Spanish Bar, C.T., two cover from the “Shaver” correspondence to Illinois, each franked with 1861 3¢ (65) with manuscript
Spanish Bar postmark of 1864, some faults, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

The first gold that was panned in the Idaho area was at Spanish Bar. The town was named for the many Mexican prospectors
who work the various streams and creeks. The Post Office opened in December 1860 while still part of Kansas Territory.
Please visit our website for additional images.
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1050* Spanish Bar, C.T. Sept 6 [ca 1861], black manuscript postmark with manuscript cancelled 1857 3¢ dull red (26, minor perf
flaws) on cover to Ohio; missing backflap & corner wear at bottom right, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1051* St. Vrain  Col. Ter. Aug 6th, manuscript postmark on 1862 small cover to New York, franked with demonetized 3¢ 1857
adhesive with manuscript canceled “1862”; additional manuscript “Due 3” added at Davidsville, New York, as the stamp had
been demonetized in Colorado Territory on December 1, 1861, minor staining affecting cover & perfs of adhesive, sealed
cover tear at left affecting postmark, F.-V.F., a very rare postmark, illustrated in Jarrett’s Colorado book.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

THE ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE OF A ST. VRAIN TERRITORIAL COVER, WHICH REALIZED $2100 HAMMER IN
OUR SALE #28, LOT #185 (FEB, 2008).

St. Vrain, named for Ceran St. Vrain a pioneer mountain man and trader, is now an abandoned townsite in Weld County. It was 
located near the historic Fort Saint Vrain trading post at the confluence of St. Vrain Creek and the South Platte River.
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Dakota Territory

1052* Bon Homme, Dak. Sep 29 [1874], bold black cds with large “Z” killer tying 3¢ green banknote on cover to New York, original 
enclosure datelined “Bon Homme Dakota Territory Sep 28th 1874” contents tell of sender’s husband dying from wounds
received at his Battle of Griswoldville, Ga. during the Civil War and interesting local news, Extremely Fine, One of only a
couple known examples of this fancy “Z” killer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Alois Zienert was postmaster of the Bon Homme, Dakota Territory post office from Aug 3, 1874 until Apr 9, 1875. He carved
this killer as a way of displaying his last name.

1053* Chamberlain, Dakota. Aug 18, 1882, sharp strike of black double circle datestamp with matching shaded star killer on legal
size Department of Interior, Lower Brule Indian Agency, Lower Brule Agency, Dak. Penalty envelope to Mr. Valentine
Sherman [Indian Agent] Crow Creek Agency, D.T., receipt docketing on back August 22nd, 1882, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

In the spring of 1868, the Lower Brule Agency was established on the west bank of the Missouri River. Originally called Lower
Brule Agency, the name was changed on Dec 30, 1878 to Fort Hale, in honor of Captain Owen Hale, 7th U.S. Cavalry, killed
on Sep 30, 1877, in a skirmish with Nez Perce’ Indians. The name of the Indian Agency, however, remained as Lower Brule
Agency. Fort Hale was abandoned on May 20, 1884, except for a small detachment which remained to close the affairs of the
post. The buildings were turned over to the Indian Agent on July 7, 1884 and the military detachment was withdrawn the
following day.

1054* Cheyenne, D.T., Oct. 27, bold manuscript on cover with Washington, D.C. franked with manuscript cancelled 1861 3¢ rose
(65, straight edge at left), cover with minor soiling at bottom left, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1055* Cheyenne, Dak. Jul 23, blue cds (1868, based on other known Cheyenne, Dak. postmarks) with matching fancy 5-bar US
shield killer tying two 1867 3¢ Grilled issue on “Official Business” cover to Madison, Ind.; slightly reduced at right including
second “s” of “Business”, Very Fine and rare, One of only a couple of examples of this shield killer known from Cheyenne.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Cheyenne was established on the Union Pacific Railroad as it was being built westward in late 1867. The area was part of
Dakota Territory until formation of Wyoming Territory on July 29, 1868. The postmaster at Cheyenne used many different
killers with this cds from February through July of 1868, akin to the more famous ones from Waterbury, Connecticut. This
fancy shield killer is perhaps the most desirable variety.

1056* Dakota Correspondence, two covers from the same correspondence, the first is manuscript “Bonhomme D.T. July 26”
postmark tying 1861 3¢ rose on small cover with original enclosure letter datelined “Burleigh Ranch Dakotah Ty, 25 July
1867” with personal contents, the second cover postmarked black cds “Yanc(k)ton Daka Jan 26” with target killer tying 1861 
3¢ rose with personal enclosure datelined “Burleigh’s Ranch D.T. Jan 28th 1867”; a third letter (no cover) accompanies
from same correspondence datelined “Home, Dakota Ty April 9 / 67”; first cover with long tear through manuscript, second
cover with edge wear and nibbled corner, Fine an rare early Dakota postmarks. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

W.A. Burleigh was an important political figure in the Dakota Territory, serving as an Indian agent from 1861 to 1865 and as a 
U.S. Congressman from the territory between 1865 and 1869. As Yankton was the territorial capital at this time, it is quite
likely the “Burleigh’s Ranch” being referred to in the datelines of these letters was that of the congressman. Please visit our
website for additional images.

1057* Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dak. Rec’d Nov 1 4PM 1888, black cds with matching target killer on 2¢ green banknote (213)
cover to Minneapolis; reduced slightly at right up to stamp, Very Fine, unusual use of a Received handstamp as a sending
postmark from this seldom seen Dakota Territorial fort.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Fort Abraham Lincoln was the home post of Custer’s expedition when they left 12 years prior to this cover being mailed and
met their demise at the Battle of Little Big Horn in the summer of 1876.
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1058* Fort Berthold [Dakota Territory] New Position, June 17th, 1867, dateline on four-page letter enclosed within orange
envelope mailed “Omaha Neb. Jun 23” black cds with cork killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) to Mystic Bridge, Connecticut;
interesting Dakota frontier letter reads, in part, “…am now Post Surgeon of Fort Berthold & have two Assst. Surg. under me
& am expecting one or two more in a few days. We arrived at this Point yesterday morning. The old Fort being abandoned we
are to build anew immediately…This morning one of the men of one of our Regt (crossed out) Co. accidentally shot his hand
the ball passing through his hand destroying the bone extending from the middle finger to the wrist. I amputated cutting the
bone about 2/3 the way from the finger to the wrist…I have got a buffalo robe & an Indian pipe the latter being considered
worth a pony…My pipe is made of the stone from The Red Pipe Stone Quarry… We are very well situated to enjoy ourselves
but the officers are not what I would ask as they get drunk before breakfast & that lasts till next morning then they commence
again & because I will not join I presume they do not like it. They are all very civil as they are obliged to be, but one cannot
enjoy their society at all. Just now the officer of the day, while very drunk ordered my steward under arrest which I suppose will 
cause quite an amt. of trouble…Direct Dr. E. H. Congdon, Fort Berthold D.T.”, Very Fine and choice, Anything from Fort
Berthold, Dakota Territory is scarce, if not rare.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

The first Fort Berthold was founded in 1845 on the upper Missouri River by the American Fur Company (controlled until 1830
by John Jacob Astor). It was originally called Fort James, but was renamed in 1846 for the late Berthold. As a consequence of
the hostilities with the United States of the Dakota War of 1862, the Sioux burned this fort. Fort Atkinson was an independent
fur trade post built in 1858 by Charles Larpenteur on the Missouri River, south of what is now White Shield, North Dakota
(within the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation). The American Fur Company had purchased this fort after theirs was burned in
1862. They renamed it as Fort Berthold. The Army took over the property, stationing a garrison here. They also established a
log camp outside the stockade to supply the fort during the winter of 1864-1865. This fort was used as an army post until 1867,
when the military garrison removed to Fort Stevenson. Please visit our website for additional images.

1059* Fort Laramie, Daka Mar 11, [1866], partial strike of cds with target killer on 1861 3¢ rose (65) on yellow cover to Big
Thompson, Colorado Tery, original enclosure datelined “Fort Laramie D. Ty March the 10th 1866” reads, in part, “…I have
no news to write only the Sue [Sioux] tribe is coming in every day at this place tha have all made a treety I think we will soon
have peace with all the indians at least I hope so.Wm L. Wilson”, reduced a bit irregularly at right, ink spot on cds, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The Fort Laramie Post Office was transferred from the original Idaho Territory to a revised Dakota Territory when Montana
Territory was created in 1864.
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1060* Fort Sanders, Dakota, light strike of blue postmark on yellow cover to Iowa, franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65) with matching
target cancel, slightly reduced at right, Fine, a rare Fort postmark which is as nice as they come. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1061* Sissiton Agency, Dak. Oct 3, blue cds with matching target killer on this circa 1875 3¢ green banknote (147) cover to
Worcester, Mass; neatly reduced at left, Very Fine and scarce, One of only a handful of covers known from this Indian
Agency post office, especially scarce given the misspelling of “Sisseton” as “Sissiton” in the postmark.
Scott No. 147 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

1062* (Florida) Pair of Folded Letters Addressed to Picolata, Florida in 1838, two folded free frank covers from Washington,
D.C. to Picolata, Florida in 1838, the first with red “Washington City D.C. Apr 30” cds matching “FREE” handstamp and free
frank of “QM Genls Office”, forwarded to Ross Landing, Tennessee with black cds “St. Augustine Fl.T. May 21” with
military business contents, the second is with red “Washington City D.C. May 28” cds matching “FREE” and free frank of “Tr
Dept 2nd Adj Office” and forwarded from Picolata, Florida to “with U.S. Troops, Cherokee Country, Georgia” forwarded
with light red cds “Charleston S.C. Jun 21”, datelined “Treasury Department May 24, 1838” with army business content,
F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Idaho

1063* Boise City, Idaho, May 29, sharp strike of double circle datestamp with cut cork killer tying 1861 3¢ rose on yellow cover to
Albany N.Y. with “Carrier Jun 24 1867” black cds, included is original enclosure datelined “Statesman Office, Boise City,
Idaho Territory May 28th, 1867” and reads, in part, “…no room to doubt that Jas. Ullman an account of whose death you saw
in the telegram was your brother…Silver City- is situated about seventy miles from here, and the place where the stage was
attacked is about half way between. I send you by mail in envelope postpaid a copy of Stateman containing an account of that
affair…I learned from inquiring since receiving your letter that he had accumulated some five or six hundred dollars which 
he had on his person at the time of his death. Of course no part of that was saved as the savages stripped the bodies of the
murdered men. My informant also tells me that he was on his way to this city to go to some new mines that have been
discovered on Salmon river in this territory. He had made a raise of the money he had with him, if any with his violin which he
was accustomed to play for parties and saloons. I also hear it stated that some parties owed him several hundred dollars, but
whether it is so, or who they were I have not learned…Jas. S. Reynolds, Editor Statesman”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1064* Idaho Postmark Group, small lot of six covers with various Idaho postmarks, towns included Atlanta, Alturas Co., Boise
City franked with 1861 3¢, Falk’s Store, Junction, Ketchum, Wardner, all but one from the Bank Note era, few minor faults,
generally F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.

1065* Malad City, Idaho. Oct 29, 1890, large black cds with fancy “US MAIL” in circle killer tying 1¢ adhesive on uprated 1¢
entire to Chicago, unusual contemporary manuscript notations include “Sent to P.M. for signature” and “Th P.M. 25¢ No
letter” in circle, with return address “Postmaster, Malad, Ida” at left; tiny filing hole in center of cover, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Established in 1864, Malad City is one of the oldest communities in the state of Idaho. The community received its name from
Donald Mackenzie, a Scottish-Canadian trapper, who passed through the valley between 1818 and 1821 with a party of
trappers. Some of his men became sick while camped here and, believing that the illness was caused by drinking water from the 
valley’s principal stream, he named it “Malade” meaning sick or bad in the French language.

1066* Ruby City, Idaho Nov 1, [1866], black cds with grid killer on 1861 3¢ rose (65) on yellow cover to New York with original
enclosure datelined “Ruby City, Onyhee I.T. Nov 1st 1866”  and is mostly of a mining business nature, talks of going to
California to buy some “ledge”, etc., backflap damaged, minor corner wear, Very Fine and a fascinating mining letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Indian Territories

Cherokee Nation

1067* Beaties Prairie, Ark. Sept 1st, manuscript postmark (1846) with matching “10” rate on light blue folded letter to
Pennsylvania; lengthy letter datelined “Canaan Aug 27th 1846” with contents from David Z. Smith informing his parents of
their daughter’s (his sister’s) death, going into great detail on the event; some edge wear, vertical file fold with small tear at top,
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Beattie’s Prairie, in Benton County, Arkansas, is known for being a place where Cherokee parties disembarked during the
Trail of Tears in 1839 to set up their new community and where the Battle of Old Fort Wayne (also called the Battle of Beattie’s
Prairie) took place in 1862 during the Civil War.
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The Indian Territories constitute one of the most historically significant and challenging areas of United States
postal history. Encompassing lands reserved for Native American nations - primarily in present-day
Oklahoma prior to statehood in 1907. The field is defined not by distinctive stamp issues, but by postal usage
and documentary evidence. No stamps were issued specifically for the Indian Territories; instead, standard
U.S. adhesives were used, placing emphasis on postmarks, covers, and cancellations as the principal objects of
study and value.

Postal development in the Indian Territories closely followed federal expansion into tribal lands. Post offices
were established within the sovereign nations of the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole,
operating entirely under U.S. authority and often preceding permanent settlement. As a result, postal markings
frequently provide the earliest proof of a town’s existence. Collectors encounter a wide range of cancellations,
from early manuscript markings to circular date stamps, with particular desirability attached to strikes bearing
“Indian Territory,” “I.T.,” or, more rarely, the names of individual tribal nations. Many offices were
short-lived, making clear, legible examples scarce.

Covers form the foundation of Indian Territory philately, documenting routes, functions, and historical
context - whether tied to military posts, Indian agencies, mission schools, railroads, or frontier towns. Scarcity
is driven primarily by rarity of usage and clarity of identification rather than condition, making this field
particularly attractive to advanced collectors and exhibitors seeking postal history that reflects broader themes
of expansion, administration, and sovereignty.

The Dr. Milgram collection highlights not only the postal markings, but more significantly the historical aspect
with many important original letters. This is one of the finest collection to hit the market in several decades.



1068* Civil War Soldier’s Letter from Fort Gibson, buff cover with manuscript endorsement “Soldier’s Letter, John Chess
Adjt., 1st Reg. I.F.G., Fort Gibson, C.N.” addressed to Doniphan, Kans., carried by military courier and place in U.S. Mails
with Le Roy, Kans, Feb. 1 cds and “Due 3” handstamp, docket at left “Jan. 21st 1864”, Very Fine and rare, a very rare
identifiable Military Letter from Fort Gibson during the Civil War.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1069* Dwight, Ark. Ter. 24 Nov 1825, black manuscript postmark with matching “Free C. Washburn P.M.” on folded letter to
Philadelphia datelined “Dwight Mission, Cherokee Nation, Arkansas Territory Nov 21, 1825” and regarding missionary
activities, the mission school’s Constitution, a list of its officers, etc. and is signed by “C. Washburn”, who was also the
postmaster; some separations at folds with tape re-enforcement not visible from front, Very Fine, this is part of an article
written by Dr. Milgram in the Aug. 2001 issue of the Chronicle, titled Indian-Related Postmarks Prior to “The Trail of Tears” .
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Dwight Presbyterian Mission was one of the first American missions to the Native Americans. It was established near
present-day Russellville, Arkansas in 1820 to serve the Arkansas Cherokees. After the Cherokee were required to move to
Indian Territory in 1828, the mission was reestablished in 1829 near present-day Marble City.

1070* Flint C.N. 4t Augt/54, black manuscript postmark with matching “3¢” rate on cover to Tallequah, C.N. mended corner nick
at bottom left, part of backflap missing, F.-V.F. and a rare postmark, ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The Cherokee Nation was divided into nine districts named Canadian, Cooweescoowee, Delaware, Flint, Goingsnake,
Illinois, Saline, Sequoyah, and Tahlequah (capital).
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1071* Fort Gibson, Ark. [Jul 31, 1852, Cherokee Nation], partly legible black cds with “PAID” handstamp and manuscript “Paid
3” rate markings on folded letter from soldier to his wife in New York lamenting his life in the service, inner lettersheet
datelined “Fort Gibson, C. N. July 30th, 1852” which reads, in part, “…As soon as I enlisted I was sent on to join the Regiment
in Fort Leavenworth and from thence to Santa Fee En route for California. On the plains I could not write to you. After
marching 700 miles on the Wild Prairie among the Indians we were turned back and sent to Jefferson Barracks, and from
thence here a distance of 2000 miles…you can get me out of the army any time you like if you take the proper steps by going to a
Lawyer and I will give you every assistance in my power for when I enlisted I enlisted as a married man and had 3 children so
you can ata claim, Your unworthy husband, Jas Johnson E. Co. 7th Infy.”; inner lettersheet with paper missing at upper right
just into writing, overall aging, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

1072* James Mills, Cherokee N.C., light blue folded letter addressed to “James Whitaker, James Mills, Cherokee N.C.”, letter
originated with manuscript postmark “Lone Star Tx Nov 21”  (1852) with matching “5” rate notation; mailed a second
time with manuscript “Vernon Mills Ga Feb 8” with additional “5” notation and totaling to “10”; letter datelined “Texas, Titus
County Nov 12 - 1852” with 3½ pages of contents from David Elder informing his brother (who apparently had a different
surname) of the death of several family members due to Typhus Fever, pneumonia, and whooping cough; plus lots of religious
content, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Twice-mailed cover into the Cherokee, North Carolina which was the capital of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and
part of the traditional homelands of the Cherokee people.
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1073* New Echota C.N. Octo 15 [1828], black manuscript postmark with matching “25” rate on folded letter to Rev J. C. Brigham in 
New York, datelined “Haweis Oct 1st 1828” the missionary letter reads, in part, “…we frequently have two to three clergymen
present, and from fifty to two hundred cherokees. We now have thirty two members, twenty seven are cherokees and ten or
twelve more cherokees are proposed members…I live on a public road I have occasional opportunities to five away bibles and
tracts…Elizar Butler.”, Extremely Fine, this is part of an article written by Dr. Milgram in the Aug. 2001 issue of the
Chronicle, titled Indian-Related Postmarks Prior to “The Trail of Tears” .
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF ONLY A HANDFUL OF RECORDED COVERS FROM CHEROKEE NATION (OF WHICH NEW ECHOTA
WAS THE CAPITAL) IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA BEFORE THE CHEROKEES WERE MOVED WEST - AN
EXTREME RARITY.

During the time the Cherokees were still in Georgia before their eventual removal to the Indian Territory over the “The Trail
of Tears”.

1074* Park Hill, C.N. May 30th/46, black manuscript postmark with “Paid 12” manuscript rate on folded letter addressed to
England, enclosed letter datelined “Grand Saline, Cherokee Nation May 18th, 1846” from Saml J. Nurse to his mother reads,
in part, “…Our whole country is in a bad state, they are Divided in to three parties which makes it dangerous to travel. I am
forty miles from the post office. Politics has got so high that they are murdering every week, they have been carrying on this
Bloody work for 18 months. United States has taken it in hand…this afternoon I start for Park Hill Post Office but I shall have
the best horse in the nation under me…”; with appropriate “America Liverpool Jy 14 1846” backstamp; small mended tear in
bottom margin, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

RARE EARLY USE FROM THIS CHEROKEE NATION POST OFFICE, ESPECIALLY DESIRABLE WITH
INTERESTING CONTENTS AND ADDRESSED TO “OLD ENGLAND.”.

Please visit our website for additional images.

1075* Prairie City, I.T. Nov 29/79, manuscript postmark on cover addressed to “James Bushyhead, Chief of Cherokees, C.N.”
with light “Tahlequah” at lower left (routing?), franked with 3¢ green banknote with manuscript cancel, slight trimming at
right, with some remaining irregularity due to opening, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 147 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200
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1076* Rossville Cherokee March 23rd, light black manuscript postmark with matching “25” rate marking on folded letter to
“Widdow Phileta Kingsbury, Altstead, New Hampshire” with letter datelined “Chickamaugah, March 13, 1818” and reads, in
part, “…Now our family consists of three missionaries besides myself, two school masters, and five pious femailes. But it is
expected that a part of us will soon be sent to form a mission in the Choctaw Nation…One man, one married woman, & one girl
have professed their faith in Christ. They all speak our Language & give us great satisfaction…I have just received a Letter
from the Secretary of the Board, in which they have expressed their wish that I should go to the Choctaw Nation for the purpose
of commencing an establishment in that tribe. The Mission is to be established on the Yazoo River, about 450 miles South West
of this place…You had probably better direct your next Letter to me to the Choctaw Agency care of Col. McKee…Your
affectionate son & Br. C Kingsbury,”; some light edge wear with some fold separation at top edge, Very Fine, accompanied by
article written about this cover by Dr. James Milgram in the June, 2023 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

RARE AND EARLY CHEROKEE NATION LETTER FROM WHAT IS NOW GEORGIA.

John Ross had a Scottish father from whom he got his name Ross and a mixed race mother from the McDonald family.
However, the Cherokees are a matriarchal society, so he was considered a member of the tribe even though he only had part
Indian blood. In 1818, he was a business man who ran a trading warehouse which was named after his business, Ross’ s
Landing, dating from 1816, which was situated on the Tennessee River above Chattanooga Creek on the northern border of
land that was then part of the Cherokee Nation.

1077* Tahlequah, Ark, Mar 23, black cds on nose of 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to New Jersey, docketing at left indicates “Answ for
B April 14-17-1854” dating this cover, Very Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Tahlequah became the capital of the Cherokee Nation in 1838 after the Cherokee were forced west on the “Trail of Tears”.

1078* Tahlequah, Ark Apr 9, [circa 1870], black cds on cover to Webber Falls, C.N., franked with manuscript cancelled 1869 3¢
(114) adhesive; a couple small tears at top & part of flap torn away, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1079* Valley Towns, C.N. Apr 10th 1834, manuscript postmark with matching “Free E. Jones PM” on folded outer lettersheet
addressed to “John Ross Esq, Cherokee Delegation, Washington City, D.C.”, vertical file fold, extensive fold splitting
reinforced with hinges, still Very Fine, a very rare Indian Territory cover , accompanied by about ten pages of research
materials.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

The Cherokee Valley Towns were a group of towns located in the mountains of what is now Western North Carolina. These
settlements, which included towns like Tomotley and Chewohe, were an agriculturally rich and densely populated region, with 
communities remaining even after the 1838 removal of the Cherokee. The Valley Towns were situated in the valleys of the
Nantahala River and the Valley River in western North Carolina, south of the Little Tennessee River.

John Ross (1790-1866) served as Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation from 1828 to 1866, the longest tenure of any
Cherokee leader. During his leadership, Ross guided the Nation through some of its most turbulent periods, including the
forced removal to Indian Territory and the American Civil War.

1080* Wheelock. Ch. Na. April 18, two strikes of straight line postmark with manuscript “April 18” date, with “Paid” handstamp
over manuscript “Pd 3” on buff cover to “Miss L.W. Hall, Lee Creek, Cher. Nation”; backflap replaced & cover professionally
repaired, Very Fine appearance, A rare straight line postmark from Cherokee Nation. One of only a few thought to exist.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1081* Winn[?] Hall Cty, Ga May 3rd [1828], manuscript postmark with “12½” rate (the single letter rate at the time for letters
traveling between 81 and 150 miles) on folded letter to “Honl William H. Crawford, Oglethorp County, Georgia” datelined
“Cherokee Agency 26th April 1828” which discusses the pending Treaty of 1828, in part, “…My own opinion is that a
purchase cannot now be made by direct treaty but the course which appears to the most probably might succeed would be if the 
$50,000 appropriation passes would be for the President to appoint some man of talents and weight of character to come to the 
nation and invite & urge them to send a Delegation to a country for a permanent home…Let him convince them that here they
never can be a sovereign people, nor reside permanently and let him if this not succeed visit every town & settlement and Bid up 
for volunteers and I have no doubts if he was authorized to protect them & their property against the Chiefs but that he would
succeed & if a permanent home was offered them where the Land was as good as this & as healthy…it is unfortunate that never
since Mr. Monroe’s Recommendations to remove all the Indians west of the Mississippi that the Cherokees has not had the first 
hint officially that that is the policy…H. Montgomery,”; missing piece of back fold due to wax seal, some edge splits w hinge
reinforcements, F.-V.F., A rare early letter discussing the pending Treaty of 1828 which was signed three days after this cover
was posted.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

In 1828, Colonel Hugh Montgomery was the U.S. agent to the Cherokee, and his correspondence provides a record of the
federal government’s efforts to coerce the tribe into emigrating westward. The Cherokee Agency was the official headquarters 
from which Montgomery and other federal officials oversaw interactions with the Cherokee Nation. Montgomery’s role in
1828 is closely associated with the Treaty of May 6, 1828, which forced the Cherokee living in Arkansas to cede their lands and 
move to what is now Oklahoma. The addressee, William H. Crawford, was a prominent politician from Georgia who lived and
is buried in Oglethorpe County, where he was a long-time resident and served as a state representative. Crawford was the first
Georgian to run for U.S. president (1816 and 1824) and also served as U.S. Senator, Minister to France, Secretary of War, and 
Secretary of the Treasury.
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Chickasaw Nation

1082* Chickasaw Nation Nov 23rd 1805, black manuscript postmark with matching “25” rate notation on folded letter to
Annapolis, Maryland, datelined “Arkansa October 3rd 1804”, with the letter only having personal contents, and was likely off
one year in his dating of the letterhead, a few toned spots on front, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

AN INCREDIBLY EARLY POSTMARK FROM THIS INDIAN AGENCY OF WHICH VERY FEW COVERS ARE
KNOWN DURING THIS TIME PERIOD.

The Chickasaw removal is one of the most traumatic episodes in the history of the nation. As a result of the Indian Removal Act
of 1830, the Chickasaw Nation was forced to move to Indian territory, suffering a significant decline in population. However,
due to the negotiating skills of the Chickasaw leaders, they were led to favorable sales of their land in Mississippi. Of the Five
Civilized Tribes, the Chickasaw were one of the last ones to move.

1083* Fort Arbuckle CN June 8th 1855, black manuscript postmark on blue folded letter to New York City franked with 1851 3¢
dull red (11) tied by manuscript cancel, business enclosure datelined “Fort Arbuckle C.N. 4th June 1855” from “John C.
Henshaw, B Major US Army”; vertical file fold through stamp, otherwise Very Fine, postmarks from Fort Arbuckle are very
scarce, as most mail was processed at nearby Fort Gibson., ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

A VERY RARE FORT ARBUCKLE FOLDED LETTER.

Fort Arbuckle was constructed by the U.S. Army in 1850 to counter raids by Plains Indian tribes on immigrant trains heading
west to California and on the settlements of Choctaw and Chickasaw nations in Indian Territory.
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1084* Ft. Arbuckle, Chickasaw Nation, March 7th, 1863, dateline on letter only (no cover) with very interesting contents, in part,
“…In compliance with my promise when leaving Sherman I take this opportunity of writing you, respecting Indian matters in
this portion of the nation…I explained how the Indians came to abandon the Reserve after the massacre of the Forks and white
men by the Shawney & Delewares…the Comanchees alone who were influanced by a brainless chief are the only exceptions.
That the Reserve Indians are sincear in their adhearance to the South and have a warm attachment to the country allotted to
them, there can be no manner of doubt…”, the lengthy letter goes on to detail Confederate affinity and Union distrust by the 
Indians, changes in leadership, and is signed “J. Shirley”, accompanied by full transcription of the contents, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1085* Fort Washita, Ark. Aug [xx] [1855], decipherable black cds tying 1851 3¢ dull red (11, four margins) on folded letter
addressed to Choctaw Agency, Ark.; letter datelined “Mineral Bayou Aug 8th 1855” and reads, in part, “I write you these
few lines to keep you well posted on the subject of our late treaty with the U. States & the Chickasaw tribe of Indians. There is
the probability of it being much opposed by some of the Chickasaws & also some of the Choctaws…Some of the Chickasaws
appear to be dissatisfied with the $150,000 to be paid to the Choctaws almost for nothing they say. And some appear to be
against the lease for the permanent location of the Wachitas and other bands or tribes of Indians. On the other hand, some of
the Choctaws opposed the idea of giving the Chickasaws the right of independent self government within the limits of their own
district…We have too much at stake to lose and we should be very cautious in this matter. But if we approve the treaty, & the
Chickasaws reject it still we shall gain by this action. We can go on to Washington with good face & make another treaty
leaving the Chickasaws out, and wind up our important business with the department & come home rejoicing…But if we reject
first, we shall ruin everything. Please talk with Col. C. McC on this subject but this is a secret-let it not go out. Keep it to
yourself until I see you…Israel Folsom” the vertical file fold through cds, Very Fine, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A FASCINATING AND HISTORIC LETTER.

Fort Washita was in the Chickasaw Nation and established in 1844 in what is now Bryan County, Oklahoma. It was built to
protect the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations from the Plains Indians. The Fort was later abandoned at the start
of the Civil War by Federal troops.
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Choctaw Nation

1086* Camp at Black Creek Choctaw Nation, folded letter (carried by military courier) datelined “Vicksburg 7 May 1831” from
Swanson & Blackwell regarding box of medicines sent with $21.50 due; addressed to “Doctor Blaine, US Army, Camp on
Black Creek Choctaw Nation”; couple of vertical file folds, Very Fine, Early folded letter addressed in to the Indian
Territory, carried by army courier.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1087* Cantonment Towson, A.T. Feb 13th, 1828, dateline on letter only (no cover) from Lieut. J. Caale to Brig. Gen. G. Gibson,
Commissary General of Substance in Washington D.C., “Herewith enclosed you will receive an Invoice of Subsistence Stores
& [???] Apparatus, turned over to me by Lieut. Stephenson A.C.S. - an Abstract of Issues to the Troops to men in Hospital - to
Indians - Extra issues - Sales to Officers - a Monthly Return of Provisions rec’d & issued by me during the month of January
1828 & the Proceedings of a Board of Survey”, couple minor separations at file folds, Very Fine, This is the earliest recorded
letter from Cantonment Towson.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Fort Towson was established in May 1824 at the south-eastern edge of present day Oklahoma, six miles north of the Red River.
Throughout the fort’s existence this was in unorganized territory. The original designation was “Cantonment”, but this was
changed to “Fort” on February 8, 1832. In 1829, the garrison was transferred to Fort Jessup and Cantonment Towson was
abandoned. It was rebuilt on the same site in 1831 with the main mission to protect the Choctaws from the wild plains Indians.
A post office was opened there on September 7, 1832. The post office was closed and moved to Doaksville (about a mile away)
on November 11, 1847. Doaksville later became the capital of Choctaw Nation.
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1088* Choctaw Agency May 25 [1820], black manuscript postmark with matching “25” rate on folded letter addressed to Randolph, 
Orange County, Vermont, with notation “via Philadelphia”, missionary letter datelined “Elliot Choctaw Nation April 29
1820” and is of personal and missionary contents written by a daughter to her parents; repairs to folds with old tape reinforcing, 
a couple small portions of the letter are missing, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

ONE OF THE EARLIEST, IF NOT THE EARLIEST, COVER KNOWN FROM CHOCTAW AGENCY WHILE STILL IN
MISSISSIPPI.

The first location of Choctaw Agency was on the Natchez Trace between 1810 and 1823. In 1820, it was located in Mississippi,
near the headwaters of the Tombigbee River, though its exact position shifted over time as the agency moved within the
Choctaw boundaries due to land cessions. By 1824, the agency had moved to a location on the headwaters of the Holky River,
a tributary of the Tombigbee. The agency’s location was not static; it relocated multiple times to stay within the tribal lands.

1089* Choctaw Agency West of Ark. July 7, 1845, manuscript postmark with matching “10” rating on folded letter to New Castle
Tenn., datelined “Fort Coffee, July 6th, 1845”, the letter is from a fellow missionary w interesting contents and states, in part,
“…We have forty boys in school eight from the neighborhood and thirty two boarding in the school, several of them pious. Last
Sunday I tried to preach my first Choctaw sermon….W.L. McAlisted”, minor toning and a few scattered fly specks, Very Fine
and a rare postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1090* Choctaw Agency, Miss, March 21, black manuscript postmark with manuscript cancelled 1851 3¢ dull red (11) on blue
folded outer lettersheet to Alabama; light vertical file fold, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1091* Choctaw Agency, CN, Decb 2 1858, manuscript postmark on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to Wheeling, Va., Extremely Fine, a
scarce Indian Territory postmark.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

1092* Choctaw Agency, Miss. May 9, black cds with matching target killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65, small defect) on embossed ladies 
cover to Starkville Miss.; slightly reduced at left, Very Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1093* Doakesville, C.N. Jan 28, manuscript postmark on neat cover to Long Island, franked with 1857 3¢ dull red (26, few perf
faults at bottom) with manuscript cancel, the interior of the cover preprinted with “The Serial Envelope” shows
preprinted music score, included is original enclosure datelined, “Spencer Nov. 20th, 1859”, letter written by teacher at
Spencer Academy to her mother which talks of measles at the school and ends with, “There is no need of putting Ark. on your
letters, we are not in that state, if you put on anything it should be West of Arkansas”, Very Fine, a nice postmark and very
ususal pre-printed cover produced by Berlin & Jones of Civil War fame. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1094* Doaksville C.N., 25 July 54, bold manuscript postmark franked with manuscript cancelled 1851 3¢ dull red (11, four margins) 
on brown cover to Grafton, Vermont; with original enclosure apparently from a missionary datelined “Pine Ridge July 12/54” 
[1854] and reads, in part, “…What a nice house yrs would be for some of these little Choctaw children who have no one to care
for them…A few weeks since I was alone one sabbath night, with the exception of a Choctaw girl who slept above, a violent
tornado with thunder and lightning came up between twelve and one the doors blew open, trees blown down their branches
ledged in the kitchen…L.M. Aiken”, Very Fine and choice. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

1095* Doaksville C.N., 29th Dec 54, black manuscript postmark and pen “x” both tie 1851 3¢ dull red (11, tiny corner crease) on
brown cover to Grafton, Vermont; forwarded to Worcester, Ms with manuscript “Paid 3 Grafton Vt Jan 23” postal
forwarding notation at upper left; Worcester, Massachusetts “Adv 1 Ct” black straight line handstamp; original enclosure
apparently from a missionary datelined “Christmas Eve Pine Ridge Dec 24/54” and reads, in part, “…Mr. Kingsbury gave us a
Christmas sermon today…this evening he talks to the blacks…”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1096* Doaksville C.N. July 6th 55, bold manuscript postmark with pen cancels on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Grafton,
Vermont; with original enclosure apparently from a missionary datelined “Pine Ridge June 28” and reads, in part, “…a
company of sixteen missionaries arrived at Doaksville yesterday. They are from Wapamiska and Good Water…M. Aiken”,
Very Fine and choice, a wonderful example from this Choctaw Nation post office with original letter.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

Doaksville, now a ghost town, is located in present-day Choctaw County, Oklahoma. It was founded between 1824 and 1831,
by people of the Choctaw Indian tribe who were forced to leave their homes in the Southeastern United States and relocate in
an area designated for their resettlement in Indian Territory. The community was named for Josiah Stuart Doak, co-owner of
the local trading post. The town flourished until the U.S. Army abandoned nearby Fort Towson in 1854, though it remained as
the Choctaw capital until 1859, then declined rapidly after being bypassed by a new railroad in 1870.
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1097* Doakesville, CN August 1st, manuscript postmark on buff cover to Long Island, franked with 1857 3¢ dull red with
manuscript cancel, Very Fine and attractive, A scarce item from Choctaw Nation.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The community of Doakesville was once the largest town in the Choctaw Nation and flourished from the 1830s until shortly
after the Civil War, it served as the Choctaw National Capital from 1850 until 1863, and is where General Stand Watie became 
the last Confederate General to surrender, in June of 1865. For the first fifty years of its existence “Indian Territory” post
offices functioned under a U.S. Post Office Department administrative attachment to Arkansas (territory and state).

1098* Oak Lodge, Ind. Ter. Jul 30, 1886, neat postmark on cover to Sparta, Ga., franked with 2¢ Bank Note (small defects) tied by
target cancel and cover with printed “Texas Express Company”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Oak Lodge was known as Skullyville which stood along the California Road and was a stop on the Butterfield Overland Mail
route.

1099* Oklahoma, June 19/83, neat manuscript postmark on cover franked with manuscript cancelled 3¢ green Bank Note to Maine,
The Oklahoma (Choctaw Nation) Post Office was established in Dec. 1881 and discontinued in Nov. 1888, Very Fine and
rare, only a couple examples of this postmark exist. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1100* Wheelock, C.N. Sept 19, black manuscript postmark with matching “5” rate on bluish folded letter to “Mr. Thompson
McKinney, Choctaw Agency”, with letter datelined simply “Sept 17th 1849” reading in part, “…I have just had one of my
children (Peter) bit by a Snake, all of which renders me entirely unfit to console a friend in affliction…I shall never forget one
of his expressions he used in the Genl. Council some years past, it was ‘let us grow upwards and prosper as a people’. He was a
friend to schools and lived to see them established throughout the nation before he departed from us…P.P. Pitchlynn.”, and
concludes, “Our Council has never Honored the Memory of our Great Men - which shows we are an ungrateful people. Let us
do it this time”, minor internal fault, Very Fine, ex-Jarrett.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A FINE TWO PAGE LETTER OF CONDOLENCE FROM THE IMPORTANT INDIAN CHIEF, PETER P. PITCHLYNN.

Peter Pitchlynn (Jan 30, 1806 to Jan 17, 1881) was a Choctaw military and political leader. A long-time diplomat between his
tribe and the federal government, he served as principal chief of the Choctaw Republic from 1864 to 1866 and surrendered to
the Union on behalf of the nation at the end of the Civil War.
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Creek Nation

1101* Auga [Augusta] Ga Jun 18 [1802], black cds on outer lettersheet of folded letter with manuscript “Paid 10” rate marking
addressed to “His Excellency, Josiah Tattnall , Governor of the State, of Georgia”, with additional rate markings “fwd
12½” and total of “Paid 22½”; docket at left “Letter Genl Wilkinson”; internal/verso docketed “Honbl Genl James
Wilkinson, Commissioners Camp, 15th June 1802, filed 19th July 1802, Indian Affairs,” the inner lettersheet (not
present, likely filed for obvious reasons) contained details of the “Treaty of Fort Wilkinson” of June 16, 1802 as noted below,
some cover including vertical file fold with minor paper erosion and light water/wax staining, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

AN EXTRAORDINARY POSTAL HISTORY ARTIFACT THAT CARRIED NEWS OF THE TREATY OF FORT
WILKINSON (1802) TO THE GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA.

One of the commissioners in that treaty negotiation was James Wilkinson, the author of this letter, undoubtedly informing the
Governor of Georgia of the outcome.

The Treaty of Fort Wilkinson was signed on June 16, 1802, between the United States, represented by commissioners James
Wilkinson, Benjamin Hawkins, and Andrew Pickens, and the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, ceding land to the United States. In
return for this land cession, the U.S. agreed to pay the Creeks an annual annuity, a special stipend to their chiefs, and to satisfy
debts and property claims. The treaty also allowed for the establishment of U.S. military garrisons on Creek lands for frontier
protection and aimed to encourage the Creeks’ “civilization” by reforming their habits and manners.
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1102* Creek Agency, 11th Jany [1813], black manuscript postmark as part of Mississippi Territory with matching “25” rate on
folded letter to Wm. S. Hamilton Esq, Washington City, with “mail” at lower left; datelined “Creek Agency 9th Jany 1813”
and reads, in part, “…I did not reach this place till this morning in time to report myself to the commanding General. I hope to
reach home in six days where I shall be read to meet any order that may reach me from the General, or his government…W.
Hampton,” some reinforcement of folds & minor staining at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

EXTREMELY RARE MANUSCRIPT CREEK AGENCY POSTMARK FROM EARLY TERRITORIAL PERIOD - ONE
OF THE SMALL OFFICES LOCATED WITHIN A THREE-MILE RADIUS IN AN ISOLATED PORTION OF
ALABAMA (SEE AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG, VOL. I, ALABAMA, P. 1 AND 8).

The sender of this letter, Wade Hampton, was a soldier from South Carolina and served with distinction during the
Revolutionary War under Marion and Sumter. During the war with England in 1812 he was given a major-general’s
commission on March 2, 1813. He was involved with the ill-fated attack on Montreal after which he resigned his commission
(April 6, 1814) and returned to South Carolina.

1103* Creek Agency, 2nd August 1820, black manuscript postmark with matching “25” rate on folded letter to Mrs. Sarah Norman,
Riceborough, Liberty County, Georgia; datelined “Agency August 1 1820” and reads, in part, “…We have been now nine
days from home and in that time we have reached this. Since yesterday we have traveled upon Indian land. Last night was the
first that we have camped out. We also had two of those wild men among us…The cotton crops through the upper part of
Georgia are very indifferent but their corn is good…I hope my negroes are all trying to please those they are under…your
loving husband, W. Norman…would have you to understand that this place is on the flint river where hawkins [Indian Agent
Benjamin Hawkins, from 1796-1816] formerly lived.”; cover faults, Fine, rare early Creek Agency postmark from the period
when it was in what is now Georgia.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The question of just when the Creek Agency post office was moved from Georgia to Alabama has long been a vexing problem
for postal historians. Under the tenure of agents Benj. Hawkins (1796-1816) and David B. Mitchell (1816-1821) the agency
compound and post office were located on the east bank of the Flint River near present day Knoxville (Crawford County)
Georgia. This cover reinforces the fact that the office was in Georgia at the time the letter was written (1820) as the writer
notes “this place is on the flint river.”
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1104* Creek Agency, CN 11/22/68, black manuscript postmark tying 1867 3¢ Grill on cover to Ohio, docketed at left “Dec 3rd
1868” receipt; stamp repaired and may not belong (however the stamp may have been placed on the cover after the manuscript
postmark), Very Fine appearance. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

1105* Fort Hawkins, 21 May [1818], straight line Fort, Hawkins [Georgia] postmark with red manuscript “21 May” below and
matching “Free” frank to the Paymaster General in Washington D.C., endorsed “John B. Hogan, P.M. [Paymaster] 7 Reg Infy” 
at top right, letter of mostly business nature with Hogan complaining to the Paymaster General, “How is it to be presumed, Sir,
that I could travel by land & water a distance of 600 miles in the dead of Winter, make a payment & forward to your office my
Vouchers in the short space of from the 16th November to the 19th December?”, cert. states “It is a Genuine Usage, with a
portion of the postmark drawn in.” (which is insignificant), couple vertical file folds with light toning on left-hand fold,
F.-V.F., the unique example of the straight line postmark; with 2009 P.F. certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Fort Hawkins (1806-1828) was named for Benjamin Hawkins, who served as the General Superintendent of Indian Affairs
(1796-1816) South of the Ohio River, as well as principal US Indian agent to the Creek. A former US Senator from North
Carolina, Hawkins had been appointed by President George Washington to deal with the Choctaw, Cherokee and Chickasaw
in the larger territory, and worked to bring about years of peace between the Creek and American settlers. Hawkins was
named the Beloved Man of the Southeastern tribes, indicating the respect they had for him.

1106* Fort Hawkins, 20 August 1818, manuscript postmark and matching “Free” frank as well as a straight line “Free” handstamp
on folded letter addressed to the Quartermaster General in Washington D.C. and endorsed “Public Service” at top; datelined
“Fort Hawkins 15th August 1818” with army business contents, couple pressed out vertical file folds, Very Fine and choice,
only four manuscript postmarks are recorded.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Fort Hawkins was named for Benjamin Hawkins, who served as the General Superintendent of Indian Affairs (1796-1816)
South of the Ohio River, as well as principal US Indian agent to the Creek. A former US Senator from North Carolina, Hawkins 
had been appointed by President George Washington to deal with the Choctaw, Cherokee and Chickasaw in the larger
territory, and worked to bring about years of peace between the Creek and American settlers.

241

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History



1107* Indian Territory in Camp April 28, 1849, dateline on folded letter with manuscript postmark “Westport, Mo. 3 May” with
matching “10” rate marking to Lode, Seneca Co., New York; carried privately from the trail to Westport; reads in part from
“Augustus” to his father, “We have finally got under way and about one hundred miles in camp on prairie from
Independence…average about twenty miles day…we have a well beaten road so far and will have some ways yet…the country
is beautiful can see nothing but green prairies for hundreds of miles…give me this kind of life, never felt better in my life…”,
Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1108* Indian Territory Postmark Group, small lot of 12 covers with various Indian Territory postmarks, towns included Big Tusk, 
Choteau, Claremore, “Doksville, I.T.” manuscript Fort Arbuckle, Ark., “Fort Gibson, Ind. T., M.O.B.”, Fort Sill, Tahlequah,
Webber’s Falls, “Wewoka P.O. Seminole Nat. Ind T.” oval, few minor faults, generally F.-V.F., an interesting lot worth
inspection.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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Indian Wars

1109* (Indian War) 1789 Letter Addressed to 1st Georgia Governor, George Walton, large folded letter outersheet (no
contents) addressed to “The Honbl George Walton Esquire, Governor and Commander in Chief of the State of Georgia,
Augusta” with additional manuscript notations/directives including, “Express”, “Indians” , and “on the country Service”;
docketed “Letter Timothy Barnard 27 May 1789” and “Indian Af fairs” on reverse, with “Order Taken 5 June” on
front ; toned along vertical center fold with some reinforcement of folds, F.-V.F., A rare letter from Indian Agent, Timothy
Barnard carried by military express to the first Governor of Georgia regarding the Creek Indians.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

George Walton was the youngest signer of the Declaration of Independence and had a long political career. He became
Governor of the new State of Georgia on Jan 7, 1789 until leaving office Nov 11, 1789. During his short tenure, a new state
constitution was sanctioned, peace with the Creek Indians was created, and Augusta became the capitol. Timothy Barnard,
first white settler known to live on land now in Macon County, Georgia, operated an Indian Trading Post on the west bank of
the Flint River from pre-Revolutionary days until he died in 1820. For his loyalty to the American cause, his sons by his Uchee
wife were given land reserves in the county. Trusted by his Indian neighbors, he became Assistant and Interpreter to Benjamin
Hawkins, Indian Agent. He blazed “Barnard’s Paths”, principal early trails from the Chattahoochee River to St. Mary’s and
St. Augustine.
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1110* (Indian War) 1794 Letter Addressed to 3rd Georgia Governor, George Matthews, large folded outer lettersheet (no
contents) addressed “His Excellency G. Matthews & C” (George Matthews, 3rd Governor of Georgia from Nov 7, 1793 to Jan
15, 1796) with “by Express” at lower left; docketed “Letter Capt Armstrong 20 May 1794, Answered 25th instant (see
letter book) Indian War ”; some toning at folds, wax seal hold in flap, Fine, An exceptionally rare letter written by an officer
during the 1794 Northwest Indian War campaign to the Governor of Georgia.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

THE “BY EXPRESS” NOTATION REFERS TO A MILITARY EXPRESS, WHICH CARRIED THIS LETTER FROM
CAPTAIN ARMSTRONG DURING THE NORTHWEST INDIAN WAR TO THE THEN-GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA.

The “1794 Indian War” refers to the Northwest Indian War, a conflict primarily fought over control of the Ohio Valley. The
pivotal event of 1794 was the Battle of Fallen Timbers on August 20, where U.S. forces led by General Anthony Wayne
decisively defeated a confederacy of Native American tribes. This victory led to the signing of the Treaty of Greenville in 1795,
which resulted in significant land concessions from the tribes and opened the Northwest Territory to American settlement.
Captain John Armstrong (the sender of this letter) was a U.S. Army officer who served in the Northwest Indian War and was
involved in a disastrous ambush in 1790, but was later part of expeditions in the Northwest Territory leading up to 1794. While
his name is associated with the 1790 ambush, his career continued into the mid-1790s.
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1111* (Indian War) Black Hawk War Letter [1832], folded letter postmarked with black double oval “Jacksonvillew Illinois Jan
25” and manuscript “Paid 25” addressed to Pickering, Yorkshire, England with manuscript “Post Paid 25” at lower left,
datelined “Morgan Co. Jan 1, 1832” (the writer may have inadvertently dated it 1832, when in fact, 1833 seems to make more
sense based on events noted), irregular boxed black backstamp “Liverpool Ship Letter” handstamp on reverse; letter reads, in
part, “…The late Indian scrape that took place in June last was as follows: that the Saucks & Fox Indeans on the Rock River in
the Northerin part of the state threw down the fences of the Wheat Fields, turned in their Horses, destroyed the crops of small
Grain belonging the whites, it appears the whites did not think themselves safe from the scalping knife & Tomahawk, great
numbers of the Whites left their homes & took shelter in Fort Harrison & in block houses which they erected for their safety,
that Black Oak [Black Hawk] & his tribe had formed Leagues with other Indeans which promised to give their assistance, it
appears General Gaines arrived at Rock Island with 800 Regular Troops, he found the Indeans too numerous for him, he sent
an express to General Duncan for 1600 Mounted Volunteers, Armed and equipped, the issue was to have 400 out of Morgan,
400 Green, 400 Sangamon, the balance out of he adjacent counties by accounts the Indeans were flocking in to the Indean
Village every day and preparing for Battle that Black oak declared their forefathers lived and died there they intended to do the 
same, when the volunteers arrived mounted and Armed with their long black rifles Black oak found an army at hand which he
durst not encounter. he was obliged to come to a treaty…R. Coultas”, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

AN OUTSTANDING LETTER OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE DETAILING THE EVENTS OF THE BLACK HAWK
WAR OF 1832.

The Black Hawk War was a conflict between the United States and Native Americans led by Black Hawk, a Sauk leader. The
war erupted after Black Hawk and a group of Sauks, Meskwakis (Fox), and Kickapoos, known as the “British Band”, crossed
the Mississippi River, to the U.S. state of Illinois, from Iowa Indian Territory in April 1832. Black Hawk’s motives were
ambiguous, but he was apparently hoping to reclaim land that was taken over by the United States in the disputed 1804 Treaty
of St. Louis.
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1112* (Indian War) (Second Seminole War) East Florida, Ft. Wakerhoote, Jan the 7th, 1841, dateline on folded letter entered
the mails with red cds “New York Mar 1” with manuscript “Single” at lower left and large “X” addressed to Hopkinton, N.H.,
interesting letter writen by semi-literate soldier reads, in part, “…you will inquire whare I am and must I tell you or must I not
methinks I must. I am two thousand miles from you in the Teritory of florida a fighting for my cuntry…here I am a soldier in
florida fighting the red face sons of biches face to face and hunting them from their hamocks in wich thee are concealed to
shooat down our men as thee pass along…there was three Lieutenant and ones wife and thee sargent Magor of our Reg coming 
from head Quarters past Micanopa wich was but 8 miles distance with an escort of 10 men when thee had got about half way
thee were fired upon buy a party of indians and the sargent major was killed the veary first shot thee then gove them Battle but
the indians being so menny more in number that the(y) soon surounded them two of the men scaped and the rest were
inhumanly butcherd some thare heads cut of and some all to peces this yong woman had ben maried only about six weaks and
had moved into florida only time enough to be tomahawk by the damnable blood thirsty rebels…If you write a letter to me you
must direct to Fort Wakerhotee East Florida Company B you must remember to pay the postage on it because thare no post
office nere here and tha will not send it along with tha have Theresienstadt pay…B.B. Cressy.” some edge faults, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

PERHAPS THE ONLY ITEM KNOWN FROM THIS OBSCURE FLORIDA FORT AND AN OUTSTANDING LETTER
REGARDING THIS BRUTAL WAR.

The Second Seminole War - also called the Florida War - was fought in Florida from 1835 to 1842 between the United States
and groups collectively known as the Seminoles, which included Creek and Black Seminoles along with other allied tribes. It
formed part of the broader series of conflicts known as the Seminole Wars. Often considered the longest and most expensive of
America’s Indian wars, the conflict grew out of rising tensions following the 1832 Treaty of Payne’s Landing, which mandated 
the Seminoles’ removal from Florida. Hostilities erupted with the Dade massacre in 1835. By the war’s end in 1842, only a few
hundred Indigenous people remained in Florida. Although no formal peace treaty was signed, Colonel William Jenkins Worth
declared the war over on August 14, 1842.

1113* Omaha Agency Neb. 5/18,1875, black manuscript postmark on yellow cover to Iowa with fancy embossed monogram as
corner card, franked with manuscript cancelled 3¢ Bank Note, defective due to placement on the cover, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Omaha Agency post office (at the Omaha Indian Agency in Nebraska) was in operation from Oct 9, 1861 to March 16, 1906.
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1114* P.T. Reep. P.M. Beaver, N.S. of I.T. Via Dodge City, Kan. 6/28 - 83, blue three-line handstamp with manuscript date
beneath as fourth line ties 3¢ green banknote on cover to Iowa; adhesive also cancelled by matching killer of vertical bars,
slight reduction at left, minor toning, Very Fine, The unique example of this early provisional straight-line Indian Territory
postmark.
Scott No. 147 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $750 - 1,000

AN EXHIBIT QUALITY COVER AND ONE OF THE GREAT RARITIES OF BOTH OKLAHOMA AND INDIAN
TERRITORY POSTAL HISTORY.

The Beaver post office (in the Oklahoma panhandle) was established on the north side of the North Canadian River in 1883;
undoubtedly, this was the first attempt at a handstamp, it is speculated that the “N.S. of I.T.” stands for “North Section of
Indian Territory”.

Beaver began as a stop on the Jones and Plummer Trail. In 1880, Jim Lane built a house on the south side of Beaver Creek, that 
also served as a general store, saloon, hotel, and restaurant. Beaver slowly sprouted along the banks of Beaver Creek. The
first post office had been established on the north side of the river in 1883. In 1884, Lane moved the post office to his store and
became the postmaster.

1115* (Sac and Fox Nation) Sac & Fox Agency I.T. August 10th, bold manuscript postmark with “Paid 25” rate marking on 1844
folded letter addressed to Hartford, Ct, datelined “New Perches, Wappilo Co, Aug the 9, 1844” from Mary Jane Whipple, letter 
notes to direct her letters to “Sac and Fox Agency, Wappilo Co. Iowa T, New Perches”; light file fold, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

The Sac and Fox Nation is the largest of three federally recognized tribes of Sauk and Meskwaki (Fox) Indian peoples. In 1832
they participated in the Black Hawk War against the United States. After the war, the tribe relocated several times from Illinois 
to Iowa, Kansas, and finally Indian Territory in the 1870s.

Located in Franklin County on the Marias des Cygnes River, this was one of the Indian reservations created for relocation of
the eastern tribes. After several moves from their home on Lake Huron, the Sac and Foxes were given land in the unorganized
territory of Kansas. In 1867, this reservation was ceded back to the United States in exchange for land in Indian Territory, thus
opening the Kansas lands for white settlement.
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1116* (Sioux) To the Agents of the Sioux Indians, Lieut Wm McKessack, U.S.M. Ind. Dept, Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin,
address on 1839 folded cover datelined “March 30, 1839 Iowa Territory Washington County”, postmarked
brownish-black “Burlington, I.T. Mar 26 ” cds with manuscript “18-¾” rate, letter reads, in part, “…there is at this time a
female of the sioux nation of lndians, now a prisoner in the hands of the Sax and Fox Indians, lately taken by them, according to 
their own account…last Friday she was to be put to death, but they have declined killing her. Yesterday myself and three or
four others went to the camp of the chief of the Indians that are on Skunk River. The name of the chief is Max col wa…He told me 
they would not kill her; saying she was good to rais corm. I wished to know if they would sell her, he said he would take seven
good horses for her. They say they caught another female the same time, and cut her throte…John Grimsley,” light edge wear,
a few small edge tears, Very Fine, a historical letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Iowa

1117* Challis, IT, Challis May 14 79, black circular handstamp with negative lettering “Challis IT”, the postmaster must have felt it
not clear enough as he then wrote in manuscript within the marking “Challis May 14 79” with matching segmented cork killer
on 1¢ postal card addressed to Salmon City with business contents signed J.M. Sharp, Very Fine and rare, Consignor notes
“may be unique.” Certainly early and rare.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Challis was founded in 1878 and named for A.P. Challis, who was a surveyor when the townsite was laid out. Challis post
office was established in 1878.
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1118* Wapello Iowa Tery, Mar 20 (1841), black rimless circle cds with manuscript rate marking “"Paid 10" ”on stampless folded
letter to Burlington, Iowa with legal/land contents and signed/dated “Burlington this 4th day of March 1841”, minor file fold
through cds, still, Very Fine and choice, A rare early Iowa Territorial cover with unusual rimless circle handstamp.
Consignor’s notes indicate “Only Known Example.”.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Iowa Territory was formed July 4, 1838 and existed for a little over six years, with statehood being achieved Dec 28, 1846.

1119* Westpoint IT Jan 23 (1846), bold black straight-line postmark with manuscript date and matching “10” rate on single-page
folded letter to Ohio, datelined “Jan 23 1846” with business contents; minor wrinkles, Very Fine and rare, Possibly unique
example of this straight line Iowa Territorial marking.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Kansas

1120* Atchison, Kas. Mar 7 ‘66., blue double circle postmark with target killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65, tiny perf tear) to grayish
overall shaded ad cover of “Butterfield Overland Despatch Co” noting “To All points Colorado, Utah, Idaho and Montana
Territories” with principal offices “Atchison, Kansas” and several others, addressed to New York; slightly reduced at right,
Very Fine and attractive, a lovely item and a very rare Butterfield Overland Despatch Company design.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

In 1865-66, David A. Butterfield operated this Overland Despatch between Denver, Colorado Territory and Atchison,
Kansas.
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1121* Doniphan, K.T., Aug 31, bold balloon cds with two additional light strikes on three 1857 1¢ blue, type V (24) on circa 1860
buff cover to Washington Co., Pa., Very Fine and scarce. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1122* Fort Leavenworth, July 5/57, manuscript postmark on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to Virginia, some light corner wear, Very
Fine, only three covers are recorded with this very late use of the manuscript postmark without state designation,
ex-Alexander.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1123* Kansas Postmark Group, small lot of 11 covers all with various Kansas postmarks, most are franked with 1857 3¢ with
territorial postmark, towns included Doniphan, Emporia, Fort Leavenworth with numeral “5” tying 1861 3¢, Fort Scott, Huron 
manuscript, Lawrence, Leavenworth City, Olathe, Osgood manuscript, Topeka, Troy manuscript, few minor faults, generally
F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1124* Leavenworth, K.T., blurry strike of cds ties 1857 3¢ dull red (26, creased) on cover to Massachusetts, flap torn, included is
lengthy letter written by Pikes Peak Miner en route which is datelined “Lawrence, K.T. May 8th, 1859” and written over the
next couple of days, excellent contents which talks of violent weather, mines and outfitting a team as well as daily life, Very
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.

1125* Manhattan, Kas. Nov 12, two strikes of small cds including one tying 1857 3¢ dull red on cover to New York, forwarded with
“New-York Nov 22 1860” cds and barred killer on second 3¢ 1857 adhesive for forwarding postage to Boston; enclosed letter
datelined “Bluemont, Nov 4, 1860” with contents, in part, “…We are having good religious times in Kansas to make up for
temporal lass. Next Tuesday is our Territorial election comes off & also the Presidential for all the Nation. The Lord guide the
hearts & the hands to vote right on that important day.” from one brother to another; trimmed slightly at right just taking off a
few perfs from the right-hand adhesive, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1126* Quindaro, K.T. July 28, excellent strike of unusual style cds with manuscript date tying 1851 3¢ dull red on orange cover to
Boston, Extremely Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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1127* Topeka, K.T. May 31, bold blue balloon cds ties 1857 3¢ dull red on patriotic cover to Leavenworth City, Kansas; wonderful
illustrated patriotic showing US Flag and “Jeff Davis” Hanging From the Gallows with the inscription “Fate of Traitors!”,
slightly reduced at right, Very Fine and choice, Rare Kansas Territorial patriotic cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

AN EXHIBIT QUALITY COVER IN ALL RESPECTS.

1128* Wakarusa, Kansas Correspondence, five covers all with manuscript postmarks of Wakarusa, Kansas on covers addressed to 
Massachusetts franked with manuscript cancelled 1857 3¢ dull red or 1861 3¢ rose adhesives, including: Wakarusa K.T. Jan
26, 1859, Nov 10, 1859 and Nov 12, 1859; Wakarusa, Kan. Sept 6th, 1864 and Dec 13, 1864, generally Very Fine,
Territorial covers from Wakarusa are rare!
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Kansas Territory was formed May 30, 1854 with Kansas becoming a state on Jan 19, 1861; therefore, three of the covers
offered in this lot are from the territorial period and two statehood. Please visit our website for additional images.

1129* Winona, KT, cds (double strike) ties 1857 3¢ dull red type I (25, torn) on cover to Pennsylvania, flap torn & minor cover
wrinkles, F.-V.F., a scarce territorial postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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1130* Wyandotte K.T. Feb 9, bold black balloon cds on stampless cover to Württemberg, Germany, black cds transit marking
“New-York Br. Pkt 23 Feb 23” and manuscript “U.S. 30¢” with sender’s notation “per Prussian Closed Mail!”; red double
circle backstamp “Aachen 12 3” (March 12) circa 1860., Extremely Fine, A rare example of a cover used from Kansas
Territory to Württemberg via Prussian Closed Mail.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

1131* Wyandotte K.T. Mar 23, bold black balloon cds on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Philadelphia, Extremely Fine, Very
early use of handstamp postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1132* Wyandotte Kt, Aug 6, black manuscript postmark on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Philadelphia; wax seal on verso stain 
bleeds through to center front of cover, still Very Fine, a scarce Kansas Territory town (DPO 1855-1887).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1133* (Land Claims For the Territory of Orleans and the District of Louisiana) Albert Gallatin  (Secretary of the Treasury
1801-14), free frank signature with Treasury Department on folded letter datelined “Treasury Department September 8th
1806” regarding “An Act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to lands within the territory of Orleans and the
District of Louisiana, which has been approved by the President of the United States, and to which you will therefore be
pleased to conform in your several proceedings and decisions”; enclosure additionally signed by Gallatin; very light
orange-red “Washington City Sep 23” cds with matching “FREE” handstamp to St. Louis; letter with fold tear sealed by
hinges, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1134* Lexington, M.T. Feb 25, black manuscript postmark with pen strokes canceling 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U9) to Andover
CT, Very Fine, One of only two examples recorded in Risvold’s book.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1135* Mantorville , M.T. June 19th, black manuscript postmark on white envelope with printed “FREE” and printed address to
“Lib. F. Thurber, Post Master, Washington, Vermont”; with a second Free Burlington Vermont cover enclosed from 1856;
hinge sealed tear at upper left, Very Fine, Risvold’s book on Minnesota Territorial postmarks lists only one manuscript
known; this now being a second example.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Minnesota

1136* Saint Paul, Min. Ter. Sep 23, bold red balloon cds with matching italic “10” rate handstamp cancelling 1851 3¢ orange
brown (#10, maybe copper brown shade) on embossed lady’s cover, light staining along bottom edge impacting legibility of
the address, otherwise Very Fine, a pretty cover.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1137* Saint Paul, Min. Ter. May 11, bold black balloon cds tying 1857 1¢ blue type V (24) to buff cover for local delivery,
docketing at left “May 10, 1858”, on verso is a handstamp 100 years later from St. Paul May 11, 1958 with First Day of Issue
killer tying 3¢ Minnesota Statehood postage stamp, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1138* Saint Paul, Min. Ter., Apr 4, cds with accompanying fancy “PAID 3 U.S.” with stars rating handstamp addressed to The
Governor of Tennessee at Nashville Tenn., Very Fine, a scarce Minnesota Territory fancy rate marking, ex-Kramer.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

This black cds type is known used between October 1850 and June 1852, as the postal rate for this distance.

1139* Minnesota Postmarks, small balance lot of 16 covers with various postmarks including Cannon River Falls, Hastings, Lake
City, Minneapolis, Monticello, Nininger, Northfield, Saint Paul, Saratoga, Shakopee, Winnebago City, Winona, all franked
with 1851, 1857 issues or stampless, F.-V.F., a lovely group with some very nice territorial postmarks.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.
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Missouri

1140* Fort Leavenworth, Mo. May 8, black cds with matching large “X” rate handstamp on blue folded letter to Connecticut,
datelined “Fort Leavenworth Mo. May 4th 49” reads, in part, “…William Clare late of Company B 2nd Artillery under my
command when on its way to Santa Fe New Mexico died of the Asiatic colera near the Kansas on board the steamer “St Paul”
on it way to this Place- April 30th…H.L. Kendrick,”, very light toning at edges, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The 2nd Artillery was scheduled to escort the new Indian agent at Santa Fe to his post, leaving from Fort Leavenworth. They
departed on May 16, 1849. Apparently a number of letters like this were sent, as a report to Washington said “All companies,
from the effects of cholera and other causes before starting, are much reduced in numbers, and present very little more than
skeleton forms.” Please visit our website for additional images.

1141* Jeff Barracks, 4 Augt 1828, dateline on folded letter written by Brig. Gen. Atkinson w his endorsement at top “Brig Genl
Atkinson” and addressed to “Colonel W. Neil, 1st Reg. Infy, Fort Crawford ” [Wisconsin] carried privately “Fav of G.
Scott” at bottom left, letter reads in part, “Genl. Scott reached Cincinnati on the 22nd. under an order from the Sec’y. of War.
The Gen ‘ l. has not changed his mind on the subject of rank between himself & Genl. Macomb. In resuming his Comd. of the
dept. he places himself at once in a situation to receive orders from Genl. Macomb, and as he intends to disobey them, things
must soon reach a crisis. What the result will be is difficult to say. An arrest, suspension from command, or a dismissal must
follow a disobedience. Hardly the first, as the President has said no court will intervene to try the question…”, signed “Yours
with esteem, H. Atkinson”, docketed “Genl. Atkinsons letter 4th August 1828”, Very Fine and an excellent letter.,
ex-Beals.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Henry Atkinson was a United States Army officer serving on the western frontier during the War of 1812 and the Yellowstone
expedition. With Benjamin O’Fallon, he negotiated treaties with Indigenous nations of the upper Missouri River in 1825. Over 
his career in the army, he served in the West, the Gulf Coast, and in New York at the border with Canada.
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1142* St. Charles M.T. Oct 23, slightly blurred black cds with manuscript “25” rate on lengthy folded letter to Vermont; datelined
“St Charles 29th Oct 1820” and reads, in part, “…Missourians in the valley of the Missouri and Mississippi know what is meant 
by ‘hard times’…Our first State Legislature is yet in session…the settlements do no cease at Charriton - but continue to the
Indian boundary…” signed Harry Noble, the four-page letter has lots of other local goings-on mentioned, prices of goods, etc.;
trivial edge wear, F.-V.F., Based on manuscript uses from St. Charles both before (through late 1819) and in the years that
post-date this cover, it is believed this is the only known example of this handstamp.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A WONDERFUL MISSOURI TERRITORY COVER THAT HAS BEEN OFF THE MARKET FOR DECADES.

Missouri Territory was carved from the Territory of Louisiana on Dec 7, 1812 and existed for nearly nine years until the State
of Missouri entered the Union Aug 10, 1821.

1143* St. Louis Mo. Oct 10, manuscript postmark in black with matching “10” rate on 1820 folded letter to Kaskaskia, Illinois;
vertical file fold, ink staining at lower right, Very Fine and a nice territorial usage. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1144* Thomas H. Benton (Senator From Missouri), manuscript free frank on 1820 autographed letter signed folded letter to
“Military Academy, W. Point, N. York”, no postal markings, only a simple “Free. Thomas H. Benton” frank, dateline
“Washington City Dec 13th 1820” with contents discussing the potential for Missouri to enter as a state, in part,
“…Missouri is still hanging up in the H. of R. but I feel confident that she will get through eventually [and did so, Aug 20,
1821]…many propositions for retrenching expenditures are submitted among others a project for abolishing the military
academy…Thomas H. Benton”; internal signature damaged from wax seal with tape repair and “on” missing of Benton, Very
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

FUTURE SENATOR BENTON MAKES MENTION OF WHAT WOULD EVENTUALLY BE KNOWN AS THE
“MISSOURI COMPROMISE”.

Thomas Hart Benton, nicknamed “Old Bullion”, was an American politician, attorney, soldier, and longtime United States
senator from Missouri. A member of the Democratic Party, he was an architect and champion of westward expansion by the
United States, a cause that became known as manifest destiny. Benton served in the Senate from 1821 to 1851, becoming the
first member of that body to serve five terms.
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1145* Missoula, Mon. Mar 1, black cds with socked-on-the-nose target killer on 1867 3¢ rose, F Grill on orange cover westbound to
Walla Walla, W.T.; reduced at right, Very Fine, The earliest type Missoula postmark (late 1860s) recorded in Shellen &
Dunn’s book, with six examples noted.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1146* Montana Postmark Group, small lot of 14 covers or postal cards with various Montana postmarks, towns included Bannock
City, Billings, Boulder Valley, Bozeman, Butte City, Forsyth, Glendale, Helena, Sheridan manuscript, Terminous, Virginia
City, few minor faults, generally F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

1147* Nevada City M.T. Oct 4 [1866], blue straight-line postmark tying 1861 3¢ rose, horiz. pair (65, couple minor perf flaws) on
cover to Stephenson Bridge, Niagara County, N.Y., Very Fine and a very rare straight line postmark, Shellen & Dunn
report this postmark used from May 5, 1866 to Oct 7, 1867, this likely being an 1866 usage as the 3¢ rose is not grilled. Six
examples recorded in their census.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1148* Old Agency, Montana. Mar 22, 1877, very fine small purple cds with matching star-in-circle killer tying 3¢ Bank Note to
cover to San Diego, California; includes original contents datelined “Blackfeet Agency, Montana March 21st, 1877” and
reads, in part, “…now I am pretty sure from the delays in Mail transportation at this end, you will not receive that letter in time
to take the action I intended and meet me. I have some hope you may Telegraph me to Helena when you will be there…from
Franklin to Helena (stage) $62.50 time 5 days and one night meals on the road $1 each, only 25 lb of baggage allowed…John
Young.”; light edge wear with a few corner bumps, Very Fine, Shellen & Dunn report this postmark used from Feb 1, 1877 to
Dec 10, 1879 with a total of six examples recorded in their census.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Please visit our website for additional images.

Nebraska

1149* Desoto N.T. Sept 9, manuscript postmark on yellow cover addressed to Cherry Fork P.O., Ohio, franked with 1857 3¢ dull red
with manuscript cancel, large promotional map illustration of Nebraska Territory  (Winter Type C), minor backflap
damage, Very Fine and choice, Only a handful of these propaganda map covers exist, which showed numerous speculative
railroad lines that were never built., ex-Baughman and Jarrett.
Scott No. 26a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

The March, 2007 issue of Western Express contains a detailed article by Ken Stach on the propaganda map covers of
Nebraska Territory, including a census of known covers.
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1150* Ft Kearny O.R. June 22/52, ornate black spread eagle, stars, and leaves handstamp tying 1851 3¢ dull red (11, faults) on
buff cover to Parsippany, New Jersey with a second stronger strike of the black handstamp postmark at lower left,
manuscript date applied also tying stamp “June 22/52”, with original enclosure, in part, “…Fort Kearny June 15th/52…We see
some Indians, plenty of adventure and a good deal to amusement…I will write you at length from Fort Laramie about the
fourth of July…Edgar Z. Smith”; light horizontal creasing at top, F.-V.F., this being the only example in black (others in blue).,
realized $11,000 hammer in the Risvold auction (Spink’s January, 2010, Lot #437).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $5,000 - 7,500

AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THE FANCY FORT KEARNY O.R. “OREGON ROUTE” EAGLE HANDSTAMP
OF THE FOUR EXAMPLES RECORDED, COMPLETE WITH ORIGINAL TRAIL LETTER.

By the 1850’s, the commonly called Oregon Route, or O.R. was formerly known as the Oregon Trail, that being the route of
Oregon emigrants. This letter was sent with the the Woodson Contract mail for Independence, Mo.

260

The Dr. James Milgram Collection of Western Postal History



1151* Nebraska City, N.T. Feb 3 1863, black double-circle datestamp tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on patriotic cover with illustration
of Wheat Shock and Soldier at left with imprint “Chicago Board of Trade Regiment” to Iowa; enclosure datelined “Nebraska
City Feb 2 ‘63”, ever so slightly reduced at left for opening, light wear at left corners, Very Fine, a scarce Nebraska Patriotic.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1152* Nebraska Postmark Group, small lot of seven covers with various Nebraska postmarks including Bellevue in red, Fort
Kearney, Omaha City, Pawnee City with printed corner card for the “Nemeha Valley Seminary”, Plattsmouth, plus two
Nebraska/Kansas printed map covers (one unused & other with stamp cut out), some cover faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

1153* Nebraska Territorial Covers including Four Patrioti cs, group of six Nebraska Territorial covers, including four patriotics
and one congressional all from same correspondence, addressed to George Baker, Decatur, Illinois, all postmarked from
Mount Vernon, N.T., Nebraska City, N.T. or Brownsville, N.T. one with patriotic lettersheet enclosure, one cover with
all-over 38th Congress design, some cover flaws, F.-V.F., Civil War Patriotic covers from Nebraska Territory are scarce.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1154* Nohart, Neb. Feb 3rd [1865], manuscript postmark tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on yellow cover to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs in Washington City, D.C., cover additionally struck with three “Nohart, Nebr” balloon cds postmarks, docket at left
indicates “Proposals to purchase Sac & Fox of Mo Trust Land”, with clam shell shaped handstamp “Received at the Indian
Bureau Feb 13 1865”; backflap missing, Very Fine and rare, One of four known examples of this Nebraska Territorial
postmark.
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

Nohart was located on the Iowa Indian reservation and was named for a chief of the Iowa tribe. Both territorial postmarks
from Nohart are illustrated.

1155* Omaha City, N.T. May 11, circa 1857 black cds on yellow cover with all-over illustrated “Topographical Sketch of a
Portion of Nebraska Territorial” map  (Winter Design D) to N.Y.; franked with manuscript cancelled 1851 3¢ dull red (four
margins), backflap with printed corner card of “Root & Cozzens General Land and Collection Agents, Omaha City, N.T.”,
backflap with hinge reinforcements, overall edge wear with a few small tears, Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The March, 2007 issue of Western Express contains a detailed article by Ken Stach on the propaganda map covers of
Nebraska Territory, including a census of known covers.
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1156* Otoe City N.T. June 11th 1857, black manuscript postmark (Winter #164) on yellow cover to Middlebury, Vermont franked
with 1851 3¢ dull red with manuscript cancel, accompanied by cover from the same correspondence back to Otoe City, N.T.
postmarked “Middlebury Vt Mar 2” blue cds tying 1851 3¢ imperf (cover from Vt. with sealed cover tear), Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

1157* Salem, N.T. Mar 5 [1864], black balloon cds with manuscript cancel on 3¢ pink entire to “John A Dunbank Esq, Indian Agent, 
Great Nemaha Agency, Nohart, Nebraska Territory” with notation “Proposals to purchase Trust Lands of the Sac and Foxes of
Missouri”; two partial strikes of “Received at the Indian Bureau, Apr 4, 1864” handstamp on verso; couple toned spots on
front, slight trimming at right just nipping off some of the address, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1158* Nebraska Territorial Correspondence, a nice lot of three covers all with original enclosure, first is cover with manuscript
“Austin, N.T. Sept 30, 1863” postmark & matching “Paid” on yellow stampless cover to Wisconsin, with enclosure discusses
harsh weather, crop prices, and tough times on the frontier; second is cover with manuscript “Austin N.T. May 20th 1863”
manuscript postmark with postmaster’s free frank “free HW Parker, P.M.” (Hiram W. Parker became postmaster Mar 6, 1863
and acted as such until the office closed on Apr 14, 1864) on brown cover to Wisconsin with enclosure datelined with similar
contents to previous letter; last is 3¢ entire postmarked “Bellevue, Neb. Jul 6” [1864] black cds with target killer to Wisconsin
with enclosure datelined “July 3d 1864" with family health content, etc.; some cover faults, Fine, Winter’s book on Nebraska
Territory Postal History records only five manuscript postmarks from Austin, with the two offered in this lot not being
included in the Winter census.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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Nevada

1159* Austin, Nev. Sep 5, partial black cds on cover franked with 1863 2¢ Blackjack (73) cancelled by target killer, with manuscript
“Due 2” (the correct rate of 3¢ for mailing to California was underpaid by 1¢, which was doubled to 2¢ due for the unpaid
portion) addressed to Sacramento, Cal.; original enclosure datelined “Bunker Hill August 31st/64” and reads, in part,
“…You ask me if I have really struck it rich. I wil tell you. I can make grub & pay my assessments & that is more than every one
can do here you bet…pretty good paying thing if it was not I would draw out at once for some of the owners are God dam Rebs.
They are the meanest Devils out of hell…it costs me about nine dollars a week for grub & devilish tough at that, it is a very
healthy place Vermont cannot beat it for any thing but girls. They are verry scarse I have not seen but two women for five
months nor had a square meel since I left Virginia City…J.W. Eggelston,”; cover edge wear with tattered lower right corner,
F.-V.F. and an excellent letter, A “blackjack” use from Nevada Territory is rare, this was the subject of an article in the Postal
History Journal (Jan. 1873) by Dr. Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Bunker Hill (the dateline of this letter) was a very small offshoot mining camp located in Kingston canyon, 27 miles south of
Austin, on the east slope of the Toiyabe Mountain. It was founded early in 1863 and existed until the latter part of 1864, when
the new town of Kingston was founded some two miles down from Bunker Hill at the mouth of Kingston Canyon.

1160* Carson City, U.T. Apr 18, [circa 1861], sharp blue straight-line postmark with manuscript date on yellow Pardon Brown
correspondence cover franked with manuscript cancelled 1857 10¢ green, type V (35), Extremely Fine. 
Scott No. 35. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750

ONE OF THE FINEST EXAMPLES OF THIS RARE NEVADA STRAIGHT LINE POSTMARK.

Carson City was still a part of Utah Territory at this time. Since Nevada was formed from portion of Utah territory in early
March of 1861, early postmarks still showed the “U.T.”.

1161* Carson City, U.T. Sep 9 [1862], two strikes of small blue cds, one on indicium of 1860 10¢ green Star Die entire (U33) to Miss 
Lydia Brown, Newport, R.I., part of the Pardon Brown correspondence, pencil notation on back “Sept 9, 1862” (contents, no
longer present), minor corner nick at top left, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

Since Nevada was formed from portion of Utah territory in early March of 1861, early postmarks still showed the “U.T.”.
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1162* Clifton, Nev. Ter./Dec. 26, 1863, fancy cds tying 1861 3¢ rose (few toned perfs) on cover to New York, reverse with
contemporary doodling, Very Fine and an unusually clear strike of this fancy cancel, Gamett-Nelson Rarity 10, who record 
this postmark used from Nov 2, 1863 to Feb 2, 1864.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1163* Gold Hill, N.T. Feb 25, 1863, perfect strike of double circle datestamp in deep blue ink with two strikes of black
propeller-style killer on two 1866 2¢ Blackjack adhesives (73), one just tied by killer, on fancy large-size embossed
Valentine envelope to Conn., enclosure fancy Valentine with small printed message “Let the zealots talk Of joys above, And
rapturous dreams The soul that lift, There’s no devotion Warm as love, Or offering pure Of true love’s gift.”; some minor
damage to the “lace” of the ornate Valentine, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A RARE NEVADA TERRITORIAL USE OF A VALENTINE ENVELOPE WITH ORIGINAL VALENTINE
ENCLOSURE.

Please visit our website for additional images.

1164* Nevada Postmark Group, lot of three covers and one postal entire from the 1860’s with various postmarks including Austin,
Carson City & Gold Hill, one with blue boxed handstamp “Combination S.M. Co.” of the Combination Silver Mining
Company (often abbreviated as S.M. Co.) based in Belmont, Nevada, during the late 1860s and 1870s, cover faults, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1165* Pardon Brown Correspondence [1862], group of four covers from the famous Pardon Brown correspondence coming out of
early Nevada Territory addressed to Middletown, R.I and all on 1861 10¢ green on white or buff entires (U40 or U41); several
have photocopies of the original contents; covers include one with “Washoe City, Nev T.” blue cds, two with “Virginia City,
N.T.” black double circle cds and one with “Carson City, U.T.” blue cds, one of the Virginia City entires with hand-drawn
mourning cover border; some edge wear and light toning, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The Pardon Brown correspondence is noted for several covers carried by Snowshoe Thompson’s express from Carson Valley
to Placerville during the winters of 1857-58 and 1858-1859.  Please visit our website for additional images.

1166* Unionville, N.T. Aug 3, 1863, black cds tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on patriotic cover with red, white and blue design of Flag and 
Lady Liberty Flying on Back of Eagle with inscription, addressed to New Hampshire with manuscript “missent and For” with
“Tufftonboro N.H. Sep 3” double circle postmark in black, manuscript “Try Mass” at lower left; included is second cover from
same correspondence with same design and postmark (missing stamp), first cover is very fine with trivial tear at bottom,
second is for reference & irregularly reduced at left, Very Fine, A rare pair of Civil War Patriotic covers from Nevada
Territory.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

1167* Virginia City, Utah Apr 10 [1861], black large cds with matching fancy cut STAR killer on 1857 10¢ green, type V (35) on
cover to Ohio with original enclosure datelined “Virginia City April 4th 61” and reads, in part, “…there is not much excitement
here about secession the people here care but little which way the wind blows perhaps old Abe will get it all straitened out
before it comes to a fight I hope so for I aint much on the fight…There is great excitement about new diggins somebody struck it
rich on the humboldt river a town laid out gold found in lumps the size of bricks…I have been building a bridge across the
Truckee river 160 feet long I come up here yesterday to attend to my claims I have not worked any in the mines for six months I
don’t like the business I would sooner work at my trade and hire my claims I aint no demd ground hog I have quit going in holes
of all kinds, I have only spoke to one woman for one year and that was our cook down on the river and she is married…N.B.
Haverfield,”; reduced at right, stamp with few short perfs at bottom, F.-V.F., a lovely fancy star cancel. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1168* Virginia City, Utah, Nov 25, balloon cds in blue with matching star killer tying 1861 10¢ yellow green (68, small faults) on
yellow cover to Middleboro, Mass, slightly reduced at left, Very Fine, Much scarcer in blue versus black and especially nice
with the star killer.
Scott No. 68. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

New Mexico

1169* Albuquerque, N.M. Jan 13 [1861], mostly clear black cds with matching “PAID” in circle handstamp with manuscript “3” on 
stampless yellow cover to New York; enclosure datelined “Albuquerque, N.M. Jany 12th 1861” and reads, in part, “…We have 
a great many Indians all around us. We never go a mile out of town without taking our guns. And the Mexicans are quite as bad
as the Indians for stealing cattle & Horses. We always sleep with our pistol under our pillow and double barreled gun at the
head of our bed. What would you think if Grandpa had to do so - from fear of thieves…”; slightly reduced at right, Very Fine
with an outstanding letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1170* Albuquerque, NM Aug 30, manuscript postmark on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to North Carolina, entire worn with some edge
repairs, Fine, a rare New Mexico postmark, we are aware of only two other examples.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1171* El Rito, N. Mex. 8/30/83, beautiful blue straight-line italic postmark with manuscript date ties manuscript cancelled 1¢ Bank
Note strip of 3 (hidden defects) on cover to “Ojo Caliente, Taos Co., N.M.”; enclosed letter written in Spanish on printed
letterhead of “Pedro Jaramillo, Dealer in General Merchandise, Cattle and Sheep Grower, El Rito N.M.”; file fold separation
on letter, cover reduced at right & small piece missing at upper left corner, still, still Very Fine and a rare postmark. 
Scott No. 206 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

1172* Elizabethtown, N. Mex. Jun 31, sharp type 2 cds with matching strike tying 1869 3¢ ultramarine (114, some toned perf tips)
on yellow cover to Burlington, Iowa; odd use of a date that does not exist as there is no “Jun 31”, the postmaster must not have
realized that it was really July 1; reduced every so slightly at left with one tiny tear at lower left corner, Very Fine an a scarce
New Mexico town. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1173* Fort Craig, N.M. May 7, nice strike of large cds with date in manuscript on yellow cover to Ohio franked with manuscript
cancelled 1857 3¢ dull red, included is original enclosure datelined “Fort Craig, New Mexico, May 5th, 1861” and reads, in
part, “…The only thing that bothers much is the getting of news from the States. To be sure we get news every week but then it is
always about a month old. For instance our last news was quite warlike and startling and I suppose ere this that there has been
a collision between the North and South and we are waiting with almost breathless anxiety and suspense for the arrival of the
next mail. We heard by last mail that Fort Sumpter and Pickens would be reinforced at all hazards, that the revenue would be
collected, and in fact that the laws of the United States were to be enforced to the very letter. There was also news from the
direction of Texas that Gen. Ampudia at the head of 3,000 Mexicans were marching upon Brownsville, Texas with the intention 
of again uniting it to the government of old Mexico. Here it is very difficult to surmise what will be the destination of the troops
in this country. Some think they will be sent down to Texas to protect that state from foreign invasion, others think that they will
remain where they are while others say that they will be called into the states to aid the government to subdue the Southern
States or at least to help reinforce the important Forts. I trust, however, that our next mail will settle all these doubts and
surmises and that something decisive will be known…M.V.B. Lewis”, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

A GREAT EARLY LETTER DESCRIBING THE INITIAL STAGES OF THE CIVIL WAR FROM THE PERSPECTIVE
OF THE FRONTIER OF NEW MEXICO.
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1174* Fort Craig, N. Mex. Apr 29, sharply struck black cds with target killer on nose of 1867 3¢ rose Grilled Issue on cover to
Deerfield, Mass, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1175* Fort Union, New Mex., Aug 4, cds on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire to Bristol Station, O & A R.R., Virginia, Very Fine, This was
the first cds type used from Fort Union.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

The fort was the largest military post in northeastern New Mexico, where six companies of troops were stationed to protect
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail during the many years of Indian uprisings in the 1860’s.

1176* Fort Union, N.M. Aug 20, 1867, rimless cds on yellow cover with “Official Business” imprint (crossed out) to Princetown
N.J.; franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65) with manuscript cancels, backflap damage from opening, otherwise Very Fine. 
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

1177* Fort Union, N.M., Oct. 5, 1867, rimless cds as forwarding postmark on cover with red “Deerfield, Mass. Sep. 9” cds and
manuscript canceled 3¢ rose (65, straight edge & light crease) on cover to Lieut. Ephraim Williams, 5th U.S. Infantry, Fort
Union, N.M. Territory, forwarded to Fort Harker , Kansas and finally to Fort Larned, Kansas, seal cover tear affecting
Massachusetts postmark, F.-V.F. and a nice forwarded usage. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1178* Fort Union, New Mexico (Payne Correspondence), group of six covers all franked with 1861 3¢ rose to Payne family
member in Harrisonville, Cass Co., Mo. from Fort Union between Aug. 1, 1864 and Aug. 27, 1865, full of interesting contents
including “The Indian troubles are about as they have been all winter. I hear of depredations on the Kansas City and Santa Fe
road. The great body of them seem to be operating mostly on the North Platte River.”…“It is said the Comanche Indians are
preparing to make a raid… I do not credit the reports”, plus a seventh cover from the correspondence with similar franking
postmarked “Fort Lyon, Col. Jul 9” with dateline “Friday July the 8th 1864, Bentes Old Fort ” in part reads, “The stage is
here and just ready to start to the states”, all opened roughly to various degrees, typical wear, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.

1179* New Mexico Postmark Group, small lot of three postal entires & two covers with various New Mexico postmarks including
Fort Union, Socorro, “Tajique, N. Mex. Aug. 12, 1890” (earliest recorded by 3½ years), two manuscript Turquesa, some cover
faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.

1180* Santa Fe, N. Mex. Feb 6 (1863), territorial cds on legal size Official Business cover franked with 1861 3¢ rose (65) cancelled
by segmented cork, addressed to Albuquerque, cover red “Headquarters United States Third Cavalry” imprint, Very Fine and
attractive, ex-Dike, Alexander & Bischel.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1181* Santa Fe, N.M. Apr 17, very fine strike of black cds with “V” rate in waffled semi-circle  within cds as an odd type of integral 
rate (5¢) handstamp; docketing at left of legal size brown cover to Texas; some cover faults, Fine and a very rare postmark,
pencil notation on reverse, “4/3/1946 Dr. Chase, $125”.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1182* Santa Fe, N.M. Jun 3, double circle postmark on cover to Ohio, franked with 1857 3¢ dull red and cancelled by central grid,
included is original enclosure datelined “Albuquerque New Mexico, Friday morning May 31st, 1861” which reads, in part,
“…I sent a letter out in the mail yesterday but there is an express [undoubtedly a military express] going to Santa Fe today and
will get there before the mail leaves for the states so I will write a little more…I wish Mr. Lincoln would order the troops in
from the territories I want to get home so bad…New Mexico does not seem very far from home I can get my letters so soon and
they almost always come, only once in two or three months they get delayed a while…your daughter, Mary.”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Oregon

1183* Althouse Creek, Oregon Territory Apr 25, 1858, dateline on letter enclosed within blue cover that entered the mails with
black cds “Crescent City Cal. May 14” with handstamp “PAID” and manuscript “20” rate, addressed to Michigan; contents,
read, in part, “…I have concluded now if my life is spared to come back in 1860. You will think perhaps that is a long time but
time flies very rapidly here. It does not seam hardly possible that I have been away over six years but so it is…Now you may
want to know why I left Cal. & come here. I have heard so much about Oregon and its resources &c that I was anxious to see for 
myself & what I have seen I am very much disappointed & what I have learned from others the country is very much
exaggerated…I think some of going up north about 800 miles on Frazier River in the British Possessions this summer if I do not 
stop here. This is a good locality for mineing the gold is very coarse & spoted but if a person strikes it, he makes money
fast…This is the most disagreeable place that I have struck for society - all the men seem to care about is Cards and
Whiskey…If many mothers could see their sons how they conduct themselves in this country after being brought up with so
much care…drink whiskey, gamble, fight and swear. Oh! such oaths enough to chill a person’s blood”, letter in fine shape,
blue envelope wrinkled and with edge tears including one large tear through cds, Fine, a wonderful letter full of historical
content. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1184* Amity O.T. Jan 22, manuscript postmark with pen cancelled 1851 10¢ green, type III (15, right sheet margin showing
guide line and large margins on other sides) included is original enclosure with lengthy contents & datelined “South
Yamhill  O.T. Dec. 19th 1855”, the letter includes excellent contents and reads in part, “The war is still raging here with the
Indians. The Rogue River Indians have killed some 40 or 50 men. The whites have killed about the same number. The difficulty
is not settled, instead the Rogue River and the Umpqua are constantly burning houses and killing families. The last account
from the Indians north or rather up the Columbia River has been very good. The whites succeeded in taking Fort Walla Walla
where the Indians were forted. The whites lost five men and killed 150 Indians.”, the letter is datelined a second time “January
the 5th, 1856” and reads in part, “You must excuse me for neglecting to finish my letter we have had very cold weather since I
left off writing the river has been froze over so that the steamboats could not run and my letter would not went if I had finished
it”, the letter goes on to tell of conditions in Oregon, Extremely Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF THE FINEST WESTERN TERRITORIAL COVER IN EXISTENCE.

1185* Applegate, Ogn., Oct 3, manuscript postmark (Whittlesey A1, R 6-8) on 1853-55 10¢ green Nesbitt entire (U16) to
Massachusetts, indicia cancelled by pen strokes; minor edge wear at top right, Very Fine and scarce. 
Scott No. U16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1186* Glad Tidings, May 2, 1862, black manuscript postmark tying 1861 10¢ green (68) on patriotic cover to Mount Pleasant,
Iowa; albino embossed patriotic design of Winfield  Scott Carrying Flag with inscription “Brave in the Field, Wise in
Council, True Patriot, Loyal to the Constitution & Union”; reverse w red & blue Patriotic piping along flap edges, very minor
edge wear, Very Fine, A very rare Oregon patriotic from the Civil War. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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1187* Lawn Arbor O.T. Sept 22, manuscript postmark with pen cancelled 1851 10¢ green, type III (15, four margins) on cover to
Warsaw, N.Y., included is original enclosure datelined “South Yamhill  August the 24/56”, letter talks of a loss of a baby son,
Indians and condition in Oregon and reads in part, “The 26 of last June we were blessed with the son, but for some cause or
other the Lord did not let us keep it long. It only lived five hours. We could hardly be reconciled to it. Little Mary is almost four
years old. She talks a great deal about her little brother. She said she wants God to take her where her little brother is. The
Indian Reservation of Oregon is 12 miles from my claim. There is where I was to work. There is about 3000 Indians on the
reserve. It extends nearly 100 miles South. All of the Indians in Southern Oregon have given up fighting and are on this reserve
but the Indians north and east of the Cascades are still fighting. They have had some late battles and killed a good many
Indians but few whites were killed.”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

A LOVELY AND UNIQUE MANUSCRIPT TOWN MARKING FROM OREGON TERRITORY WITH A
FASCINATING LETTER.
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1188* Lin City O.T. March 16, black manuscript postmark with blue “40” rate on folded letter from the Worden correspondence,
datelined “Lyn City oposit Oregon City March 14 / 51” contents cost of goods, description of country, etc., the letter reads in
part, “…I left California last November and came here. I have been to work all winter for $2.00 per day, part of my time on a
sawmill and part of the time on a farm. Wages is now raising, most everyone is going to the mines, but I think I will not go. I
have been badly fooled in California, had bad luck in getting there and had bad luck while there. I lost everything in getting
there and could not make anything in the mines, then went to work for a man driving team, work two months at about $150 per
month, then my employer ran away and cheated me out of $300 and lost over one hundred before this in the mines. I concluded
to leave California while I had money anuf to carry me out of the country. It appears the Wordens are destined to bad luck. But
never mind, that is a long road that has no turn. This is a beautiful country, if my friends were here I should like to spend my
days here or if mother was here I may live here till I get rich…”, trivial edge wear, Very Fine, this correspondence was the
subject of an article by Dr. Milgram in the April, 1988 issue of Western Express (See Stockton, Ca. cover for first cover from
this correspondence).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,500 - 2,000

AN OUTSTANDING OREGON TERRITORIAL COVER AND LETTER - THE ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE OF
THIS POSTMARK.

Robert Moore founded Robin’s Nest in 1843, near the banks of the Willamette River. Robin’s Nest was renamed Linn City on
December 22, 1845, in honor of Lewis F. Linn, a United States Senator from Missouri. Later, by 1846, the town’s citizens had
constructed fifteen homes. In addition, Linn City was home to a tavern, a chair manufacturer, a cabinet shop, a gunsmith shop,
and a wagon shop. Over the next few years Linn City grew. In 1849, James Moore, Robert’s son, built a lumber mill and a
gristmill. The mills were operated by at least 20 residents of Linn City. The town’s post office opened in 1850, the same year
that Robert Moore founded the local newspaper, the Spectator.

1189* No. Canyonville, Or. Nov 13, lovely strike of cds tying 1857 3¢ dull red on cover to Roseburg, docket at left “Clement
Glasgow Coffee Creek”; minor wrinkling at left, Very Fine and choice. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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1190* Oregon City Org. Sep 2, light strike of black cds matching italic “10” rate handstamp on brown cover from the Worden
correspondence, original enclosure datelined “Dayton August the 29 /51”, letter reads in part, “…I have made a fortune in my
health, if I never have a dollar to my name…It appears that my friends have all forgotten me, why is it? Is it because the Rocky
Mountains and the white capped Serenevadah (Sierra Nevada) intervenes between us. It is a long road to this country and I
suffered much in getting here or rather to California. I left there last November, came here with the intention of taking me a
claim and settled down, for a rolling stone never gathers no moss…I have been to work at Lynn City this summer till harvest, I
came here to work in harvest and have since been to work at carpenter work by the job. I have got $2 per day this summer and
sometimes $3 and board, board is $6 per week, wheat is $1 per bushel, oats $2, potatoes 2, beef 7¢ per pound. Dayton is about
30 miles from Oregon City or Lyn City…I have taken me a claim in four miles from Oregon or Lyn City where there is one of the 
best water privileges in the world, falls about 12 feet. Oregon suits me very well, whether I ever see the states again or not I
cannot say…”, F.-V.F., an early usage, this correspondence was the subject of an article by Dr. Milgram in the April, 1988
issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1191* Oregon City, Org. Mar 19 [1853], slightly blurred black cds with matching “10” rate handstamp on folded letter to Ohio,
contents datelined “Oregon Territory Jan 6, 1853” Spanish Andorra reads, in part, “…perhaps they may ask the question are
the Mormons in Oregon, no no they are not there is not a mormon within a thousand miles to my knowledge…through this
country it is common to have severe trouble with indians all of them will steal and many will kill if they can, we saw the
graves of men women & children that were shot by these wild devils many of them as naked as they were born, they subsist
on the flesh of fish, deer, antelope, elk, grizzly bear, wolves, dogs, cats and body lice, this is even so, and lick their chops for
more…if they could see the graves on the plains and also the human bones uncovered bleaching of the deserts and also the
bones of cattle and horses by the thousands and thousands they might see it costs more than it comes to….Geo. W. Pitkin”,
letter also provides detail of crossing the plains on their trip to Oregon; it is unclear why this letter was not postmarked until
roughly two months after being written; very light soiling, Very Fine and a wonderful letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1192* Oregon Related Covers, small lot of four covers, one from Oregon City franked with 1861 manuscript cancelled 10¢ and
missent to Quincy, Ill., plus the incoming stampless covers, one 10¢ rate from New York and two 40¢ rate covers with
manuscript postmarks, one from Cold Brook, Ill. and one from Hasbrouck, N.Y., couple small faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

1193* Rickreall , O.T. June 24th, black manuscript postmark with “free N. Ford P.M.” on light blue early 1850s folded outer
lettersheet (no contents) addressed to Fayette, Missouri; minor edge wear, still Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

The National Archives on-line database indicates that Nathaniel Ford was appointed postmaster of Rickreall (Polk County)
Oregon Territory on June 30, 1851 and that the office was discontinued April 11, 1857 (being reopened and discontinued
thereafter).

1194* Scottsburg, O.T. May 12, 1854, black manuscript postmark with “Free, E. R. Fiske P.M.” postmaster’s free frank on cover to
Massachusetts, some creasing at right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1195* South Yamhill  O.T. Jan 23d 53, manuscript postmark with matching “10” on brown cover from the Worden correspondence, 
with original enclosure datelined “January 15/53 Polk Co OT” letter includes interesting contents and reads in part, “…I was
waiting to have something to write about. We have a very bright eyed girl, six weeks old today, fat and hardy, her name is Mary
Francis…We have had a very hard winter here. This winter, the hardest that ever was known. The snow was 30 inches deep, it
lasted nearly three weeks and a great many immigrant horses and cattle died. People of Oregon never save hay and straw to
feed on, but this will learn them a lesson…The immigration was very large last fall. There has a great number come in from the
mines this winter, they say the miners are not doing very well this winter. If we have had a hard winter, the nights were not so
cold as to freeze four feet deep like it does in your state. I did not lose any stock. I have not much to lose, two cows and 3 calves,
two horses, seven hogs, so if I had lost it all it would not been much. Cows are worth from $50 to 100 each, American mares
$150 to 200, Indian horses worth from $50 to 100 each, sheep is worth $10 each”, plus some mining related, cover with some
edge wear, still Very Fine and a very rare Oregon Territorial manuscript postmark, this correspondence was the subject
of an article by Dr. Milgram in the April, 1988 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

1196* South Yamhill  O.T. Aug 29th, manuscript postmark with “10” rate on cover from the Worden correspondence, included is
original enclosure datelined “Polk Co. Oregon August 15/53”, letter talks of farming and life in Oregon which reads in part,
“…I bought a mare last fall and traded her for a mare and a colt, in a few days after she throwed herself and died in less than a
week, the colt jumped into the well and drowned, so goes the Worden luck, it’s all in my lifetime. I also had 80 acres of land in
Michigan, I left money with a man to pay the taxes, he never paid them and the land was sold for taxes. I sent the power of
attorney to Warren to sell the land (not knowing that it was sold for taxes) and all he got for the land was an old mare worth 20
or $30. I have had very bad luck here as well as in California, but notwithstanding all the ups and downs I would not leave
Oregon to live in any country that I ever lived in. Oregon is healthy and good rich fertile soil…We live in about 40 miles of the
ocean so that the sea breeze comes nearly every afternoon in the summer so that it makes it very pleasant in the long hot days of
summer. A good many of the immigrants have come in, there is little difficulty with the Indians on the road. There is a few
Indians here but most all died since of the white folks came here. Some of the Indians work for the white people…”, cover with
minor defect at top left corner, still Very Fine, this correspondence was the subject of an article by Dr. Milgram in the April,
1988 issue of Western Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000
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1197* South Yamhill  O.T. July 23rd, manuscript postmark with “10” rate on cover to Perry Village, N.Y., included is original
enclosure datelined “Polk Co OT July 16th/54”, letter talks of farming, weather and Oregon geography, which reads in part,
“The two last winters have been very cold and plenty of snow. It has waked the people up and put them to building barns and
saving fodder for their stock. The winters are very rainy and cold but not much frosty. We live 12 miles from a small
town…Dayton is the name of the town, Lafayette is in three miles from Dayton both in Yamhill Co. We live in 18 miles of Salem,
one of the most thriving towns in Oregon. It is on the Willamette river it is navigable. Dayton is on Yamhill river, steamboats
come there every other day…We live in a house 30 or 40 miles of the ocean with a very high mountain between. They are
opening a road over the mountains this summer where we can go and get fish, clams, mussels and oysters…I bought the claim
that we now live on, paid $200 for it. I have held a section till now, there seems to be some talk that I cannot hold but half
section. If that is the case, one third of the land that is now claimed in Oregon is now vacant on account of people not settling
permanently on their claims before the passage of the land bill December 1850”, cover with minor corner wear & two filing
pinholes, still Very Fine, this correspondence was the subject of an article by Dr. Milgram in the April, 1988 issue of Western
Express.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

1198* So Yamhill  O.T. Feb 14th, manuscript postmark with “Paid 6” manuscript rate on cover, original enclosure datelined “South
Yamhill  Polk Co O.T. Feb 14/1855” with interesting contents which talks farming, a near by school and “boarding two or
three scholars”, death of the sender’s mother, etc., cover with two minor pinholes, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750
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1199* Umpqua City, O.T., Mar 11, neat strike of cds with manuscript date at center on cover to Kentucky, franked with manuscript
cancelled 1851 10¢ green, type I (13, large margins just touched at bottom), flap torn which extends on to front at top right,
Very Fine, a scarce early Oregon postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Texas

1200* Brazoria, Texas, two folded covers from Brazoria, Tex., the first  is datelined “Brig Brazoria Jan 1 1834” and addressed to
New York, entered the mails with blue “New Orleans La Jan 7” cds with manuscript “25” rate, the letter reads, in part, “…Here
I am one hundred miles from the Mississippi at sea with about 150 passengers in a heavy blow & one half of them sick…There
are a great many emigrants going to Texas & hundreds going almost every day & they all give the most exagerated accounts of
the country…The Pilot Boat that leaves us shortly takes this to the nearest port & where that will be I can not tell I will write you 
again on my arrival at Brazoria where I shall make for the present my head quarters…A.O. Spencer”; second folded cover
with manuscript “Brazoria Texas” on front and is datelined “Brazoria, January 8th 1834” and entered the mails with blue
“New Orleans La Jan 31” cds with manuscript “25” rate, the letter reading, in part, “…Here I am at last in the happy land the
land of promise…We were blown 600 miles out of our way & back again in almost the the remarkable time of 10 days, our
masts all gone our rigging all hanging by the board men women & children in one indiscriminate Massachusetts all in the
cabin myself lashed to the companionway for fear of being washed overboard where two of our passengers met with a watery
grave…Brazoria itself is a pleasant little town situated directly on the Brazos 35 miles from its mouth & although not laid out
with the taste of some of our northern cities…I shall leave in a day or two for Matagorda on my Indian horse (Runs) which is
lightning. I got him yesterday of one of the Camancha chiefs for $85 & a finer animal I never beheld…A.O. Spencer”, Very
Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600
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1201* Houston, Texas Jan 3 [1840], black oval postmark with manuscript “Paid 25” rate on 1840 folded letter to Arrow Rock,
Saline Co., Mo, with “via New Orleans” directive, postmarked in transit with blue “New Orleans La Jan 7” cds with matching
straight line “SHIP” handstamp  and blue manuscript “20¾” rate; contents datelined “Houston, Dec 31, 1840” with very
interesting contents, in part, “…I entered the service on the 5th March 1836 in the ranks of the Brazoria volunteers…I belonged 
to the detachment that countermarched at the Colluado & recrossed the river on the night of the 26th March to give battle to
then advancing with the Van division of the Mexican army…in the retreat from the Coluado to the Brases, I belonged to the
rear guard…” more detail on the war with Mexico included in the letter, very interesting, some edge wear and staining, still
Very Fine, A rare Texas letter with unusual Houston postmark used in 1839-1840 and very interesting contents about the
Mexican War.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.

1202* Liberty, Texas December 12th 1837, dateline on folded letter addressed to Ipswich, Massachusetts, entered the mail with
orange-red “New Orleans, La. Jan 1” [1838] cds and rated in purple ink “25”; letter from Henry Wise Farley to his sisters
which reads, in part, “…I wrote you from this place some time last winter…I know the letter may have miscarried in the mail…I
do assure you that if you or any of the people of that country would wish to move to a new country, I do not believe that either of
the new states or territories of the U.S. would afford half the facilities or good prospects that Texas would…direct your letters,
if by post, postpaid to Liberty, Texas…”, letter goes on to mention possible annexation of Texas to the U.S. “Our
oppressions, our struggles, our victories and our final triumph upon the prairies of San Jacinto are what ever they cannot
deny, and though a cloud it appears to hangover our destiny through the vacillating policy of the new American
administration, still at last our wishes will succeed, our own people will receive us, the annexation will take place spite of every 
narrow minded opposer in the union for the current of human events tends too strongly to its accomplishments to be prevented
by all their futile efforts. We are one people, we form one nation, what faction will prevent our coalescing?” etc.; light toning at
folds, still Very Fine and a great letter. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

During the period of the Texas Republic, 1836-1845, a regular service between Galveston and New Orleans was operated
with an agent based in New Orleans for the “Texian Post Office”.
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1203* San Antonio, Tex. May 3, neat cds on blue folded cover to Baltimore with matching boxed 10 rate handstamp, lettered
datelined, “Elm River, 40 Miles East of Rio Grande, April 26, 1850” and endorsed at bottom left “Care of Major T.
Howard, San Antonio de Bexar, to be forwarded”, interesting letter reads in part, “I reached my land on the Quèhe on
Monday 2 weeks ago; on hunting for a good place to run the cattle which I had in contemplation to procure on Wednesday, Mr.
Chase and myself were attacked by eleven Comanche Indians - we got in the woods first and each got behind a tree. I killed one
horse and an Indian. Mr. Chase shot two of them when they ran. The trees were literally dotted with their arrows but we both
got clear except a small flesh wound which Mr. Chase received in the arm. It was only one mile from the spot where the four
men were killed that you allude to, 6 miles from Castroville in a direct West or N.W. direction rather. Mr. Stiless was asleep in
our fort but our firing in such rapid succession awoke him and peeping out he saw 8 running as fast as their ponies could
carrying them with one dead Indian behind one of them. The next day my men positively refused to stay any longer, so we broke
up and came to the town of Quèhe about four miles southwest from my place. The land is excellent but there is a scarcity of
water - it is a dry season, yet everything looks green and the prairie covered with the most beautiful flowers in the world
presents the coup d’oeil which would be envied in Maryland. I shot a panther 8 feet long, had the skin dressed and put in a natty 
carpet bag with my pocket books containing my patents and deeds, addressed to the care of Major T Howard, San Antonio…”,
Very Fine and choice, an outstanding Texas cover. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

Please visit our website for additional images.

Utah

1204* American Fork, Utah Dec 14 [1870], black cds with target killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) to folded letter addressed to Salt
Lake City; datelined “Wild Dutchman Camp, Monday Evg. Dec 12/70” reads, in part, “…It gives me the greatest pleasure to
inform you that I have struck the richest grade of ore in the solid Rock nothing could look better or more prominent…Geo
Walker,” the letter goes on to describe the need for mining tools, etc.; toning on verso, Very Fine, a rare Utah postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1205* Brigham City, UT, Oct 18th, 1868, black manuscript postmark ties 1867 3¢ rose Grill to orange cover to N.H., minor edge
wear, Very Fine and a scarce postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1206* Camp Floyd, U.T., February 18, choice strike of postmark and matching “Paid 3” in arc overwritten with manuscript “24”
rating at upper right on buff cover to Dublin, Ireland , New York reddish black “19” credit handstamp, carried by Cunard Line
Asia from New York Mar. 30th to Liverpool arriving Apr. 10th, sharp strike of “America, Paid, Dublin, AP 11 1859”
(Robertson P1) arrival datestamp for late mail closed bag from Liverpool; vertical file fold at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $500 - 750

AN EXCEPTIONALLY RARE CAMP FLOYD UTAH TERRITORIAL TRANSATLANTIC USE WITH A CHOICE
STRIKE OF THE RIMLESS POSTMARK.

The letter likely traveled East from Camp Floyd by stage or horse via the Salt Lake City to St. Joseph route, where it then went
to New York by rail. It left New York Mar. 30th on the Cunard Line “Asia”, arriving at Liverpool Apr. 10th. From there, it went
by rail to Holyhead, across the Irish Sea by boat, to Dublin.

1207* Camp Floyd, U.T., July 14, large balloon type postmark tying 1857 3¢ dull red, type I (25) on blue cover to Mrs. F. J. Porter
in New York City, manuscript “79” numbering at top left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200
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1208* Camp Floyd, UT Feb 4 [1859], bold black manuscript postmark with pen squiggle tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26) to blue cover of
the Porter correspondence to New York City, dated to 1859 based on known usages of handstamp postmarks, Very Fine and
choice, Camp Floyd post office used the manuscript postmark for only a few months., ex-Chase.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

On November 9, 1858, amid gun fire and patriotic music, the soldiers of Camp Floyd, Utah Territory, raised the United States
flag above their newly completed garrison. Named for Secretary of War, John B. Floyd, the post housed the largest
concentration of U.S. troops to that time, in what immediately became the third largest city in Utah. Camp Floyd was a product 
of the so-called “Utah War.” Influenced by rumors of rebellion in Utah, President James Buchanan ordered 2,500 soldiers
led by Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston to Utah. After a short stay at the north end of the valley, Johnston moved his men across
a creek from present-day Fairfield where soldiers, aided by Mormon laborers and artisans, built Camp Floyd. By December of 
1858 Camp Floyd had its own post office using a manuscript postmark.

1209* Camp Floyd, U.T., February 11 [1859], Paid 3, exceptional strike of homemade fancy integral rate postmark tying 1857 3¢
dull red (26, corner defect) on cover to Lexington, Massachusetts; very light toning right, wax seal damage to cover backflaps,
still Very Fine, a rare example of this provisional integral rate postmark., ex-Jessup, illustrated in Brookman Volume I, page
170 and featured in an article written for Western Express (March 2014) by Dr. Milgram; with 1988 P.F. certificate
with 1988 P.F. certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Within a week, the “Paid 3” was no longer used integrally with the townmark and was later to used independently in
conjunction with this Camp Floyd postmark.
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1210* Camp Floyd U.T., March 25 [1859], homemade fancy postmark and scarce matching “Paid 3” arc handstamp on blue cover
to Mrs. F. J. Porter in New York City, manuscript “Charge F.J.P. 3” at upper right, “67” numbering at top left; stain at lower
right, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

By the time the top cover entered the mail on March 25, 1859, a short-lived system of charging postage to the soldier sending it
had been instituted. This may have applied to officers only.

1211* Camp Floyd U.T., Apr 11 [1859], homemade fancy postmark tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26, small defects) to blue cover to Mrs.
F. J. Porter in New York City, manuscript “Camp Floyd U.T. April 27 ‘59” at upper left and “71” numbering at top left; light
wear at right edge, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1212* Camp Floyd U.T., group of four covers: 1.) “Camp Floyd U.T. May 19” [1859] homemade fancy postmark on 3¢ first issue
Nesbitt entire (U9) with moderate edge wear and missing backflap, latest known use of this provisional handstamp, 2.) “Camp
Floyd U.T. March 11” [1859] homemade fancy postmark on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Kentucky with additional
1857 3¢ dull red adhesive (#26) added for double rate postage, repaired at top, 3.) “Salt Lake City, U.T. Nov 13” [1858] large
balloon cds tying 3¢ dull red (26) to blue cover, Porter correspondence (number “50”) to New York City, lower right corner of
stamp missing; 4.) “Salt Lake City, U.T. Nov 27” [1858] large balloon cds tying 3¢ dull red (26) on damaged cover of Porter
correspondence to New York City, mixed condition, generally Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1213* Camp Floyd, U.T. Oct 20 [1859], black cds tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26) on cover to New Hampshire, part of the Gove
correspondence, docketed left “from Jesse Dated Oct 18=59”, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1214* Camp Floyd, U.T. Nov 3 [1859], black cds tying 1857 3¢ dull red (#26) on cover to N.H., part of the Gove correspondence,
docketed left “from Jesse Dated Nov 2d-59”, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

1215* Camp Floyd U.T. Nov 3, black cds and matching “Paid 3” circular rating handstamp on circa 1860 legal-size orange cover
addressed to “Colonel Henry Wilson 7th Infantry, care of Asst. Quarter Master U.S. Army in New Orleans La.”, manuscript
“Head Quarters 7th Infantry, Official Business” endorsement at top right; some minor corner wear at right, Very Fine, an
unusual 7th Regiment official business use, featured in an article written for Western Express (June 2014) by Dr. Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

1216* Fort Bridger , UT Mar 24 [1858], light manuscript postmark with pen strokes not tying 1857 3¢ dull red (26) on Gove
correspondence cover to New Hampshire; dated to 1858 based on the Gove letters housed at the New Hampshire State
Historical Society where the original contents now reside; toned spot center, neatly sealed tear at top, Very Fine appearance,
one of only a handful of Fort Bridger, UT manuscript covers known.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Acting on rumors of a Mormon insurrection in Salt Lake City in May 1857, President James Buchanan ordered 2,500 soldiers
under the command of General William S. Harney (and later Col. Albert Sidney Johnson) to the area. These troops followed
the California/Oregon Trail along the Platte River and then overland via Fort Laramie. The Mormons destroyed Fort Bridger
before the expedition arrived, forcing the troops to winter in the open at a nearby site. In the spring of 1858 the army marched
through Salt Lake City and built Camp Floyd about 40 miles beyond the city. It was occupied from 1858 to midsummer of 1861, 
when the troops were recalled to the East because of the beginning of the Civil War.
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1217* Fort Bridger , U.T. Aug 9, bold strike of balloon cds with matching fancy negative star in circle killer tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) 
on cover to New York, reduced at left, Very Fine and attractive, A wonderful example of this fancy killer from Fort Bridger.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Originally an emigrant stop, by this period, Ft. Bridger was almost 100 miles out of the way. However, unlike the rest of the
region, this spot had plenty of trees and fresh water. Thus, it was an ideal spot for the overland mails.

1218* Fort Bridger , Utah. Feb 9, 1866, double circle datestamp with circle of wedges killer on 1861 3¢ rose (65) on cover to
Michigan, reduced at left, F.-V.F., An uncommon variety of datestamp from Fort Bridger.
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1219* Plain City, UT Jan 17 / 67, black manuscript postmark with pen canceled 1861 3¢ rose (65) on homemade grayish envelope to 
Salt Lake City, Very Fine and rare. 
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

Farmers from the then-settled towns of Lehi and Kay’s Creek, looking for a new place to homestead, began considering the
area now known as Plain City. On March 17, 1859, led by Lorin Farr, a group arrived to begin homesteading. Soon after
arriving, the group surveyed a townsite and assigned building lots.

1220* Provo City, Utah, light straight line postmark with manuscript date “July 8, ‘58” on outer folded lettersheet made from printed 
Territory of Utah Indian Agent form and addressed to Michigan, franked with 1857 3¢ dull red (light crease) tied by neat
manuscript cancel, Very Fine and rare as this is the only recorded example of this straight line postmark, this is the
subject of an article for the Chronicle (Nov. 1993) by Dr. Milgram; with 1989 P.F. certificate stating, the postmark is
“counterfeit”, we believe the P.F. is incorrect and the cover is signed as genuine by R. Frajola with a good 1993 A.P.S.
certificate.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1221* Provo City, U.T., cds ties 1857 3¢ dull red (some clipped perfs) on 1859 folded cover to Salt Lake City (G.S.L. City, Utah Ty),
Very Fine and a scarce postmark; signed R. Frajola.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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1222* Salt Lake, Cal Octr 11 [1849], black manuscript postmark with matching “Paid 10” on folded letter to New York; datelined
“August, City of Salt Lake California” and reads, in part, “…we arrived here August the 17…from fort larima to the salt lake
a distance of 500 miles there is distruction of all kinds of property worse than any ship wreck there was throwed away all kinds
of property anuf to make any man rich Colery took a grait many of those that started from indapendance and st jo….over 1000
cattle have died between here and larima…there is between 4 and 5000 inhabitants here they have made grate
improvements…the indians were no trouble…G.W. Worden” ; some staining and separation at folds of letter, a bit rough at top
edge, still, Very Fine example of this rare manuscript postmark, this is the latest recorded example of this postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

A GREAT WESTERN COVER SHOWING THE “CALIFORNIA” DESIGNATION FOR SALT LAKE CITY.

When the Salt Lake City post office was established by the U.S. Government on January 18, 1849, no expense provision or
contract was made to transport the mails. It was left to the Mormons to carry the U.S. mails at their own expense. This letter
was carried east by a special express headed by A. W. Babbitt, which left Salt Lake City on Oct 19, 1849 for Kanesville, Iowa on 
the Missouri River. Although the postmaster at Salt Lake City for a while in 1849 used the term “Cal.” in his manuscript
postmark, the town was not attached to California for Post Office Department administrative purposes (as Fort Leavenworth
and Scott were attached to Missouri). Please visit our website for additional images.

1223* Salt Lake City, U.T. July 1 [1851], bold italicized straightline handstamp with upper/lower case letters at top and upper case
at bottom with manuscript “Paid” and handstamp “X” (10¢) rate markings on brown cover to Michigan; some restoration at
bottom not affecting postmark, otherwise Extremely Fine, Although the rate had been reduced from 10¢ to 6¢ beginning July
1, 1851, the postmaster at Salt Lake City had apparently not yet received word of the change and continued to charge the 10¢
rate in effect prior., ex-Knapp, Rohloff & Seacrest.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $2,000 - 3,000

A CHOICE STRIKE OF UTAH’S FIRST POSTMARK HANDSTAMP, A GREAT TERRITORIAL RARITY AND THE
EARLIEST EXAMPLE OF THE SALT LAKE CITY STRAIGHT-LINE MARKING.

According to the July 9th 1851 Deseret News, “Eastern and Western Mails, The Mail Leaves this office (Salt Lake City) on the
first day of every month for Independence and Sacramento.” This two-line postmark is recorded from July 1st to December 1st
1851.
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1224* Salt Lake City, Utah Aug 1 [1852], fine black cds with matching “PAID 3” in circle rate handstamp on three-page folded
letter to Ohio written by barely literate emigrant en route to the gold fields, datelined “Utha Teritory  Morman Citty  July
7th 1852” and reads, in part, “…now I will let u nowe that I am at the Morman Citty I got here the 6 of July three months to a day 
from the time I left Michigan…our Company has ben very well blest to what others has wee hav lost one man and they hav all
ben sick but wee hav two sick man with us now…wee think one month more will take us on the Carson valley and wee think wee
shant go any further this fall or winter…I am now at salt lake and I expect to arive in the mines in thirty days then I will write
more particulars…”, minor paper erosion at folds and light toning at edges, trifle paper damage on back from wax seal, F.-V.F.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

Please visit our website for additional images.

1225* Salt Lake City, Utah T., Jul 17, sharp blue cds on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U9) to New Hampshire; slightly reduced at right
well clear of indicium, minor corner tear at lower right, otherwise Very Fine. 
Scott No. U9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1226* Springville June 24 U.T. [1856], manuscript postmark on blue folded letter with manuscript cancelled 1851 3¢ dull red, the
address has unfortunately faded away, but docketing on front indicates “Eliza Daly, dated June 23 1856”, with enclosure
datelined “June 23 Spring ville Utah” and contents, in part, “…I think this country is very bad for such complaints. there is so
scarcity of water that is doing much hurt in some places there was a great quantity of snow fell last winter but fell mostly in the
valleys instead of the mountains consequently it did not do so much good by watering the crops as it did damage in covering up
the pass from the cattle which has caused thousands of cattle to perish from for the want of something to eat…Eliza Daley to
Willard Fisher”, F.-V.F., an excellent letter & rare postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400
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1227* Utah Postmark Group, small lot of seven covers with various Utah postmarks including Alta, Grantsville, Kanosh, Manti,
Provo City, Salt Lake City, plus one incoming cover to “Great Salt Lake City, Uta Territory”, some cover faults, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1228* Western Correspondence From Utah & Colorado, lot of two covers with enclosures plus an extra letter, all from one
correspondence; first is letter only (no cover) datelined “Fort Bridger , Utah Territory Feb 16th, 1866” reads, in part, “…I
was transferred along with many others into the 1st Mich. then at Ft. Leavenworth. We started from Ft. Leavenworth on the 8th 
day of July and arrived at this Post on the first day of Nov. making a stop of two months at Fort Halleck two hundred and eighty
miles east of here. We were sent on the plains I suppose for the purpose of suppressing the indians which were very
troublesome at that time the 7th was ahead of us about three weeks they were foolish enough to start out with Sabres and
revolvers alone this the red devils soon found out and were no more afraid of them than they were of the rain. Colorado troops
who were on the line at that time for the indians can shoot very accurately from two to three hundred yards with their bows and
arrows and this our boys could not always do with their pistols…;” second is cover postmarked with partial small cds “Fort
Bridger , Utah Apr [5] 1866” franked with 1861 3¢ rose with original enclosure which reads, in part, “…Another great reason
is if my father is alive he must be found and I have great reason to believe he is as I have seen a young man that was in the same
regiment (4th Wis) at the time of the storm in which he was reported killed…”, last is a cover postmarked “Big Thompson,
Col.” two incomplete strikes of double-circle cds with smudge of cork killer on 3¢ 1861 issue (defective) to Michigan; original
enclosure datelined “Big Thompson, Col. June 8th ‘66” personal letter; Big Thompson cover opened raggedly at left, wear
from contents enclosed, Fine, The small Fort Bridger cds, while lightly struck, is thought to have only been used for a short
time in 1866. Please visit our website for additional images.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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Washington

1229* Camp Simeahmoo, W.T. Feb 2, 1860, black cds on 10¢ green Nesbitt entire (U10) with month, day and last two digits of year
in manuscript, cover to Illinois; trivial corner wear at top, Extremely Fine, A similar example realized $3,000 hammer in our
Sale #101, Lot #733.
Scott No. U10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $1,000 - 1,500

ONE OF ONLY FOUR EXAMPLES RECORDED FROM THIS RARE AND SHORT-LIVED WASHINGTON
TERRITORIAL POST OFFICE (1858-1860).

Camp Semiahmoo was founded by the Boundary Commission in 1858 as a base of operation for the northwest boundary
commission survey on Canadian soil, among the remnants of the earlier British camp, on a little strip of open land near the
mouth of the little Campbell River close to one of the Semiahmoo winter camps. The site was just north of the forty-ninth
parallel; contained a fresh water supply, and the Campbell River channel provided water access over the tidal flats. While at
this site the troops constructed about a mile and three-quarters of good road along the shore of Semiahmoo Bay between the
boundary and Camp Semiahmoo. This base was later used while the boundary was slashed and marked from Semiahmoo Bay
to the Sumas Flats.

1230* Oak Point, W.T. Jun 16, nice strike black cds (type 2, 3 reported) tying 1861 3¢ rose (65, defective) on cover to Forest Grove,
Oregon; some edge wear, staining at bottom right, missing backflap, Fine and a rare Washington postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1231* Olympia, W.T. Jan 22, 1866, black double-circle datestamp with bold “10” in circle killer both on/tying 1861 3¢ rose (65) on
yellow cover to Seattle; slightly reduced at right up to but not affecting stamp, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $100 - 150

1232* Port Townsend, Wash., Apr 4, 1884, duplexed with fancy Kicking Mule cancelling on 1883, 2¢ red brown (210) on cover
to Ann Arbor, Mich., straight line due handstamp with manuscript canceled 1884, 2¢ Postage Due (J16) applied over
markings, docketing at left; cover slightly reduced at left, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300
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1233* Skookumchuck, manuscript postmark of cover franked with manuscript cancelled 1861 3¢ rose (65) to Seattle, W.T., Very
Fine, a rare Washington Territorial postmark. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1234* Steilacoom City, W.T. Jun 21, bold strike of cds on 1853-55 3¢ Nesbitt entire (U10) to Whitfield, Kansas Territory, canceled
with seven bar circular grid and manuscript “Paid 7” to make up the 10¢ rate, minor cover restoration at top, Very Fine and
rare, a lovely uprated cover from Washington Territory to Kansas Territory, ex-Haub.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1235* Walla Walla, W.T., Dec 1, [1862], sharp strike of two-line postmark on circa 1862 yellow cover to Mass. bearing horizontal
pair of 1861 10¢ green (68, right stamp with small defect), cancelled by second strike of straight-line postmark on nose of the
pair, with extraneous ink line at right “tying” right stamp to cover; trivial edge wear, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 68. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $400 - 600

A LOVELY COVER WITH THIS RARE STRAIGHT LINE POSTMARK.

This two-line Walla Walla, Washington Territory postmark was used only from Nov. 17th 1862 to February 1863.
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1236* Walla Walla, W.T., Dec 1, [circa 1862], black straight line postmark on cover from Missouri to “Fort Walla Walla”, franked
with 1861 10¢ dark green (68a) tied by “California, Mo., Oct 1” cds, ford with excellent strike of Walla Walla straight line to
“Eola Ogn” (Oregon) with manuscript “ford 3” rate; cover with attorney corner card, small sealed cover tear at top and partial
backflap, Very Fine, a wonderful example of this rare postmark.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1237* Washington Postal History Balance, 1860-1940’s, approximately 80 covers and cards; includes a few 1860’s usages
including “Seattle, W.T.” and “Vancouver, W.T.” cds’s, few 1860-70’s WF&Co. express usages from Olympia, Seattle and a
rare Boise Mine “Paid 25 Cents.” imprint on entire with WF&Co. Walla Walla oval date stamp (believe to be only a few
imprints known), many later Seattle/Seattle related postmarks including R.P.O.’s, registered, etc., other townmarks including
Vashon with 1885 manuscript postmark and 1887 cds with fancy shield duplex, 1885 Pataha City, 1890 Skamokwa, 1881 Big
Horn, etc., some interesting later usages, etc. (no photo).
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

1238* Washington Postmark Group, small lot of 18 covers all with various Washington postmarks (including Territorials) and
frankings, towns included Castle Rock manuscript, Chewelah with Colville Indian Agency imprint, Colfax, Fort Colville,
Olympia, Port Ludlow, Port Townsend, Seattle, Steilacoom City, Walla Walla, few minor faults, generally F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $300 - 400

Please visit our website for additional images.

Wyoming

1239* Fort Fetterman, Wyo., two covers with different postmarks of Fort Fetterman, one in blue on 3¢ entire with 3¢ Bank Note to
Fort Bridger and one with double circle postmark franked with 3¢ Bank Note, both a bit reduced, Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150

Please visit our website for additional images.
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1240* Fort Laramie, O.R. Jun 15 [1852], weak crude black cds (as is nearly always the case) with separate matching black
handstamps of date “Jun 15”, boxed “PAID”, and negative “3” in circle on bluish folded letter to Virginia; contents datelined
“Fort Laramie June 14th 1852” with contents, in part, “I have just reached this fort and am now about 650 miles from St. Joseph 
and 340 from Fort Kearny…about 110 miles above Fort Kearny on Platte River. Richard Liticus died with the cholera or
bilious diarhea as it is here generally called…crossed Laramie river today it is bridged. have seen more Indians on this Fork
that anywhere else…A.E. Plattenburg”; very light edge toning, F.-V.F., a rare example of a “Fort Laramie O.R.” folded letter
with all four separate handstamps applied., written up in the Chronicle (May 2013) by Dr. Milgram.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  $1,000 - 1,500

A WONDERFUL EXAMPLE SHOWING ALL FOUR HANDSTAMPS IN USE AT THE TIME IN 1852.

A Post Office at Fort Laramie on the Oregon Route or Oregon Trail across the plains was established in 1850. The Post Office
was located in unorganized territory but attached to Oregon Territory for administrative purposes and was the last Post Office 
on the Oregon Trail going west.

1241* Ft Laramie O.R. [July 1, 1851], crude black circular handstamp (no date) with matching straight line “PAID 3” rate marking
on brown cover to “Mr Pardon Brown, Middletown, R.I.”, part of the well-known Pardon Brown correspondence, whose
contents still exist (separated from the covers) and thus help date this cover to July, 1851. Noted as “Recd August 14th”; small
ink erosion spot at left, flap with hinge reinforcement/repair, F.-V.F. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

THESE RARE FORT LARAMIE “OREGON ROUTE” POSTMARKS ARE NOTORIOUSLY POORLY STRUCK.

A Post Office at Fort Laramie on the Oregon Route or Oregon Trail across the plains was established in 1850. The Post Office
was located in unorganized territory but attached to Oregon Territory for administrative purposes and was the last Post Office 
on the Oregon Trail going west.
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1242* South Pass City, Wy. Ty. 1869-1870, three covers all with original enclosure from South Pass City, WY. TY.; the first is
postmarked “South Pass City, Wy. Ty. Jul 19 69” and franked with 1867 3¢ Grilled issue tied by target cancel, on lady’s cover
to Vermont with enclosed letter of personal contents only; the second is postmarked “South Pass City, Wy. T. Jan 14” (1870)
black cds with grid tying 3¢ 1869 issue on cover to Pennsylvania, letter datelined “Shoshone Agency Jany 9, 1870” from
soldier with news of hunting, etc.; and last is postmarked “South Pass City, Wg. Ty. Mar 14” (1870) black cds on 3¢ 1869
issue on cover of same correspondence as prior with similar letterhead and similar contents except for additional note of a
white man killing an Indian; three different South Pass City postmarks in roughly nine month period, the middle type being the
rarest, Very Fine. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

Western Related Advertising covers

1243* Adams & Co’s Express, Washington, dark blue embossed cameo corner card with “Way” manuscript on buff cover to
Philadelphia, Extremely Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $100 - 150
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1244* J.S. & E. A. Abbot, Manufacturers, Concord, New Hampshire, illustrated ad showing Concord Coach on verso of cover
on cover to Bennington, Vt., franked with 1851 3¢ orange brown tied by blue “Concord, N.H. Sep 19”, small cover tear a
bottom right, Very Fine, a lovely advertising cover for the Concord Coach used from Concord, N.H. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

The J.S. and E.A. Abbott Company was a historical iteration of a famous carriage and wagon manufacturer. Initially, J.
Stephen Abbot (1804-1871) was a partner in the Abbot Downing Company, which revolutionized 19th-century transportation
with the Concord Coach. After the original partnership dissolved in 1847, Abbot went into business with his son(s), operating
under the name J.S. and E.A. Abbot and Company. This company continued to build Concord coaches and other carriages.

The company manufactured various types of carriages and wagons, including the renowned Concord Stagecoach. The
company’s legacy is primarily associated with the Concord Coach, a robust and comfortable stagecoach known for its unique
suspension system using “thorough braces” instead of springs. It became widely used in the American West by Wells, Fargo & 
Co. for its durability and adaptability to rough terrain.

1245* (Ship) Australian Packet Line, For Sidney Port Philip & Melbourne, embossed blue cameo on backflap of cover with
illustration of Sailing Ship, Antonio Pelletier, Proprietor, 98 Wall St., N.Y., cover franked with 3¢ 1851 issue adhesive tied
by “New York Apr 30” cds to Rothville, Penna.; small repaired tear at top, minor staining to backflap, F.-V.F. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200
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1246* (Ship) The California Line For San-Francisco, all over shaded ad cover with large “C” flag at upper left, “Platt & Newton,
Successors to Wm. T. Colman & Co., 117 Front St. (near Wall) New York” franked with 3¢ 1869 issue adhesive tied by fancy
killer of “New York May 2” cds to Townsend, Mass., Extremely Fine and choice. 
Scott No. 114 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $300 - 400

1247* [ship] Coleman’s California Line for San Francisco, Office No. 88 Wall St., New York, all over shaded advertising with
illustration of clipper ship and “First Class Clipper Ships Sailing Regularly Twice A Month.” on legal size cover, franked with
horiz. pair 1857 3¢ dull red (small faults) tied by “New York, Dec 14, 1860” black postmark with barred grid killer, minor edge
wear, reinforced cover tear at bottom, still Very Fine, Wonderful shaded ad cover illustrating a clipper ship.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $150 - 200

1248* (Ship) Empire Line, San Francisco Packets, blue embossed cameo corner card of “James Smith & Son Agents, 96 Wall St.,
N.Y.” on backflap with image of Sailing Ship on orange cover with 3¢ 1851 issue adhesive tied by “New York May 19” cds to
Boston; very light edge wear, overall Very Fine. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300
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1249* (Ship) New York & California Steam Ship Line, printed corner card with illustration of steamship, and “For San Francisco 
via Nicaragua, C. Morgan Agent, 2 Bowling Green, New York”, on cover franked with 3¢ 1851 issue imperforate adhesive
tied “New York Aug 16” postmark to Francistown N.H.; repaired damage at top center, backflap a bit rough, otherwise Very
Fine and attractive. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $200 - 300

1250* (Ship) North Atlantic & Pacific Mail Steamship Co’s, For California, via. Panama Railroad, Boston Agency Office, 16
Broad Street, printed corner card on lemon cover franked with 1857 3¢ dull red tied by black Boston “PAID” killer with red
“Boston Ms Oct 28 1858” cds to Maine; cover with natural paper fold at left, just up to corner card, Very Fine. 
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $150 - 200

1251* (Ship) Ocean Penny Postage, The Worlds Want and Britain’s Boon, stampless cover addressed to Macao, China, with
illustrated Ocean Penny Postage, The Worlds Want and Britain’s Boon Bradshaw & Blacklock design (state 2); apparently
carried privately, Extremely Fine, Rare use of Penny Postage illustrated cover to Macao, China. 
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  $400 - 600

1252* (Ship) Swallow Tail Line, fancy embossed cameo corner card in green illustrating Full-Rigged Ship, “Bowman Grinnel
& Co., 83 South St. New York, Draft from £1 & Upwards on England, Ireland, Scotland & Wales”, on buff cover franked with
3¢ 1851 issue adhesive (miscut) tied by “New York Jun 3” cds to Rhode Island, Extremely Fine and a stunning cameo
cover. 
Scott No. 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $500 - 750
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1253* (Ship) Vanderbilt Line, For San Francisco, D. S. Allen, Agent, 9 Battery Place, New York, illustrated steam liner agent
corner card on orange cover to 28 Platt St. (New York), with unusual red “New York” Ocean Mail  cds and black “New York
Jul 16 1ct” cds, enclosed business letter signed by D. B. Allen, Extremely Fine, Exhibition Quality in all respects.
Estimate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  $750 - 1,000

1254* (Ship) Weaver, Fitler  & Co., embossed blue cameo corner card with illustration of Full-Rigged Ship, “Patent Cordage,
Manufacturers, and Ship Chandlers, Philadelphia”, on yellow cover to Danville, Pa, franked with 3¢ 1857 issue adhesive
cancelled by circular grid socked-on-the-nose, postmarked “Philadelphia Apr 15” cds, Extremely Fine. 
Scott No. 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Estimate $200 - 300

End of Sale - Thank You
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